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*a’e Buictin’ | GODFREY PLUGGING 2D 
Bohemia s Bustin “sre propucr ov cs 


| Arthur Godfrey has finalized his 
ul ver eve new stock venture deal, involving 
| 


agg he a yh iat ewe prod- 
j}uct. Starting Oct. 1, dfrey takes 
AY aes OOMEN |over the 2:30 to 3 Sunday after- 
Greenwich Village is now one|noon period to plug the product, 
of the busiest nitery sectors in|in which he now owns a hefty 
New York. Business in the bars chunk of stock. 
and niteries is believed to be at} Program will be a digest of the 
an alltime peak, exceeding even/ previous week’s morning shows, 
the lush wartime years. The Vil-| similar to the show which Chester- 


as well as natives in the know. | CBS. 

The flourishing bistros and tour- | 
ist traps have been able to snag|No. 2 in Godfrey’s programming 
this peacetime bonanza by virtue | roster. During the past season 
of taking the most lucrative cafe-| he’s been teaching uke lessons on 
show elements of the old “bohe- TV for Hi-V, an orange juice con- 
mian” Village and have combined | centrate. He owns a big piece of 
them with items found on 52d. it. 
street, Harlem, Broadway and the | 
eastside. The potpourri encom- | 
passing virtually all” cafe-going 
tastes is paying off. 


e . 7 
| In addition, bonifaces in ” Columbia Telling 


section have added a few gimmicks 


of their own. In some spots after- LP Sid h Aj 
hour drinks are available. There t 
are B girls in many cafes, and en- l e on e Ir 


couragement of the patronage of 
male and female Krafft-Ebingites. 
These AC-DC customers provide a| speeds” among the major com- 
picturesque part of Village bars | panies, which finds Columbia Rec- 
and niteries, and a cuffo automatic | ords as the lone holdout on em- 
draw for the joints. For many, a/| bracing 45 rpm, will be taken to 
drink at the bar can constitute an /| the people via radio starting Sept. 
evening’s entertainment. Flutter-|10. On that date, Columbia starts 
ings of the boys and athletic stance | sponsorship of a Sunday afternoon 
of the femmes have long been a/| (1:30 to 2) program on its parent 
primary attraction to this part of |company network, CBS, to plug 
New York town. | LP records. 

Despite the current accent on| (Columbia Records had a similar- 
type of entertainment not readily jy sponsored program last season, 
available elsewhere, the legit spots | but on a very limited network and 
are hitting a good stride. Spots! for a limited time. In the fall, 
Such as Bill Bertolotti’s, El Chico} however, CR will expand to 75 
and others are attracting a staple | stations and plans a full season 
element as they have done for promotion campaign to make lis- 


many years. t : 
se 2 | teners LP conscious. 
Cafe Society Downtown has a/} 


varied business beat, depending | 
upon the headliner. The Village | ? 

Vanguard, now closed for the sum- | YANKS KOREAN UPBEAT 
Mer, was one of the more aaene| 

perous spots. Nick’s and Eddie | 
Condon’s have long been gathering 
Spots for the swing aficionados and 
for the classicists, Elsie’s Music 
Box (also shuttered for the sum- 

















More -encouraging news from 
American forces in Korea, specifi- 
cally that Gls were starting on je 
‘onti offensive, was all that was neede 
a eee to make a better stock market yes- 

terday (Tues.). Radio and TV 
stocks, which have been in the 


Nar ks to Accelerate forefront of selling in recent a 
: were strong leaders in the upturn 
Veterans Hospital Shows on the Big » Rare Several picture 
Washington, July 18. company issues firmed up, with 
The Korean war crisis may | strong buying reported both in WB 
change the fall campaign plans of and RKO common. 
the Veterans Hospital Camp Shows Strongest gainer among tele- 
Which is the peacetime equivalent | vision shares was Zenith, which 
of USO-Camp_ Shows. VHCS, | showed a gain of $2 on the day. 
which had been planning a fund-| Emerson was up 8712c and RCA 
drive around October, is expected | climbed 75c, while Philco ad- 
to amalgamate with the Asso-| vanced $1.25. 
at Services for the Armed | : 
rces in a single drive to raise 
monies ‘ty sytingle drive to raise) — Berle’s Drama 1-Shot 
Hollywood, July 18. 
Milton Berle on Friday (21) will 














not only for the Armed Forces, but 
tor the wounded vets of World. 


n II as well. | cut a tape for “Rave Notice,” an 
( t Extent of U. S. involvement in original by James Poe for CBS 
‘¢ current Korean war will dic- | “Suspense” airer. It will be broad- 


| late whether ASAF will go on a/ cast in the fall. It’s a backstage 
name expansion. In that case, | tale, one of few times Berle has 
Us likely that ASAF will be the | essayed drama. 

op agency in the setup with| Berle was confined to his hotel 

VHCS as a subsidiary agency. It’s| room today (Tues.). He broke a 


(Continued on page 16) tooth biting into a roll. 











lage is again the mecca of tourists | field sponsored Saturday nights on | 


Reddi-Wip marks stock venture | 


The stepped-up “battle of the | 


UPS TV, FILM STOCKS 


RATIONING MAY 
UP BOAOFFIGE 


By HERB GOLDEN 


Rapidly rising temperature of 
the erstwhile cold war has every 
facet of show biz appraising its fu- 
ture in the light of total mobiliza- 
tion. The o.o. makes it immedi- 
| ately apparent that the changes in 
| prospect are far greater and more 
significant than those that began 
with World War II 10 years ago. 

Most important change promised 
|is a reversal of the positions of 
| films and television. Ascendancy 
| of TV as the new giant of show 
| business during the past three 
bs looks certain to be arrested 
| 
| 
| 














when and if economic and indus- 
trial mobilization occurs. Con- 
versely, films promise to climb to 
new highs, reversing athe down- 
| ward trend since the war. 
| Similar turnabout of the re- 
lationship of TV and AM radio ap- 
— to be in the cards. War in 
Korea has already placed a pre- 
|mium on news broadcasts and if 
production of new tele sets is 
stalled, AM is figured certain to 
stabilize its slipping position as a 
show biz factor. (See stories in 
Radio and Television sections.) 
Newsreels, which had been slid- 


(Continued on page 535) 


Rain Socks N.Y. Stadium 
Concerts; 1006 Loss Seen 


For the first time in its 33-year- 
old history, the Lewisohn Stadium, 
|N. Y., concert management is lop- 
ping a week off its schedule this 
summer, due to a dented b.o. Con- 
tinued bad weather and increased 
operating costs are chief reasons 
|for the cut. Unavailability of cer- 
tain big stars, who appeared in 
previous seasons and proved sure- 
fire draws but made other plans 





other reason. Season, now in its 
fifth week, will be cut down from 
its usual eight-week setup to seven. 

Rained-out nights and overcast 
skies on other evenings have 
nicked the b.o. and budget so 
badly, that deficit for the 1950 
season is likely to reach $100,000. 
Stadium series usually runs be- 
hind each summer, with loss made 
up by donations from _public- 
|minded citizens. Last year’s (’49) 
deficit was about $65,000; two 
years ago, it was $84,000. 











16-Year Quick Change 


Eddie Cantor, when he vis- 
ited Israel early this month, 
found that some of his old 
Goldwyn pictures had been 
revived. At an Israeli state 
function several days later, 
one of the governmental of- 
ficials, who had just seen one 
of the films, commiserated, 
“What Israel has done to you; 
you seem to have aged over- 
night, Mr. Cantor.” 

The comedian had to explain 
that “Kid Millions” was pro- 
duced 16 years ago. , 





this summer, is believed to be an- a August. 


SHOW BIZ EYES WAR CHANGES J 





CONNIE MACK FINALLY 


Philadelphia, July 18. 

Connie Mack confirmed a report 
last’ Thursday (13) that he has 
finally consented to the filming of 
a motion picture based on his life. 
The 87-year-old Philadelphia Ath- 
'letic manager-president, has stated 
| more than once in the past that he 
| would never give his okay for any 


| film story while he was still alive. 


| Deal was set by Christy Walsh. 
Mack announced he would go to 
| Hollywood in January or February 





'of next year to look things over. | 


|“The picture, as ! understand it, 
| will not be based wholly on base- 
| ball, but will also contain incidents 


| dren,” Mack said. 


| Local sport circles think Mack’s 


change of heart was brought about | 
by the poor showing of the A’s this | 


year, both on the field and at the 


turnstile. The film company set 
to make the picture wasn’t re- 
vealed. 





Record Biz In 
Upward Swing 


Following the nosedive in May, 
the record business curve has been 


months. Except for the July 
4 week, each week has been 
succeedingly better, according to 
| disk distrib indexes, Pickup has 
hair field, with the latter getting a 
special boost from the swap-in 
plans inaugurated by RCA Victor, 
London and Mercury records. 
Resilience of the current record 
market is seen auguring well for 
the fall and winter market, when 
| retailers generally do 25% of their 
annual business around Christmas. 


pickup in trade was felt until mid- 





RADIO TO NIP AUDIENCE 
SCARES; CENSOR PLUGS 


The screening of commercials is 
returning to a wartime status at 
the networks, with CBS already 
notifying its continuity acceptance 
department (censor boys) to be on 
the alert for any copy that might 
tend to throw a scare into the lis- 
tening audience. The other webs 
are mulling similar precautions. 

Revival of the ruling which was 
put into effect through the dura- 
tion of World War II applies to all 
spot announcements, regular com- 
mercials, etc., and is particularly 
aimed at the type of plugs that 
simulate news flashes. (The ruling 
was relaxed immediately after the 
| war was over.) 
| The new ruling reportedly stems 
| from a spot announcement used by 
Look magazine which, in plugging 
some of the mag articles/ used a 
news flash technique that had 
scare connotations that might 
easily have been misinterpreted by 
listeners, in the opinions of the 
web. 





| of interest to women and chil-| 


climbing steadily in the last two. 


been felt both in the pop and long- | 


In previous years, no noticeable | 


~ Cued by ‘Madam 


NBC’s deal to provide 100% 
| financing for Irving Berfin’s new 
|Broadway musical, “Call Me 
| Madam,” plus the likelihood that 
| the company may also bankroll “A 
| Tree Grows in Brooklyn,” the 
forthcoming Berlin-George Abbott 
| adaption of Betty Smith’s novel, 
| is making pix exhibs nervous. They 
jsee it as a reaction to Holly- 
wood’s own lack of interest in 
| Broadway recently, which they fear 
may open many top properties to 
the call of TV. . 

Besides the ‘“‘“Madam” and pros- 
pective “Brooklyn” deals, it’s fig- 
ured that CBS may be involved in 
the financing of the musical edition 
of “Having Wonderful Time,” 
which Arthur Kober is adapting 
from his original play, with Harold 
Rome slated to provide the songs 
and Phil Silvers mentioned as a 
possibility for the lead. The show, 
to be titled “‘Wish You Were Here,” 
| is to be presented by Max Gordon, 
' with Hubbe]l Robinson, Jr., CBS 
| vice-president in charge of broad- 
| casts, as silent partner who will 
‘raise the $200,000 bankroll. 
| Exhibs—and many distribution 
_execs—are fearful that if the pic- 
ture studios continue their reti- 
/cence on buying hit legiters, well- 
‘known and _  0»partially  pre-sold 
Broadway hits will find their way 
to tele, making that much more 
competition to theatres. 
| Surprising number 





| 
| 


of major 
Broadway successes of the past 
couple years have been given the 
| Hollywood go-by. With the pres- 
'sure on for production economy, 
prices have been considered too 
high. Many of the plays and mu- 
sicals likewise are not suitable for 
filming, despite their popularity, 
which means an expensive writing 
job to get them ready. 

Above all, story department ex- 
, ees point out, success on Broadway 
| is no assurance of equal success of 
+a picture version. Many films based 
on top plays and musical hits have 
fizzled. That’s not entirely the 
point, say the exhibs, because these 
same properties would probably 
make very strong TV attractions. 
| NBC*s $200,000 investment in 
| (Continued on page 47) 


‘Domestic’ TV Format 
| As Electioneering Aid 


| New Orleans, July 18. 

| A new wrinkle in electioneering 
| bowed on television here Friday 
/(14) over WDSU-TV when Con- 
| gressman T. Hale Boggs of the Sec- 
| ond Louisiana District appeared be- 
fore the cameras with his wife 
and three children. 

In a setting of the living room 

of a home, Boggs, seeking re- 
| election, said that he believed it 
| “fitting to have children on a politi- 
cal program because most of the 
| grave decisions today will affect 
| their generation more greatly than 
ours.” 
Also making brief addresses and 
|singing on the program were Mrs, 
| Boggs, and the children, Barbara, 
11; Tommy, 9, and Corinne, 644. 
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More Legits to TV. 


OKAYS HIS FILMBIOG 






























































~ oe 





ae 


~ 


a tis amen at ahr ee oan Hat gee 


Sana 






* 


tems | 


ee ee ee a ee 


~— 











MISCELLANY 


Wednesday, July 19, 1950 





Films, Radio, Tele Coverage Hypos 
To War Footing; TY Making Self Felt 


Washington, July 18. + 


While American troops are bat-— 
tling on the Korean war front, Cl- 
vilian and military reps have al-| 
ready set in motion the wheels for. 
full motion picture and radio-tele 
coverage of the war. Newsreel 
coverage is following the pattern 
of World War II, with the com- 
panies pooling their efforts and 
sharing the combat footage sup- 
plied by the Armed Services. 

The something new that has 
been added is video, whose kinship 
to both pix and radio is more 
marked than ever in its new role 
of war reporting. TV newsreels 
do not share in the film companies’ 
pool, but do have access to the of- 
ficial military footage on equal 
basis with the newsreels. Televi- 
sion thus emerge as more marked 
competition to the theatrical reels 
than ever. In addition, a new 
trend was noted over the weekend 
when Gene and Charles Jones, top- | 
flight D. C. newspaper lensers, teed 
off for Tokyo to cover the war for 
NBC-TV. 

Coverage bv newsreel lensers at- 
tached to General MacArthur's 
headquarters is being supplement- 
ed almost daily by combat footage 


‘from all branches of the Armed 


Forces, supplied on a rotating basis 
to the motion picture and TV com- 
panies after being screened at the 
Pentagon for security. Each com- 
pany is responsible in turn for 
making prints for its competitors. 

The Pentagon, caught off guard 
in most wavs by the emergency, 
scored perfect timing in both films 
and radio. A new radio studio and 
a new screening room,- sharing 
sound controls, had just been com- 
pleted when the crisis arose. Both 
are proving valuable for on-the- 
spot briefings and recordings, as 
well as broadcasts. 

Radio correspondents, who 
griped through World War II for 
better facilities without success, 
now have their own Pentagon 
pressroom and are. originating 
broadcasts after the twice-a-day 

(Continued on page 47) 


Tax Cut Nix No Surprise; 
COMPO D.C. Work Praised 


Washington, July 18. 

Action of the Senate Finance 
Committee in shelving the new tax 
bill last week was entirely ex- 
pected both in and out of show 
business and appeared to cause no 
excitement anywhere. From what 
could be learned in Washington, 
reps of the entertainment field— 
despite their disappointment at 
losing a 50° reduction in the ad- 
missions tax and a drop of from 
20% to 15° in the nite on nitery 
tabs—felt that the Finance Com- 
mittee was doing exactly what had 
to be done. 

Opinion on Capitol Hill was that 
the Council of Motion Picture Or- 
ganizations (COMPO) had done a 
firstrate job of presenting the case 
for a reduced admissions levy and 
that, if and when a cut comes, the 
admissions were surely be taken 
care of. There is no indication of 
a tax increase at present, and no 
increase in the admissions excise is 
expvected no matter what happens. 

The Senate Finance Committee 
acted upon a request from Treas- 
ury Sec. John Snyder, who told 
the Committee any reduction at 
this time would be unrealistic. He 
said new taxes might be the next 
siep. 











Taxes, Better TV Cue | 
Danny Kaye’s Holdout 


Minneapolis, July 18. 

Here in person at Radio City, 
Danny Kaye says he is not | 
rushing into television, edespite 
flattering offerings and a feeling 
that he’s a “natural” for the medi- | 
um | 
; 

| 





He's waiting for an improve- 
ment on TV. and income tax con- 


siderations also enter into his de-| B& 


cision, he said. 


Parisian Prosties, Cops, 
Shooting Galleries No | 
Match for U.S. Legiters 


Paris, July 18. 

Janet Wolfe, ex-Broadway ac- | 
tress in the Orson Welles produc- | 
tion, “Unthinking Lobster,” in 
Paris, was involved in an escapade 
recently that gave the gendarmes | 
a bad half-hour. Incident started 
when Miss Wolfe, at a_ shooting 
performers 


gallery with U. S. 
Eartha Kitt and Josh White, got | 
into an argument with the proprie- | 
tor over an alleged overcharge. In | 
the crowd attracted by the uproar | 
were a number of streetwalkers ; 
operating in the vicinity. 

With police currently engaged in 
a drive to clean up vice in the 
French capital, several of them | 
seized the opportunity to arrest a 
flock of girls and rush them off in 
the patrol wagon. Seeing an op- 
portunity to confuse the coppers, 
Miss Wolfe slipped in with the} 
femmes and was carted off to the 
hoosegow. The ‘regular’ prisoners | 
were at first resentful because 
Miss Wolfe’s argument with the 
shooting gallery operator caused 
their arrest, but they broke up 
when she claimed to be hungry 
and demanded that the _ patrol 
wagon driver stop and let them eat 
at the plush Carrere restaurant on 
the way to the station house. 

At headquarters, the actress ex- 
plained that she didn’t have her 
identification papers or passport 
with her, but the authorities re- 
leased her with a lecture when 
they realized she was an “impos- 
ter.” Subsequently, she and her 
two Yank companions forced the 


their bill 30°¢. 


MAY DIVVIES DOWN TO 
1906, LOWEST IN YRS. 


Washington, July 18. 
May film industry’ dividends 
were down to a thin $190,000, low- 





est in years, U. S. Commerce Dept. | 


reported last week. Figure was 
lower than even the $215,000 for 


- 


May, 1949. 


For the first five months of this | 
year, the melon for the stockhold- | 


ers amounted to $11,243,000, about 
$2.000.000 behind the $13,293,000 
for the same period of 1949.. Com- 
merce Dept. savs the publicly an- 
nounced dividends in any industry 
amount to about 60 or 65% of all 
dividends actually paid to stock- 
holders of that industry. 











| moment he steps on the stage. He 
}runs through his stumbling bit, 


| are pretty-close t 


| Rush is that Sunbrock has played 

'their home towns of Canton and | 
| Portsmouth, O. All they want him , 
|to do is to change the billing of | 
| his rodeo so it won't be too easily | SDGA T0 SET PACT 

|mistaken for someone else, since | ' 
shooting gallery boss to reduce | Rogers does a littl. of rodeoing of | 


| brock’s set is a chap named Cow- | 
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Bob Benchley Shorts 
Sold by Metro for Book 


Hollywood, July 18. | 
| Metro shorts production chief | 
|Fred Quimby, after an extensive | 
'search of files, came vp with hun- | 
‘dreds of stills from five briefies | 
|made by ihe late Robert Benchley | 
and sold them for publication. Wyn | 
Publishing Co. of N. Y. will pay | 
Metro for the material, which will | 
be published as “The Reel Bench- 
“ley,” with foreword by Howard 
Dietz. This is one of the few times 
a studio has been able to utilize 
all stills ),rofitably. 

Shorts, made between 1934-37, 
|are “How tu Sleep,” “How to Train 
|a Dog,” ““My Tomato,” “How to Be 
a Detective” and ““No News Is Good 
| News.” 














WILL MAHONEY 
THE INIMITABLE 

Heldover, Roxy Theatre, New 
York. . 

VARIETY, July 12, said: “Current 
bill at the Roxy . . . a strong draw. 
Will Mahoney's dancing and clown- 
ing are sock. 

“Mahoney 





Garry Davis Now Mulling 
Return to Show Biz; His 
First Book Is Due in Jan. 


Garry Davis, former musical 
comedy actor who founded a ‘post- 
war world citizenship movement 
in Europe, is busily working in 
and tells a couple of anecdotes be- | N. Y. on his first book, but also 
fore climbing on his xylophone. His| mulling a return to show biz. 


. draws yocks the 


| tapping is not only musically ac- | Question is whether to come back 








curate but graceful as well.’’—Chan. | as just a song-and-dance man in a 
Represented by musical, sans any political over- 
ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. | tones, letting his mere presence 
: serve as reminder of his world 
aims, or in a show that would stress 
the aims of his movement. He's 
Sunbrock Up to Old Dodge flirting with the idea of doing a 
° propaganda type of show, assem- 
Tricks as Rogers, Rep bling a group of competent enter- 
e e tainers for the purpose, but the 
Try Tracking Him Down dangers of being associated with 
fs any political group in these high- 
Hollywood, July 18. strung times may discourage the 
Roy Rogers and his manager, idea. Davis’ movement, he feels, is 
Art Rush, are hunting for an elu- above political party bickering. 
sive Larry Sunbrock. Neither |, His first book, “Credo,” story of 
; : : his adventures and beliefs, will be | 
they, nor Rogers’ home studio, Re- published by Farrar, Straus & Co., 
public, like the idea of the roving Jan. 1, ’51. First draft is done, 
promoter billing his brone busters and Davis r pig econ and - 
ser ; rr vising proofs. eantime, a 24- 
we ane megars Rodeo, with Roy page pamphlet titled “From War 
and Trigger. Pilot to World Citizen” has been 
They've alerted what practically | published as sort of digest by the 
amounts to a manhunt through the | Libertarian Press, of Glen Gard- 
south and midwest but Sunbrock |! ner, N. J. Last December, Davis 
keeps circumventing them. Com-| started a world citizen publication 
mented a studio official: “He must | in Strasbourg, in three languages, 
know the state laws better than called Cristal, and a U. S. edition 
the lawyers. The towns he plays is due soon. This is a co-ordinat- 
the state line | ing bulletin for world citizenship. 
and he keeps crossing them to The actor, son of the  band- 
avoid any ‘entanglements’.” wy rs ale gray yonrnigeen | 
be de , . S. citizenship last year, and al- 
Deepest cut of all to Rogers and though he’s reapplied for it, is still 
technically an alien or stateless 
person, 





WITH 1ST TV STATION 


| t Hollywood, July 18. 
| boy Roy Simpson, , Sereen Directors Guild of Amer- 
| Try as they have, Rogers Re- ica, at a board meeting last week, 
| public and Rush can’t catch up, heard a report that it will soon 
with him because no one but Sun- | complete its first agreement with a 
| brock knows where he’ll be play- | television station. Pact would be 
|ing the next day. He has no its first major victory in its juris- 
‘schedule and works the one- ‘ictional battle with the Radio- 
nighters out of his hat. Television Directors Guild. 
SDGA board discussed the alli- 
a _ ance which is being effected in 
Sunbrock Yields Frozen N. Y. between ~ RTDG _ ~ 
9 ne ae eastern Screen irectors Guild. 
$12,057 Back Taxes to U.S. spGa said that although the 
Cincinnati, July 18. Gotham group had sought affilia- 
Be a eer ee tion with the SDGA it had been 
| 7 ogre n Federal Court turned down by the Hollywood 
here last week, $12,057 seized by | union. 
the Government in 1944 from) Board disclosed a letter from 
‘Larry Sunbrock, promoter of sun- | the SDGA to the SDG of N. Y. 
dry shows for application on i oe ee 
_come and admission taxes he owed | ynion’s bid to form a national-or- 
iititeatoe ie WaS ganization with authority divided 
: between east and west and with 
Heavy snatch was made on re- some of the eastern union’s activi- 
ceipts of a rodeo Sunbrock engi- ties financed by SDGA. 
-neered at Crosley Field. His form- | 
er wife, Mario Pope Sunbrock, and . ’ F 
Jack Andrews, then filed suit for Skouras Daughter Death 


recovery of the money, alleging it| QCaneels 20th Press Meet 


was theirs as proprietors of the | = 

show, and not Sunbrock’s. He was | M 1 a ag Geath on the Coast 
ra merely as their em- price igs RB gy wlkab gp ater 
oyee. = , Se i 
— lation of the N. Y. press confer- 
| ence called for Monday afternoon 
. by the 20th-Fox prexy. He report- 
Marian Anderson Pacted edly was scheduled, together with 
For 20th Featurette veepes Al Lichtman and Andy W. 
Hollywood, July 18. | in"sales policy designed to pita cr 
| Marian Anderson was added by hibitors a break in view of the cur- 

World Artists to the list of long- | rently slumping boxoffice. ‘ 
hair artists who'll make shorts Other 20th execs declined to dis- 
for 20th release this year. She'll! cuss the reported plan, preferring 
sing and appear in dramatized in- tg wait for Skouras. Twentieth 
cidents from*her own career. prez and Lichtman returned over 
WA, headed by Rudolph Polk the weekend from a week’s series 
and Bernard Luber, are currently of huddles in Hollywood with pro- 


his own. The “Roy” with Sun- | 

















. New York 19, N. Y. 








shooting a featurette with Nadine duction veepee Darryl F. Zanuck 





| Conner and Jan Peerce, ‘and studio exec Joseph M. Schenck. 





& am oo -—< — 7. 


Hot Words Fly 
In TVA-SAG Tiff 
Over Tele Thesps 


Hollywood, July 18. 

Television Authority and the 
Screen Actors Guild bounded into 
the ring again late last week when 
Kenneth Thomson, repping SAG, 
and George Heller, holding forth 
for TVA, battled out the teevee 
jurisdictional problems with hot 
words. 

Thomson answered Heller's 
statement of early last week say- 
ing. in part, that “Screen Actors 
Guild was shocked but scarcely 
surprised by George Heller's -re- 
action to SAG’s latest offer that 
removed all possible legal barriers 
to TVA negotiations for actors in 
the field of live télevision.”’ Heller 
had previously termed as “ridic- 
ulous” the SAG’s offer to waive its 
rights or claims to jurisdiction 
over live video stating that the 
Screen Guild has no rights over 
live teevee therefore cannot waive 
its claims in the field. 


Thomson shot back that “Heller 
knows full well that SAG at no 
time offered to waive rights te 
jurisdiction over’ live video  be- 
cause SAG never claimed jurisd  «- 
tion rights in the field of live te'c- 
vision.” In a press telease dis- 
persed by SAG and lated July 5, 
the Guild did say it would “waive 
any rights or claims it might have 
in pending National Labor Rela- 
tions Board proceedings regarding 
actors in live television, provided 
that the television networks and 
Television Authority proceed im- 
mediately to negotiate a contract 
for performers.” 

Thomson’s reply to Heller's early 
last week. statement further de- 
clares, “In Mr. Heller’s reported 
reply to SAG’s statement, which 
urged TVA to start negotiations for 
performers in live _ television, 
Heller has said everything except 
what he intends to do about the 
plight of live television actors. 
SAG’s prime purpose in its latest 

‘Continued on page 47) 


DOS Delaying Return To 
Europe for Wife’s Par Pic 


David O. Selznick won’t be head- 
ing back to Europe until well into 
the fall, according to present indi- 
cations. Producer is understood 
planning to delay sailing on over- 
seas production deals until his 
wife, Jennifer Jones, completes her 
present picture commitment. She 
will appear in Paramount’s “Carrie 
Ames,” plaving opposite Laurence 
, Olivier. Shooting starts next 
month. 

Postponement will probably push 
back U. S. release of “Gone io 
Earth” until about Christmas. 
“Earth” was jointly produced in 
England by Selznick and Sir Alex- 
ander Korda and some additional! 
shooting with Miss Jones, who 
stars, is to be done in London. 

Lewis Stone, Selznick’s exec aide, 
recently returned from Europe. He 
was working on details of two pix 
to be made in England, two in 
France and two in Italy, to be joint- 
lv made with a local producer in 
each country, 








20th’s ‘Heaven’ to Suspend 
| If Webb Has the Mumps 


Hollywood, July 18. 

Moppet Gigi Perreau, featured 
in 20th’s “For Heaven’s Sake.” 
was removed to her home yester- 
day ‘Mon.) with mumps. A few 
hours later, Clifton Webb co!- 
lapsed on the set, with doctors 
fearing he’s a victim of the same 
malady. Schedule allows tor 
shooting around Webb until Satur- 
dav. If he’s not sufficiently re- 
covered then, production wil! 
suspend. 

Absence of Miss Perreau for 10 
days won't delay shooting. 


Dickinson’s Defense Post 


Washington, July 18. 

Edward T. Dickinson, Jr., nam d 
vesterday (17) as assistant to the 
| joint Secretaries in the Defense 
Dept., was for a while, after the 
war, vice-president of Universal 
Pictures in charge of educational 
films. 

He left Universal in July, 1948. 
to become director of program ¢o- 
ordination for the Economic Co- 
operation Administration. 
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McNutt Confab Beclouds Further 
Implications Behind UA Control Swap 


Veil of mystery that hangs over 
details and implications of last 
week’s change of control of United 
Artists was drawn even tighter yes- 
terday (Tues.) by Paul V. McNutt 
and Frank L. McNamee, new board 
chairman and president, respec- 
tively. The silver curtain they have 
hung on the identity of their prin- 
cipals and their intentions has 
served only ‘to heighten trade 
opinion that there’s lots more to 
the deal than is currently visible. 

With speculation and rumor rife, 
McNutt and McNamee called a 
press confab yesterday attended 
by more than 25 trade and lay 
newsmen. McNutt announced at 
the start that the conference was 
scheduled primarily ‘to prove that 
we don’t have horns.” That’s just 
about all it did prove. 

McNutt either outrightly refused 
to answer queries or stated that the 
new management was so unfamiliar 
with plot or plan of UA that it 
hadn’t made up its mind on any 
questions concerning personnel, fu- 
ture operations, production poli- 
cies, financing of producers or any- 
thing else. 

He refused to go beyond the 
statement that he held as trustee 
90% (3,600) of the 4,000 shares for- 
merly owned by Mary Pickford 
and Charles Chaplin each. He said 
that none of the 12,000 shares now 
in the treasury has been touched. 

Despite reliable trade reports 
that the principals he represents 
have a two-year option to purchase 
the remaining 400 shares that Miss 
Pickford and Chaplin continue to 
hold, he refused comment on the 
subject. He said he didn’t know 


(Continued on page 55) 





UA Producer Financing 
Problems Pointed Up In 
Indie Goldsmith's Case’ 


Evidence of the hard time | 
United Artists producers were 
having in getting financing prior 
to sale of control of the company 
last week, was seen in the experi- 
ence of indie I. G. Goldsmith. ° 
had to temporarily abandon pro- 
duction of a third picture because 
he couldn’t obtain bank loans on 
two unreleased ones. 


Banks stated flatly that they 
would not advance coin against 
pix distributed by UA. Their at- 
titude is now expected to change, 
however, as indications of stability 
and financial responsibility of the 
new management-ownership group 
are shown. 

In the meantime, Goldsmith is 
heading -back to England, where 
he formerly produced, in an effort 
to raise private capital for his 
next pic. He anticipates making 
it in Hollywood. 

Recently completed but as yet 
unreleased by UA are “Three 
Husbands” and “The _ Scarf.” 
Goldsmith had expected to pledge 
the negatives in a “pick-up” deal 
with one of several New York 
banks that make that type of loan 
on completed films. 

Harry Kosiner, who reps Edward 
Small and other indies on sales, 
has also been named by Gold- 
smith to serve as his distribution 
Watchdog. Pix are slated for re- 
lease within the next few months. 





U Sets 1st Mass Preem 
For Art Pic on ‘Money 


First saturation booking ever 
fiven an art picture has been set 
by Universal for J. Arthur Rank’s 
Run for Your Money,” an Alec 
rulnness starrer. 


9 


Distrib has) 





+ 
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The New Era 


Sale of United Artists con- 
trol last week really looks like 
the beginning of a new era, ac- 
cording to a yarn told by the 
new prexy, Frank L. McNamee. 
He said in New York this week 
that following inking of the 
contracts Charles Chaplin 
walked over to Mary Pickford 
and kissed her. She looked up 
in surprise and virtually with 
tears in her eyes said, ‘Why, 
Charlie, that’s the first time 
you've done that in all the 
years we've known’ each 
other.” 

The former co-owners of UA 
have for years been at virtual 
dagger points. That’s what 
made the goodwill scene such 
a surprise to McNamee, new 
board chairman Paul V. Mc- 
Nutt and new secretary Max 
Kravetz, who were present at 
Miss Pickford’s Pickfair estate 
for the paper inking. 
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Russ Still Tarry 
Over Film Deal 
With Yanks: Maas 


negotiating stage is the Motion 
Picture Export Assn.’s film deal 
with Russia. Soviets have now se- 
lected four additional pictures, 
MPEA veepee and general man- 
ager Irving Maas disclosed in New 
York yesterday (Tues.), aside from 
11 taken previously. Two of the 
fresh pix, he said, are Metro’s 
“Yearling” and “Wizard of Oz.” 

Arrangements for the latest 
batch were handled by the MPEA’s 
eastern European supervisor Louis 
Kanturek who left Moscow 10 
days ago. Original deal, as set up 
by Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica prexy Eric Johnston in a Mos- 
cow visit two years ago, called for 
the Russians to take 20 pictures in- 
volving payment of $1,000,000. 

To date, Maas revealed some 59 
films have been 


than 200 submitted. Moreover, he 
observed, the Reds now want 38 
more for scrutiny. Meanwhile, the 
deal has become so protracted that 





Hitchcock East Scouting 
Towns for Next WB Pic: 


| 

Scouting locations for his next | 

| film for Warners, Alfred Hitchcock 
‘arrived in New York from the | 
‘Coast Friday (14) and moved on) 
to Washington Monday (17). Pic- 
ture will be based on a novel, 
“Strangers on a Train.” However, 
the title will probably be changed | 
before the director wraps up the | 


project. 








of the week, Hitchcock will look | 
‘over the setup at the West Side | 
'Tennis Club, Forest Hills, L. I. | 


‘ing the national men’s singles tour- | 
| location work will be done in a} 
couple af eastern smalltowns and | 
| Washington. 
| panied on his survey by Bill Guth- 


‘rie, Warner location manager, 


Pickford East on UA 


| 


Mary Pickford arrived in New 


Director is accom: | 








lined up 12 houses in the metro- | York yesterday (Tues.) from the | 


Politan New York area for a day- 


and-date opening on the film next! Paul V. McNutt and Frank L. Mc- 
Tuesday (25), | 


Dozen theatres plan to pool both 
their display advertising and pub- | 
licity before and during the pic- 
ture’s run. U is currently map-| 
Ping similar simultaneous satura-| 
tion openings for “Money” in other 


territories, | 


Coast. She’s east to confab with 


Namee, who last week took over | 
control of United Artists from Miss | 
Pickford #nd Charles Chaplin. 

She'll huddle on selection of the 
member of the board, to which 
she’s entitled, in her new post of 
v.p. She goes back to Hollywood 
Saturday (22). 





screened for look at production. 
Soviet officials out of a list of more | rectors Committee will adminis- 


(Continued on page 18) | 
| 


'Story calls for shooting there dur- ‘surrounding territory near cities | 





REJECT WILSON 
OFFER OF LESS 


London, July 18. 
American negotiating team met 


Wilson today (Tues.) 
Anglo-U. S. films agreement and 
| lost no time in laying its cards on 
the table. It announced flatly that | 
| it was rejecting the offer of the 
| British government made during 
| previous negotiations in May. 
| Yanks stated they wanted a re- 
turn to “normal trade relations.” 
| That means unrestricted remit- 
tances to the U. S. of American 
film earnings here. It would mean 
the transfer to America in the next 
year of upwards of $30,000,000, in- 
stead of the $17,000,000 more or 
less which the British have offered. 
U. S. position is taken as merely 
a strong trading stance with no 
likelihood of acceptance by the 





with Board of Tradé prexy Harold | 
on a new!) 


Depinet Appears Sole Acceptable 
Choice for COMPO Exec V.P. (Paid 


Job) If He Ever Decides to Exit RKO 





Double-Checking 


With the cold war rapidly 
getting hotter, distribs are be- 
ing forced to go over all their 
reissue prints and some of 
their foreign imports with a 
fine tooth-comb. They’re look- 
ing for any semblance of foot- 
age that might be construed 
as pro-Russian. 

Even “The Tawny Pipit,” J. 
Arthur Rank production about 
a family of birds that builds 
its nest in a British village, felt 
the shears this week. U. S. 
distrib Irvin Shapiro excised a 
snatch of “The International” 


a 








Board of Trade. Latter’s attitude 
wasn’t disclosed, but the initial | 
session lasted under one hour and | 
no time was set for resumption of | 
the talks. | 

Eric Johnston, prez of the Mo- | 
tion Picture Assn. of America; | 
Ellis Arnall, prez of the Society of | 
Independent Motion Picture Pro- | 
ducers; James A. Mulvey, also | 
repping SIMPP, and Joyce O’Hara, | 
Johnston’s exec assistant, arrived | 
here by air from New York yester- | 
day (Monday) for the meetings. | 


Yank Reasons | 


Americans advanced to Wilson | 
|three main reasons for their de- | 
mand for resumption of “normal | 


trade relations.” First is that | 





StiH threshing around in the Britain’s dollar and general eco-|If that can be accomplished, Par 


|nomic position continues to show | 
(Continued on page 20) 


‘KEEP OUT’ SIGN FOR 
TOURISTS AT STUDIOS. 


Hollywood, July 18. | 

Major studios have re-affirmed | 
a long-standing decision not to put 
any welcome sign out for tourists 
this summer. Board of directors 
| of the Assn. of Motion Picture Pro- 
|ducers has put the nix on group | 
visits. 

No one has defined “group,” but 
it’s generally understood that only 
parties of under five people and 
those made up of press or other 
important personages, will get a 
Publicity Di- 








_ter the general rule on the eight 
| major member studios. 





heard in one sequence. 
: | 


| 








Par Eyeing Radio 
Buys As It Mulls 


DuMont Stock Sale 


Paramount is continuing to ex- 
plore the possibility of ridding it- 
self of its extensive stock interest 
in DuMont Television by trading 
the shares to its own stockholders. 


execs are said to have under con- 
sideration a plan for purchase of 





the American Broadcasting Co. or 
other radio and TV facilities. 
ABC has already been subject | 
of negotiations by 20th-Fox. ABC | 
board chairman Edward J. Noble | 
and 20th prez Spyros Skouras were | 


on price. Howard Hughes, RKO’s 
controlling stockholder, is also re- 
ported to have shown an interest 
in acquiring the web. 

Paramount owns 560,000 shares 
of the class B common of DuMont 
and 43,200 shares of class A, rep- 
resenting about 27% of the out- 
standing shares. These were ac-| 
quired at a cost of $164,000. At) 
the present market {about $17 a 
share), they’d be worth better than | 





| $10,000,000. | 


While holding this large share in 
DuMont, Par is pretty much hog- | 


(Continued on page 18) | 





New Product Boosts Biz; 


Launching of new, strong prod-| 
uct in many key cities covered by | 
VaRIETY this session is giving the 
national boxoffice picture a bright- 
er hue. Milder weather part of | 
week along the Atlantic seaboard 
also is helping. 

“Winchester ’73” (U), which was 
launched in some 17 big key spots | 
this frame, is pushing up front to | 





James’ Stewart starrer was heiped | 
by extensive bally, including a big 
ad campaign framed to take in 


| 


where pic opened. Western likely 


these keys this session. | 
“Duchess of Idaho” (M-G), an-| 
other newcomer, is landing second | 
spot, pushing ahead of “Annie Get | 
Gun” (M-G), which is a big third. | 
Fourth money goes to “Flame and 
Arrow” (WB), an action film along 
the old Doug Fairbanks’ style of | 
stunting. Appears to be catching) 
on nicely. | 

Fifth place goes to “Father of | 
Bride” (M-G), now nearly entirely 
on holdover or out of big key 
cities, while winding up sixth is 
“White Tower’ (RKO). Seventh 
money goes to “Where Sidewalk 
Ends” (20th), just getting started 
in key spots. “Irma Goes West” 
(Par) will wind up in eighth slot, 





National Boxoffice Survey 


| Man” 





‘Winchester’ Takes First; 


‘Duchess,’ ‘Annie,’ ‘Flame’ Next Strongest 


with “Rocketship X-M” (Lip) and} 
“Peggy” (U) rounding out the Big | 
10 list in that order. | 

Pacing the runner-up pix are) 
“Bright Leaf” (WB), “Good Humor | 
(Col), “Kind Hearts and. 
Coronets” (EL) and “Rogues of | 
Sherwood Forest” (Col) in, that se- | 
quence. 

Other new films are not faring 


Before returning west the end cop first place easily nationwide. | 5° Well with but few exceptions. 


“In Foreign Legion” (U) opened to | 
good biz in St. Louis despite off- | 
beat there. “Great Jewel Rob- 
ber” (WB) looms fair in L.A. 
but is mild in Louisville, light in 


‘nament in early September. Other) wij) hit better than $236,000 in Frisco and modest in Cleveland. 


“Mystery Street” (M-G) shapes 
fine in Frisco and good in Philly. 

“Crisis” (M-G), another new-, 
comer, is rated fair in Frisco, light 
in Cleveland and mild in N. Y. 
“Stars in Crown” (M-G) is getting 
no place in Chi. “Comanche Ter- | 
ritory” (U) looks fast in Denver. 
“Secret Fury” (RKO) is fair in 
Providence. “Eagle and Hawk” 
(Par), just okay in N. Y., is thin 
in Denver. 

“In Lonely Place” (Col) looms) 
fair in Washington. “Night and 
City” (20th) is nifty in Providence. 
“If This Be Sin” (UA) is dull in 
three keys. 


(Compiete Boxoffice Reports 
on Pages 10-11) 


Representations have reportedly 
been made to Ned E. Depinet to 
accept the full-time paid post of 
exec v.p. of the Council of Motion 
Picture Organizations. Move would 
entail his resignation from the 
presidency of RKO. Depinet is 
said to be considering the idea. 

RKO topper is now president of 
COMPO and has been a sparkplug 
in the all-industry public relations 
organization since its conception in 
Chicago almost a year ago. His 
major reason for considering the 
exec v.p. spot is purely a desire to 
see COMPO come to fruition. 

If Depinet refuses the post, 
there’s more than a fair chance 
that COMPO will fold up without 
ever really getting started. The 
RKO prez is the only man that the 
10 constituent organizations in 


|COMPO seemingly can agree on 


for the job of guiding its destiny. 
He’s seen as a needed unifying 
force. : 
Deal being shaped up for Depi- 
net would give him a five-year con- 
tract at $50,000 a year. Since 
COMPO’s dues aren’t slated to 
start until Sept. 1 and there’s more 
than a little doubt about them. at 
the moment, assurances regarding 


(Continued on page 47) 





Weak Ad-Pub Campaigns, 


As Much as TV, Causing 
B.0. Decline, Sez Gallup 


Theatre attendance in May this 
year was 17% below that of May, 
1949, Dr..George Gallup’s Audi- 
ence Research, Inc., announced last 
week, Estimates by the polling unit 
show that weekly admissions this 


iunable, however, to come to terms | May averaged 48,700,000 as com- 
|pared to 58 600,000 a year ago. 


May drop offsets the belief that 
the downward trend in attendance 
had been stopped with the slight 
rise in April. “The subsequent de- 


cline in May,” ARI report declares, 


(Continued on page 20) 


VARIETY 


Trade Mark Registered 


FOUNDED BY SIME SILVERMAN 
Published Weekly by VARIETY. inc 
Sid Silverman, President 
154 West 46th St.. New York 19.N ¥ 
Hollywood 28 
6311 Yucca Street 
Washington 4 
1292 National Press Building 
Chicago 11 

















612 No. Michigan Ave. 
London WC2 
8 St. Martin’s Pl.. Trafalgar Sq. 

SUBSCRIPTION Sa ie 
Annual $1 Foreign $1) 
Single Copies............ 25 Cents 
Vol.179 fee No. 6 

INDEX 

te, os sda 80 88 47 
COIR ioo a caeaen - . 54 ; 
Film Reviews ....... Patel 
House Reviews .......-- 48 
Hepide LOG 5 occu sveecs 50 
po eee 43 
Inside Pictures .....6ce+. 18 
Teme TOG 2. ieee cede 34 
Inside Television ...-..... 32 
pO ie Vial)! ee 14 
OP errr ree ee 49 
REE © ..4.. os 0 ob ae. a8 53 
ES oo els Dakine 6 eee ee 36 
Me SO kis ch bd beeen 47 
Night Club Reviews..... 46 
eee ee ere ee 55 
a rer er ee 3 
ESC aera - 21 
Radio Reviews .......... 30 
ae a ra Te 
Frank Secwlly ....... ices 
Me 2) 5. sO ed aee ob 25 
Television Reviews ...... 26 
a ls eS 45 








@ublished in Hollywood by 
Daily Variety. Ltd.) 
$15 a Year—$20 Foreign 

















DAILY VARIETY | 





ee eo 


COIN 








“ 


es har Pati dan eal lhe tay 


‘* 


a ~ 
scxpnilghiremiscvans Sooo 


Tat 
enor ng ipa a ~ 


a oe 


— - 
et Pas Pha ree at sg Con amen em ment g 


ee 
Tae 


uae 


et 
Eas 


is 


Fa IE pC ROG TID. 5 A> yn wena 











PICTURES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 19, 1950 





Duilfont GPEC Planning Theatre TV 
Production; May Cut Costs Sharply, 


Cost of theatre television equip- * 
ment, now one of the chief deter-. 
rents to the average indie exhibi- | 
tor, may be reduced considerably | 
within the next year as a result of | 
other manufacturers entering the | h I 
field. Both DuMont and General tion on the Korean situation 
Precision Equipment Corp. are via TV tonight (Wed.), using 
now working on theatre TV units its big theatre screen. The- 
and it’s believed that when they atre will start receiving the 
zre ready to spring their sets on telecast as soon as Truman 
the market, the resultant compe- starts his talk at 10:30 o'clock. 
tition with the other two or three The Par will use the Para- 





Prez on Theatre TV 


Paramount theatre, N. Y., 
Par flagship, will carry Presi- 
dent Truman’s talk to the na- 

















manufacturers will force the costs mount intermediate film sys- 
Theatre TV spokesmen, mean- speech on its screen. 
while, expressed little concern this ,;=——= 
week that the current Korean situ- 
ation might throw a hitch in 

their plans. While the Government armor ell reZ 
might ask TV set manufacturers to 

shift over to production of’ war ma- 

* 
pointed out that requirements of If WAC Resumes 
theatre TV equipment would be 9 
only a “drop in the bucket,” even ; — 
if every theatre in the country or- 
dered one. Possibility exists that S 1aison 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission. in view of the war threat, 
on the allocation of exclusive chan- {lm industry’s War Activities Com- 
nena large-screen video. but Mittee of World War II may be 
that is believed unlikely called shortly if the current out- 

Within Average Range look for peace continues to darken. 
To date. Paramount and RCA Initial siep in that direction was 
have turned out theatre TV units, taken by the board of the Motion 
with each tentatively listed to sell Picture Assn. of America in New 
Salk. «01 Oe named v.p. Francis S. Harmon as 
T 5 ‘ MPAA liaison with government 

T B h war agencies. 
€xaS LOWNS all owing Harmon headed the WAC dur- 
o> + ing the last war. It is thought 
Of Feature Pix in Parks likely he would get the assignment 
*,° again. It Would take an all-indus- 
As Theatre Competition try resolution to name him, how- 
The city commission here has 0 i agence of merely the 
voted unsnimously to ban the M Aston a ee or 
showing of feature-length and , Possibility is seen in some quar- 
short-subject films in local parks ‘ers that if ee ae nage 
during the summer morths. The Picture Organizations finally be- 
Amarillo, Tex.. city council took Comes an operating actuality, the 
similar action there recently. WAC may be set up as a subsidiary 
shown in local parks five nights tions organization. In any case, 
each week under joint sponsorship ‘t's figured that Harmon, with his 
of a grocery chain and the city World War II experience, 1s the 
recreation department. The renew- most likely candidate to head it. 
al of the contract was approved _ Harmon heads for Washington 
by the recreation department with- from New e. ork today (Wed.) for 
out consuiting the city commission. | iMitial confabs in his new MPAA 
tion of ths commissioners, the con- | State Dept. officials on use of films 
tract was promptly voided. in furthering the Voice of America 

Attendance at the film programs | Program overseas. He'll probably 
was estimated last year as run- ‘also confab with Army, Navy and 
ning between 50,000 and 60,000 Defense Dept. execs on a hypoed 
persons |program of providing films for 
Members of. the commission ‘Ops abroad. 
the 21 local theatres have invested ‘Continued on page 16) 
several million dollars in their | 
properties. Their aggregate payroll OHIO THEATRES SUED ON 
is large and they also attract many 
out-of-town visitors. PERCENTAG REPORTS 

Accordi.g to a spokesman for E 
the commissioners, “It isn’t right Clev 

: : eveland, July 18. 
for the city to compete with the = waorners. 20th-Fox, Paramount 
private enterprise.” Showings of and Loew's filed separate per- 

al films will be allowed. 
orgy ere films, whether short last week against several theatre 
or long, sre strictly forbidden. operating firms. Each action asks 
TELE HURTING BRITISH ‘tres. 
Involved in the suits are the 
BOXOFFICE T00: BROID Stillwell and Bedford theatres, 
’ x4 , Bedford, O.; Grand and Broadvue, 
Hollywood, July 18. Cleveland, and the Maple Heights, 
felevision for competition, has suf- plaintiffs are Jones, Day, Cockley 
tered less than in Germany or & Reavis as well as Sargoy & Stein 
France, where there is no video to of New York. 
keep customers at home. That is — 
the word brought back by Steve Utah-Nevada Chain Sued 
Broidyv. Monogram president, after ; Salt Lake City, July 18. 
six weeks of European observation. Eight majors filed separate per- 
have dropped 20°. The drop is against a chain operating nine thea- 
154 in France and 12% in Eng- tres in Utah and Nevada. Named 
Jand. defendants dre Hal F. Hawk, as 
beste ‘administrator of the estate of 
‘Claude C. Hawk, as well as the 
Astor Gets Two Two Stone Pix Claude Hawk Corp., which man- 
ages the houses. 
From UA for Re-Release Damages for claimed under- 
Holl ; 

Astor pages” Cae acquired Van Cott, Bagley, Cornwall & Mc- 
ast to two Andrew Stone pro- eric yet Pg se plaintiff distribs’ 
ductions from United Artists, and pote a Fes Mate nae He 
will re-release in early August. gp mera watz ae 
One, “Hi Diddle Diddle,” lensed in 
1943 and starring Dennis O'Keefe, BLASKEY, VET BUYER, QUITS 
marked the screen return of Pola some 50 Warner houses in north- 

Negri, and is getting a title shift ern New Jersey, resigned last 
to “Diamonds and Crime,” Wednesday (12). He has no im- 
Second, “Sensation of 1945,” mediate plans. 
with Eleanor Powell, W. C. Fields, Starting with the old Stanley Co. 
Sophie Tucker, Cab Calloway and of America in 1920, Blaskey joined 
Woody Herman, 


down. tem to throw the _ televised 
teriel if the situation worsens, it’s 
might defer its pending hearings , Overall meeting to reactivate the 
‘Continued on page 16) ‘ork last Friday (14) when it 
Lubbo¢k, Tex., July 18. ever, and enlarge his chores from 
Last summer, feature films were mM of the all-industry public rela- 
When this was called to the atten-| Tole. His first huddle will be with 
pointed out that the operators of WAC during the last war coord- 
theatre or any other legitimate 
centage suiis in federal court here 
Film: business in England, with Maple Heights, O. Repping the 
Grosses in Germany, he said, centage suits in federal court here 
July 18. reporting of percentage are sought. 
Martha Scott and June Havoc, Sam Blaskey, film buyer for 
year from the title. 


i merged. 


damages for alleged under-report- | 
ing of receipts on percentage pic- | 


is dropping the Warners when the two firms were | 


New Nassour Firms 


Sacramento, July 18. 
Nassour brothers, William and | 
Edward, filed incorporation papers 
here for two new companies, Nas- 


sour Pictures, Inc., and Nassour | 


Television Pictures, Inc. 

Films will be made under two 
new corporate names for theatre 
and TV programs. 


Korea War Boosts 
Newsrecler B.0. 


Publie interest in the Korean 
War has been reflected by a sharp 
boost in attendahice at their houses, 
executives of three circuits special- 
izing in newsreels revealed in New 
York this week. Business which 
previously had hit “an all-time 
low.” declared Alfred Burger, head 
of the 15-theatre Telenews chain, 
has now vanced an “appreciable 
extent.”” He estimated the hike at 
close to 10°. 

Norman Elson. chief of the five- 
house Guild Enterprises, pointed 
out that already there has been 
a marked increase in trade and 
predicted that the near future will 
show at least a 25% attendance 
hike. International situation, he 
said. is not only “bringing people 
back to the movies but is renewing 
their interest in films in general.” 

Similar view was held by Burger. 
who described the current crisis 
as a stimulant that is making the 
public more conscious of other 
news as well. Korean war. he said. 
was a shot in the arm, for prior 
to hostilitie; news had dwindled to 
a low ebb. Company only recently 
shifted its Loop theatre in Chi- 

Continued on page 20) 


Wald- — RKO Talks 


Continue, Though Slow 
Progress Is Being Made 


Hollywood, July 18. 

Slow progress being made in 
their negotiations to close a deal 
with RKO is causing some fretting 
in the Jerry Wald-Norma Krasna 
indie unit, but progress has been 
steady. Five of the eight weeks 
have passed in which they were to 
arrive at an agreement. 

Last week, Wald and David Tan- 
nenbaum, his attorney, who will be 
prexy of the new unit, met with 
Harry Watkins, of Bankers Trust 
Co., N. Y.. and with C. J. Tevlin, 
who is handling the deal for RKO 
owner Howard Hughes. 

Bankers Trust has been inter- 
ested in establishing a $5,000,000 
revolving credit for the unit. if 
RKO does likewise. Watkins re- 
portediv stated after the session 
that he was well satified with the 
way the deal shaped up and would 
carry recommendations on it back 
to the Bankers board in N. Y. 

Wald recently left Warner Bros. 
Hughes advanced $150,000 to buy 
him out of his pact there. Hughes 
is to absorb that if Wald makes a 
deal to produce for RKO. If not. 
Wald has the right to pay Hughes 
the coin back within the following 
eight weeks. Unit is planning on 
turning out 12 pix a year for five 
vears. 











Watkins Bedded by Fever 


Harry Watkins, v.p. in charge of- 


Bankers Trust branch in Radio 
City, N. Y.. arrived back from the 
Coast last Saturday (15) and was 
immediately put to bed with a high 
fever. 

He is expected to be away from 
his office all this week. 





Soule Replaces Bonwick 
As Pictorial Films Prez 


Frank Soule has been named 
president of Pictorial Films, fol- 
lowing resignation of George Bon- 
wick. Formerly Pictorial veepee 
and general manager, Bonwick was 
elected company prez in 1948. 

Soule las been superintendent 
of administration of Eagle Lion 
Classics’ nbomeoffice and branches. 
Prior to that, he was sales execu- 
,tive assistant to Republic Pictures’ 
head Hervert J. Yates. A subsid- 
iary of Pathe Industries, Inc., Pic- 
torial is a producer and distributor 
in the 16m field. 

Jules K. Chapman, formerly as- 
sistant general manager of Film 
| Classics, assumes Soule’s old post 
at ELC. L. R. Brager will act as 
' his assistant. 


| 
| 


‘Arg. Asks 2 Changes in MPAA Pact; 


UA Finds Device to Import First Pix 





Paris Needle 


Industryites have been get- 
ting a snicker out of the ads 
for Charles Chaplin’s “City 
Lights” being run in the New 
York papers by the Paris the- 
atre, where the pic has been 
playing for the past couple 
months. Caricatures of Chap- 
lin are being used, showing 
the comic saying: “Movies 
Are Better Than Ever.’ The 
needle, of course, is that “City 
Lights” was made in 1930. 

Arthur W. Kelly, former 
United Artists exec v.p. and 
Chaplin’s rep, made an unsuc- 
cessful effort to stop the ads. 
Other UA officials argued him , 
down on the basis that the 
caricatures were attractive and 
probably acounting for busi- 
ness at the theatre. 


Costliest Arg. Pic, 
With 2756 Nut, 
To Roll in Sept. 


Hollywood, July 18. 

Trans-American Films of Buenos 
Aires is prepping “The Gaucho and 
the Devil,’ most costly film ever 
attempted in South America and 
first in color, for a September 
start, with Ernesto Ramane direct- 
ing and Roberto Garofalo pro- 
ducing. Emelco Studios, largest in 
South America, with latest Ameri- 
can equipment, is associated in the 
enterprise. 

Humberto Corell, who will be di- 
rector of photography, is here to 
buy $30,000 worth of equipment. 
He has already signed Ray Fern- 
strom as color consultant and sec- 
ond unit photographer. Film is 
practically all exterior. It will be 
shot from Cape Horn to northern 
sub-tropic areas with full govern- 
ment cooperation. Both English 
and Spanish versions, will be made 
simultaneously, with a Hollywood 
thesp to be hired for lead. 

Film will be budgeted at 2.- 
500.000 pesos ‘about $275,000) and 
daily rushes of Jatest Ansco color 
negative will be flown to Houston 
Corp. Lab here for processing. Co- 
rell stated that costs in Argentina 
are about 25° of those here, daily 
studio rental for example being 
only $200. 











Rushing ‘Montezuma’ 


For Marine Sequences 
Hollywood, July 18. 
Production on “Halls of Monte- 
7uma™” winds today (Tues.) and 
20th will rush editing of the Tech- 
nicolor picture for earliest possible 
release to tie in with the Korean 
situation. 
First Marine Division, now en- 
route to Korea, is shown on maneu- 
vers in several sequences, 


N. Y. to L. A, 
Mal Bovd 
Marlon Brando 
Mrs. Eddie Cantor 
Alex Cohen 
William Delay 
Nina Foch 
Frank M. Folsom 
Betty Garrett 
William Gulick 
Van Johnson 
Ted Loeff 
Lou Mandel 
Andrew Marton 
Edward R. Murrow 
Larry Parks 


N. Y. to Europe 
Charles Andrews 
Nils Asther 
Al Capp 
Chandler Cowles 
Paul Draper 
Gloria Drew 
Carl Fisher 
Dave Garroway 
Helen Hayes 
Walter Howey 
Bethel Leslie 
Don Malkames 
Gian-Carlo Menotti 
Ted Mills 
Maynard Morris 
John Ringling North 
Walter Pidgeon 





| Manager 


Buenos Aires, July 18. 
Two significant changes in the 
agreement reached with the Mo- 


{tion Picture Assn. of America in 
|New York two months ago is being 


sought by the Argentine govern- 
ment. It has submitted a request 


|for the changes to MPAA head- 


quarters. 

First of the revisions would take 
from the U. S. companies their 
right to buy theatres with frozen 
coin. Second would prohibit them 
from importing into Argentina 
films made outside the U. S., ex- 
cept where the pic was an actual 
production by an American com- 
pany. 

Primarily destined to be hurt by 
the second change would be Uni- 
versal, which distributes the J. 
Arthur Rank product in Latin 
America, and Columbia, which dis- 


tributes considerable Mexican and - 


Italian product. Door has been 
left ajar, however, since Buenos 
Aires officials say they are will- 
ing to review each case individ- 
ually. : 

John G. McCarthy, director of 
the international division of the 
MPAA, acknowledged in New York 
today (Tues.) that requests for 
such changes in the pact had been 
received. He said a meeting of 
the member companies would be 
held shortly to consider the issues. 

In the meantime, United Artisis, 

(Continued on page 16) 


Gordon Shifts to N.Y. 
As Exec Asst. to Weltner, 
Graham Replacing in Arg. 


Henry B. Gordon, Paramount's 
managing director in Argentina, 
will move in a few weeks to the 
post of exec assistant to foreign 
chief George Weltner at the home- 
office. Buenos Aires spot will be 
taken over by Robert L. Graham, 
who for several years has been as- 
sistant to Latin American division 
manager A. L. Pratchett. 

Gordon fills the hole in New 
York left by transfer of Clay V. 
Hake to managing director of Par’s 
Australia-New Zealand operations. 
He has taken over the job left by 
Harry Hunter, who recently retired 
atter 33 years with Paramount. 
Hake was for four years 20th-Fox's 
in the territory. 

Gordon started with Par in 1926 
as auditor in Berlin. He rose to 
salesmanager in Germany for 
Paramount, returning to the U. S. 
in 1936 and serving in a variety of 
foreign posts with Par. He was 
Central American manager from 
1938 to 1946, when he succeeded 
John B. Nathan to the Argentine 
job. 

Following a visit to the h.o. a 
few weeks ago at which the new 
arrangement was made, Gordon 
has returned to B. A. to clean up 
his personal affairs there. He’s ex- 
pected back in New York to take 


over his new chores in a couple 
weeks, 








L. A. to N. Y. 
Vitalis Chalif 
Hume Cronyn 
Vic Damone 
William Guthrie 
Harold Hecht 
Alfred Hitchcock 
John Hoyt 
Charles Jordan 
John Joseph 
Henry Koster 
Max Kravetz 
Otto Kruger 
Jack Lait 
Hedy Lamarr 
Al Lichtman 
Harry Miller 
Pierre Monteux 
Claude Morris 
Morris S. Novik 
Edmund O’Brien 
Carlos Ramirez 
Harry Ruby 
Harry Sherman 
Murray Silverstone 
Spyros P. Skouras 
Bob Taplinger 
Franchot Tone 


Europe to N. Y. 


Leonard Bernstein 
Donald Flamm 
Ernest H. Martin 
Ray McDonald 
Shirley Potash 
Lee Shubert 
Lawrence Winters 
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Imports; Catch in Coin Conversion 


Indie producers appear almost+ 


certain to get a considerably larger 
ratio of coin out of Japan during 
the next nine months than the ma- 
jors, despite an approximate 25% 
increase just won by the Motion 
Picture Export Assn. member com- 
panies. Three indies have already 
received from the Jap government 
a total of 12 import permits as 
against 78 for the nine majors. 

Requests for eight more indie 
import licenses are now pending 
and are thought likely to be grant- | 
ed.. Those, plus additional ones 
sure to be sought by other pro- 
ducers, will probably permit a 
handful of independents to send | 
into Japan one-third as many pix 
as the nine top majors combined. 

Catch, so far as the indies are 
concerned, however, is that they 
have not as yet received permis- | 
sion to convert their yen earnings | 
in Japan to dollars. However, the | 
Society of Independent Motion Pic- | 
ture Producers, which was instru- 
mental in the obtaining of the im- | 
port licenses by its members, has 
made representations in Washing- 
ton and is understood to have been 
assured that the indies will be 
granted yen conversion privileges. | 

SIMPP is reportedly seeking | 
$500,000, which would be one-third 
of the sum granted the MPEA com- | 
panies for the next nine months 
and okayed by the co-op distrib or- 
ganization’s board in New York 
last week. It is not anticipated | 
that the Jap government will allow | 
the indies.the amount they’re ask- 
ing, but any reasonable portion of | 
it would give them a good deal in 
comparison with the majors. 

War Dept. Powers 

While the new pact negotiated 
by MPEA v.p. and general man- 
ager Irving Maas is with the Nip 
government, as the indie deal 
would have to be, considerable in- 
fluence is brought to bear by the 
U. S. War Dept. and the Supreme 


(Continued on page 16) | 


Cologne Giveaways By 
St. Loo Ball Management 
Smells Sour to Exhibs 


St. Louis, July 18. 

As if the local films didn’t have 
enough opposition during the sum- | 
mer season, more sprang up last | 
week when the management of the | 
Cardinals baseball team announced | 
it would gift 8,000 femme fans with 
bottles of cologne at two of the 
games on the current home-stand | 
sked. To the first 4,000 femmes | 
who show up for the Wednesday | 
(19) contest with the Giants a 342 
oz. bottle of the scented fluid will | 
be presented. 

The stunt will be repeated Sat- | 
urday (22), when the Boston Braves | 
will be the visiting team. The give- | 
away is limited to the afternoon | 
contest on each day, as night games 
also will be played on the same | 
dates. 

Film houses have shied away) 
from returning to the giveaway | 
policy as a b.o. hypo, but effect of | 
the new ball management policy is | 
being watched. 


Hartford House Appeals 
Ruling on Clearances 


In the last arbitration case 
heard under the consent decree, 
the Rivoli theatre of Hartford is 








| 
} 
| 
| 
| 





appealing a ruling recently handed , 


down by arbiter Arthur W. Cham- 
bers, Jr.. a New Haven attorney. 
Rivoli, a  subsequent-run house, 
wants clearance sliced down to 30 
days after a film is preemed in its 
area. Chambers disallowed the re- 
quest. 

Issue now goes before an ap- 
peals board. However, it’s unlikely 
that the board will deliver an. 
Opinion until at least Oct. 1.) 
Parties concerned are each grant-| 
ed 30 days to file briefs and an 
additional 40 days to submit an-| 
Swering briefs. Inasmuch as the) 
appeals board has dissolved its of- | 
fice machinery, the American Ar- 
bitration Assn. will act as clerk. 


| Commission 
| bought 1,000 shares, which is all 


Brandt Deal Still 


| the latter part of last week of a 


| ways Right.” 


i Cowan. 


Dietrich Buys RKO Shares | 


_Noah Dietrich, counsel and ad- 
viser to Howard Hughes, acquired 
his initial stock interest in RKO 





'during June, following his election 


as a directer of the company. Re- 
port by the Securities & Exchanges 
discloses that he 


that he presently holds. | 
J. Miller Walker, director, v.p. | 


and secretary, acquired 500 addi- | 
tional shares of RKO during the 


month. He previously held 100. 








Hot for Takeover 


Of RKO Circuit 


Harry Brandt’s deal to acquire | 
Howard Hughes’ controlling inter- 
est in the RKO theatre circuit re- 
mains hot: Syndicate headed by 
the New York chain operator is | 
continuing its negotiations by let- 
ter and phone with Noah Dietrich, 
Hughes’ counsel and principal ad- 
viser, who is on the Coast. 


Latest move was the dispatching 


counter-proposal to the most re- 
cent communique from Dietrich. 
A series of these proposals and 
counter-proposals has been going 
back and forth. They have result- 
ed in a number of compromises on 
terms and conditions that are said | 
to be getting the parties closer to 
a deal. 

Only “a few hurdles reportedly 
remain. Chances of consumma- 
tion are believed bright, since it is | 
understood that J. Cheever Cowdin 
and other contenders for the chain 
are now out of the picture. Hughes 
must unload the theatres by the 
end of this year under anti-trust 
order of the New York federal 
court. 

Deal calls for payment of some- 
thing over $7,000,000. Basis is a 
formula price for each of the thea- 
tres set up on earnings of the past 
five years. 


CROWN SUIT VS. MAJORS 
UPPED OVER $2,600,000 


Hollywood, July 18. 

Crown theatre’s $1,000,000 dam- 
age suit against several major | 
distribs was increased to more | 
than $2,000,000 when Federal | 
Judge Ben Harrison granted motion | 
of attorneys Gordon Levoy and | 
Albert Spar to file a supplemental | 
complaint. Increase is to cover | 
damages allegediy suffered since | 
suit was instituted March 8, 1949. 
Distribs are charged with withhold- | 
ing product from the Pasadena, 
house. 

Supplemental action adds Metro 
to original list of defendants, 20th, | 
RKO, Par, Universal, Republic, | 
Eagle Lion, Selznick, Fox West | 
Coast, National Theatres and United | 
Artists Theatre Circuit, with Oct. | 
3 trial date set. } 

















CPI Toppers to Coast 
For ‘Customer’ Huddles 


Hollywood, July 18. 


| 


M. A. Lightman, Sr., and Sam after he failed to make an appear-| Lipton arrived in 


|to a minimum of top-budgeters can 


|and few films even in the key-city 


|found they could cut the cost per | 
ifilm by spreading their studio! 


Metro, 20th Up 


|studios already committed to a 








| 


FOR BETTER BIZ 


Major film producers,:who have | 
been gradually boosting the num- 
ber of features produced each year | 
since the boxoffice first started to | 
dip, are mulling the advisability of 
cutting their schedules back to 20- 
25 top-budgeted films per year. 
While such a move would hurt im- 
measurably the subsequent-run and | 
smalltown theatres which require 
a greater number af films the 
majors are convinced that only by 
trimming their production output 





they continue to show a profit. 
During the war years and in the 
peak. boxoffice era immediately 
following, the majority of films 
were enjoying long runs in all 
situations. The majors then cut | 
their production output to the) 
point where they were releasing | 
only one or two films per month. 
When the boxoffice started to slide 





firstruns could hold out for longer 
than two weeks, however, produc- 
ers began to boost their feature 
output. Besides giving the sub- 
sequent-run and smalltown houses 
a steady flow of product, the majors 





overhead over a greater number 
of pictures. | 

Now that production costs have | 
been trimmed to the bare minimum | 
and with the boxoffice still in a/| 
slump, the majors believe that it | 
would be better for the industry to | 


|concentrate on top-budgeters only, | 


letting the houses which require | 
(Continued on page 18) 








Release Skeds: 


With the Metro and 20th-Fox 
sharp production upbeat, both com- | 
panies this week continued the) 
upward trend by boosting their | 
number of releases for the re- | 
mainder of the year. 

Metro sales veepee William F. | 
Rodgers set a string of 16 new) 
films for distribution from August | 
through December, or over three a | 
month, while 20th prez Spyros P| 
Skouras, following a onceover of | 
new product last week on the | 
Coast, revealed his company’s 
plans to release 14 features during | 
that period. Distribution slates | 
mark a boost for both companies | 
over the films they released dur- 
ing the same period last year, | 
which averaged two per month. | 

Reason for the boost in number | 
of releases is believed the same as | 
that which occasioned the decision | 
to boost produétion —the shorter | 
playing times now racked up by 
even the best pictures. With few 
of the top-budgeters able to hold 
for more than two weeks even in 
the key city deluxe houses, exhib- 
itors have been clamoring for more 
product. Situation has been even | 
worse for subsequent run and) 
small-town theatres, which change 


(Continued on page 55) 


$500,000 Libel Suit Vs. 
National Screen Dropped 


A $500,000 libel suit against Na-' 
tional Screen Service was droppe 
last week by Mitchell Pantzer, an 
independent poster renter. An or-| 
der for the suit’s discontinuance 
was signed in N. Y. federal court. 
The action was filed in May, 1949. 

Pantzer discontinued the suit | 








+ 
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EL Offers to Distrib FC Films On 


Permanent Basis If Merger Fails 


+ With chances of the Eagle Lion- 
. " Film Classics merger continuing to 
Fabian in EL-FC Confab grow dimmer, EL this week offered 
Meeting in New York (Mon- to return FC’s pix to it or to con- 
day (17) to attempt to unravel tinue to distribute them perma- 




















ca 


MAJORS MULL PROD. CUTBACK 


Indies Favored Over Majors in Jap FEWER FEAT fC 


Rentals at Dallas Meet 


Dallas, July 18. 
Reps from all National Allied 
regional units, as well as the or- 
ganization’s Caravan group will 
wrestle with’ “extortionate” film 


‘rental demand at a two-day meet 





merger muddle was attended |with FC. Offer was made at a ses- 
by circuit op Si Fabian. It sion in New York Monday (17) 
was his first overt link with |of execs of the two distribs and 
stood his appearance was /|FC’s assets. 
wholly in the role of friend of William C. MacMillen, EL’s exec 
FC topper Joseph Bernhard, jy.p., proposed that in the event 
other interest. ' EL would be willing to make a 
Also at the session _were deal under which it would distrib- 
Bernard, EL exec v.p. William jute the pix FC has already ‘deliv- 
éIrving Kaufman and attorneys. liver in the future. EL would give 
|an agent’s commission out of its 
a ‘ distribution fee to FC on such 
U Aids Production Similar plan, as a matter of fact, 
has been in effect since June 12, 
" |'when the physical merger of EL 
e }and FC took place. The two sides 
re ] ’ all S D jhave been attempting to negotiate 
| MacMillen again refused to go 
L 1.000 |ahead with the melding on the 
Oall y . 5 original basis unless FC topper 
Joseph Bernhard could deliver all 
infg advantage of its improved | Promised in preliminary negotia- 
earnings tv enlarge and extend its | tions. Bernhard has been able to 
revolving production credit. The |SWing producers of only four of 
have increased it by $1,000,000 | Which he has sewed up are “The 
and extended it for two additional | Second Face,” produced by Ed- 
years. ward Leven; “Mr. Universe,” pro- 
been upped to $8,000,000. It was|ton; “The Wind Is My Lover,” 
slated to expire two years from |Made in Sweden: with an English 
now but will continue until 1954) (Continued on page 20) 
involved are First National of Bos- | ? ° . 
ton (Serge Semenenko), Guaranty Nat | Allied Region Reps 
Trust Co., N. Y., and Bank of Man- | T Di . . 
Negotiations were handled for U 0 VISCUSS xtortionate 
by its new treasurer, Leon Gold- | 
berg. Former RKO exec succeeded | 
post early this year. Improvement 
of the credit was made possible 
largely through a better financial | 
(Continued on page 20) 
DENVER SETUP JELLING hotel, Chicago. Session was called 
| by Col. Harry A. Cole of Allied 
FOR KI X R Theatre Owners here. 
DDIE P I IN COLO _ In a wire sent to Caravan and 
Plans are being developed by | the gravity of the situation. “Dras- 
Sandre Films Corp. to build a | tic action is necessary,” he said, to 
studio in Denver to produce CoPe with increased rental de- 


the Eagle Lion-Film Classics |nently on a _ profit-sharing basis 
the negotiations. It’s under- the court-appointed assignee of 
and that he has no financial or the merger is not consummated, 
C. MacMillen, FC assignee ered, and any others it could de- 
films. 
|a corporate merger since then. 
Universal has succeeded in tak-|eight of the new pix which he 
three banks which hold the loan|the films into the EL deal. Pix 
Credit, originally $7,000,000, has duced.by Joe Lerner and Rex Carl- 
under the new arrangement. Banks 
hattan Co., N. Y. 
Samuel Manchnovitch to the U 
picture reported by the company 
|to be held July 26-27 at Congress 
Denver, July 18, | Tesional units, Col. Cole stressed 


children’s films in color, using, ™ands that are made despite a 
fairy tales mainly as igahieet | steadily declining boxoffice. Com- 
matter. Two such films have already Plaints have been “pouring in from 
been made, using “Little Red Rid-. all over the country,” he added. 
ing Hood” and “Goldilocks” stories,| “I have myself no definite plan 
which are to be released under | in mind,” Cole stated, “but believe 
different titles as yet not picked. that a gathering of representatives 
Thirteen more scripts are ready | of all regional Caravan units could 
The films are being made in coop-| arrive at some plan for action. 
eration with the drama department | Film companies are taking ad- 
of the U. of Denver, and were | vantage of competitive situations 
edited and will be scored here with and the bidding system to still fur- 
AFM musicians. ther hike film prices and terms.” 
Norman Elzer is president, in These boosts, he feels, have been 
charge of the financial arrange-/| accentuated by drive-in operators, 
ments, and Arthur Dreifuss is vice- many of whom are newcomers and 
president in charge of production. | unfamiliar with usual film costs. 
Besides Dreifuss, who is direct- | 


ing, Hollywood contributed Claude | 
Ramsey, cameraman; Chip. Gaither, | 20th-Fox May Resume 
sound; Richard Currier, editor, and | 


Herschel Gilbert, musical director, | Anti-Trust Talks in D.C. 


cag sid | 
for the two films Washington, July 18. 


If a favorable deal cannot be | : 
made with major distribs, the films Talk here is that 20th-Fox is 


will be sold to television. The films | likely to resume talks with the Jus- 
will be two and three reelers. tice Dept.’s anti-trust division to- 
| ward a negotiated decree, despite 


° ° | th di t that the Su- 
Lipton in N.Y. for Huddles —preme Court reconsider its deci- 
° 'sion not to hear appeals from the 
With U Execs on Releases New York judgment. Feeling is 


: . ., | that the company might come off 
Universal ee ee | bolter this way than by taking a 
ew york trom | chance on what it is liable to get 








Pinanski, toppers of the newly-| ance to testify for a deposition. He the Coast this week for a series Of | ¢.om the Court. 


Cowan on “The Customer Is Al- 
They'll also huddle | 


pear, discontinued the action. 
Suit was based on a claim that. 


‘formed Cinema Productions, Inc.,| pleaded ill-health, and after an-| confabs with h.o. execs on promo-| 
are due in for huddles with Lester | other date was set for him to ap-| tion plans 


for future releases.| Negotiations with Warner Bros. 


He’s finalizing the campaign on | have bogged down, but they may 


with top studio execs, with tele en- | National Screen had written a let-| preem in Chicago Aug. 11, and is Meantime, Loew’s, third of the ap- 


for July 26 in N. Y. 


‘tering prominently into talks. First ter charging Pantzer with pressure | discussing other product. 
CPI board meeting is now slated tactics in the latter’s attempt to) a ing 
dispose of claims against National | execs on advance plans for ‘“Har-| tice Dept. Loew’s is the only one 


|pealing majors, continues to steer 
He’s also confabbing with sales away from meetings with the Jus- 


Cinema is the new three-dimen- Screen and his attempt to sell out vey,” which U is counting on as of the Big Five which has never 


'sional pix setup sparkplugged by to the trailer company. 
. ‘Screen denied the charge. 


National | 


{number of years. 


its most important release in a sought a solution through dicker 
ting with the anti-trust division. 
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Coan 
Faney Pants 
(COLOR-SONGS) 


Paramount release of Robert L. Welch | 
production. Stars Bob Hope, Lucille Ball; 
features Bruce Cabot, Jack Kirkwood, Lea 
Penman, Hugh French, Eric Blore, John 
Alexander. Directed by George Marshall. 
Screenplay, Edmund Hartmann and Rob- 
ert O’Brien, based on story by Harry 
Leon Wilson; camera (Technicolor), 
Charles B. Lang, Jr.; editor, Archie Mar- 


shek: songs, Jay Livingston and Kay 
Evans; score. Van Cleave. Previewed 
I Y., July 13, °50. Running time, 92 
MINS. 
Humphrey... . 2. cccccacscesss Bob Hope 
Agatha FIOWUG....cciccedtiony Lucille Ball 
Cart BGIRMAD «2. 0 s60 seee es Bruce Cabot 
Mike Floud i ce es Jack Kirkwood 
Efi_ie Floud ws ceeeee*Lea Penman 
George Van-Basingwell Hugh French 
Sir Wimbley bees Gaus Eric Blore 
Wampum Joseph Vitale 
Teddy Roosevelt er John Alexande! 
Lady Maude Norma Varden 
Rosalind Virginia Keiles 
Twombievy Colin Keith-Jol 
Wong Joe VW 
Paramount has taken Bob Hope 
out into the wide open pace 
' ) } Cy Par i t 
H Ture sn ri ( K ( ( 
Y cée S I 
‘ ' ( ( Itsat 
: ne never a ) 
J nent, | | in broadest a 
s c it H | L e Bal 1d 
4 e cas ( ( i~ayv CNnaYrat | 
sheer escapist entertainment in 
- ? } . ‘ 
J nice can get ’em lined up; 
the boxoffic th one will kee} 
e wickets spinning as merrily 
{ t ‘ 
! \ fantasti 
“ l¢ oO } y t 
: tatehc bh 
| ited l 
} ae I AO! Roose ¢ 
h . 4 Americ n i 
l I I ] l ( l 
( Wy Uu I 
i } ent a b a 
l f pel 
i nt ¢ a- 
mOi€ f eliently talore 
1 unique brand of buffoonery 
CC in every depa! 
| nt SCI t gives him not on 
Or k ul siltuations but ( e 
‘ derful CC lines, which 
the sneak preview audi 
Jaughing so much at the screening 
< ht bs Lnat many ol ine 
punchlines were missed, 
ss Ball, too, is at her comedic 
I in t ( matching Ho 
gag tor gag \v 1 her uninhibited 
ZabvismMms The duo also gets a 
cnance to Seld ome tune W l 
i to the tomfoolery \T¢ Oo 
songs, cle 1 by J Livi 
nd R I are incide ] 
€ pit put one ot th 
piu n nd 1 a ! 
Script. by Edmind Hai n 
I Robe () } en based } 
bv Ha Leon Wi 
\ ? l ) t ne s 
‘ ling cre _ bil : 
i nope i meri’ l ) 
sneaks In a quick aside to the 
dience that “there will be no pop- 
corn eating during this perform- 
‘ CE “ 1d the ory rolis fir iii 
there with hardly a letup in the 
guffay First couple of reels, 
which take piace in England, are 


siow by comparison but there’s so 
much action and good fun in the 
rest of the footage that.it doesn't 
metter. 
arn bites broadly at 
r.stocracy and nouveau _ riche 
Americans at the. turn of the cen- 
v. Miss Ball, touring England 
h her mother to try to buy a 
ed husband. finds Hope posing 
a British butler. His finesse 
ivinces the mother hat she 
ould import him to their New 
Xican pioneer town to impart 
me culture to her ill-manncred 
sband and daughter. By mis- 
ce. the *s populace believes 
lerd and the 


i] 


ah gt one te 


town s 
is a British 
enjoying the resultant 


y of their friends, contivucs 
ruse, Publicity even 
‘resident Roosevelt to visit ihe 
own, where Hope arranges a 
arious fox-hunt for him. All's 


1] until Miss Ball's jealous hoy- 
nd unmasks Hope's disguise, 

ich leads into the * pictire’s 

y windup. 

Situations and bits of business, 
ther contributed by the script 
by director George Marshall, 

a to the fun, with that fox-hunt 

liope, of course, has never sal a 

orse before, but must participa 

© maintain his impersonat‘on oi 
tiie lord) sure to get talked about. 


Oh SD et oh ey hm eh te me ttn OO 
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a 


~ 4 
- = 


at, tat ae 


NMurshall’s facile touch with com- 
. is evident in the way the cast 
m iks it for maximum effect \id- 
ing Hope and Miss Ball are iea 
Penman. in a sock characterization 
as the mother; Bruce Cabot, as the 
fos:-drawing boy-friend; Jack 
Kirkwood as the gruff but hen 


pecked husband, and Hugh French 
and Eric B'ore as a couple of Eng- 
Jish gentlemen John Alexander 
turns in his usual neat impersona- 


tion of Teddy Roosevelt. 
Production credits lined up bs 


Revert L. Welch are top-drawer 
Charles B. Lang, Jr., contribuics 
a fine job with the color cameras 
and Van Cleave’s score adds to 
the picture’s fun theme. Archie 
Marshek has edited it to a tigiit 
$2 minutes’ running time. Stal. 


‘ we BO 5 j & 3 iJ 


Miniature Reviews 


“Fancy Pants” (Songs-Color) 
(Par). Bob Hope, Lucille Ball 


A Lady Without 


Passport 
Hollywood, July 1, 


Metro release of Samuel Marx produc- 


er 


; o enn Py ier-loc od | tion. Stars Hedy Lamarr, John Hodiak; 
in a sock frontier-locale com | features James Craig, George Macready. 
edy; surefire b.o. % Directed by Joseph H. Lewis. Screenplay, 
“711 Ocean Drive’ (Col). | Howard Dimsdale; adaptation, Cyril 

Fast-moving melodrama about Hume; suggested story by Lawrence | 
: Taylor: camera, Paul C. Vogel; music, 


gambling. O.K. b.o. 
“A Lady Without Passport” 


(M-G). Entertaining melo- 
drama built around §alien- 
smuggling racket; fair b.o. 
“Stella” (20th). Macabre 
comedy based on a_ missing 


corpse, with Ann ‘Sheridan, 
Victor Mature. Average b.o 

“Beyond the Purple Hills” 
Songs) Col). Good Gene 
Autry oatuner 


“Trial Without Jury” (Rep). 


Kent Taylor, Audrey Long in 

] dru whodunit fair fo1 
Cit CO}l bos 

“Gunfire” (Lippert) O W 

I oKav secondary outdoor 

“Snow Doge” (Mono \loun- 

I te} S OKa\ 

Lal nd 


“Marshal of Heldorado” 
wl 


' Tea 
Ll} Fail Jimmy rilisone 
Russ Hayden western. 





7tl Oceaa Drive 


Hollvwood. July es 
( se of F k Ss el 
‘ < s Ed O'R 
re ( oO t u bar 
L) Patric i \ ( 
1 I I i) eel 
i s Swan n ] 
, j j 
w 
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| 
I D 
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‘¥ ey 
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‘V1 } 0 ic pu 
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Vnodicates, 1] Ocean D 
d draw appreciable busli- 
c mn : 4 pes or s ? \ 
i ¢ odra rr ut 1 ( ( 
on of Calite i ire twit 
D ( ( t tO ¢ 
' 
( I teé } T Ol i 
! id O Brien 
\ * ) ? 
\ r ] 
| if t € 
) ) 
’ 
i Oo ( ! 
‘5 0 l] + 
or concerns i Leie Li 
r With KnaCK fOr eCrectrons 
ho joins a syndicate and expands 
its operations with his inventions 
When the syndicate chief is killed 
he takes charge of the o1 nization 


and runs into the opposition of an 
eastern syndicate. The bigger out- 
fii makes overtures which he re- 
jects until he meets Joanne Dru, 
the wife of one’of the eastern lead- 
eTs. 

He agrees to join the larger syn- 
dicate and to split profits even! 
but when’ he finds he hi 
short-changed he parts company 

Miss Dru’s | 


is peen 


ana murders 


ith the syndicate chasing him for 
the death of one of their leaders 
and the police after him for the 


murder of blackmailer. O’Brien 
meets his end atter a thrilling chase 
quence in Boulder Dam. 
yndicates are 
a realistic touch by the Rich- 
ard English-Francis Swan screen- 
play, and Joseph H. Newman's di- 
rection keeps action at a fast pace 
O’Brien is excellent as the hot- 
tempered, ambitious young syndi- 
cate chief. Miss Dru scores in her 
role as a gangster’s wife in love 
with another gangster. All suppoit- 
ing roles are standout. especially 
Oito Kruger as the eastern syndi- 
cate boss, Howard St. John as a 
detective, Dorothy Patrick as 
O'Brien's secretary, Sammy White 
2s a good-natured bookie, Barry 
Kelley as O’Brien’s’ predecessor, 
and Donald Porter as Miss Dru’s 
husband. 

Frank L. Planer’s camera work 
is fluid. Bert Jordan’s editing tight 
composed by Sol 
Kaplan enhances exciting action 
scenes. Production design, sound 
work and set decorations are all 
topnotch, 


Operations of the 


oy} f ) 


NY H » 
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Rep Guns Three 
Hollywood. July 18. 

Three pictures get the gun at 
Republic this week, starting with 
“The Story of Belle Le Grande,” 
toplining Vera Ralston, John Car- 
roll and William. Ching. 

Others are “Buckaroo Sheriff of 
Texas,” directed by. Phil Ford, and 
“Under Mexicali Stars.” a Rex Al- 
len starrer with George Blair di- 
rectin 


a 
of 


| Frank Westlake........ 
| Palinov ere 


| David Raksin; editor, Frederick Y. Smith. 
Running time, | 


Tradeshown June 28, °50. 


72 MINS. | 
Marianne Lorress.......... Hedy Lamarr 
i WO GY Re John Hodiak 


James Craig 


Frenchman 


ats Steven Geray 
Archer Delby James 


Bruce Cowling 


weerre INORG. 8 cic 64.8% Nedrick Young 
Jack icumeteeel Steven Hill 
It. Lannahan....s.- Robert Osterloh 
aa, SEE. 8k he 0 6 Trevor Bardette 
Ramon Santez....... Charles Wagenheim 


Sestina Renzo Cesana 





Beryl Sandring Esther Zeitlin 
Vir. Sandring Carlo Tricoli 
Elizaveth Alonescu Marta Mitrovitch 
Dimit? Matthias tie Don Garner 
Navy Fliver , Richard Crane 
Dance! : Nita Bieber 

here's an okay piece of melo- 
( Y c pulp fiction hiding behind 

e i€é of \ Lady Withor Pass- 
port 4 story of alien-smuggling 


localed in Cuba and Florida. it does 
a good job of realizing on its thrill- 
er intent and has fair chances in 
e general market 

Beginning is a bit too cryptic for 
quick understanding, but when plot 
line does take shape, the story 


builds and holds attentiom. Joseph 


H. Lewis’ direction spins it along 
© ne { pacll tne I - 
ense Sequence nd n ene I 
n t] How d LD) ( il} 
qj 1 é ro ying 
Hedy La r is the ( ot 1 
Liti¢ Lol} I in ( I Hie 
f | | 
H t ovel 
) L uD trap ] 
( \ p yn 
( velopment 
l f tn gent it 
é i t l 1 clinch i 
ues f 1 Ma ( l 
e fi f | l a 
\ { {| DaCK 
und footage lensed in Cuba. It 
ilelps to supply an authentic touch 
o the thriller fict on suggesred DV 
| ence Lavlor’s tory n 
( I © a pied Lensin d 
und ef is well as an ¢ rt- 
\ hemed } iSl¢ score by LJ) id 
i ] n ] erp to ul ¢ t tne 
t } S muel ii N 
! ) { ( I } s t ! S 
! } i Strains } 
| ya Dy cafe dan Nita 
on f od 
! I of e f S 
Cw ons } 0 
more ei action in the y 
+ } ’ r ] = 
pal ( I cr: 1 n 
! lade i! U.S i 
cS A Q 11 S\ ps tO n 
down their prey 
\] La rr and Hodiak carry 
tne assignments exceliently 
nd Macready turns in another of 
his good heavies. James Craig, 


immicr: iC Steve 
ing agent: Bruce 
the rings’ Richard Crane, a 
Navy flier. are among some of the 
others identifiable with good per- 
‘mances. Editing holds: the pic- 
handy running 


time of 72 minutes. broqd. 


tion officer: 
Cowling, 
pilot; 


fure down to the 


< rele € { Sol ¢ S el pr 
Stars \ } } 1 Victor 

{ t D id e, Rat 

! ( : Fontain 

¢ t ( ec I « score I \ 
7 1 } I S iles 

1 ( t) Id Y Sic 

( ; 1 F tor Hf ! Jone 
I 14 0. Ru time 

MINS 

si a \nn Sheridan 
« i) CO Victor M ure 
( L ¢ OF cst eees David Wayne 
( t Randy Stuart 
Mary rion Marshall 
DEE - 4 4 é ten 6 0's at Ree Frank Fontaine 
Fred cit Erickson 
|) eer errors. Tee I 1 Vargten 
Call ’ Lea Penman 
I Denny Ve e MacKenzie 
rims Gross ....cccaes lobart Cavanaugh 
i BOOKEE . ...«nc0ces Charles Halton 
Far Py ta dhe k sean Walter Baldwin 
Gil Wright Larry Keating 
Nivra vr faryvy Bear 
Ralph Denny P. Paul Harvey 


“Stella” gives death a once-over- 
lichtiy to spell out a glibly-treated, 
macabre comedy against a New 
England resort background. The 
sombre motivation of a missing 
corpse takes on a comedic flavor 
with quick pacing and sharp dia- 
log. Plaved strictly for laughs, and 
rating chuckles in its general de- 
velopment, it should have tair b.o. 
reception. 

Claude Binvon 
scripted from a novel by Doris 
Miles Disney, He displays a light 
touch and expcrt character devel- 
opment in each phase of his con- 
tribution. There are some. un- 
easy chuckles in the footage be- 
cause of the comedy’s springboard. 

put the very strong performances 
in the featured and secondary rojes 

gloss over this to a considerable 
extent. 
Ann Sheridan and Victor Mature 
headline the cast as the stars, but 
'neither of their roles has any par- 
Gs heed Lhcs 


eSSiys C4 ’ i 


oth directed and 


George Macready | 


n Geray,> @! 


Dear Mr. Prohack 
“Dear Mr. Phohack” (Rank), | 
a British import which opened | 
at the 72nd St. Translux, N. Y., | 
Saturday (15), was reviewed 
‘by Variety from London Sept. | 
21; .1949. Produced by J. Ar- | 
thur Rank and Ian Dalrymyle, | 
the film is being released in 
the U. S. by Pentagon Pic- 
tures. Cecil Parker is starred. | 

“Arnold Bennett’s well- 
known story.’ wrote the re- 
viewer, “has been brought up 
to date in this film and the 
result is 10 minutes of spar- 
kling entertainment and 70 min- 
utes of varying tedium.” Pic- 
ture’s b.o. potentialities were 
appraised as “so-so” for both 
the British trade and _ the 
American market. lot re- 
volves around a government 
worker who falls into a large 
inheritance. Original running 
time of 91 minutes is retained 
for the U. S. release. 


j 
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ticular potency in the story-telling 
Interest centers on David Wayne 
and Frank Fontaine, two screwball 
brothers-in-law of Miss Sheridan, 
who are responsible for the miss- 
ing corpse of “Uncle Joe” and the 
titters to be found in the footage. 

Fhread of the whole plot is weak, 


but does take on some substance 
‘ the Wavne-Fontaine characters 
become clear “Uncle Joe” is ac- 
cidentally killed in a fall durin 
a fami picnic. Believing that no 
one would accept the truth, Wayne 
and Fontaine bury the body in a 
brush patch and coerce mama and 
their two wives into silence They 
] t ? ) e 1e id 
i! Uncle Joe” is off on anothe1 
Le ( 
{ I ( tt > She i! 
only level-headed member of 
the family, works for an insurance 
company that has a policy with the 
vietim She eventually learns the 
truth and is put in the middle 
when Wayne and Fontaine start 
identifying every corpse that tur 


up as “Uncle Joe” so that they cal 
collect the insurance. Mature is 
an investigator who: develops 
quick romance with Miss Sheridan, 
nd which Leif Erickson, her em- 
ployver-flance,. tries to break up by 
hreatening to the truth 
about her family 


\ + +, 
With SUCH a SeLup, 


expose 


naturally 1 





script | O Sirain to contrive 
ending. but it all comes off rathe: 
Sat ct under Binyon’s han- 
‘ or the ch ©] . 
bits to be found, other than W 
rie ontain ( Evelvn Varder 
{ ( nb mama: Lea Penm 
ae 5 e Joe's” belové@d Hob 
Cavanaugh, Charles Halton 
Chill Wiils as the uncredited 

lave pe ( cl Other e 

{ i yiar ri | ce mu ( 
pias 1 important } Lin furtne) 
in dy aims of the Sol 
i. duction, adding little 
lentify yackground them 
assist Joe MacDonald’s lensing 
nd 1 editing by Harmon Jone 
are among the good. technical 
credits. Brog 


Bevend the Purptie Hills 
(SONGS) 


Hollvwood. Julv 13 
Columbia release of Armand Sel fer 
productior Stars Gene Autry: features 
Pat Buttram. Jo Dennison, Don Beddoe 
fames Millican. Don KRevnolds Huch 
O'Brian, Rov Gordon, Harry Harvey Di 
rected by John English Written by N 
man S. Hall: camera. Wiltia: Bradford 
song, Charlies and Nick Kenn edit 
Richard Fant! Previewed July 1 
Ronni time. 69 MINS. 
Gene Autry H 
R 
e Rayburn J I 
s R rere Don | 
I KN n } s XN 
Chip Be mont i 1 KR ? 's 
} Beaumont I! h O'} 
dee I ! t R ( 
Sheriff Whiteside ; Hlerryvy Hai 
Ross Pardce re -. Gregg B 
Jim Connors Fo e0 Bob \W 
WE Oe as tess Peewee . Ralph Pe 
Cores a, Frank Fllis 
Dave Miller Tr ‘ John 
Doghouse Sandy Sa t 


“Beyond the Purple Hills” stacks 
up as one of the better Gene Autry 
entries, Story and action are good 
attention has been paid to side 
details that pay off with kiddie 
fans. and the two songs do not in 
terrupt movement. In the Autm 
market, this one will get a good 


reception 


Norman S. Hall's original seript 
has Autry as ‘acting sheriff in a 
small cowtown. Role forces him to 


arrest a friend when the latter's 
rich father is murdered, but sing- 
ing cowpoke knows he has the 
wrong man. In going his wavy to 
catch the real culprit, Autry 
time to indulge in fisticuffs. some 
gun-slinging that is featured bv 
few misses, croon his two sones 
and display the high school educa- 
tion of his horse Champion and a 
smaller Litthe Champ. 


finds 


Equine sequences will particular- 
ly please the juves, as will the 
fancy gun work of the hero. An- 
other factor of interest to the small 
fry will be Pat Buttram’s comedy 
support of Autry and Champ, plus 
inclusion in the cast of moppet Don | 

4 firwe 6 


| Reynolds, an able rider who does 


| O’Brian’s sweetie. 
| direction is actionful and furnishes 





his stuff with Little Champ. 

Don Beddoe is the town banker 
who heads up the dirty work 
which is only a cover for his loot. 
ing of the dead man’s estate. James 
Millican is the principal henchman 
in the skullduggery. Hugh O'Brian 
is Autry’s friend who is framed for 
the killing, and Jo Dennison sup- 
plies a femme touch to the cast as 
John English’s 


good touches for the market. 

Charles and Nick Kenny cleffed 
the title tune for Autry to croon 
and latter also does “Dear Hearts 
and Gentle People” during a 
square dance frolic. Excellent out- 
door locations and expert lensi: 
by Wiiliam Bradford are two ot 
the features of Armand Schaef: 
production supervision, Bro 
Trial Without Jury 


Republic release of Stephen Auer 





ductior Features Robert Rockwell 
le Kent Taylor, Audrev |! 
Dire i by Philip For . ! 
Li de l nd om j I Re 
K ipte b Law! ( 
lohn Ml Burnie € 
Harold N\ te Previewed in N 7 
i¢ ) Ru i time, 60 MINS. 
Bile Px Robert I 
Corinne I llisterx . Barbra i 
Jed K ore Kent i 
I 1 Peters ‘ i 
lohn We ) K. Elm l ve 
Arthur Gentry Stanley W 2 
Riley Wentworth John W ‘ 
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ous details that are dragged 11 
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near the scene of the actual crin 
id finaliv ari d as a sus 
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Ne enpvlay by ATbert DeNM 
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PI p Ford's handlins é 
the performances 
R rt Stockwell. < i | 
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\ Long, com ne r 
( el ©) | 
\no new face Ray } } 
( ul h sol ( \ in 1 
( ne Theodor Von I 
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( ) lh } ] } 
vill ( vy on tl edit 
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Csr ef 2 wenn 
sek IRE cere 
Hi LIVWOCt 1 J I j 
Lippert Pictures els < ‘ \ 4] 
B produ tt Dor 
ert Lowers W Ver ! 
r Dire d bs Berke ( 
envi \ s % t and Berke 
‘ I rest W Ville editor Carl } 
Pre we July 14 ) H ! g 
59 MINS, 
} ton 
nes Don } 
\ Rebert 1 
( Welly \ 
\ Pamela 
Claude § 
- ] rard 
(} ‘ Ford Ca Per 
y ! J my l 
( I n I r 
« , I } 
Sieve 
} I er \o 
‘ Gil I 
} leen M 
Bill 
} ‘ } rbara W 
lone 
V7linitl is more outacoor é 
. 5 + 
Cig Ul n oater and crowds y 
of eharacters inte a short 59 


utes Yarn brings back o 


Frank James and features at 
ful lensing of the outdoor locales. 
t measures un as acceptable a 


| 

i 

porting fare for secondary s 

{ 

Victor West 
Berke plot has James 
again strapping on his guns \ 

a double heads a gang of mur 
ing robbers and starts plund 

the west. Double’s ruse to be ! 
taken as James fools evervoni 
Robert Lowery. a marshal who 
lieves in James’ innocence. Lo' 


\iotivation of the 
William 





lets James stalk the gang whil 
goes his own way in trapping 
prairie gangsters and dual ch 
climaxes in a pitched battle } 
tween good and bad. 

Don Barry doubles as James : 
the impersonator, performing 
ceptably as the footage unreels 
1 


der Berke’'s direction. Low 
pleases and Wally Vernon 2: 
some cornball comedy as a deputy 
for kiddie interest. Pamela BI 
hasn’t much to do as the fem 
lead. Among the others making 


the large assortment of charact 
are Claude Siroud, Leonard Pen), 
Gavlord Pendleton. Steve Cont 
and Barbara Woodell. 
Since “Gunfire” is not a re$ 
(Continued on page 16) 
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| and branch managers of the com-| /named this week to coordinate cov- | signing, is being used in Stanley 
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ing features only in the east. Move 


of the RKO subsidiary into the 


feature film production ranks was | 


spotlighted this week by the resig- 
nation of Harry Michalson as RKO 
shorts sales manager to devote all 


his time to the presidency of RKO-| in the managers’ respective terri- | go, a “conti*.ued and even flow of 


pany’s eastern division are sched- 
uled to arrive in New York today 
(Wednesday) for confabs_ with 
|W. A. Scully, veepee and general 
| Sales manager. Local situations 

















| produce three-dimensional films as 
soon as possible and also to lens 


| 


'erage of the Little League World 
Series by Emerson Yorke, official 


all films hereafter in color. Dele- | 


gates at a recent convention, in| 
addition, echoed the demands of | 
'other exhibitors for new faces and | 


{motion picture, 


radio and tele- 
vision producer for the league. The 
series will be held in Williamsport, | 


|Pa., Aug. 26. 


Arthur Detittz of Fox Movietone 


Kramer’s “Cyrano de Bergerac.” 
Devised by production designer 
Rudolph Sternad, who has been 
with the producer ever since the 
latter set up his indie shop, new 
styling is termed “waltzing sets.” 
Interest already has been aroused 


+ 
ia 


Pathe, which position he had held | tories will be analyzed in light of | sne motion pictures.” 





“ 








concurrently. 


current business conditions. 


RKO-Pathe has been absorbed,| Huddle represents the first in a 
for the most part, in production of | M&W Series of sales talks. Scully 
shorts, such as “This Is America,” | held similar meets with distribu- 
“Sportscopes,” etc. Conrpany re-| tion personnel last spring. A. J. 


: Pe + , 1Q’ , 
cently extended its activities into O'Keefe, 


“Tattooed Stranger,” which was | C. J. Feldman, F. J. McCarthy and 
lensed entirely in the east. Veepee | Foster M. Blake participated in 
subsequent sessions. 








Jay Bonafield revealed this week | 
that RKO-Pathe is now looking for | 
staffer who scripted “Stranger,” | 
has been assigned to work on at e 
other story. 

Company is believed to be in an | May Decide That 
especially good position to enfer | 
Park avenue, N. Y., which doesn’t Censor Case Yet 
pose too much of an overhead | 
problem, since some of the space | Film industry may finally get 
is leased to NBC television. In its chance for a U. S. Supreme 
addition, RKO-Pathe’s features are | Court decision on whether local 
expected to be moderate budgeters, |and state bluenosers have the 
ination by some of the major Hol- | Rosenman and his steff of legalites 
lywood studios of such product. |disclosed this week that they will 

Sidney Kramer, heretofore | petition the Supreme Court for a 
Michalson’s’ assistant as RKO | review of the “Lost Boundaries” 
shorts sales chief, has been named ‘case, following refusal of the 
to succeed Michalson by RKO sales | federal appeals court in New Or- 
Mapped at Amherst, Mass., | 

| 
On 4-Week, 1256 Budget 
Springfield, Mass., July 18. 

A motion picture producer who 
sang Gilbert & Sullivan in his col- 
lege days will turn the college 
Holdsworth and his Amherst Film 
Co., Ltd., start the cameras rolling 
for a full-length color pic, “Pa-y 
tience.” 

Set to start shooting Aug. 1, 
“Patience” has a four-week sched- 
Bay State Sound Studio in Aga- 
wam July 20, and rehearsals for 
leads and chorus’ will begin 
July 24. 

Martyn Green, of the D’Oyly 
Carte Co., arrived in New York 
Bunthorne. Title role will be sung 
by Ethel Boyd, a newcomer; An- 
gela by Irene Clarke, of D’Oyly 
Carte, and Grosvenor by Rox Alex- 
ander. 
Mitchell Petryo, chief camera- 


leans last Friday (14) to hear an 
appeal. 

Ambrose Doskow, attorney on 
Judge Rosenman’s staff, said the 
High Court will be petitioned be- 
fore the summer’s end for a writ 
of certiorari. If the petition is 
granted, it’s expected that the 
hearing will be held during the 
next session of the tribunal. Peti- 
tion is being filed on behalf of 
Louis de Rochemont’s RD-DR 
Corp., producer of “Boundaries,” 
and Film Classics, which is dis- 
tributing it. 

Attorneys will attempt to prove 
that local and state censorship of 
films is in violation of the First 
and 14th Amendments, on _ the 

(Continued on page 18) 





War Threat Speeding 
M-G’s ‘Quo Vadis’ in Rome 


Hollywood, July 18. 

Production of Metro’s “Quo 
Vadis” in Rome is picking up 
speed and functioning rapidly, in 
spite of early delays caused by 
foreign conditions and technicians 
unacquainted with Hollywood 
technique. Report was _ brought 
back from Italy by John Lee 
Mahin, who prepared the screen- 





another story which can be lensed | 
in and around New York, adding | 
that Phil Reisman, Jr., RKO-Pathe Supreme Court 
feature production. It owns its} 
own studios at 106th street and | 
for which a big market is now right to censor films in advance 
available through the recent elim-| of release. Judge Samuel I. 
veepee Robert Mochrie. 
e ‘ e 9 
G&S Color Pic, ‘Patience, 
town of Amherst, Mass., into a film 
lot next month, when William 
ule, and a $125,000 budget. Sound- 
track recordings will begin at the 
yesterday (17) to supervise the 
production and sing the role of 
man for “Blithe Spirit,” will do 
(Continued on page 18) 





Grainger to Chairman 


Rep Coast Sales Meet 


First of a series of Republic 
regional sales meetings get under 
Way next Monday (24) at the com- 
Ppany’s North Hollywood studios. 
Two-day session will be presided 
over by distribution chief James 
R. Grainger. Other meets will be 
held in early August in Chicago 
and New York. 

Attending the Coast conclave 
will be prexy Herbert J. Yates, 
asst. general sales manager Ed- 
ward L. Walton, as well as the 
following branch managers: Paul 
McElhinney, Seattle; Jack C. 
Partin, Portland; George Mitchell, 
San Francisco; Earl Collins, Los 
Angeles; Tom McMahon, Salt 
Lake City, and Gene Gerbase, 
Denver, 


| play for the picture. 


| An added reason for increased | 


speed is the threat of war. A gen- 
‘eral outbreak of hostilities would 
/put “Quo Vadis” and Metro on 
| the spot. 





Mannix Returning to U.S. 
Rome, July 18. 
Metro studio’s general manager 
E. J. Mannix returns to New York 
tomorrow (Wed.) after 


vised launching of “Quo Vadis.” 
More than 40,000 feet of film have 
been lensed in Technicolor for the 
picture, bringing production near 
the half-way mark. 

Producer Sam Zimbalist and di- 
rector Mervyn LeRoy have edited 
the footage on the scene, sending 
it back to Hollywood in completed 
sequences. To date, an hour of 
film has been completed. Mannix 
is scheduled to resume his studio 
post immediately but will main- 
tain daily contact with the Rome 
company. 





several | 
months here in which he super- | 


Exhib organization, which is af- 
filiated with the Theatre Owners 
of America, endorsed the Council 
lof Motion Picture Organizations, 


: but demanded that COMPO con- | 
assistant general sales| fine its activities to problems on) 
the production of features with manager and division managers,!a national seale only. Group re- | 


‘solved that any “problems con- 
fronting any state organization on 
a purely state or local level be 
entrusted for solution to such state 
organizations, without interference 
from COMPO or any similar body.” 

New Mexican exhibs, noting the 
industry is confronted with “many 
varied forms of serious competi- 
tion,” said that technical engineers 
in the past have developed films 
to their “present state of near per- 
fection,” which has enabled it to 
meet and overcome much competi- 
tion. Claiming three-dimension pix 
| would go far to making films “the 
perfect n.edium of picture exhibi- 
|tion,” the group urged producers 
ito “devote every effort to the de- 
|velopment and production in the 
|immediate future of third-dimen- 
sional m>cion pictures.” 

As for color, the NMTA claimed 
ithe filmgoing public prefers films 
|in color to any other type. Group 
also urged full cooperation with 
the industry’s fight for repeal of 
the 20% boxoffice tax, although re- 
peal is now reportedly out of the 
question because of the Korean 
| war situation. 


Youngerman Quits 
AtPar, Johnston In 


Hollywood, July 18. 

Joe Youngerman, who was Hen- 
ry Ginsberg’s righthand man at 
Paramount as liaison between front 
; Office and production, has resigned 
| following Ginsberg’s checkout from 
|Par. He was 1 protege of the for- 
|mer production chief, having been 
| brought from the back lot to the 
front office, and was relied upon 
strongly by Ginsberg. Younger- 
man’s duties will be assumed by 
Richard L. Johnston, formerly pro- 
|duction manager, with Frank Caf- 





| 














‘fey, Johnston’s assistant, mov- 
ling up. 
Y. Frank Freeman, who took 


over yesterday (Mon.) as produc: | 
ition chief, began sessions on studio | 
inventory of story properties and 
scripts being prepped for produc- 
tion. He met with Sam Briskin 
and D. A. Doran, story department 
head Bernard Smith, writers’ su- 
pervisor Frank Cleaver and legal 
departmeat head Jacob Karp. 
Stockpile of stories owned by stu- 
dio is being conibed with view to 
determining which shall have top, 
priority. 

Freeman declared there will be 
no top-bracket changes in  per- 
sonnel, He said the lot will con- 
tinue its long-standing policy of 
giving opportunities for advance- 
ment to its own staffers. He added | 
that the company will make as | 
many pix as possible on its own 
lot. Freeman took over production 
reins when Ginsberg resigned last 
Saturday (15). 








SDG STALLS SEC’Y VOTE 
Hollywood, July 18. 
Screen Directors Guild of Amer- 
ica postponed the election of a 
permanent executive secretary un-| 





wicz, Guild prexy, from Europe 
early next month. 


News will serve as newsreel di-| by other studios in the step, seen 


til the return of Joseph Mankie-| in Canada.” 


irector. James Dolan of the Nation- 


'al Broadcasting Co. sports division 
|will handle radio and television, 
|while Charles Alicoate, of Radio 
|and Film Dailies, will be in charge 


of trade-press liaison. 





% 


WB Field Huddles 


| 


Follow L.A. Meet: 


Hollywood, July 18. 
In a move to spread the policy 
decisions made at the three-day 
high echelon sales confab in Los 
| Angeles last week, Ben Kalmenson, 
|Warner Bros. vice-prexy over dis- 
|tribution, is staging a series of 





‘regional meets for the field staff. | 


|Initial field meet was held in San 
| Francisco Monday’ and 
\(Tues.) with Roy Haines, western 
division sales manager, presiding. 
Haines will hold a similar meeting 
for the midwest staffers next week 
| while Jules Lapidus, eastern dis- 
trict manager, will follow through 
with meets in Pittsburgh, July 25- 
26, and Philadelphia, July 27-28. 


Regional conclaves will follow 


through on sales push for the 26 | 
| pictures to be released during the 


1950-51 season. Meeting of top 
execs in Hollywood also set a pro- 


duction schedule of 25 to 30 fea-| 


tures for the next year. 

All these pictures are destined 
for showing on theatre screens 
throughout the world, and def- 
initely not for television. That 
was the gist of the three-day meet- 
ing at the Ambassador hotel. 
Thirty homeoffice, studio and 
field executives were told by Jack 

(Continued om page 18) 


US., Canada Censors To 





No Pix for Tele: 


today | 


| in repeated requests to Sternad 
| to be permitted to visit sets. 

Briefly, new format calls for an 
|ingenious construction of sets on 
| wheels, built so lightly that often 
|as few as two men only are re- 
quired to move them. There is a 
|great abundance of ‘wild walls’ 
and other portions of sets which 
|may be wheeled in and out of 
|camera range to make constantly 
| changing setups. Various attempts 
|}at revolving stages and sets have 
been made before, according to 
Sternad, but never passed the blue- 
print phase. 

Used for the first time ih “Cy- 
|rano” these socalled galloping 
| gadgets meet the industry’s long 
|search for mobility, compactness, 
| controlled shooting conditions, ex- 
| tra compositional opportunities and 
elimination of distant locations. 

Sternad has constructed his sets 
|so that the picture can be filmed 
on two stages instead of eight, as 
would have been the case had the 
old style of set-construction been 


utilized. Not only does this con- 
| stitute a considerable monetary 
|saving in stage-rentals, but also 


times Cameras and company do 
not have to be constantly moved to 
(Continued on page 20) 


Exhibs Can’t Bypass Pix 
Unplayed for ‘Hot’ Film, 
Myers Counsels ITOO 


Exhibitops can’t insist on play- 
‘ing a new picture to take advan- 
itage of that film’s word-of-mouth 
iunless they have fulfilled commit- 
‘ments on_ pictures previously 
| booked, according to Allied States 
general counsel Abram J. Myers. 
He was answering complaints this 
week by member exhibs of the In- 
'dependent Theatre Owners of Ohio 
lthat Metro was refusing to give 
them dates on ‘Annie Get Your 
Gun” until they had played off 
films they had dated earlier. 

In asking for Myers’ legal opin- 





Huddle on TV Pic Rules (ri."Gecrecs prohibiting distribu. 


Toronto, July 18. 
-. For the fisst time in this coun- 


dering states and Canadas 10 
provinces will meet this autumn in 
Toronto to discuss jurisdiction over 
televised films. According to O. J 
Silverthorne, censorship chairman 
here, televised films are now com- 
ing into Canadian homes via U. S. 
border outlets and therefore “the 
censor’s usefulness must be ex- 
tended or jurisdiction re-defined 
for, today, the very scenes deleted 
from motion pictures for theatre 
exhibition are being seen in the 
home through television,” 

With home privacy apparently 
pow coming under bureaucratic 
supervision, Silverthorne points 
out that certain televised films are 
being seen in the home by children 
who, otherwise, are protected from 
such cinematic sequences in the- 
atres. As the TV nucleus of the 
state -operated Canadian Broad- 


proposed trans-Canada chain will 
be in operation in Toronto and 
Montreal. Silverthorne adds that 
there will also be “the problem of 
censorship of televised films when 
the new medium begins operating 
He wonders if TV 
film showings will override local 
censors by showing prints na- 





Vernon Keays, temporary execu- 


tionally, despite the _ different 


casting Corp., two stations in a. 


| tors from making the sale of one 
|picture contingent on the sale of 


'try’s film history, censors of bor- | Others, should apply in the situa- 


jtion. Myers denied that, however, 
‘claiming the decrees, in outlawing 
| block booking, apply only to li- 
censing of films and not to their 
bookings. “It is my impression,” he 
said, “that all companies stipulate 
|in their printed contract forms that 
the pictures shall be played ‘in or- 
'der of general release in the ex- 
change district.’ That established a 
‘procedure with respect to the pic- 
(Continued on page 16) 
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Chicago Theatre’s Try 
With 98c Scale Fails 


Chicago, July 18. 

Chicago theatre’s attempt to 
|hypo grosses with a straight 98c 
|tariff collapsed under the weight 
of too many walkaways this week. 
‘In a quick turnabout Sunday (16) 
house reverted to its standard 50c 
‘minimum to bolster trade for cur- 
‘rent bill, “Flame and the Arrow,” 
with Margaret Whiting and local 
disk ‘jocks onstage. Strong busi- 
| ness at rival combo house, the Ori- 
‘ental, asking lower levy, cut a 
jhealthy bit out of the Chicago 
| theatres trade. 
The 98c policy, in effect for two 
| weeks, was okay for “Bright Leaf” 


tive secretary, announced that the| standards of the different prov-|with Andrew Sisters and Bob 


| Guild is about ready to sign its first 
| basic television agreement. 


_inces; hence the international hud- 
i dle this fall. 


| Crosby onstage, but staggered 
| with the opening of current bill. 
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The Women: Bette Davis - Anne Baxter 
Celeste Holm. The Men: George Sanders 
Gary Merrill- Hugh Marlowe. There’ll be 


Thanksgiving up and down all the land. 
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I’ve seen your CHRISTMAS Picture! 


AMERICAN GUERRILLA fs, 


IN THE PHILIPPINES 




















Zz Color by TECHNICOLOR a 
: Tyrone Power - Micheline Prelle in the : 
i timeliest picture ever—and it’s available ie 
for your BEST playing time! \) 
: * Available for a few select pre-release engagements : 3 


- 


: K 
I’ve seen your NEW YEAR'S Picture- 


Clifton “BELVEDERE webb in | aan 


FOR HEAVEN'S SAKE 


costarring the Joans Bennett and Blondell 
and Robert Cummings. It’s Heaven sent! 
* Available for a select pre-release engagements _ 
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“‘IT’ve seen product to make 


EVERYDAY A HOLIDA ¥!"" 















| | AISTER 
TECHNICOLOR ; é 
, : 3 One wonderful picture 
The 1950 musical with Elia KAZAN creates starring Burt Lancaster, 
heart! Starring Betty i the screen excitement Dorothy McGuire and 
Grable! Dan Dailey! of the Year. Getset now! Edmund Gwenn! 
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The First drama of the ' Big outdoor romance oN ee 
Roller Speedways— : drama! Joseph Cotten, Dances by Haver; Love 
Ne, starring Mickey Linda Darnell, Jeff | by Lundigan; Kisses by 
WA Rooney, Pat O’Brien! Chandler, Cornel Wilde. de Haven; Songs by 
: : Day; Trumpet by James. 
\ 
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L.A. Better: ‘Winchester’ Fancy 406, 
Forest’ in Green $27,000, Robinson, 
NSH 306; ‘Bride’ Okay $17,000, 2d 


Los Angeles, July 18. 

Sextet of new bills is helping 
the overall gross outlook here this 
week. Although only two of new 
entries are measuring up to ex- 
pectancy. “Winchester ’73” shapes | 
great $40,000 or near in five the- | 
atres, mostly small-seaters. “Rogues | 
of Sherwood Forest,” in two} 
houses, is clocking a good $27,000. | 

“Bobinson Story” is disappoint- | 
ing with about $30,000 in five spots. 
“Great Jewel Robber” also is mod- 
erate at $26,000 in three. “Happy 
Years” is very dull $14,000 in two 
sites while “If This Be Sin” looks | 
only slim $18,000 in three. 


Second week of “Father of | 
Bride” is okay $17,000 in two lo-| 
cations. Third frame of “City | 


Lights” is still good at $5,000 in 
Four Star. 
Estimates for This Week 
Los Angeles, Chinese, Uptown, 
Loyola, Wilshire (FWC) (2,097; 2.,- 
048: 1,719; 1,248; 2,296; 60-$1) — 
“Robinson Story” (EL) and “Fed- 
eral Man” ‘EL). Modest $30,000. | 
Last week, “Where Sidewalk Ends” 
(20th), $34,300. 

Hollywood, Downtown, Wiltern 
(WB) (2,756; 1,757; 2,344; 60-$1) — | 
“Great Jewel Robber’ (WB) and} 
“50 Years Before Eyes” (WB).| 
Only fair $26,000. Last week, 
“Bright Leaf’ (WB) (2d wk), 
$21,700. 

Loew’s State, Egyptian (UA) 2,-| 
404; 1,538; 60-$1)—“Happy Years” | 
(M-G) and “Gunfire” (Lip). (State | 
only). Minor $14,000. Last week, | 
“Crisis” (M-G) (10 days), $22,700. | 

Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) (2-) 

(Continued on page 18) 


‘DUCHESS’ STOUT 156, | 
L’VILLE; “MAN’ $7,000 


Louisville, July 18. 

Activity at Loew’s State is cur-| 
rently so lively it looks like war- | 
time biz. ‘‘Duchess of Idaho” with | 
“Davy Crockett” in support looks | 
solid $15,000. There is a real, 
downbeat at the other houses. 
Rialto, with ‘No Man of Own,” is 
sub - normal. Strand’s “Jackie 
Robinson Story” looms slow, pic 
playing to virtually an all-white 
audience. 

Estimates for This Week 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,200; 
45-65) — “Great Jewel 
(WB). Mild $3,500. 
“Kill Umpire” (Col), 
$6,500. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) 
45-65)—"‘No Man of Own” (Par) | 
and “Great Rupert” (EL). Light | 
$7,000 in 6 days. Last week, “Gun- 
fighter” (20th) and “Port New 
York” (EL), fair $10,000. | 

State (Loew's) (3,000; 45-65) —- 
“Duchess of Idaho” (M-G) 
“Dave Crockett” (UA). 





medium 


(3,000: | 


end. Solid $15,000. 


“Father of Bride” (M-G) (2d wk), | 


| 
|“‘Was Shoplifter”’ (U), $13,000. 


healthy $9,C00. 


Strand (FA) (1,400; 45-65) — 


“Jackie Robinson Story” (EL) and } 
$3.500. | “Comanche 
Last week, “Night and City” (20th) | 
and “Motor Patrol’ (Lip), medium 


“Samba” (EL). Modest 


$4,000. 





Prov.; ‘Night’ Nifty 166 


Providence, July 18. 

Leaping back into the lead this 
week is Loew’s State with “Duchess 
of Idaho” for great session. Also 
very healthy is “Night and City” 
a Majestic. Other stands levelled 
off. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65) — 
“Secret Fury” (RKO) and “Sons of 
New Mexico” (Col). Fair $9,500. 
Last week “White Tower” (RKO) 
and “Armore Car Robbery” 
(RKO), nice $15,000 in 8 days. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65) — 
“Night and City” (20th) and 
“Trigger Junior’ (Rep). Packing 
them in for nifty $16,000. Last 
week, “Bright Leaf” (WB), weak 
$7.000. 

Metropolitan (Snider). (3,100; 44- 
65)\—“Fighting Command” (Indie) 
and “Fury In Sky” (Indie). So-so 
$5,800. Last week, “Naughty 
Nineties” (FC) and “One Night in 


Tropics” (FC) (reissues), fajrish 
$5,000. 
State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65) — 


“Duchess of Idaho” (M-G). 
$18,000. Last week, 
Bride” (M-G) (2d wk), wow $12,000 
Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65 
—‘If This Be Sin” (UA) and “State 
Penitentiary” (Col). Started Mon- 
day (17). Last week, “Friend Irma 
West” (Par) (2d wk), fair $7,000, 


| 000. 


Robber” | 
Last week, | 


and | 
Class of | 
town, with lines over the week-} 4 
Last week, 85)—“Peggy” (U) and “Spy Hunt” | Hunt” (U), same. 


| 








, a 


| 


Broadway Grosses 





This Week . $436,100 
(Based on 17 theatres.) 
Last Year . .$527,000 
(Based on 18 theatres.) 








Omaha Mild But ‘Peggy’ 
Nice 116; ‘Tower’ 56, 2d 


Omaha, July 18. 
With ‘White Tower” going well 
at the Brandeis, it was yanked after 
five days of its second week to 
throw in a couple of so-called 
timely reissues, ‘Destination To- 
kyo” and “God Is My Co-Pilot.” 


| ‘White Tower” had done a sturdy 


first week and was on the way to 


pheum backed by ‘‘Lucky Losers” 


r good second. “Peggy” at the Or- 


| is fairly trim. “Guilty of Treason” 

. | and “Pirates of Capri’ shape fine 

Estimated Total Gross | at the Omaha. 
} 


Estimates for This Week 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
65)— “Peggy” (U) and “Lucky 
Losers” (Mono(. Fine $11,000, and 
could be more. Last week, “Story 


| of Molly X” (U) and Henry Busse 


‘Winchester Big 
$18,000, K.C. Ace 


Kansas City, July 18. 


| Omaha 


orch, fair $18,800 at 20-80c scale. 
(Tristates) (2,100; 16-65) 
|—‘Guilty of Treason” (EL) and 
Pirates of Capri” (FC). Nice $10,- 
000. Last week, ‘Friend Irma West” 
Par): (m.o.), $8,000. 

Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16- 
| 65)—“Father of Bride” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Healthy $11,000. Last week, 


Outlook for current week is for | Smash $15,000. 


steady biz in most spots, 
chester '73” in Tower-Uptown-Fair- 
way combo leading with big $18,- 
000. “Father of Bride” continues 
sock biz at Midland in its second 
week. Missouri. is pleasing with 
“Bright Leaf.” Weather continues | 
cool, a real help to the weekend 
trade. | 
Estimates for This Week 
Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 


65)—-“‘Tobacco Road” (20th) and 
“Grapes of Wrath” (20th) (reis- 
sues). Good $4,000. Last week, 


house was teamed with suburban 


Apollo on “Rock Island Trail” | 
(Rep) and “Dakota” (Rep), hefty | 
$9,000. | 


Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 45-65)— | 
“Father of Bride” (M-G) and “Cus- | 
toms Agent” (Col) (2d wk). Smash | 
$14,000, and likely will play a few 
extra days, bringing house back to 
regular Thursday openings. Last 
week, sock $21,000. 

Missouri (RKO) (2,650; 45-65)— 
“Bright Leaf” (WB). Pleasant $11,- | 
Last week, “White Tower” 
(RKO) same, initiating solo feature 
policy here. 

Paramount (United Par) (1,900; 
45-65)—“‘Return of Frontiersman” | 
(WB) and ‘This Side of Law” (WB). | 
Good $10,000. Last week, 


Tower, Uptown, Fairway (‘Fox 
Midwest) (2,100; 2,043; 700; 45-65) 
— ‘Winchester °73” (U). Helped 
along by special shows to big $18,- 
000, and likely will hold. Last week, 
“Peggy” (20th), $15,000. 





‘Peggy’ Fast $12,000 In 


Dull Port.; ‘Humor’ 7'4G 


Portland, Ore., July 18. 
Outside of the weather, ‘‘Father 
of Bride” is the hottest thing in 


town, in fourth week at United 
Artists. “Peggy” looms big at | 
Broadway. Biz is down at most 


other houses, with heat blamed. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (1,830; 50- 


Last 
(U) 


(U). Big $12,000. 
“Comanche Territory” 


week, 
and 


Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 50-85)— 
Territory” (U) and 
“Shoplifter” (U) (m.o.). Solid 
$5,500. Last week, “Bright Leaf” 
(WB) and “This Side of Law” 


Oriental (Evergreen) (2,000; 50- 
85)—“Cariboo Trail” (20th) and 
“Killer Shark’? (Indie), day-date 
with Paramount. Okay $4,000 or 
near. Last week, “White Tower” 

(Continued on page 18) 


\(WB) (m.o.), $4,000. 


‘Duchess’ Lofty $18,000, 


“Win- | 


| weeks of fast trotting. 


lis fair 


“Friend | 
Irma West” (Par) (2d wk), $9,000. | 


Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— 
“White Tower’ (RKO) (2d wk-5 
days). Good $5,000. Last week, big 
$7,500. “Destination Tokyo” (WB) 
and “God Is Co-Pilot” (WB) (re- 
issues) pushed in Sunday (16). 

State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65)— 
“Yellow Cab Man” (M-G) and “One 


| Way Street” (U) (2d wk). Satisfac- | 


tory $4,500. Last week, nice $5,500. 


‘Night’ Mildish 





$75,000 in Det. 


Detroit, July 18. 
the boxoffice went 
waltz after a couple 
“Night and 
City” is shaping only fair $25,000 
at Fox. “Peggy” looks slow $8,000 
at United Artists. The Downtown 
$9,000 for ‘“Rocketship 
The others are holdovers 


Traffic at 
back to a 


X-M.” 


| that are slipping in the usual ratio | 


for second and third rounds. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fox (Fox-Mich) (5,000; 70-95)— 
“Night and City” (20th) and “Isle 
| of Samoa” (Col). Fair $25,000. Last 
|week, “Gunfighter” (20th) and 
\‘*Armored Car Robbery” (RKO) (2d 
wk), $22,500. 


70-95)—“‘Friend Irma West” (Par) 
and “Trial Without Jury” (Rep) 
(2d wk). Slim $14,000. Last week, 
| Okay $18,000. 

| Palms (UD) (2,900; 
|“White Tower” (RKO) (2d_ wk). 
| Slow $10,000. Last week, swell 
| $20,000. 

United Artists (UD) (2,000; 70- 
| 95)—“Peggy” (U) and “One Way 
| Street” (U). Dull $8,000. Last week, 
“Cactus Creek” (U) and “Spy 


| Madison (UD) (1,800; 70-95)— 
|'“Flame Barbary Coast” (Rep) and 
| “Lady for Night” (Rep) (reissues). 
| Mild $5,000. Last week, ‘Skipper 
Surprised Wife” (M-G) and “Side- 
show” (Mono), $6,000. 
| Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95)— 
“Annie Get Gun” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Oke $13,000. Last week, $15,000. 
| Downtown (Balaban) (2,900; 70- 
95)—“‘Rocketship X-M” (Lip) and 
“Golden Gloves Story” (EL). Okay 
| $9,000. Last week, ‘““Wagonmaster” 
(RKO) and “Tarzan Slave Girl” 
| (RKO) (2d wk), $6,000. 





Cincinnati, July 18. 
Biz generally at major stands is 
|in high gear for mid-summer. Rash 
|of above-par product, injection of 
|a hotsy vaude layout in the big 
' Albee and a cool-weather break 
are helping. ‘“‘Great Rupert,” with 
vaude onstage, is great. “Win- 
chester '73” is smash at Keith’s. 
“Rogues of Sherwood Forest” 
| looks okay at Palace while ‘““‘Where 
| Sidewalk Ends” is likewise at 
| Capitol. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3.100; 55-94) — 








| Barton. Stageshow addition build- 
'ing to great $26,000. Last week, 
|“Friend Irma West” (Par), pleas- 
| ing $12,000 at 55-94c scale. 

| Capitol (Mid-States) (2,000; 565- 
75) — “Where Sidewalk Ends” 


‘Rupert -Vaude Great $26,000, Cincy: 
‘Winchester’ Wow 126, Forest’ 106 


| (20th). Okay $9,000. 
| “Peggy” (U), $7,500. 
Grand (RKO) (1,400; 55-75) — 
| “Annie Get Gun” (M-G) (3d wk). 
| Strong $8,000 trailing big $12,000 
| for second round. 
| Keith’s (Mid-States) (1.542: 55- 
|'75)—“Winchester °73” (U). Wow 
$12,000 Last week, “‘Cariboo Trail” 
| (20th), $7,500. 


| Lyrfe (RKO) (1,500: 55-75) 

“Friend Irma West” (Par) (m.o.). 

|All right $5,000. Last week, “Des- 
tination Tokyo” (WB) and “God Is 
Co-Pilot” (WB) (reissues), $4,000. 

| Palace (RKO) (2,100; 55-75) — 


Last week, 


Great | “Great Rupert” (EL) plus vaude “Rogues Sherwood Forest” ( ) 
“Father of, with King Cole Trio and Eileen Oke oe 


$10,000. Last week, “White 
| Tower” (RKO), $9,500. 

| Shubert (Mid-States) (2,100; 55- 
,75)—“Cariboo Trail” (20th) (m.o.). 
| Pleasing $5,000. Last week, ‘“Sa- 
| lome” (Indie) and “Gypsy Wild- 
cat” (Indie) (reissues), $4,000, 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week ...... $2,156,200 
(Based on 23 cities, 183 the- 
atres, chiefly first runs, includ- 
ing N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week: 
Last Year........$2,414,600 
(Based on 24 cities and 167 
theatres. ) 











Duchess Rugged 
$15,500, Denver 


Denver, July 19. 





| 


Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 


70-95) — | 


However, ‘‘Comanche Territory” 
,and “Duchess of Idaho” are doing 
nicely. ‘Annie Get Gun” is so big 
in second Broadway week that it 
will hold a third session. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74)— 
“Bright Leaf’ (WB) and “House by 
River” (Rep), day-date with Den- 
ver, Webber. Poor $2,000. Last 
week, “Kiss for Corliss’ (UA), $2,- 


| 500. 


| Broadway (Wolfberg) (1,500; 35- | 
|74)—‘Annie Get Gun” (M-G) 


(2d 
wk). Big $13,000. Holds_again. Last 
week, record $16,500.08 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70) 
—‘‘Eagle and Hawk” (Par). Sad $8,- 
500. Last week, “Irma Goes West” 
(Par) (2d wk), $8,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)— 
“Bright Leaf” (WB) and “House by 


River” (Rep), also Aladdin, Web- | 


ber. Slight $10,000. Last week, 
“Gunfighter” (20th) and “Guilty 
Bystander” (FC), fine $15,000. 
Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)—‘‘Co- 
manche Territory” (U) and “Wom- 
an from Headquarters” (Rep), day- 
date with Paramount. Good $2,500. 
Last week, “Gunfighter” (20th) and 
— Bystander” (FC), fine $2,- 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 


\“Duchess of Idaho” (M-G) and 
“Masked Riders” (RKO). Fine $15,- 
500 or over. Last week, ‘‘White 


Tower” (RKO) and “Armored Car 
Robbery” (RKO), $14,500. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
'“Comanche Territory” (‘U) and 
“Woman from Headquarters” (Rep), 
‘also Esquire. Fast $10,000 or near. 
| Last week, “Cactus Creek” (U) and 
“Counterspy” (Col), $7,000. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)— 
| “Bright Leaf” (WB) and ‘“‘House by 
| River” (Rep), alse Aladdin, Denver. 
|Poor $1,500. Last week, ‘“Gun- 
|fighter” (20th) and “Guilty By- 
stander” (FC), $2,300. 


Too Many H.0.’s Slow D.C.; 
‘Lonely Place’ Fair 126, 
‘Coronets’ High $10,000 


Washington, July 18. 

With holdovers in many mid- 
| town houses, biz has slipped again 
| this week. Sole standout appears 
|to be “Kind Hearts and Coronets,” 
| British newcomer at Trans-Lux, 
|which is clicking. “In a Lonely 
Place,” at the Warner, shapes aver- 
,age. “Father of Bride” looks steady 
| in second session at Loew’s Palace. 
Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew’s) (2,434; 44-85)— 
“Sierra” (U) plus vaude. Sluggish 
$17,000. Last week, “Spy Hunt” 
(U) and vaude topped by Jerry Co- 
lonna, hot $30,000. 

Dupont (Lopert) (386; 50-85)— 
“Escape Into Dreams” (Indie). Okay 
$4,000. 
(Mono), same. 

Keith’s (RKO) 
“White Tower” 








(1,139; 44-80)— 
(RKO) (2d wk). 


week. 

Metropolitan (Warner) (1,163; 44- 
74)—“Bright Leaf” (WB) (2d run). 
Okay $5,000. Last week, “Rock Is- 
land Trail” +Rep), fine $6,500. 

Palace (Loew's) (2,370; 44-74)— 
“Father of Bride’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
picady $17,000 after sock $27,000 
ast week. 

Playhouse (Lopert) (485; 50-85)— 
;“Woman of Dolwin” (Indie). Fair 
$5,000. Last week, “Saints and Sin- 
ners” (Indie) (4th wk), okay $4,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,164; 44-74)—“In 
Lonely Place” (Col). Fair $12,000, 
about average for recent weeks. 
Last week, “Rogues Sherwood For- 
est” (WB), better than hoped at 
$12,000. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (650; 44-80)— 
“Kind Hearts and Coronets” (EL). 


sock. Last week, “Winslow Boy” 
(EL) (4th wk), okay $4,500, . 





‘Winchester’ Paces Hub, Sock $20,000: 
‘Sin Drab 136, ‘Rocketshin’ Tall 176 


Boston, July 18. 
Biz seems to be holding up mod- 
erately well this stanza with “Win- 


chester .73” at the Memorial pac- 
|ing 


the town at sock figure. 
“Rocketship X-M” at Paramount 
and Fenway looks fairly strong. 
“Woman on Pier 13” at Boston 
and “If This Be Sin” at Met shape 
not much more than average, latter 
being very slow. “Father of 
Bride” in third frame at State and 





Biz is not so good here this week. | 


Last week, “Bond Street” | 


Firm $9,000 after hefty $15,000 last 


Solid $10,000, with weekend biz! 


Orpheum is still oke. 
| “Panic in Streets” in third week 
at Astor and “Kind: Hearts and 
Coronets” in third at Beacon Hill 
-are skidding. 

Estimates for This Week 
| Astor (Jaycox) (1,200; 50-95) — 
i“Panic in Streets” (20th) (3d wk). 
Slipped to about $5,200 after fair 
$6,800 for second. 

Beacon Hill (Beacon Hill) (780: 
40-90)—"‘Kind Hearts and Coro- 
inets” (EL) (3d wk). Down to 
$4,800 after oke $5,500 for second. 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 40-85) — 
\““Woman on Pier 13” (RKO) and 
“Vicious Years” (FC). Fair $10.- 
500. Last week, “Good Humor 
Man” (Col) and “Destination 
|Murder” (RKO), slim $9,000 tor 8 
| days. 
| Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85) — 
“Rocketship X-M” (Lip) and “Des- 
tination Big House” (Rep). Okay 
$5,000. Last week, “Friend Irma 
West” (Par) and “Lost Volcano” 
(Mono) (2d wk), mild $3,800. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,500; 40-85)— 
“Winchester °73” (UV). Leading 
town with sock $20,000. Last week, 
“White Towér”’ (RKO) (2d wk), not 
bad $10,000. 

Metropolitan (NET) (4,367; 40- 
85)—"“If This Be Sin” (UA) and 
\“Iroquois Trail” (UA). Lean 
$13,000. Last week, “Underworld 
Story” (UA) and “Savage Horde” 
(Rep), $12,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85)— 
“Father of Bride’? (M-G) (3d wk). 
Still getting good play at $12,000 
after solid $18,000 for second. 

Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85) 
'—‘“‘Rocketship X-M” (Lip) and 
“Destination Big House” (Rep). 
Fine $12,000. Last week, “Friend 
Irma West” (Par) and “Lost Vol- 
cano” (Mono), $10,000 for second 
frame. 

State (Loew) (3,500: 40-85) 
“Father of Bride” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Not bad $7,000 after nice $10,000 
for second. 


‘Winchester’ Scores Hit 
In Philly, 186; ‘Flame’ 
Hot 206, ‘Tower’ 116 


Philadelphia, July 18. 

Rainy weekend is helping. first- 
runs here this session, keeping 
‘natives at home instead of going 
'te the shore or mountains. Biggest 
jtotal will go to “Flame = and 
| Arrow,” stout at the huge Miast- 
baum, but comparatively biggest 
isession is being turned in by 
|““Winchester °73,” scoring a bulls- 
‘cye at Stanley. ‘“‘Mystery Street” 
looms good at the Stanton. “White 
Tower” looks mild at the Earle. 
Estimates for This Week 
| 


— 








Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)—‘Big 
|Hangover” (M-G) (2d wk). Of? 
‘badly to $7,000. Last week, good 
$18,000. 
| Earle (WB) (2,700 50-99) — 
“White Tower” (RKO). Mild $11.- 


000 or near. Last. week. ‘ Lawless” 


(Par), $7,000. 


Fox °(20th) (2,250: 59-99) — 
, Where Sidewalk Ends” (20th) 
(2d wk). Good $15,900. Last week, 
rock $25,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,200. 50- 
99)\—"“Friend Irma West” (Par) 
(3d wk). eat $12,000. Last week, 
$14,000. 

Karliton (Goldman) (1.000: 50- 
99\—“Asphalt Jungle’ (M-G) (4th 
wk). Tidy $7,000. Last week, 
$8,000 


Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99)— 
“Flame and Arrow” (WB). Stout 
$20,000. Last week, “Bright Leat” 
(WB) (2d wk), dull $12,000. 

Randolph (Goldman) (2.500; 50- 
99)—‘‘Annie Get Gun” (M-G) (6th 


wk). Fine,$14,000. Last week, 
$15,000. ? 

| Stanle B) (2,950; 50-99) — 
|““Winchester °73” (U). Big $18,000 


or over. Last week, “Great Jewel 
Robber” (WB), $7,600. 


Stanton (WB) (1,475; 50-99) — 
“Mystery Street” (M-G). Good 
$10,000. Last week, “Iroquois 


Trail” (U) and “Great Plane Rob- 
ibery” «U), $13,000. 

| Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 50-99) — 
| winslow Boy” (EL) (3d wk), 
Good $6,000. Last week, $7,000. 
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‘Punctured Romance” 


Wednesday, July 19, 1950 


VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 





Chi Slips Albeit ‘Winchester’ Loud 
$18,000; ‘Flame’-Stage Good $48,000, 


‘Cariboo Fat 116, ‘Crown’ Lean 12G 


Chicago, July 18. 

Downtown business is not match- 
ing last week’s. 
spots ,is “Annie Get Your Gun” 
with Ames Bros. onstage at Ori- 
ental, with smash $41,000 in third 
week. “Flame and the Arrow,” 
with Margaret Whiting, Bill Sny- 
der band and local disk jocks on- 
stage, is just good $48,000 at Chi- 
cago. 

One of best new straight-filmers 
is “Winchester 73” at Grand with 
socko $18,000 or near “Cariboo 
Trail’ and “Hidden Room” at 
Roosevelt is rated neat $11,000 

“White Tower” and “Destination 
Murder” at Palace is brisk at $8.- 
000 after a shaky first session. In 
nosedive is “Duchess of Idaho.” 
down to $17,000 at Woods in second 
round. “Stars in Crown,” State- 
Lake newcomer, looms slow 
$12.000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,000: 98)— 
“Flame and the Arrow” (WB) with 
Margaret Whiting and Bill Svnder 
orch heading all-disk jockey stage- 
show. Good $48,000. Last week, 
‘Bright Leaf’ (WB) with Andrews 


Sisters and Bob Crosby onstage, 
$44.000 

Garrick (B&K) (900: 50-98)— 
“Yellow Sky” (20th) and “Ox-Bow 


Incident” (20th) (reissues). 
ant $6,000. 


Pleas- 
Last week. “Leave to 


Heaven” (20th) and “Call North- 
side 777” (20th)) (reissues), $5,000. 
Grand (RKO) (1.500: 50-98)— 


“Winchester ’73” (U). Sotko $18.- 
000. Last week, “Rocketship X-M’’ 
(Lip), $8,000. 

Loop (Telenews) (625: 50-98) 
Reverted to newsreel policy. Last 
week, “Fifty Yearg Before Eyes” 
(WB), big $7,400 

Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 50-98)— 
“Annie Get Gun’ (M-G) and 
Ames Bros. topping stage bill (3d 
wk). Smash $41,000. Last week, 


$45.000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98)— 
“White Tower” (RKO) and “Des- 
tination Murder” (RKO) (2d wk), 
Brisk $8,000. Last week, $10,000. 


Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98)— 


“Cariboo Trail” (20th) and “Hidden 


Room” (EL). Neat $11,000 or near. 
Last week, “Rock Island Trail” 
(Rep) and “Johnny One-Eye” (UA), 
$7,000. 


State-Lake (B&K) (2.700; 50-98) 
—‘Stars in My Crown” ‘(M-G). 
Poor $12,000. Last week. “Good 


Humor Man” (Col )and ‘Fortunes 
Capt. Blood” (Cob, $7,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1.700; 50- 
98)—"Iroquois Trail’ (UA) and 
“The Avengers” (Rep) (2d. wk). 
Mediocre $7,000. Last week, $10,- 
000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)— 
“Duchess of Idaho” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Mild $17,000. Last week. $27,000. 

World (Indie) (587; 80)—‘Her 
Wonderful Lie” (Indie) (3d 
Smart $3,300. Last week, $4.000, 


Heat Clips Cleve. But 
‘Winchester’ Lusty 206; 
‘Crisis’ Light $11,000 


Cleveland, July 18. 
“Winchester °73” is only film 
shooting its way out of the summer 
heat here this week, with great 
session likely at Palace. Likely 





will hold. “Crisis” is in reverse | 
with weak $11,000 at State. “Spy | 
Hunt” shapes strong at Allen. 


Elsewhere biz is moderate te dull 
with few exceptions. ‘ 
Estimates for This Week 

Allen (WB) (3,000; 55-75)—‘Spy 
Hunt” (U). Strong $11,000. Last 
week, “Where Sidewalk Ends” 
420th), $14,000. 
| Esquire (Community) (704; 55- 
75'\—"Secret Fury” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Down to $3,200 after okay $4,000 
last week. 


Hippodrome (WB) (3,700; 55-75) 
-~—"Great Jewel Robber” (WB). 
Modest $13,000 or near. Last | 
week, “Bright Leaf’ (WB), mild 
$15,000. 

Ohio (Loew's) (1,205; 55-75) — 


= 


*Tillie’s 
(EL) (re- 
issues). Slight $2,500. Last week, 
“Father of Bride” (M-G) (4th wk), 
sOlid $4.500. 

Palace (RKO) (3,300; 55-75) — 
“Winchester ’73" (U). Great $20.- 
000 or near. Last week, 
Tower” (RKO), $12,500. 

State (Loew’s) (3.450; 55-70) — 
“Crisis” (M-G). Light $11,000 or 
close. Last week, “Duchess of 
Idaho” (M-G) (2d wk’, $9,500. 


"G. 1. Joe’ (EL) and 


One of few bright | 


,(U) 


wk), | 


“White 





+ 


Estimates Are Net 

Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playin;, percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come, 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however. as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 


‘Winchester’ Boff 
In Frisco, $21,000 


San Francisco, July 18 
Market Street film biz generally 
is in the doldrums. One exception 
to the current downbeat is ‘“‘Win- 
chester ’73,” heading for socko 
session at Orpheum. Also strong 
is “White Tower” at Golden Gate. 








“Crisis” is only fair at Warfield 
while “Great Jewel Robber’ is 
shaping lightweight at the Fox. 
“Peggy” looks to be in for good 


session at United Artists. 
Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2.844: 60- 
85)—“*White Tower” (RKO). Strong 
$17,000. Last week, “Armored Car 
Robbery” (RKO) plus Lionel 
Hampton orch, sock $26.000. 

Fox (FWC) (4.651. (0-95) — 
“Great Jewel Robber’ (WB) and 
“50 Years Before Eyes” (WB). 
Light $14.000 or less. Last week. 
“Cariboo Trail” (20th) and “Lucky 


Losers” (Mono), $15.500. 

Warfield ‘Loew’s) (2.656: 60-85) 
—“Crisis’” (M-G). Fair $14,000. 
Last week, “Father of Bride” 


(M-G) (3d wk), strong $15,000 
Paramount (Par) (2.646: 60-85)— 


“Friend Irma West” (Par) and 
“Side Show” (Mono) (2d wk). 
Pleasing $13,000. Last week, 


strong $20.000. 
St. Francis (Par) (1.400: 60-85)— 


“Mystery ‘Street’ (M-G). Fine 
$12,000. Last week, “Going My 
Way” (Par) (reissue) (2d wk), 
$6,500. 


Orpheum (No. Coast) (2.448: 55- 
85\—"‘Winchester °'73” (U). Socko 
$21,000. Last week, “Kill Umpire” 
(Col) and “On Isle of Samoe” 
(Col), $13,500. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207; 
55-85) —“‘Peggy” (U). Good $13,- 
000. Last week, “Cactus Creek” 
and “Thundering Rails” (U) 
(2d wk), $5,000 in 5 days. 

Stagedoor (Ackerman - Rosener) 
(370; 85-$1)—“Kind Hearts, Coro- 
nets’ (EL) (4th wk). Held to 
$4,000. Last week. big $5,000. « 

Clay (Rosener) 1400; 65-85)— 
“Tight Little Island” (U). Good 
$3,500. Last week, “Astonished 
Heart” (U) (5th wk), $2,600. 

Larkin (Rosener) (400; 65-85) — 
“Tight Little Island’ (U). Trim 
|$3,600. Last week, “City Lights” 
(UA) (reissue), (8th wk!, $3.000. 


ST. LOO SPOTTY BUT 
‘LEGION’ GOOD $17,000 


St. Louis. July 18. 
Biz is spotty at mainstem houses 
‘this week, with “In the Foreign 
| Legion” rated the best draw of 
‘new pictures. “Duchess of Idaho” 





‘ond week at Loew's. House is 
‘opening at 10 a.m. in order to take 
leare of crowds, “Rocketship X-M” 
‘is not shaping up too well. 
Estimates for This Week 


Fox (F&M) (5,000: 60) — “In 
Foreign Legion” (U) and “Spy 
Hunt” (U). Good $17.000. Last 
i|week. “Winchester °'73° ‘(U) and 
“Bomba Panther Island’ (Mono), 
$16,000. 


Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75) — 
“Duchess of Idaho” (M-G: and 
“Father Makes Good” (Mono) (2d 
wk). Still big at $18,000 after $25,- 
000 for first stanza. 


Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 60) — 
“Irma Goes West” (Par! and 
“Humphrey Takes Chance” (Mono) 
(m.o.). Oke $7,000. Last week. 
“Back to Bataan” (RKO) and 
“Marine Raiders” (RKO) ‘reissues! 
$8,000 


St. Louis (F&M) (4.000; 60) — 
“Rocketship X-M” (Lip) and ‘“Mo- 
tor Patrol” (Lip). Passable $9,000. 
Last week, “Irma Goes West” (Par! 
and “Humphrey kes Chance 


-,(Mono), big $13,000. 


‘TOWER’ HIGH $11,000, 
- TORONTO; ‘HUMOR’ 126 


Toronto. July 18. 
_ With outdoors competition hurt- 
ing biz generally, “White Tower” 
and “Good Humor Man” are never- 
theless grossing satisfactory re- 
turns. Such repeaters as ‘Father 
of Bride” in third stanza and 
“Friend Irma Goes West” and 
“Love Happy,” both in second 
frames, also are holding up well. 

Estimates for This Week 

Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, 
State (Taylor) (1,059; 955; 698; 694; 
33-57) —“House by River” (Rep) 
and “Savage Horde” (Rep). Okay 
$10,000. Last week, “Black Hand” 
(M-G) and “Father Makes Good” 
(Mono), ditto. 

Hyland (Rank) (1,357: 46-77)— 
“Kind Hearts, Coronet” (EL) (Sth 
wk). Neat $5,000. Last week. $6,000. 

Imperial (FP) (3,373: 37-59)— 
“White Tower” (RKO). Good $11.- 
000. Last week, “Gunfighter” (20th) 
(2d wk), $7,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,096; 38-67) — 
“Father of Bride” (M-G) (3d wk). 


Still lusty at $8,000. Last week, 
$11,000. 

Nortown, University (FP) (959; 
1.556; 38-67)—‘“‘Love Happy” (UA) 
(2d wk). Nice $7,500 after last 


week’s big $10,000 for four days 
on first week. 

Odeon (Rank) (2,390;: 48-$1.15)— 
“Good Humor Man” (Col). Neat 
$12,000. Last week, “Blue Lamp” 
(EL), same. 

Shea’s (FP) 


(2.386; 38-67)— 


'*Friend Irma West” (Par) (2d wk). 


Nice $8,000. Last week. $12,000. 

Towne (Taylor) (693; 40-88)— 
“Rocketship X-M” (Lip) (3d wk). 
Big $5,000 after last week’s near- 
capacity $6,000. 


Kaye Ups Jungle 





Smash 386, Mpls. 


Minneapolis, July 138. 

Most boxoffice roads lead to Ra- 
dio City currently where the first 
stageshow in a long time is doing 
sock biz. First local date of Danny 
Kaye since he became a star plus 
“Asphalt Jungle” afid Georgia 
Gibbs is spelling the wow session. 
In the face of such opposition, the 
going is rough for the remainder 
of the ‘field, dncluding newcomers 
“Winchester ’73” and “Love That 
Brue.” Former is nice at Orpheum. 

Estimates for This Week 


Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-70)— 
“Jackie Robinson Story” (EL) 
(m.o.). Landed here, despite slow 


initial State stanza. Tepid $4,000. 
Last week, “Colt .45’° (WB) (m.o.), 
$4.500. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-85)— | 
“Asphalt Jungle” (M-G) plus Danny 
Kaye, Georgia Gibbs. others on- 
stage. Big amusement bargain put- 
ting life into generally dying box- 
office here. Kaye's first date here> 
since becoming a star and out-) 
standing picture also is a big help 


in keeping turnstiles clicking. Big 
$38.000, but no new record. Last 
week, “Gunfighter” (20th) slow 


$12,000 at 50-70¢ scale. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 35- 
70)—‘‘Winchester ’73”" (U). Jimmy 
Stewart starrer doing well in view 
of murderous Radio City opposi-. 
tion. Stout $14,000. Last week, 
“White Tower” (RKO). good 
$11,000. “Winchester” rates move- | 
over. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 35-70)— 
“White Tower” (RKO) (m.o.'. Oke 
$6,000. Last week, “The Sundown- 
ers’ (EL) and “Golden Twenties” 
(RKO), $4,800. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—‘Love 
That Brute” (20th). Well-liked pic- | 
ture staggering along to light $7,-. 
000. Last week, “Jackie Robinson 
Story” (EL), $8,000. 

World (Mann) (400; 50-83)— 
“Fallen Idol” (U) and “Quartet” | 


(U) (2d runs). Two superior British 
is still doing terrific trade in sec-| 
| $2,000. Last week, “Bright Leaf” | 
(WB) (2d wk), mild $2,500. 


pictures on return date doing lean 





‘Annie’ Terrif $16,000, 
Seattle; Jo Stewart 12G 


Seattle, July 18. | 

City is suffering from seasonal | 
doldrums, being very spotty de- 
spite four new entries. Of these. 
only “Annie Get Gun” and “Win-| 
chester °73” are measuring up) 
well. Former is smash at Music 


Hall while “Winchester” looms 
sturdy at Orpheum. “Bicycle 
Thief’ looks only fair at Music | 
Box. 


Estimates for This Week 
Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,877; 59- | 
84) — “Rogues Sherwood Forest” | 
(Col) and “Humphrey ' = Takes, 
Chance” (Mono). Okay $6,500. Last 
week, “Atrocities of Manila” (in-) 
die), big $9,200. 
Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2.349: 
59-84)—“Irma” (Par and “Golden 
(Continued on page 13) 


after $5,200 last week. 


Weather Only Thing Hot on Bway, 
‘Next Voice’ Loudest at 1156, 3d, 


Flame’-Pickens-Lester Oke 486, 2d 


Broadway first-run business is | 
suffering from too many holdovers 
and too much torrid weather in the | 
current session. Seasonal factors 
are much in evidence, with trade 
very uneven. Cool, rainy weather | 
last Sunday (16) perked up the box- | 
office all along the line, but the im- 
provement was washed out Mon- 
day-Tuesday as the mercury soared 
to around 90 degrees. 

About the only thing near capac- 
ity over last Friday and Saturday 
were the roads leading to seashore 
spots and to the mountains. The 
only new bills during the past week 
were the usual weekly changes at 
the Palace and a new reissue setup 
at the Rialto. 

The biggest money again is going 
to the Music Hall in its third week 
with “Next Voice You Hear” and 
the annual July 4 stageshow. Al- 
though down considerably from the 
first two weks, it still is doing com- 
paratively well at $115,000 albeit | 
not enough to warrant a fourth ses- 
sion. 

Second week of “Flame and Ar- | 
row” with Jane Pickens and Buddy 
Lester heading stage bill is holding | 
nicely with $48,000 or close at 
Strand. Combo held up well the 
last half of the first round to hit 
$55,000, much better than expected. 

Roxy also is showing stamina in 
initial holdover frame with ‘‘Where 
Sidewalk Ends” plus iceshow and 
Vivian Blaine, Will Mahoney top- 
ping stageshow. It is landing fancy 
$62,500 in six days while first week 
went over expectancy with fine 
$78,000. Week is being trimmed 
one day with house closing Thurs- 
day in order to give special preem | 
tomorrow night to “Broken Arrow” 
plus new icesgow and Andrews 
Sisters. 

“Annie Get Your Gun" is show- 


ing sustained strength with around * 


$18,000 for ninth round at State, 
about same as in eighth session. 
“Destination Moon” continues 
strong at $23,000 for third week 
ended Monday (17) at Mayfair. 
Estimates for This Week _ 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 60--$1.50) 
Shuttered for facelifting. Re- 
opens Aug. 2 with “Edge of Doom’ 





' (RKO). 


Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20- 
$2.40)-—“‘Red Shoes” 4EL) (91st wk). 
Holding okay with $5,500 or near, 
Continuesx| 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4.820; 55-$1.50)" 
—‘‘Crisis’’ (M-G) with Ralph Flana- 
gan orch, Thelma Carpenter head- 
ing stageshow (3d-final wk). Hold- 
ing only three extra days. Second 
week ended Sunday (16) night | 
slipped to $31,000 after okay $46.- | 
000 opener. “Duchess of Idaho” | 
(M-G) and stageshow headed by | 
Bert Wheeler, Toni Arden, Sonny | 
Dunham orch opens’ tomorrow 
(Thurs.). 

Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75) | 
—‘White Tower” ‘RKO) (3d-final | 
wk). 
this round after $8,500 last week. | 
“So Young, So Bad” (UA) slated to. 
open Saturday (22). 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20) 
—‘‘Mutiny on Bounty” (M-G) and. 
“Day at Races” (M-G) (reissues) (2d | 
wk). Holding in fine style at $19.- | 
000 after smash $25,000 opener. | 
Continues, naturally. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50-$1.20) 
—‘Destination Moon” (EL) (4th 
wk). Third week ended last Mon- | 
day (17) night slipped consider- 
ably but still very strong at $23,000 
after big $32,000 for second. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1.20)— | 
“Good Humor Man” (Col) with | 
vaude. Doing better than previous | 
week, with fine $20,000 in sight. | 
Last week, “This Side of Law” 
(WB) and ‘vaude, $17,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55- 
$1.50)—‘‘711 Ocean Drive” (Col) | 
with Louis Jordan Tympany Five, 
Fontane Sisters, Rudy Cardenas, 
Bob Chester orch. Opens today 
(Wed.). Last week, “Eagle and 
Hawk” (Par) with Peggy Lee, 
Herbie Fields rch (2d wk), okay | 
$47,000. First week was fair $56,000. 

Park Avenue (U) (583: 90-$1.50) 
—‘Rocking Horse Winner” (U) 
(6th wk). Present round endin 





after $4,500 last week. Continu 
Radio City Music Hall (Rocké- 
fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40) — “Next | 


g | 
| today (Wed.) looks good rinuegy week (Lip). 


| Voice You Hear” (M-G) with an-| “Duchess of Idaho” 
| “State Penitentiary’ 


nual Independence Day stageshow 
(3d-final wk). Down to $115,000} 
this stanza, after fine $134,000 last | 
week. “The Men” (UA) and new 
stageshow open tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-98) — 
“Gypsy Wildcat” (U) and “Lady 
Cheyenne” (U) (reissues!. Opened 
yesterday (Tues.). In ahead, “Sus- 


pense” (Indie) and “Mutiny in 


'“Rocketship 


Looks to stay to about $6,000 , 9 


Arctic” (Indie) (reissues), mild 
$4,800. 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092: 90-$1.25) 
—‘‘If This Be Sin” (UA) (3d wk). 
Getting light $8,000 or more this 
round, while last week was $9.000. 
“Ellen” (UA) is in next, anid prob- 
ably will open this week. 

Roxy (20th) (5.886: 80-$1.74) — 


“Where Sidewalk Ends” (20th) 
| with iceshow and Vivian Blaine. 
Will Mahoney onstage (2d-final 
wk). Doing all right in six-dav 


week with $62,500. after fine $78.- 
000 in first week. over hopes. 
“Broken. Arrow” (20th) with ice- 
show and Andrews Sisters onstage 
opens tomorrow (Thurs.) night 
with special preem. House shut- 
tered earlier in day to prepare for 
launching. 

State (Loew’s (3,450: 55-$1.50)— 
“Annie Get Gun” (M-G) (10th wk). 
Ninth session ended _ vesterday 
(Tues.) holding in fine stvle near 
$18,000. Very profitable after $18,- 
200 in previous week. Stays on. 


Strand (WB) (2,776: 55-$2)— 
“Flame and Arrow” (WB) and Jane 
Pickens, Buddy Lester heading 


stageshow (2d wk). - Holding very 
nicely with $48,000 after big $55.- 
000 opener, way over hopes. Stays 
a third round. 


Sutton (R&B) 561: 90-$1.50)— 
“Winslow Boy” (EL). (7th wk). 
Sixth session ended Monday (17) 
was $8,800, after fine $9,500 last 
week. Stays on. 

Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) (453; 


74-$1.50)—‘*‘Kind Hearts, Coronets” 
(EL) (6th wk). Held solidly with 
$10,500 in fifth week ended last 


night (Tues.). Fourth stanza was 
$10,800. Continues. 
Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 


$1.50)—"Third Man” (SRO) (24th 


wk). Looks about $6,000, okay for 
length of run, after $7,000 last 
stanza. Stays on, with “Our Very 


Own” (RKO) opening July 26. 





3 Suns Boost ‘Skipper’ 
Sturdy $26,000 in Buff; 
‘Winchester’ Fine 12G 


Buffalo, July 18. 

Big news this week is the way 
Three Suns, topping stageshow, is 
pushing “Skipper Surprised Wife” 
to a big figure at Jhe Buffalo. “Win- 
chester ’73” also is doing nicely at 
Lafayette while ‘“Rocketship X-M” 
is fairly good at Paramount. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Loew's) (3.500; 40-70)— 
“Skipper Surprised His Wife” 
(M-G) and Three’ Suns onstage, 
Stage fare boosting to big $26,000. 
Last week; “Where Sidewalk Ends” 
(20th), oke $14,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3,000; 40-70)— 
X-M”" (Lip) and 
“Baron of Arizona” (Lip). Nice 
$13,000 or near. Last week. “Friend 
Irma West” (Par), solid $19,500 in 


days. 

Century (Par) (2,100; 40-70) — 
“Bright Leaf” (WB)! Oke $8,000 
or near. Last week. “Gunfighter” 
(20th) (2d wk), $7,000. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000: 40-70)— 
“Winchester ’73" (U) and “Golden 
Gloves Story” (EL). Nice $12.000. 
Last week, ““Peggy” (U) and “Side 
Show’”’ (Mono), $9,500. 


‘Duchess’ Hotsy $16,000, 
Indpls.; ‘Winchester’ 136 


Indianapolis, July 18. 
First-run biz is uneven here this 
stanza, with “Duchess of Idaho” at 





| Loew's furnishing the high spot. It 


likely will hold, with the summer's 
best gross. “Winchester '73" is 
drawing nicely at the Indiana but 
“White Tower,” at Circle, has not 


| caught on. 


Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800: 44- 
65)—“White Tower” (RKO) and 
“Armored Car Robbery (RKO). 
Tepid $6,500. Last week, “Love 
That Brute” (20th) and “Woman of 
Distinction” (Col), $8,000. 

Indiana (G-D) (3,300; 44-65)— 
“Winchester ’73” (U) and “Motor 
Nice $13,000. Last 
week, “Bright Leaf” (WB) and 
“It’s Small World” (EL), $9.000. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,427: 44-65)— 
(M-G) and 
(Col). Dazzling 


$1 6,000. Last week, “Father of 
Bridé” (M-G) (2d wk), dandy 
$11,000. 


Lyric (G-D) (1,600; 44-65'—“Tar- 
zan Slave Girl” (RKO) and “Dyna- 
mite Pass” (RKO). So-so $5,000. 
Last week, “Rocketship X-M” (Lip) 
- “Operation Haylift” (Lip), 

itto. 
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‘Annie’ London Standout, New 50 
High at $31,300; Iwo Jima Rugged 


$6,700, ‘Island’ 


London, July 18. 4 


Variable weather did not have 
any effect on the success of ‘Annie 
Get Your Gun” at Metro’s Empire 
in Leicester Square, where the first 
week ended with new highs this 
year at house, $31,300. “Annie” 
was one of five new West End bills 
but the majority of the others did 
little more than moderate business. 
However, “Treasure Island,” in its 
second week at the Leicester Square 
theatre, held very firmly with a 
handsome $14,500. “Odette” is still 
doing sturdy businéss at the Plaza, 
fifth week gross being $9,000. 

Republic’s “Sands of Iwo Jima” 
opened with a stout $6,700 at the 
Carlton, way ahead of previous 
grosses at this house. In most 
cases, dual bills continue to do 
good average business. 

All estimates are net, but don’t 
include admission tax. Admission 
prices listed are inclusive of tax. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Carlton (Par) (1,128; 65-$1.65)— 
“Sands of Iwo Jima” (Rep-BL). 
Took a sturdy $6,700 in its open- 
ing stanza, and holding firmly. 
Much better than recent biz here. 

Empire (M-G) (3,099; 50-$1.60)— 
*Annie Get Gun” (M-G) and stage- 


show. Broke house record for 
year with magnificent $31,300, 


which is only a little short of new 
high set on opening week of vaud- 
film policy last Christmas. Holds 
indef. 

Gaumont (CMA) (1,500; 45-$1.60) 
—‘'Bitter Springs’ (GFD). Ealing 
studios Australian-made outdoorer 
hit fair $8,100. Continues. 

Leicester Sq. Theatre (CMA) (1.- 
753: 45-$1.60)—‘“Treasure Island” 
(RKO) (2d wk). Still drawing big 
crowds with nifty $14,500. Holds. 

London Pavilion (UA) (1,217; 45- 
$1.60)—‘‘Montana” (WB) and “Em- 
braceable You” (WB). Neat $4,- 
800. Holds, with “Gun Crazy” 
(UA) slated to follow. 

New Gallery (CMA) (1,376; 45- 
$1.60)—“‘Three Husbands” (UA) 
and “Ellen” (UA). This house re- 
verts to first-run policy with strong 
double bill to gross $4,700 in initial 
week. Holds. 

Odeon, Leicester Square (CMA) 
(2.200; 45-$1.60)—‘“‘Winchester °73” 
(U) and “Peggy” (U). Disappoint- 
ed at $7,800 in first round but 
holds. 

Odeon, Marble Arch (CMA) (2.- 
200; 45-$1.60)—“Tony Draws a 
Horse” (GFD) (2d wk). Down to 
a moderate $5,500. Holds on. 

Plaza (Par) (1,902; 65-$1.60)— 
“Odette” (BL) (5th wk). Still in 


big money at $9,000. Holds indef. | 


Warner (WB) (1,735; 45-$1.60)— 
“Lady Takes Sailor’ (WB). Poor 
$4,800 or less. Holds for second 
round. 


‘Willie’ First Locarno 
Festival Crix Choice; 
‘Stage Fright’ Second 


Locarno, July 18. 

“When Willie Comes Marching 
Home” (20th) was chosen as the 
best film shown at the Fifth Lo- 
carno Film Festival, which ended 
July 9 in a poll conducted among 
critics present at the festival. Run- 
ners-up finisned in this order: 
“Stage Fright” (WB) “Domenica 
D’Agosto (Italian), and “We Were 





Strangers’ (Col). Spectator opin- | 


ion, however was about evenly 
divided between Italian and U. S. 
entries, with the former holding 
slight edge on strength of comedy 
appeal. Also the facc that Locarno 
lies in Italian-speaking section of 
Switzerland. No official prize jury 
was set up this year. 
Smoothly-run festival obviously 
suffered from the fact that Venice 
is rated this year’s major film 
drawing card. Some felt that Swiss 
exhibs and distribs, responsible for 
choice of films entered, made weak 
selections since they had better 
festival pix at their disposal. 
Near-capacity audiences attend- 
ed the showings every night, but 
generally lacked the international 
fiavor characteristic of previous 
festivals here and elsewhere. Star 
attendance was also on the thin 
side this year, with only Aldo 
Fabrizi and actor-director Gustav 
Froehlich providing name values. 








inie Get Your Gun” 
| with Evie Hayes, into Empire, Syd- 


Fancy 14456 in 2d 


French ‘Crusoe’ Started 
With Eye on TV Angle 


Paris, July 18. 

French version of the classic, 
“Robinson Crusoe,” is currently 
being filmed on the island of 
Guadalupe in the French West 
Indies. Star Film, a recently or- 
ganized firm, is producer. , 

Reportedly budgeted at $200,000, 
“Crusoe” stars George Marshall, 
and is directed by Jeff Musso. 
Star holds a television contract 
with Los Angeles Films which au- 
thorizes the latter to release the 
French version dubbed in English. 

TV pact provides that the film 
be serialized in three chapters of 
30 minutes each. However, the 
deal calls for a three-year post- 
ponement if Star can arrange a 
British co-production in English. 
Expected that the film will hit 
local video two years after it 1s 
screened theatrically. 


Ist Mexico TV 
Set for August 


Mexico City, July 11 

Video is skedded to make its offi- 
cial bow soon in Mexico. Nove- 
dades, local daily, has established 
television station XHTV-NOVE- 
DADES, channel four, atop the 13- 
story building housing the National 
Lottery. The antenna is claimed to 
be the first put up in Latin Amer- 
ica. Works are being tested. Nove- 
dades expects station to be able to 
start officially in August. 

Emilio Azcarraga, top radio sta- 
tion-cinema operator and frontline 
video promoter, seemingly has had 
his plans nipped for TV to top the 
20th birthday party of his radio sta- 
tion XEW here, which is Mexico’s 
pioneer broadcaster. Government 
has denied him a permit to set up 2 
450-foot high antenna, necessary 
for the show on Sept. 18. Govern- 
ment considers such a high antenna 
in the crowded XEW neighborhood 
a public safety hazard. 

Azcarraga, however, is advanc- 
ing plans to build three 2,500-seat 
video theatres here. 


‘NORWAY’ TEES OFF IN 
MELBOURNE, AUSSIE 


Melbourne, July 18. 


“Song of Norway” opened at His 
Majesty’s here, July 15, for Wil- 
limson-Tait, with Charles Dorning, 
Doreen Ansell, Robert Bernard, 
Marjorie Cook and Hendrick De- 
Boer in the leads. 

W-T wiil bring revival of “An- 
(3rd year), 











ney, for a fresh run. “Harvey,” 
i|with Joe E. Brown, continues at 
the Comedy here, with “Oklaho- 
ma” winding up a lush run at the 
Royal, Sydney, to be followed by 
“Streetcar Named Desire.” 


Probe 60 Brit. Exhibs 
| For Defaulting Quota 


London, July 18. 


Board of Trade is contemplating 
a record number of exhibitor 
prosecutions arising out of their 
default of the 45% quota. Some 
60 cases are now being investi- 
gated with many others scheduled 
for probing within the next few 
months. 


Almost 2,000 theatres have been 
granted either partial relief or 


total exemption for the current 
40°° quota year. 








Berg Quits WB in Brazil 
Fritz Berg, Warner’ general 


manager in Brazil, has resigned, ac- | 
cording to Wolfe Cohen, prez of | 


Warner Bros. International. 


Replacing Berg is Ary Lima who | 
will continue to hold down his | 
regular chores of supervising com- | 


pany offices in Argentina, Brazil, 
Chile, Paraguay and Uruguay. 


‘ROSE MARIE ON ICE’ 
IN LONDON NOT SO HOT 


London, July 18. 


“Rose Marie on Ice,” which 
opened last Thursday (13) at the 
‘vast Harringay Arena for a limited 





|eight weeks season, prior to trans- 


‘fer to U. S., is a lavish $150,000 
|production. It is spectacular and 
‘colorful, but a bit tedious. The 
| technique of adding dialog by off- 
stage artists slows up the pace. In 
lany event, the acoustics are un- 
/satisfactory and much of it is in- 
| audible. This production is based 
/on the Friml-Hammerstein operet- 
ta of two decades ago. 

This new Tom Arnold presenta- 
tion, which is directed by Gerald 
Palmer, is a triumph of staging 
and lighting. But it will need 
substantial modifications if it is to 
hold its own in America. Barbara 
Ann Scott, albeit a polished and 
graceful performer, is not wholly 
adequate in the title role. 





Brit. Lion Faces 


$1,000,000 Added 
Outlay on Prod. 


London, July 18. 

Although provision for film 
losses to the tune of $3,900,000 
was made im the previous year by 
British Lion Film Corp., the direc- 
tors believe that this was an under- 
estimate of the ultimate position 
and that a further $1,000,000 will 
need to be allocated before pro- 
duction is out of the red. Annual 
report for year ended March 31 
ast revealed that the directors an- 
ticipate productions made during 
the year have a reasonable chance 
of making a profit and are shown 
in the accounts at cost. 

Gross profit of the company on 
distribution totalled $1,327,000, 
but operating expenses and de- 
preciation absorbed over $700,000 
and interest on loans accounted 
for $378,000 Only $28,000 re- 
mains to be carried forward, 
which is being used to reduce the 
debit balance which now stands at 
$3.245,000. 

The directors have evolved a 
new principle of accounting for 
production and the method now 
operative is that the producer's 
share of receipts must be applied 


duction. 
shown as profit 
At the annual meeting to be 


a resolution to increase the capi- 
tal of the firm- by $420,000 to 
$3,081,000. British Lion Studio 
Co., shows a profit of $120,000 for 
the year and the board is paying 
15° divvy on common stock. 





TV for Scotland in 1951 
‘Glasgow, July 11. 
Scotland's first TV _ station, at 
Kirk o’ Shotts, Lanarkshire, will 
be opened sometime in 1951. 
This promise was given by Ness 
Edwards, postmaster-general, in a 


letter to Hector Hughes, M.-P. for 
North Aberdeen. 








Current London Shows 


(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, July 18. 
“Ace of Clubs,” Cambridge (2), 
“Background,” Westminster (9), 
“Beau Strategem,” Lyric (64). 
“Brigadoon,” His Majesty’s (66). 
“Carousel,” Drury Lane (6). 
“Castle in Air,” Savoy (32). 
“Cocktail Party,’”’ New (11). 
“Dish Ran Away,” Whitehall (3). 
“Eliz Slept Here,” Strand (38). 
“Fallen Angels,” Ambass. (32). 
“Folies Bergere,” Hipp. (41). 
“Golden City,” Adelphi (5). 
“Harvey,” Piccadilly (81). 
“Heiress,” Haymarket (77). 
“His Excellency,” Princess (8). 
“Holly and Ivy,’ Duchess (10). 
“Home at Seven,” Wyndham (19). 
“Ice-Capades,” Empress (8). 
“King Rhapsody,” Palace (44), 
| “Knights Madness,” Vic Pal. (18). 
“Latin Quarter,” Casino (18). 
“Mr. Gillie,” Garrick (19), 
“Oklahoma,” Stoll (163). 
“Ring Round Moon,” Globe (25). 
“Seagulls Sorrento,” Apollo (5). 
“Streetcar,” Aldwych (41), 
“Touch & Go,” Wales (9). 





j 
} 


“Treasure Hunt,” St. Mart. (44). 
| “Venus Observed,” St. J'ms (26). 
| “Way Things Go,” Phoenix (20). 
| “Worm’s View,” Comedy (169), 


to covering the full cost of pro-| 
Any surplus realized is | 


held Aug. 2, the board will move | 


“Traveller’s Joy,” Crit’rion (110). | 


Fullers Merge Film Holdings With — 
Hoyts Circuit; Now Build Legit Chain 





Anderson, Stern Sock 
In S. American ‘Tours 


Rio de Janeiro, July 11. 
Marian Anderson, in her first 
'South American tour in 12 years, 
is doing standout biz. The noted 





/contralto is here after a month’s | 


itour of Europe, which comprised 
12 concerts in as many major 
cities, ending at Genoa June 20. 
She arrived in Brazil, July 5, for 
three Rio concerts sold out long 
in advance, on July 6, 8 and 11. 
She’s doing 28 cencerts in all in 
South America, giving four in $ao 
Paulo, eight in Buenos Aires, and 
appearing in Montevideo, Bahia, 
Recife and Belo Horizonte, before 
i windup in B.A. Sept. 10. 

She will return to the U. S. fora 
vacation in October, do a few con- 
cents, and start her heavy Ameri- 
can touring in January. Sol Hurok 
is booking. 

Another Hurok artist, Issaac 
Stern, is here for a series of con- 
certs that look SRO. The violinist 
appeared at Robin Hood Dell, 
Philadelphia, June 30, and flew 
promptly here, arriving in Rio 
July 3. He has 15 concerts lined 
up in South America from July, 3 
to Aug. 1. Then he flies back to 


the U. S. for a Lewisohn Stadium, | 


N. Y., appearanee Aug. 10. 





Aussie Stations 


Given TV Okay 


Sydney, July 11. 
The Robert Menzies’ government 
has given its okay to Aussie key 
commercial units to participate in 
the operation of television through- 


out Australia. Government spokes- | 


man said TV would be.an estab- 
lished fact here within the next 
three years. 

The Ben Chifley Labor govern- 
ment previously had put up the 
red light on commercials for video. 


All Aussie key commercials have | 


agreed to throw in their full re- 
sources in aiding the government 
to boost TV here within the alloted 
i'time. It is still unknown where 
|technical equipment will be pur- 
_ chased, England, U. S. and Holland 
}all have in quotations covering 
| equipment 

| Sir Ernest Fisk. head of Musical 
‘and Electrical Industries (Lon- 
/don), recently spent a lengthy con- 
fab with government representa- 
|tives on tele. It also is reported 
that the government may make 
dollars available for the importa- 


quicker getaway on video opera- 
tion. 


LOPERT IN ROME FOR 
NEW PRODUCT DEALS 


Rome, July 11. 
Ilya Lopert. head 
Films of N. Y., has arrived here to 
confer with his associate, Rudy 
Solmsen, and also huddle with Ro 
berto Rossellini, with whom he was 
once partnered. Lopert still holds 
U._S. distribution rights to Ros- 
sellini’s 1948 production, ‘Machine 
That Kills Evil People.” Never re- 
leased before, picture is now slated 
for a New York preem in October. 
Before coming to Rome, Lopert 
attended a special screening in 
Paris of the Italian-made ‘“‘Women 
| Without Names.” French Cancer 
| Fund sponsored the showing. Star- 
ring Simone Simon and Valentina 
| Cortese, the film was financed by 
| Lopert, Robert Haggiag, Robert 
| Dowling, and Robert Goelet, Sr. 
|During his local stay, Lopert also 
, will scrutinize fresh product. 


| Martha Graham Forced 


| To Cancel London Preem 


London, July 18. 

Dancer Martha Graham, sched- 
uled to open at the Piccadilly yes- 
_terday (Monday), was forced to 
'eancel the performance because of 
_a serious leg injury. 
| Incident may likely cause her to 
abandon her entire season. Mean- 
while, a final decision depends 
/upon her medico’s report tonight 
| (Tues.). 

















tion of U. S. material to permit | 


of Lopert | 


+ By ERIC GORRICK 


Sydney, July 18. 

The Fullers merged their cinena 
interests with the powerful Hoys 
_circuit this week. Deal has ben 
| on the fire for a longtime. Fulles 
| will now devote efforts to the legt 
field. Deal was finalized by Ernet 
Turnbull, Hoyts’ chief, and Sir Ba 
Fuller. 


Hoyts will take over tenancy ol 
the Mayfair, 1,280-seater, here 
Planned to form a new company 
later for the erection of a 10-story 
office building and shopping block 
above this theatre. Hoyts have hat 
the house on lease from the Fullers 
Liberty, in Adelaide, goes to news: 
reel policy. The other top Fulle: 
house, the Strand, in Newcastle, 
comes under General Theatres, 
Strand, a 1,229-seat house, has bee 
a Paramount showwindow there fe 
a long time. 

The Fullers haveg been quiety 
disposing of their other cinena 
holdings for some time past. Sr 
Ben Fuller informed VARIETY quie 
a while ago that it was his inte- 
tion to build up a major legit ci- 
cuit again. Fullers, by arrangt- 
ment with Hoyts, will continue 
operate the Palace here with legit 
Current show is “Two Mrs. Ca- 
rols,” with Elisabeth Bergne. 
Fullers also have “One Wild Oat” 
at the King’s, Melbourne, and will 
bring in other top shows to tte 
Princess there. 

Sold Out in N. Zealand Years Ago 


Many years ago the Fullers sod 
out their entire New Zealand holi- 
ings at a record high price to tke 
Robert Kerridge loop, deciding ‘o 
concentrate solely on the Ausse 
mainland. 

Hoyts, opposition to Greater 
Union, controls about 150 cinemas 
in Aussie. 20th-Fox holds a major 
stake in the company. Understood 
that GU also has plans for loop ex- 
pansion Down Under. Rydge, at 
present in London for huddles with 
Rank, is due back here soon. Rydge 
denied before leaving on the Lon- 
don trip that he would dicker with 
J. Arthur Rank for a buy back of 
Rank’s big interest in the GU cir- 
cuit. 

Both Hoyts and.GU are known 
to be concerned at the inroads al- 
ready being made by Metro in get- 
ting additional theatres in Aussie. 
| Metro already operates around 0 
houses in this area. 


Film Manpower Needed 
To Offset Competition, 
Blumberg Tells British 


Manchester, Eng., July 18. 

Universal head N. J. Blume 
berg, reportedly the first prez of 
an American major film compaiy 
‘to mix with British provincal 
showmen and distribution persa- 
nel in the field in 25 years, hud- 
dled here over the weekend wih 
industryites from Liverpool, Leels 
and Manchester. 

Blumberg, in addressing tie 
conclave, stressed the importame 
|of manpower to the film busines. 
Greater effort on the part of 
every person within the industy 
throughout the world, *he addéd, 
will be required in order to met 
competition from other industres 
as well as other branches of tie 
amusement field. 

Before going to Manchestrr, 
Blumberg was cited by J. Arthit 
Rank and John Davis at a La- 
don luncheon for the contributin 
he’s made to strengthen and in- 
prove Anglo-American film rea- 
tions. In turn, the Universal chef 
| praised the Rank Organization’s :s- 
| sistance to his own firm, whch 
| helped U to move into the blak 
| this year. 

















Blumberg, Daff at Paris Mee 
Paris, July 18 

| Following a meet of Univeral 
| territorial managers here, N. J. 
| Blumberg, company prez, and Al 
Daff, foreign chief, are returnng 
to N. Y. Due to the biz recessbn, 
the general tone displayed by sdes 
execs at the session was to met 
|exhibitors halfway rather tian 
spurn playdates entirely. 


| 
' 





Redgrave to Lecture in U. S 


Amsterdam, July 11 
British actor Michael Redgrzvé 
will lecture in U. S. under auspices 
/of National Arts Foundation next 
‘year. 


} 
| 
| 
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3 ‘THIS MUST BE 
‘| A GREAT PICTURE! 


4 “Picture of the Month. It will stir your heart. You must 





a | See it and experience it for yourself.” 
at —Louella Parsons in Cosmopolitan Magazine 
. “Picture of the Week.” 


—Look Magazine 


: “A tonic for the spirit, truly inspirational entertainment.” 


e, —Hedda Hopper 
i “A hit.” 
— Walter Winchell 


iz “The smart talk is that it will wind up with plenty of- 


» , cash and comment.” . 

bor — Billy Rose 

aa New York’s Mayor William O’Dwyer said on a recent 
t broadcast: “I was deeply impressed with it. A mar- 
: velous job.” : 

i “Definitely an Academy Award contender.” 

vm —Sheilah Graham, nationally syndicated columnist 

7 “The year’s most provocative picture. An unforgettable 


way to learn the real meaning of love.” 
—J. Fred Henry, Publisher of Screenland 
“A fine film.” 





sh —McCall’s Magazine 
" “Special merit award. Proves movies are better than ever.” 
al — Parents’ Magazine 
" “Picture of the Month.” 
is — Seventeen Magazine 
: “It will tug at the heartstrings of thousands.” 
. | — Bill Leonard (CBS) 
' “Picture of the Month.” | 
* —Redbook Magazine 
t “One of the most inspired to come out of Hollywood in 
<a a decade or more.” 
ef —Louis Sobol, nationally syndicated columnist 
: “One of Hollywood’s most discussed pictures.” 
—Good Housekeeping 
- | 
ee. They are talking about “THE NEXT VOICE YOU HEAR...” 
et , M-G-M’s remarkable picture shortly to make its bow to the 


nation following a brilliant World Premiere at Radio City Music 
; Hall. Watch for announcement or consult your M-G-M Branch 
ae | | about the 60 “PRESTIGE PERFORMANCE TRADE SHOWS,” i 
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Nabes’ Free Parking, Baby-Sitting 
Too Tough for Mpls. First-Runs 


Minneapolis. July 18. 

If downtown firstruns are to 
eompete successfully with neigh- 
borhood and suburban houses 
charging lower “admissions and 
offering free parking facilities or 
baby-sitting, these loop theatres 
may have to offer free parking. 
too. as well as the baby-sitting 
service that Loew theatres are con- 
sidering. 

That's the opinion of operators 
of local firstruns now in an alarm- 
ing boxoffice decline, with grosses 
much worse off than those of nabes 
suburbans, 
felt now that the latter 
houses. with their much earlier 
clearance than before the consent 
decree, have too much of an ad- 
vantage over the loop firstruns, this 
being especially true at a time 
when family amusement budgets 
are being pared. The belief is that, 
counting in high parking or street- 
car transportation and baby-sitting 
costs. downtown firstrun film going 
has become too expensive for too 
many people. Sureetcar fares, not 
so long ago 7c, are being boosted 
to 15c this month. Parking fees 
have jumped to 50c and higher. 
Also. parking facilities are some- 


and 


It's 


times inadequate. 
Harry B. French, Minnesota 
Amusement Co. ‘Paramount Clr- 


cuit) president, feels that there is 
much merit to the proposal to 
provide baby-sitting service for 


prospective patrons, and says he 
has the matter under considera- 
tion. The problem, he points out, 
is to work out a practicable, eco- 
nomic plan. 


P.0. Ups Rates on Comic 
Books That Plug Film, 
Radio, TY Stars as Adv. 


Washington, July 18. 


Comic books used in part to ad- 
vertise a screen hero or some 
fictitious biggies are actually adver- 
tising and aren’t entitled to the 
second class mail rate, according 
to a recent ruling by the Post Of- 
fice Dept. 

Within the past few months sec- 
eral new comic books have been 
nixed for the second class rate and 
forced to use the more expensive 
parcel post rate. Post Office thinks 
the cost might jump “four or five 
times” to ship the comic books 
Jabeled as advertising. One con- 
tract made by a comic book pub- 
lisher requires him to devote a 
peve of each magazine to a plug 
of the hero’s current film. “That’s 
pretty obvious advertising,” said a 
postal spokesman. 

Falling into the category of ad- 
vertising would be some of the 
books plugging radio, video and 
film heroes. 


| Theatre TV 


Continued from page 4 


at $25.000. Skiatron Corp. is also 
working on a unit, which will uti- 
lize its carbon are light source for 
projection and thus may be priced 
under the other two. It’s pointed 
out, though, that competition in 
any business has forced down 
prices, and thus exhibitors are 
hoping that 
Jarge-screen units can be brought 
within reach of the average theatre 
operator. 

General Precision reportedly is 
working on both a simultaneous 
projection model, similar to that 
produced by RCA, and the inter- 
mediate film method used by Para- 
mount. DuMont, on the othér 
hand, is experimenting with a di- 
rect-view system. According to 
Dr. Allen B. DuMont, head of the 
DuMont Laboratories, “If you want 
decent theatre television, only a 
direct-view tube can furnish the 
brightness and clear picture _re- 
quired.” DuMont is offering a 30- 
inch direct view receiver, believed 
the largest ever produced, in its 
new line of home sets, so that its 
theatre TV unit would be a natural 
outgrowth of its success with large 
tubes. 

While both the Par and RCA 
systems can provide a full 18x24- 
foot picture, it’s believed DuMont’s 
System will be confined to one 
10x12 feet. since it will utilize no 
enlarging method. 
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U.S. Newsreels Now Most 
Diverse Since World War 


UL. S. filmgoers are now getting 
more extensive, diverse newsreel 
coverage of the national and ixater- 
national scene than at any time 
since the end of World War IL. 
That's the essence of an analysis 
of newsreel content made by the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America 
for the first six months of 1950. 

Survey shows that the industry's 
five reels during this period cov- 
ered a total of 1.956 different 
topics at home and abroad, which 
represents an increase of 131 items 
over the comparable 1949 semes- 
ter Topical breakdown of the 
1950 contents reveals that nearly 
26° of all newsreel clips dealt ex- 
clusively with foreign affairs, per- 
sonalities and events. 

Another 20°% concerned subjects 
which involved both the U. S. and 
one or more foreign countries. 
MPAA’s study noted that nearly 
one out of every two newsreel 
topics screened in American the- 
atres so far this year related to 
aspects on international or for- 
eign activities. Domestically, news 
of government, national defense. 
United Nations, etc., accounted for 
the bulk of footage. 














| 

| — Unplayed Plx 

_—_——— Continued from page 7 Qo 
tures licensed by the partictlar 


agreement’ Thus, Myers dectared, 
the onivy way exhibs can play pic- 
tures out of their order of release 
is to have a special clause to that 
effect inserted in their contracts. 

“The best and: surest remedy,” 
Myers said, “is for an exhibitor 
having unplayed pictures under 
contract, and desiring a later re- 
lease for exhibition before he 
catches up under his contracts, to 
have his playdates written into the 
license agreement. For example, 
he might insist on writing into the 
‘Annie’ the following: 
‘Print for this picture shall be de- 
livered not later than ‘a certain 
date), other provisions of the 
agreement notwithstanding’.” 

Myers conceded that his opinion 
would bring little comfort to ex- 
hibs who had already inked for 
“Annie.” He advised them to ap- 
peal to Metro to make an excep- 
tion for the film, on the grounds 
that both M-G and the exhib would 
benefit by having the picture 
played off while it is “hot."’ Metro 
and its customers, he said, “‘should 
cash in on it right now, thereby 
capitalizing on the national adver- 
tising campaign. With the summer 
slump added to our present diffi- 
culties, a little later may be too 
late to realize on the full poten- 
tiality of thic picture.” 








Indies Favored 


Continued from page 5 
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Command Allied Powers ‘Genera! 
MacArthur's headquarters). They 
control the dollar availability in 
Tokyo. 

Indie producers who have al- 
ready received import licenses are 
Samuel Goldwyn, six; Walt Disney. 
two ‘plus 24 shorts), and Sol Les- 
ser, four. In addition, David O. 
Selznick and Edward Small are ex- 
pected to win approval for four 
each. Other indies are sure to 
follow with requests. 

Deal okayed by MPEA last week 
permits importation of 78 features. 
78 shorts and 39 newsreels from 
July 1, 50 «when the previous pact 
expired), to March 31, 51. Of the 
$1,500,000 in frozen ven currency 
which the organization is avthor- 
ized to convert, $1,250,000 will ap- 
ply toward proportionate share of 
production cost of the pix for the 
Jap territory and the balance will 
cover physical cos{s of prints and 
shipping. 

Previous deal gave MPEA §1.- 
600.000 for 12 months, and there 
were 10 companies participating as 
against nine in the new agreement. 
United Artists has withdrawn. That 
leaves seven majors plus Mono- 


.gtam-Allied Artists and Republic. , 


New 20th Style in Preems 
With ‘Arrow’ Roxy Bow 


Capping its ballyhoo campaign 
in the New Yora metropolitan area 
on “Broken Arrow,” 20th-Fox has 
scheduled a new departure in the 
“world preem” formula for the 
film’s opening tomorrow night 
‘Thurs.) at the Roxy. Instead of 
holding the screening for a special- 
ly-invited audience, the company 
will throw open the Roxy doors to 
all comers at no advance in box- 
office scales, hoping thereby to 
capitalize on both a full house to- 


morrow night and on resultant 
word-of-mouth. 
Company, meanwhile, staged a 


fullscale campaign in Louisville 
during the last several weeks for 
the opening in that city tonight 
Wed.) of “Stella.” Victor Mature, 
costar in the film with Ann Sheri- 
dan, has been making a series of 
personals in the city since Monday 
17', and the 20th tub-thumpers 
have arranged a tie-in with the 
Kentucky Homecoming celebration. 


$10 Opening Night Tix For 
Hosp Benefit Sparks Two 
Preem Goldwyn Campaign 


Samuel Goldwyn plans a hypoed 
promotional campaign for the 
Broadway premieres of “Our Very 
Own” and “Edge of Doom.” 

Goldwyn will start the N. Y. runs 
wjth benefit premieres. Proceeds 
of both opening nights (at $10 top 
each) — “Our Very Own” at the 
Victoria, July 26, and “Edge of 
Doom” at the Astor, Aug. 2—will 
be donated to the N. Y. Foundling 
Hospital. 

Permission has been received to 
place on every lamp post in the 
Times Square area, 24 hours 
before each opening, big directional 
arrows reading: “This Way to 
Goldwyn Square and N. Y. Found- 
ling Hospital Premiere,” naming 
both films. U. S. Marine Corps and 
the U. S. Army placed similar 
arrows atop the two recruiting 
booths in Times Square. This is 
the first time either service has 
allowed a film company to use 
these facilities for advertising. 

Police Dept. gave permission to 
install in 10,000 taxicabs stickers 
telling about each premiere and 
emphasizing the legend: “Take this 
cab to Goldwyn Square.” 

Three weeks before 
3.000 newsstands will carry posters 
advertising “Edge of Doom,” in 
connection with the release of the 
pocket-size edition of the Leo 
Brady book. One week prior to 
the premiere of “Our Very Own,” 
100 merchants of the Fifth Avenue, 
Madison Avenue and Midtown-34th 
Street Assn. will place in their 
windows specially-designed posters 
advertising the two Foundling 
Hospital benefits. On the eve of 
the “Our Very Own” premiere. 90 
additional midtown stores. will 
install special windows tying in 
directly with specific merchandise 
in each store. 
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Arg. Asks 
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by taking advantage of a quirk in 
federal law here, has imported the 
first new U. S. product to come 
into Argentina since March, 1949. 
The pix. opening tomorrow at 
Lococo Theatres’ Opera and Nor- 
mandie, are “Big Wheel” and “Out- 
post in Morocco.” 

LCA has been permitted to bring 
in 17 pix under an individual deal 
by which it increases its capital 
structure. Other companies have 
been familiar with this method of 
breaking the import ban, but have 
refrained because of liabilities in- 
volved. 

Argentine stance on the theatre- 
buving ban it has asked is that 
granting the U. S. companies such 
a privilege would only serve to bid 
up prices. They say they have no 
objection to the Yanks’ building 
houses. However, the existing sup- 
ply of theatres is low and U. S. 
companies with a large stock of 
frozen coin on hand could outbid 
localites. 

On keeping out non-l. S. pro- 
duced pix, B.A. execs explain this 
is to avoid allowing foreign coun- 
tries with which Argentine has no 
film agreements getting around 
that fact by channeling product 


through American firms. For in- 
Stance, they don’t want Metro. 
which is distributing “Bicycle 


Thief” in Latin America, to bring 
it in and thus permit Italy to evade 
controls, 


. 
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Gunfire 

oater it gets by with a lot more talk 
than would be acceptable in a 
straight ridin’-shootin’ subject. but 
Berke’s direction and production 
compensate by better character de- 
velopment. Ernest W. Miller's 
lensing is a strong credit. Brog. 


Snow Dog 
Hollywood, July 12. 
Monogram release of Lindsley Parsons 
preduction. Stars Kirby Grant; features 
Elena Verdugo, Rick Vallin. Milburn 
Stone, Richard Karlan. Directed by Frank 
McDonald. Screenplay, Bill Raynor; sug- 
gested by James Oliver Curwood’s ‘‘Ten- 
tacles of the North”; camera, William 





Sickner; editor, Ace Herman. Previewed 
July 12, ’50. Running time, 63 MINS. 
Sen ae Kirby Grant 
DD. + cee newebnees. wegen Elena Verdugo 
ia ien<kedbwasbenanenes Rick Valin 
Sly MEROMNENE . sc cccvsonns Milburn Stone 
DT, <unahs sodeueeaees . Richard Karlan 
ee POOP . o ccdecwtcoess Jane Adrian 
AMEE ... ccc cccceseccecd: Hal Gerard 
PREPS . 6 occ cccvcscvccs Richard Avonde 
DE. »6 6040006 Queene eee ; Duke York 
tise ccc vce cece cessecs Guy Zanette 
Family trade and the kiddies 


will find “Snow Dog” an okay pro- 
grammer. A tale of skullduggery 
in the north woods, with a dog and 
a Mountie as heroes, it plays at a 
suitable pace to answer demands in 
secondary bookings. 

Kirby Grant and his canine, 
Chinook, go on the prowl for a 
snow-white killer wolf that is 
bringing down trappers who dare 
to venture into a certain section 
of the big woods. Grant suspects 
a human is directing the killings, 
and after brushing aside native 
superstition, he puts enough clues 
tegether to tie the murders into a 
plot to steal a valuable pitch-blend 
mine that had been discovered by 
the wolf's first victim. 

Kirby makes a satisfactory hero 
and Chinook contributes his full 
share as an essential part of the 
script by Bill Raynor. Dog’s role 
is pointed up by fact he is a double 
for the killer and suspected by the 
superstitious natives. Elena Ver- 


“dugo and Rick Vallin, sister and 


brother, help the heroes run down 
their man, who is Milburn Stone, 
| disguising his dirty work as a kind- 
| ly north woods doctor. Others are 
okay. 
Frank McDonald's direction hits 
a nice stride during the 63 minutes’ 
running time and Lindsley Parsons’ 
production achieves good values on 
‘a small budget. Lensing, editing 
and other technical credits are 
standard. Brog. 





Marshal of Heldorade 


_ Lippert release of Ron Ormond produc- 
tion. Stars Jimmy Ellison, Russ Hayden: 
features Fuzzy Knight, Raymond Hatton 
Directed by Thomas Carr. Screenplay. 
Ormond and Maurice Tombragel: camera. 
Ernest Miller; editor, Hugh Winn. At 
New York theatre, N. Y., 


i c July 11, ‘30 
Running time, 54 MINS. 
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A modest oater, ‘Marshal of 
Heldorado” won't churn up much 
reaction from action fans one way 
or another. This Jimmy Ellison- 
Russ Hayden starrer is one of those 
run-of-the-mill outdoor sagas. 
Writers Ron Ormond (also produc- 
er) and Maurice Tombragel warmed 
up the old chestnut about the 
frontier town where banditry was 
so prevalent that no one would 
accept the office of sheriff. Mayor 
Fuzzy Knight, however, cons Hay- 
den into assuming the badge. With 
the aid of marshal Ellison ‘dis- 
guised as a tenderfoot), he restores 
law and order. 

Of some help is the fact that 
Hayden and Ellison don’t take their 
roles too seriously. They mix levity 
with gunplay and fistic brushes 
and turn in fair performances. 
Knight plays the mayor with a 
tongue-in-check _ interpretation, 
while Raymond Hatton is believ- 
able as a bank president. Support- 
ing cast is adequate. Thomas Carr's 


direction is standard, as is the 
camerawork of Ernest Miller. 
Gilb. 





Death of a Dream 
(DOCUMENTARY) 


Eagh Lion Classics release of United 
World Films production. Presented by 
Embassy Productions. Written and nar- 
rated by Quentin Reynolds. Screen treat- 
ment, Carl Pugh; editor, Edward Bartsch: 
musical arrangement, Jack Shaindlin. 
Previewed N. Y., July 13, °50. Running 
time, 48 MINS, 


International incidents of the 
past that have crystallized into the 
Korean war are dramatically re- 
wtewed in “Death of a Dream.” 


. ae 
Film Reviews | 
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Timely 48-minute documentary 
sifts highspé@ts of newsre*l ciips 
to recall these world events, and a 
fine script and narration by Quen- 
tin Reynolds serve to heighten 
their significance. Present global 
situation assures wide public in- 
terest in this entry. 

In tracing the methods of ag- 
gressors — German, Japanese and 
now Russian—the film chronologi- 
cally probes the pages of history 
dating from the birth of Sun Yat 
Sen's Chinese Republic to the exist- 
ing Communist drive in the Orient. 
Its general tomes carry an ad- 
monishment that the U. S. and the 
United Nations must hold a firm 
line against the challengers of 
democracy. 

Such-familiar mewsreel scenes as 
Hitler’s march into the Rhineland. 
battle incidents of World War I 
and II, the Communist conquest 
of China, among others, have been 
well edited by Edward Bartsch to 
illustrate the point of Reynold's 
narration. By themselves, the 
celluloid sequences have a musty 
quality. However, the interpreta- 
tive script is all that’s necessary to 
add a lustre -to the vault material. 

The “Dream,” as used in the pic- 
ture’s title, refers to the dream of 
free men for “peace, democracy 
and security.” Twice before, Rey- 
nolds says, free men refused to 
look at reality and again are faced 
with a would-be world aggressor. 
Though the film ends. rather 
abruptly, it ends also on an obvious 
note that we should rise up and 
eliminate the menace without de- 
lay. Withal, “Death of a Dream” 
should do well in newsreel houses 
and as a secondary feature in reg- 
ular outlets, Gilb. 


War Looks 
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expected that VHCS execs will op- 
pose that kind of setup inasmuch 
as it would like to operate as a 
separate entity with its own fund- 
raising apparatus. VHCS has 
been hard-pressed for funds since 
the World War II United Service 
Organizations was dissolved and 
would much prefer a structure 
that wouldn’t be dependent on an- 
other group. ASAF is the peace- 
time equivalent of USO having as 
its member-agencies the Young 
Men’s and Young Women’s Chris- 
tian Assn., Jewish Welfare Board, 














National Catholic Community 
Service and the Salvation Army. 
ASAF currently operates club- 


houses in a few overseas installa- 
tions. 

If the war crisis fails to deepen, 
or if an early termination is seen, 
then VHCS will most likely con- 
duct a separate campaign. How- 
ever. the current crisis wil! give 
the VHCS campaign a good peg 
for fund-raising activities. 

The President's Committee on 
Religion and Welfare in the Armed 
Forces is trying to reopen. former 
USO clubhouses on a local com- 
munity level. Campaign is being 
aided by a set of two-minute disks 
made by Horace Heidt for distri- 
bution to radio stations urging the 
restoration of off-post recreation 
facilities for servicemen. 


— Harmon-WAC 
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inated the activities of the indus- 
try in aiding the Government on 
production of treining and propa- 
ganda films, troop morale activities 
and the war bond drives. 





Hollywood Readying 
Hollywood, July 18. 

Film industry is waiting for 
word from Washington to reacti- 
vate its War Activities Commit- 
tee, an organization that did a job 
in World War II and will be ready 
to function again on short notice 
in case conditions in the Orient 
grow worse. The Motion Picture 
Industry Council, with which the 
various guilds are connected, 
would be the most likely medium 
for the reactivation of the Holly- 
wood end of WAC. 

Y. Frank Freeman, heading the 
producers’ group, is ready to_start 
the machine going again and there 
is no doubt that the guilds will 
step into line as they did before. 


Still functioning is the Holly- 
wood Coordinating Commiitee 
which contributed services, not 


only during the war, but afterward 
in hospitals and camps abroad. Its 
operations would coincide with 
those of the WAC in Hollywood. 
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Griffith Circuit Still a Monopoly, 
Asserts D. of J.; Only Two June Suits 


Washington, July 16. 

The successor corporations to the 
old Griffith theatre circuit are a 
blind to continue the monopoly or- 
dered broken up by the Supreme 
Court, the Government charged 
last weekend in a new brief filed 
with the federal court in Oklahoma 
City. 

Griffith has been broken into the 
Video Independent Theatres, Inc., 
and Theatre Enterprises, Inc., oper- 
ating a total of 247 theatres in 95 
southwestern towns, with 65 of 
the houses in non-competitive situ- 
ations, Government claimed. 

Anti-trust division brief said the 
new companies were still using 
their massive buying power with 
adverse effects upon smaller com- 
petitors. Brief added that there 
was no dissipation of the buying 
power through creation of the suc- 
cessor corporations. It further al- 
Jeged that competitive bidding did 
not provide sufficient solution for 
the problem and that some divesti- 
ture, plus injunctions against un- 
fair trade practices, were required. 

The specific intent to harm a 
competitor is immaterial, said the 
brief, so long as they were being 
hurt. 

June Didn't Bust Out 

Lawvers for the majors had a 
comparatively easy time of it dur- 
ing June when only two blanket 
anti-trust suits were filed against 
them. First action was that of 
James A. Christensen and the Ar- 
cade theatre in Salt Lake City fed- 
eral court, while the other was a 
proceeding filed in Philadelphia by 
several theatrical poster exchanges 

Christensen claims that the eight 
majors and United Paramount sub- 
sidiary entered into a conspiracy to 
restrain trade and commerce in the 
distribution and exhibition of films 
in Salt Lake City Poster outfits 
accused some 1@ distributors. pro- 
ducers and National Screen Service 
with “monopolizing’ poster and 
trailer business throughout the 
country. 


Par Eyelng 
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tied by Federal Communications 
Commission regulations from ac- 
quiring anv other TV holdings. It 
is thus the company’s plan, as indi- 
cated by prez Barney Balaban in 
his amnual report, to offer the 
shares to Par’s stockholders in ex- 
change for an equivalent quantity 
of Par’s own shares. This would 
be in line. also. with the company’s 
move in the past few years to re- 
cuee its stock outstanding by buy- 
ing wt up for its treasury. 

Balaban stated: “If circumstances 
should make it advisable to liqui- 
date our interest in DuMont, we 
shall probably do so by offering it 
to our stockholders in exchange for 
shares of our corporation on some 
basis bearing a relationship to the 
respective market value of each of 
the stocks.” 

Par’s interest in acquiring ABC 
or other radio-TV facilities would 
be to adjust for changes anticipat- 
ed in the industry as a result of 
tele. Thinking on the whole mat- 
ter may be changed, however. if 
the present war situation worsens. 
That would limit TV’s expansion 
and make for a corresponding im- 
prevement in the film biz. 


WB Huddles 
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L. Warner that the studto will 
keep on producing and releasing 
pictures the same as in the past 
and with the utmost confidence in 
the future. He added: “The only 
screens which will carry Warner 
productions will be the screens of 
the motion picture theatres the 
world over.” 

Warner announced a backlog of 
12 pictures and three in the last 
stages of production. with 16 
siated to start in the next few 
months and 10 more in prepara- 
tien. 

Norman Moray. WB short subject 
cmef. and Gordon Hollingshead. 
studio shorts head. have set up a 
program of 45 shorts for the com- 
ing season. Eighteen of the briefies 
will be in Technicolor and will be 
shot in various sectors of the 
world. Of the total number of 
shorts, 14 are twe-reelers and 31 
are one-reelera 





Ruby on 3-Week Eastern 
Plugging Tour for ‘Words’ 


Songwriter Harry Ruby planed 
from Hollywood to Washington last 
night ‘Tues.) to start a three-week 
tub-thumping tour through the east 
on Metro's “Three Little Words,” 
biofilm of Ruby and his late part- 
ner, Bert Kalmar. 

Cleffer will hit 10 eastern key 
cities during his tour, holding press 
interviews and appearing on radio 
and television shows Film is 
scheduled for national release in 
August 


“Russ Tarry | 
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the MPEA’s rights on three of the 
first 11 pix have expired and onls 
eight of these can now be de- 
livered. 

Maas just returned from Korea 
where he was huddling with gov- 
ernment and Economic Coopera- 
tion Administration officials there 
in an effort to reinstate MPEA re- 
leases in that area. Fresh film im- 
ports were halted there in Feb., 
1949. due to a dollar 
MPEA exec, who left Korea hours 
before the war began, said he felt 
that the discussions were ‘fruit- 
ful.’ but added that the matter is 
an academic one now 

140 Pix Into Korea 

Since. Korean operations began 
three years ago, Maas estimated 
that about 140 pictures had been 
released in that country. He also 
surmised that his organization has 
frozen earnings of around 250.- 
000.000 yuan ($70,000 U.S. orig- 
inally went into Korea at the re- 
quest of the U. S. Army, he said, 
and our policy there was to 
operate even if there wasn't a 
profit 


shortage 


Amplifying the recently 
tiated 


neZo- 
Japanese distribution 
Maas declared that while we are 
guaranteed dollar payment for a 
minimum of 78 features and shorts 
the Japanese government = and 
allied officials make no conversion 
guarantee in excess of that. amount 
Currently he estimated that the 
MPEA has some 2,400,000.000 ven 
frozen, which roughly amounts to 
around $6.000,000-$7,000.000 at the 
present rate of exchange 


pact 











| Supreme Court 
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claim that films should enjov the 
same freedom of speech as the 
press. New Orteans circuit court 
denied that assumption last week 
by affirming the action of district 
judge M. Neil Andrews of the 
Georgia federal court, who dis- 
missed a suit brought against the 


Atlanta censor board which had 
banned “Boundaries” in Atlanta 
Film is based on the story of a 


Negro family passing for white 

Chief Justice Joseph C. Hutche- 
son of the appeals court wrote 
im his opinion that RD-DR and FC 
had contended that the court 
should disregard previous juris- 
prudence on the grounds that. if 
given a chance, the Supreme Court 
would oyerrule the earlier de- 
cision. “And we should therefore 
give it the anticipatory coup de 
grace.” he said. He declared that 
the appellants’ arguments that the 
Supreme Court is prepared to ex- 
tend the 14th Amendment to in- 
clude films “fall far short of do- 
ing so.” 

Supreme Court bas heard only 
one similar case. That was in 
1915. when it refused to hold state 
censorship unconstitutional on the 
grounds that motion pictures did 
not represent “speech” but pure 
entertainment and so were not en- 
titied to the protection of the 
First Amendment. Judge Rosen- 
mans statf. with the backing of 
the entire film industry. has con- 
tended that the Supreme Court 
had reversed itself two vears ago 
in the Paramount antitrust case 
by asserting there is no doubt that 
the freedom of speech and press 
guaManteed it. the Constitution ap- 
; Plies to films. 








| Picture 4 Grosses 


SEATTLE 
‘Continued from page 11) 
Gloves” (EL) (2d wk). Good $6,000. 

Last week, nice $8,000, 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,650; 59-84) 
—Return of Frontiersman” (WB) 
and “This Side of Law” (WB). Mild 
$6,000, Last week, “Peggy” ‘U) 
and “Spy Hunt” (U), $8,000. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (850: 59- 
84)—"“‘Bicycle Thief’ (Indie). Fair 
$44,000. Last week, “Prince of 
Peace” (Indie), $4,200. 

Music Hall (Hamrick) (2.200; 59- 
84)—"‘Annie Get Gun” (M-G) and 
“Mystery Street” (M-G). Terrific 
$16,000. Last week, “Father of 
Bride’ ‘(M-G) and “Shadow on 
Wall” (M-G) (4th wk), big $7.800. 

Orpheum ‘Hamrick) (2,600; 59- 








84)—"*Winchester °73” (U). Sturdy 
$12,000 for Jimmy Stewart siarrer. 
Last week. “Bright Leaf’ (WB), 


(2d wk), $4,600 in 4 days 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 40-52- 
97)—"“‘Kiss for Corliss’ (UA) ‘2d 
run), plus Ray Gordon’s Amateurs 
in annual revue. Okay $5,500. Last 
week, “Big Hangover” (M-G) (2d 
run), plus vaude, $5,100. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3.039: 
59-84)—"‘White Tower” (RKO) and 
“State Penitentiary” (Col) (2d wk) 
Down Yo $7.000. Last week. fine 
$12,300 


‘Winchester’ Wham At 
$11,000 in Slow Mont’! 


Montreal, July 18 
New batch of entries here this 
week but not many pix are doing as 
well as expected. While “Gun- 
fighter” at Capitol is dull, ‘“Win- 
chester ‘73° at Imperial looms 
socko 
Estimates for This Week 
Palace ‘C.T.) (2,625; 34-60 
“Irma Goes West” (Par). Okay $14.- 
000. Last week, “Skipper Surprised 
His Wife” (M-G), poor $8,000 
Capitol ‘C.T.) (2,412: 34-60) 
“Gunfighter” (20th). Dull $10.000 





Last week. “Father Is Bachelor” 
Col). $8.000 

Princess ‘C. T.) (2,131: 34-60) 
“Ticket Tomahawk” (20th). Fair 
$6.000. Last week, “Cargo Cape- 
town” ‘Col), $10,500. 

Loew's ‘C.T.) (2,855: 40-65)— 
“Bright Leaf’ (WB). Good $13,000 


Last week, “Father of Bride” (M-G) 
(4th wk}, okay $11,500. 
Imperial ‘C.T.) (1,839: 34-60)— 


“Winchester 73” (U) and “Armored 
Car Robbery” ‘(U). Sock $11.000 
Last week, “Kid From Texas” ‘U) 
and “Jiggs. Maggie Out West” ‘U), 


$5.000 

Orpheum (C.T.) (1,040; 34-60)— 
“Iroquois Trail” (UA) and “State 
Dept.” ‘UA). Trim $7,000. Last 


week, “In Navy” 
My Sarong” 
$4.500. 


‘U) and “Pardon 
U) (reissues) ‘(2d wk), 


LOS ANGELES 


‘Continued from page 10) 
890: 2.812: 20-$1)\—""Roguies Sher- 
wood Forest’ (Col) and “Appoint- 
ment Crime”’- (Indie). Good $27- 
000. Last week, “White -Tower” 
(RKO) and “Rider from Tucson” 
(RKO)? ‘2d wk), $20,700. 

Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts, Manchester (F&M) (3.398: 
1.451; 1.668; 40-$1)—"“If This Be 
Sin” ‘UA? and “Reach for Star” 
‘Rep) ‘reissue). Slim $18.000. Last 
week. “Irma Goes West” (Par) (2d 
wk). $19.Q000 in two spots. 

Orpheum, Hawaii ‘ Metropolitan) 
(2.210: 1.106: 50-$1)—*"Father of 
Bride” «M-G) (2d wk). Okav $17.- 
000. Last wé@ek, $24,500. 

United Artists, Ritz, Vozue, Stu- 
dio City, Culwer (UA-FWC) (2.100: 





1.370; 885; 1.145: 60-$1)—"Win- 
chester ‘73° (U). Big $40,000 or 
near. Last week. “Cactus Creek” 


(LU) and “Lost Voicano” (Mono) (2d 
wk}. $11,800. 

Four Star (UA) (900: 60-$1) 
“City Lights” (UA) (reissue! «3d 
wk), nice $5,000. Last week. good 
$6600. 

Fine Arts ‘(FWC) (679: 60-81) 
“Paisan” (Indie) and “Open City” 
‘Indie? ‘reissues) (3d wk). Seant 
$1,000. Last week, with Guild the- 
atres. only $2,000. 





PORTLAND, ORE. 


Centinued from page 10) 
(RKO? and “Girl in Heart’ (Mono) 
$4.300. 

Orpheum (Evergreen) (1.750: 50 
85'—""Good Humer Man iCol) 
and “On Isle of Samoa” (Indie) 
Good $7.500 Last week, “White 
Tower” (RKO) and “Girl in lHleart” 
(Mono). $8,000. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3.400 
50-85'}\—"“Cariboo Trail” (20th) and 
“Killer Shark” (Indie), also Oren 


tal Mild $8,000. Last week 
“Rocketship X-M" (Lip) 9 and 
“Baron of Arizona’ (Lip', solid 


$10,500 

United Artists (Parker) (890. 50 
85'-—" Father of Bride” (M-G) ‘4th 
awk «Sul stout at $6,500. Last 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Independent Exhibitors, Inc., of Boston, carries the following in its 
current bulletin under the head, “Confusion”: “We all went to work 
on ‘Movies Are Better Than Ever,’ and did what we thought a remark- 
able job, but sometimes it gets real confusing. On the heels of this, 
‘Stromboli’ was released by RKO, and Ingrid Bergman was advertised 
as ‘Flaming Passion.’ (As if we and the public didn’t know.) Then Billy 
irady, casting director at MGM, states that for a girl to attain stardom 
she must have a goodly amount of both ‘beauty and vixenness.’ Now 
comes Eagle Lion telling our prospective patrons (we won’t mention 
for what picture), ‘There are many ways of making a woman betray 
her honor.’ Jim Mason of Cherry Valley, O., writes Pete Wood in con- 
junction with the above facts, ‘all of this stuff. is nice for the kiddies, 
but-—think what harm it can do to us grownups.’ 

“With regard to this, an excerpt from the producer's code, and we 
quote, ‘No picture shall be produced which will lower the moral stand- 
ards of those who see it... How low can a human get? And as we said 


hd he ed ee 


in the beginning, ‘Gets real confusion sometimes, doesn’t it????: 

To drum up interest in its fall release slate, Lux Film Distributing 
Corp. of N. Y. is circulating a 1949 yearbook prepared by Lux Film of 
Rome, its parent company. Profusely illustrated with color plates, the 
58-page tome has an accompanying text in five languages. Some 14 
Lux pictures are listed for distribution. Of these the company is ready- 
ing five for U. S. screens. Thev're “Mill on the Po,” “Bitter Rice.’ 
both Italian-made; two French pix, “Paris Waltz” and “Oh, Amelia.” 
plus a Spanish classic, “Ballad of Dolores.’”’” Use by a foreign film 
distrib of such a splashy piece of promotion is rare. 

Metro, in a move to build word-of-mouth on its “Next Voice You 
Hear.” has decided to hold all trade-screenings on the film in theatres, 
starting Aug. 7. Metro sales veepee William F. Rodgers has sent out 
personal invitations to civic and business leaders, the clergy and radio 
and press representatives. Thirty ot the 56 scheduled showings have 
been listed for Loew’s theatres, where they will be treated as sneak 
previews. In other theatres, Metro plans to rent them on a four-wall 
basis for the single night or make some other individual arrangement. 

As a boost for Warner's “The Flame and the Arrow,” its star. Burt 
Lancaster, performed acrobatic stunts on a 15-foot pole Monday (17) in 
Chicago before noontime State street passersby. Lancaster ran through 
feats used in the film to dispel the notion that a double was used dur- 
ing the filming. To further hoke up the idea, the studio offered $1,000 
to anvone who could prove the agile gentleman on State street was not 
the gentleman viewed in the pic. Lancaster was assisted by his partner, 
Nick Cravat. 





H. David Frackman and Bert Goldberg have set up Frackman-Gold- 
berg Pictures Corp. to produce films. Papers of incorporation filed in 
Albany list capital of $20,000, divided into shares of $100 each. Frack- 
man said in New York this week that the firm was merely organized 
in anticipation of possible filmmaking, with no specific plans vet for 
any venture. A N. Y. attorney, he’s partnered with Bert Goldberg in 
Pentagon Pictures, which recently took over 132 films from J. Arthur 
Rank. 

Marlon Brando made an unscheduled appearance last week in Arthur 
Loew's production, “Teresa” (M-G). Actor dropped in on the location 
shooting in New York to chat with director Fred Zinneman, who had 
recently directed him in “The Men.” Action was on the French Line 
pier, showing arrival of a war-bride ship: Zinneman noted that Brando 
was dressed in T-shirt and dungarees, same as the longshoremen. Actor 
was in the next shot. smashing baggage with the other dockhands. 

Understood that Lauren Bacall’s deal for release from her unexpired 
Warners contract will cost her $150,000, but not in a lump sum. Actress 
will pay 25°° of her screen earnings until the 150G is liquidated. 
Ticket still had about 18 months to run While on the WB lot the 
star appeared in seven pictures and was suspended from the payroll 
upon seven occasions for rejecting assignments 


“Part-O-Show.” a scheme designed to give filmgoers a refund or 
credit if they fail to stay for the whole performance, will be tested in 
two Brooklyn theatres—the Leader and Kent—starting Friday (21). 
As devised by Murray Kay, the plan calls for use of a time-stamped 
ticket stub. Patrons leaving before the entire show has been screened 
pay for only what they actually see. 








Majors Mull Prod. Cutback 
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more product fend for themselves. spreading across the country, it's 
Most of the theatres which have to be expected, according to the 
been forced to close recently, or majors, that some theatres will be 
are on the verge of shuttering, are forced to shut down regardless of 
labeled by the majors as marginal whether they're fed a steady flow 
theatres. which would shut down of product. 
even if given sufficient product to Exhibitors, of course, are vehe- 
maintain them. Major affiliated mently opposed to the whole idea. 
circuits, its pointed out, have They maintain that the majors 
backed this theory that the country should) do everything in their 
may be overseated at present mar- power to help the struggling thea- 
ket conditions by closing their own tres on the assumption that the low 
houses, which have’ consistently_rentals they might get from some 
been showing losses. houses still represent revenue for 
Favor Longer Runs distribs. Once a theatre is closed, 
Such top production execs as they point out, that revenue is gone 
20th-Fox veepee Darryl F. Zanuck permanently, 


have consistently held that the in- 
G&S Color Pic 











dustrv would be better off if thea- | 
tres held each picture for the max- 








imum playing time. Cutback in | 
production would thus force the Cont . 
profit-making theatres to hold pic- outinued from page 7 Soot 


tures for longer runs, leaving it the 
up to the indie producers to turn 
out the lower-budgeters required) Paramount, is technical supervisor. 
for double-bill houses If these and Hooker Howe of Haverhill will 
latter theatres continue to lose do the costumes. which will be 
money and are forced to close even copied from plates provided by the 
with product from the indies, D'Ovly Carte Co ; 
which would thus force the indies “Patience” will be filmed in its 
out of business, then that would be entirety, Holdsworth said. with 303 
an economic development which seenes and 35 sets, of which 12 
would have occurred anyway, ac will be interiors, te be shot in the 
cording to major company auditorium of the U. of Massa- 
ment chusetts and the basketball cage. 
Another factor which may lead Exteriors will be filmed in the sure 
the majors to cut back on their rounding country side Sets will 
annual feature output is the Gove be designed by Philippe de Rosier. 


same chore for “Patience.” 
Anthony Termini, formerly with 


spokes 


ernmentordered divestiture, Ounce Springheld and other nearby com- 
they give up their own theatres, munities will provide musicians, 
the production distribution. firms some ot whom will be engaged 


Will not have to worry about turn. trom the Springfield) Symphony 
ing oul enough produet to keep Orehestra Dorie Alviani. head of 
those houses going, Also, with the the Ut! of M. musie 


deve et ew - ® 
threat of television gradually will direct. 
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“When EXHIBITORS 
do the TALKING 
... thats what I Like! 


“A great many exhibitors who have screened 








our new family comedy LOUISA have been saying 
these fine things about it: 


... that it is the kind of picture the industry always needs 
more of, and never gets enough of. 


...that it is rollicking, yet substantial entertainment, with 
a genuinely fresh and heart-warming idea to it. 


...that it has the same family appeal as THE EGG AND I. 


I suggest every operator, booker and buyer screen LOUISA 
and form their own opinion of the picture before book- 
ing it into any theatre. I want them to see for themselves 
how much the picture holds in entertainment appeal and 





audience potential.” 


W. A. SCULLY 


Universal-International Pictures 
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WORLD PREMIERE...Chicago Theatre, Chicago, August 11 
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to study in detail the new method, 
Latter feel it may provide the an- 
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RATINGS LOSE T 





Watchful Waiting 


Broadcasters, particularly around the N. Y. headquarters of the 
networks, appeared particularly disturbed as an almost ominous 
quiet settled over the industry during the past week. It was a week 
of singular inactivity in practically all phases of operation (save for 
an upbeat in news coverage due to the Korean situation). 

For an industry conditioned, particularly during the transitional 
era of the past year, to a continuous succession of transaction, the 
prevalence of the status quo over the past week suggested a calm 


before the storm. 


The lull in activity is attributed chiefly to a period of indecision 
induced by the Korean war situation, with many clients unwilling 
to commit themselves until-they can size up the economic pattern 


a little better. 








Blatz Blitzes 15446 ‘Duffy's Tavern ; 
Gardner, NBC Agree on New Terms 


Blatz Beer has cancelled out on 


Ed Gardner’s ‘“Duffy’s Tavern,” 
heard Thursday nights on NBC. 
Packaged at $15,500 a week, the 
show wasn’t fetching the kind of 
ratings Blatz considered commen- 
surate for that coin. 

Blatz’s notice that it was blitzing 
out on “Duffy” sent Charles (Bud) 
Barry, NBC program veepee, hop- 
ping down to Puerto Rico (show’s 
originating point) last week, in an 
effort to come to some understand- 
ing.” NBC is still tied to Gardner 
for another year on an exclusive 
contract for His services. “Under- 
standing” involved paring down the 
asking price for the package, with 
Barry revealing upon his return to 
N.Y. this week that the show will 
be brought in at a cheaper figure. 
This, in turn, is cuing new over- 
tures to Blatz to reconsider and 
pick up the tab for another year. 

Although there’s been criticism 
in some quarters that a “Tavern 
isn’t what it used to be since Gard- | 
ner’s been domiciling in Puerto 
Rico, the show, whether it goes 
sustaining or resumes as a Com-| 
mercial in the fall, will remain 
quartered in P.R. 


WOV Plugs New - 
3-Way Sales Pact 


Something different in indie 
station progfam availabilities to | 
clients has been innovated by 
WOYV, the New York bilingual sta- 
tion. In essence, it’s a carryover | 


into radio of the original blueprint | 
mapped for sponsorship of NBC's | 
“Saturday Night Revue” on TV, 
whereby participating sponsors get 
continuous plugging over an ex- 
tended period of the evening. 

WOV is now selling on a “Daily 
Triple” basis, whereby participat- 
ing clients are offered three dif- 
ferent shows aimed at three differ- 
ent markets and three different 
audiences. Programs involved are 
“1280 Club,” “Prairie Stars” and 
“A Ramble in Erin,” the station’s 
three major nighttime showcases 
which extend over the greater part 
of the evening. 


Station’s sales concept (‘‘a three- 
way .market’ penetration § and 
three-way sales impact for a single 
rate’) may set a commercial pat- 
tern in indie specialized program- 
ming. 














| of programs. 
| pions of a 








Edmund Chester 


(Director of CBS News) 
discourses on 


News Gathering in the 
Atomic Age 


* * * 


an interesting editorial feature 
in the 


5th Annual 


Radio & TV Review and 


Preview Number 
of 





| 
j 


|important local stations. 





MORE HORMEL FOR CBS 
AT EXPENSE OF ABC 


For the past few months Hormel 
has been sponsoring its Girls Band 
program on_ two networks, ABC | 
and CBS, while pondering which | 
one to drop. It now looks like Co- 
lumbia will get the full Hormel 
budget, with the ABC show slated 
for axing. 

Hormel last week notified CBS | 
that it was expanding the show | 
from 61 to 97 stations, effective 
Aug. 19. While no cancellation has 
come through at ABC, the move is | 
anticipated, 





VARIETY 


Out Next Week 


Mitch’ Switch 
To NBC Seen 
Blow to NAB 


Resignation of Maurice B. Mitch- 
ell as director of Broadcast Ad- 
vertising Bureau to join NBC 
sales is viewed by trade toppers as 
a hard blow to the National Assn. 
of Broadcasters, BAB’s parent 
body. 

Mitchell’s exit follows some 
other key personnel resignations 
from NAB, as well as the bowing 
out of CBS and ABC and severel 
It’s con- 
sidered a deflation of the industry 
organization’s prestige, because 
BAB’s sales promoting, more than 
any other NAB activity, had kept 
many member outlets in the fold. 

Reason for Mitchell’s move is 
reportedly the insufficient funds 
NAB allocated to the ad bureau, 
with the latter’s budget having 
been pared from $250,000 to $168,- 
000, as well as the fact that plans 
to establish it as a separate body 
were stalled. BAB’s hardhitting 
campaign to increase broadcasting’s | 
share of the advertising dollar, by | 
presentations that lashed out at 
printed media, had won pretty gen- 
eral support among the kilowat- 
ters. Only segment that had op- 
posed Mitch’s pitch was the news- 
paper-owned stations. 

Because the BAB had been so 
closely pegged to Mitchell's pevr- 

(Continued on page 34) 


RCA SWITCHES ‘TAKE IT’ | 
TAG TO ‘$64 QUESTION’ 


RCA, new sponsor of “Take It! 


or Leave It,” will change the label | 
of the airer to “The $64 Question” 
starting Sept. 10. Move was made 
because of identification of that 
show with Eversharp, which has 
bankrolled the stanza for many 
years. Jack Paar will continue to 
emcee the show for RCA. 

“Take It” package is owned by 
Biow agency, which has represent- 
ed Eversharp for many years. 
RCA in taking over the. show had 
to have Biow rep them on that deal 
because of its ownership of the 
package. Previously RCA _ radio) 
billings were held by J. Walter | 
Thompson. Understood Biow is_ 























itching for other RCA ager Ted Cott is hunting a sales|tor of public relations for, the 
frankly pitching | topper for the video outlet, WNBT. | NAB. 


business. 


NEW ACCENT ON 
SALES IMPACT 


A. new philosophy is taking hold 
in radio, with less and less accent 


on the sponsor who sleeps with a| 
rating pocketpiece under his pil-| 


low and increased attention being 
focused on the sales effectiveness 


“better radio” 
viewed this as the panacea, blam- 
ing rating-happy clients for the 
state of American radio.) 


The new orientation of sponsors | 


is attributed primarily to (1), the 
fabulous success stories in product 
sales chalked up by TV_ bank- 


| rollers who aren’t particularly con- 


cerned about hitting the Top 20 in 
ratings; and (2), the 


low-cost radio programming and 
acceptance of moderate ratings, so 
long as the show is selling the 
product. 


Viewed as significant is the fact | 
that, with but a few isolated cases, | 
most of the sponsors who have | 
in recent | 
months have been motivated not | 
;so much by 
lratings as by 


cancelled radio shows 


unhappiness 
economic expedi- 


ency, channelling the coin into 


daytime radio, TV or some other} 


media. 
Auxiliary Factors 


There are auxiliary factors, too, 
that have contributed toward tak- 


ing the client emphasis off top 
ratings. 
(1). Despite those dark fore- 


bodings of a year ago over the fu-| 


ture of NBC in the wake of the 


(For years the cham- 
have | 


increasing | 
trend over the past season toward | 


over | 
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NBC'S TELEVISION VEEPEE 
Sylvester L. (Pat) 
Weaver 
has a dissertation on Video's 


Blood, Sweat and 
Cheers 


a byline feature in the upcoming 
Sth Annual 
Radio-TV Review and 
Preview Number 
of 
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3-Net Battle Hypo 
On 45-Min. Billings 
Of Amateur Hour’ 


A three-network battle for 45 
minutes of nighttime billings—a 
hefty piece of change in the AM 
picture today—was accelerated this 
| week in the wake of reports that 
Blatz beer was cancelling out on 
the Thursday night 9:30 “Duffy’s 
Tavern!’ show on NBC. 


| The “Duffy’s” exit would pave 
| the way for the moveover of the 





CBS talent raids, giving Columbia | Old Gold-sponsored “Original Am- 


top-dog status on top-rated shows, 
NBC in reality is very much in the 


| ateur Hour” from ABC. The fact 
that RCA had previously cancelled 


| network picture, going about its | out on the Thursday at 9 “Screen 


business of selling low-priced pro-| Directors Guild” show, now throws 
grams and actually getting through | open the 45-minute availability for 
the '49-’50 season with fewer un-| “Amateur Hour.” 

sold nighttime segments than CBS.| powever 


(2). The generally-confused pic-| won a 13-week summer renewal on 
ture in regard to ratings, with|the amateur program carrying it 
more and more time buyers and | into September, doesn’t intend 


sponsors embracing the Broadcast | yielding the billings without a fight. 


Measurement Bureau concept that 
station coverage is more important 
than a Nielsen rating. 


(3. The “disbelief” accredited to 
popularity ratings aggravated in 
recent months by the SRO racked 
up by Arturo Toscanini, and the 
NBC Symphony Orchestra in its 
cross-country junket (in the face 
of negligible radio ratings); the 
ability of “Original Amateur Hour” 
to jampack 16,000 into Madison 
Square Garden, N. Y., for a paid- 
admission benefit broadcast (in the 
face of only moderate ratings), and 
the disappointing. boxoffice of the 
Jack Benny personal appearance 
tour (when the Nielsens had him 
as the consistent No. 1 leadoff man 
on the Top 20 throughout the past 
season), 


WVET Coin Pressure 
Eased, Bank Withdraws 
Its Bid for Takeover 


Washington, July 18. 

The Security Trust Co. of Roch- 
ester, N. Y., has applied to the FCC 
to withdraw its application for a 
takeover of WVET in that city. 
Reason given was that increased 
earnings by the station had put it 
in position where it was repaying 
its bank loans. 

WVET, the 5,000-watt Mutual af- 
filiate, was established by 38 vet- 
erans. At the time of the bank’s 
application, station owed $105,000. 
Now the debt is down to $96,000. 


Berry Long to WNBC 


Berry Long, sales manager of 
KOA, Denver, is being brought in 
to become sales manager of WNBC, 
Gotham key of NBC. 








He'll take over half the job/ 


which Don Norman vacated to 
switch to KNBH, Hollywood. With 
the post now split, general man- 


| ment. 


| As ammunition, 


it points to the 
fact that over ‘the past sesason 
“Amateur Hour” frequently topped 
the CBS “Suspense” show in the 
opposition time slot and equally as 
often topped all ratings for the 9 to 
9:45 time. 

CBS meanwhile has stepped up 
its pitch to Old Gold and Lennen 
& Mitchell, agency on the account, 
in a bid to win over the show and 
lucrative billings, offering any Fri- 
day night segment that the client 
desires. 

OG still has a few weeks to 
think it over. 


INT'L SILVER BUYING 
‘TUNE-0’ FOR CANADA 


International Silver has bought 
rights for “‘Tune-O,” musical bingo 
game, for a full year’s airing in 
Canada. Contract was signed with 
All-Canada Radio Facilities, Ltd., 
via Young & Rubicam. 

“Tune-O” was tested earlier this 
year over CKOC, Hamilton, On- 
tario. The airers, which are lo- 
cally produced, are running on sev- 
eral hundred stations in the U. S., 
Hawaii, Alaska and Canada. Prop- 
erty is owned by Richard H. UIll- 
man, of Buffalo, N. Y. 


Kirby Back in Uniform 
: Washington, July 18. 

Col. Edward M. Kirby, chief of | 
radio public relations during World 
War II, is back in uniform at the 
Pentagon to train and indoctrinate 
public relations officers for the 
armed services. While he is sup- 
posed to be back for a limited pe- | 
riod of about three weeks, the) 
worsening situation in Korea could | 
result in him taking a much longer | 
tour of duty under Major General 
Floyd M. Parks, chief of informa- 
tion for the Military - Establish- 











Before the war, Kirby was direc- 





| 


ABC, which recently, been a half-hour. 


| 


All Networks Nix Pro-H'wood 10 
Program Because of Subject Matter 


Radio program on which an ar- 
ray of names from show business, 
the arts and sciences were to have 
discussed the case of the “Holly- 
wood 10” has been turned down by 
all the major networks. In every 
case, the refusal was based on the 
show’s subject matter, since no 
script was submitted or requested. 
Bid for time was made in writing 
to CBS, NBC, ABC and Mutual 
without followup calls by phone 
and in person. Sponsors of the 
proposed broadcast are understood 


+ planning to protest the case to the 


FCC, more with the idea of making 
it a matter of official record rather 
than with any hope of action. 

Speakers who were to have ap- 
| peared on the program, in many 
cases merely identifying them- 
selves and saying a sentence or so, 
reportedly included Joseph Barnes, 
George Braziller, Robert Capa (by 
recording from _ Paris), Olin 
Downes, Langston Hughes, Garson 
Kanin, Richard _ Lauterbach, 
Thomas Mann, Arthur Miller, Dr. 
Alexander Meiklejohn, H. A. Over- 
@treet, Dr. Linus Pauling, Artur 

Schnabel (by recording from Lon- 
|don), Robert St. John, Vincent 
Sheehan, Edgar Snow, I. F. Stone, 
Billy Wilder, Tennessee Williams, 
|Ira Wolfert and William Wyler. 
Sponsors of the show were said 
| to have included Jules Dassin, Gil- 
| bert Gabriel, Jack Goodman, Ruth 
| Gordon, F. Hugh Herbert, Kanin, 
| Elia Kazan, Anatole Litvak, Miller, 

Louis Untermeyer, Richard Watts, 
Jr., Wilder and Wyler. 

The show was offered to nets 
| about the end of June, for broad- 
| cast within the last week or so, at 
| about the time most of the mem- 
| bers of the ‘‘Hollywood 10” were 
| due for sentence for contempt cf 
| Congress in refusing to answer 
questions of the House un-Ameri- 
| can Activities Committee. It’s un- 
| derstood the broadcast would have 
Several top ra- 
dio writers, including Norman Cor- 
win and Millard Lampell, were to 
have done the scripting. 


Wildroot Washes 
| Out on Spade 


Reports that Wildroot was 
checking off its “Sam Spade” Sun- 
day night mystery show on NBC, 
sent the CBS sales boys into a 
flurry of activity this week. Co- 
lumbia would like to recapture the 
show and its billings (it was previ- 
ously a Sunday at 8 attraction on 
CBS) to fill an existing Saturday 
night gap. As such, it would go as 
a companion piece to CBS’ “Gang- 
busters.” 

However, Wildroot is now 
willing to settle for its morning 
pickup of Arthur Godfrey and let 
“Spade” go by the boards. Client, 
it’s understood, has been disap- 
pointed over the program's show- 
ing in the NBC Sunday time (op- 
posite CBS’ Edgar Bergen), never 
managing to capture the audience 
it commanded in previous years 
while on Columbia. 


Gray Auditioned For 
NBC Participationer 


Barry Gray, post-midnight gab- 
ber on Gotham’s WMCA, who for- 
merly aired over WOR, N. Y., and 
WMIE, Miami, is being auditioned 
for several shows on NBC. 

One is a reprise of the Ed Wolf 




















package, “Better Half,” which for- 
merly was on WOR. NBC program 
veepee Charles Barry feels that 
Gray’s candid and acid approach 
may click with the femmes on the 
cross-the-board afternoon particl- 
pationer. An evening half-hour 
stanza and an NBC-created video 
show on which comics would guest 
are also being discussed. Gray is 
being repped by Buddy Allen. 
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Plenty 


U.S. Coin to Flow Into | 


Voice, Other Information Shows 


- 





Washington, July 18. 


mental funds fox the “Voice of 
America” and other U. S. informa- 
tional programs, in the next few 
weeks, they say on Capitol Hill. 

Whether it will okay the full 
$89,000,000 which President Tru- 
man requested last week to open 
a “campaign of truth” against 
Communism is unccrtain, but there 
appears to be no doubt that plenty 
of money will be voted. 

The Administration’s new pro- 
gram provides for the use of tele- 
vision in foreign countries for the 
first time. The plan for an in- 
formational and propaganda serv- 
ice big enough to fight Russian 
propaganda was explained by 
George W. Barrett, Assistant Sec- 
retary of State in charge of pub 
lic information. He explained 
that about $7,000,000 would be for 
a new headquarters building in 
New York. Most of the remainder 
would be divided between addi- 
tional programming and the con- 
struction of more _ transmitter 
facilities, including boosters, to 
hammer the Voice of America pro- 
grams into the Iron Curtain coun- 
tries. Up to now the Russians have 
been successfully jamming most of 
the Voice 
Soviet-land. 


Some of tlie funds would go into | 


video shows. First, said Barrett, 
special motion pictures would be 
produced which would be offered 
for use on television stations in 
foreign countries. In addition, 
Voice of America staffers are to 
develop liaison with the operators 
of foreign television stations in 
friendly stations in the hope of 
creating an informal, international 
network which would carry some 
American programs. 

Last week the Senate turned 
thumbs down on a move to add 
$3,945,000 to the Voice appropria- 
tion of $32,504.000 provided in the 
ominbus appropriation bill. How- 
ever, this does not mean that Con- 
gress is opposed to more money 


for the overseas information serv- | 


ice. Several Senators made clear 
on the floor that, because of the 
President’s request for $89,000,000, 
no supplemental funds should be 
added to the main appropriation 
bill. They said whatever else was 
needed would be taken care of in 
special legislation. 





Stepped-Up Info Urged 
Washington, July 18. 


broadcasts beamed to 


+— 
Congress is expected to provide | 
many millions of dollars in supple- , 


Critics Meet the Mags 


ABC’s “Author Meets. the 
Critics,’ which is beamed on both 
AM and TV, has launched a sum- 
mer series of eight broadcasts on 
which editors of national maga- 
zines are facing journalistic critics. 
Stanza has already taken on Quick 
and the New Republic. 

Tonight ‘Wed.) the tele version 
tackles Life, with the tape as usual 
being aired on AM eight days later, 
July 27. Life managing editor Ed 
Thompson will be in the author's 
chair, with Scripps-Howard col- 
umnist Robert Ruark defending 
the Luce publication and Gouver- 
neur Paulding, an editor of The, 
Reporter, anti. 

Producer Martin Stone feels the 
mag field, although so important a 
part of the literary scene, gets lit- 
tle attention from reviewers. Other 
journals to face the critics will in- 
clude Look and Newsweek. 


Transit Radio In 


11%, Bus, Trolleys 


Cincinnati, July 18. 
Board members of Transit Radio, 
Inc., meeting in headquarters here 
last week, were told by R. C. Cris- 





iler, president, that at the end of 


its second year of operation the 
firm had 4,200 motor buses and 
trolley coaches equipped for FM 
reception in 19 markets served by 
21 transit companies. New con- 
tracts, he said, will increase the 
number beyond 4,500 by Sept. 1, 
amounting to 11% of all public 
transportation vehicles in the na- 
tion that are less than eight years 
old. 


Frank E. Pellegrin, veepee and | 
sales chief, reported that eight re- | 
accounts | 
raised to 246 the total of such ad- | 


cently-added national 
vertisers using transit radio. 
Hulbert Taft, Jr., board chair- 
man, said local affiliates of TR are 
working closely with defense au- 
thorities for possible emergency 
use of transit service. Other di- 


rectors at the session were G. L. 


Thomas, KXOK, St. Louis; William 


M. O’Neil, WJW, Cleveland; Ben | 
| Strous, WWDC, Washington; Ed- 


gar Kobak and David G. Gamble. 





| 
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'to break unions. 


Immediate step-up of the State. 
Department’s International Infor- | 
mation program is urged in a letter | 
which the President received yes- | 
-terday (17) from the U. S. Advisory 


Commission on Information. : f 
Justin Miller, president of NAB, | pon th oe a 
is a member of the committee of. hy ; ya he 


news officials which found that the | York's municipal station, July 27. 


New Hour-Long Series 
For Medicos on WNYC-FM 


Unusual experiment in radio, a 
weekly hour-long series beamed to 


$30,000,000 a year spent by this | Idea is to give the doctors, a large | engineers; 


| percentage of whom have FM sets, 
‘the latest info on various diseases 
and therapy which they may not 
find time to read in the learned 
| journals. It’s being undertaken in 
|conjunction with the New York 


“4 vd | Academy of Medicine. 
Hub Indie Lowers Night | Preem stanza is tagged “Newer 
| Knowledge of Hormone Reiation- 


Rate, Upping Day, Vs. Tele ship to Rheumatie Disease.” 
roe wis neve! WINS’ 1506 New Biz 


New rate card of WHDH here, 
WINS, Crosley-owned indie in 


nation “to make the rest of the 
world understand our purposes” is 
picayune compared with the bil- 
lions allocated to other things. 








taking into account the nighttime 
inroads of television, lowered eve- 


rates. Indie claims, however, that tract with Frost television and ap- 
even with the growth of TV, it is Pliance stores guaranteeing a mini- 
the only Hub station to have in- ™um of $150,000 to be spent on 
creased its overall audience in the | the outlet. ; 
past year. | Agency is Getschal & Richard. 
WHODH cites figures to show its | : 
average rating for Dec.-April was Swift Buys Minn. Games 
up 5% over the same period the Minneapolis, July 18. 
previous year, while the four net- Swift & Co. takes over Univer- 
work outlets lost from 13% to 36%. sity of Minnesota home and away 


football games via KSTP AM and 
Chi RTDG Election 


Northwest Network for coming 
Chicago, July 18. 


1950 season. 

Chi chapter of the Radio & Tele- 
vision Directors Guild elected new 
officers last week. Alan Fishburn, 
WBKB, was elected prexy, suc- 
ceeding Ben Park, NBC. Parker 
Gibbs, NBC, is new veepee and 
Larry Auerbach, NBC, was named 
secretary-treasurer. 

New board members are Louis 
Perkins, ABC; Bill Joyce, WLS; 
James Jewell, freelance, and Phil 
Bowman, Young & Rubicam. Hal since 1941. 

Miller, CBS, and Fishburn were Midgiey’s successor at CBS will 
appointed to the national RTDG! ke Thomas P. Maguire, who was 
board. ‘assistant to Midgley. 








| tor. 
son. 





MIDGLEY TO BATES 


C. E. Midgley has resigned as 
Sales service manager at CBS to 
join the Ted Bates agency as man- 
ager of the radio-TV media de- 
partment. He had held the post 





, 


It will be seventh season han-| 
dling the contests play by play for 
Jack Horner, KSTP sports direc-| 
Agency is J. Walter Thomp- 





Flock of ABC. 
Stanzas Prepped 


Gypsy Rose Lee has been set by 


ABC to serve as femcee on an 
audition waxer. Stanza, titled; 
“What Makes You Tick?” would 


star the ex-stripper as quiz-mis- 
tress. 


Web is also cutting a trial of 
“Are You Bluffing?” an audience 
participationer presided over by 
Happy Felton. 


On the Coast, ABC is prepping 
a new airer, ‘““What Now, Miss Por- 
ter?” starring Helen Walker. A 
new juve series, “‘Space Patrol,” 
based on a Coast television show, 
preemed yesterday ‘18) and will be 
heard Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
5:30 p. m., replacing “Sky King” 
(now on MBS). 

Program topper Leonard Reeg 
has given Norman Brokenshire a 
network outlet on Saturdays at 
9:30 p. m., backed by singers Mar- 
tha Lou Harp and Bill Houston, 


NLRB Accuses WATL 
Owners of Unfair Labor 


Practice Vs. AFRA, IBEW 


Washington, July 18. 

National Labor Relations Board 
found tast week that the Atlanta 
Broadcasting Co., operating WATL, 
had engaged in unfair labor prac- 
tices against the Atlanta local of 
the American Federation of Radio 
Artists and Local 1193 of the In- 
ternational Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers. 

NLRB, going far beyond 





the 


findings of its trial examiner, ac- 
,cused Atlanta 


Broadcasting of 
phoney bargaining and of seeking 
Station was or- 


| dered to cease and desist from (a) , 


asking employees and job appli- 
cants about their union affiliations 
and éxplaining the advantages of 
staying out of the union; ‘b) refus- 
ing to bargain collectively with 
AFRA for staff announcers and 
| with IBEW for technicians and 
(c) interfering with, 
| coercing or restraining employees 
| from joining unions. 

| Station was.told it must bargain 
| exclusively with AFRA and IBEW 
for the personnel they represent. 


Chi AFRA Elects 


Chicago, July 18. 

Chi local of the American Fed- 
eration of Radio Artists devoted 
_ the second section of 
/membership meeting last week to 
election of officers. 

Ray Jones was reelected exec 
{secretary and Harry Elders was 
renamed prexy. Cliff Nerton, John 
Gannon and Norm Pierce were 
elected veepees. Eleanor Engle was 
elected recording secretary and 
|Norm Goitschalk was named treas- 
urer. 
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| From the Production Centres 


| 
| 


| William H. Lewis, Jr., quondam D-F-S and Compton account exec, 
now with Harry B. Cehen agency....Berry Kroger of “Young Dr. 
Malone,” is playing in the B’way revival of “Julius Caesar’... Doug 
_Parkhirst, actor, on “Road of Life,” adding work with Pompton Lakes 
(N. J.) Summer Theatre to his chores....New member of American 


Assn. of Advertising Agencies is Willard B. Golovin Corp.....Radio- 
TV actor Merril E. Joels now playing lead in a U. S. Army Signal Corps 
film Actor Jack Lloyd returns today (Wed.) from a vacation in 
Cuba Edgar Stehli has joined cast of “David Harum”... Sherman 
Dryer vacationing in Dutchess County and partner Robert Weenolsen 
on the beach at Old Greenwich, Conn. “Big Joe” Rosenfeld has 
moved his “Happiness Exchange” from WHOM to WINS Lloyd 
Moss added to WHLI ‘Hempstead) announcery....A son, their sixth 
offspring, born to the Mike (CBS) Boscias Friday (14)....Red Barber 
spending the summer at Sleepy Hollow Country Club awaiting comple- 
tion of his new home Bob McGreedy, WCAU (Philly) sales man- 
ager, and Guy Cunningham, WEFI ‘Boston) national sales chief, in 
town on biz....WLIB launches “Harlem’s Talent Caravan” for kids 
Saturday (22) ayem....Jessica Tandy and Ralph Bellamy signed for 
upcoming “M-G-M Theatre of the Air’ waxers....Ward Wilson cele- 
brates his 21st anni in radio this month....It was “CBS Weekend” at 
Totem Lodge with Lester Gottlieb, Irving Mansfield and Oscar Katz 
(and families) making it a gin threesome....New Mr. (Dream House) 
Blandings novel, “Blandings’ Way,” by Erie Hodgins, gives the adver- 
tising and radio business the satirical needle, a la Frederick Wakeman’'s 
“The Hucksters.”” Cosmopolitan mag is running it in two parts, start- 
ing with the July issue. 

Marcia Legere, who's been researching for CBS’ documentary unit, 
resigned to join her Navy hubby in the Hub....ABC organist Rosa Rie 
returns Monday (24) from vacationing in her Conn. cave-home Ted 
Husing flew to Coast yesterday (‘Tues.) to appear in a Metro film with 
Clark Gable and Barbara Stanwyck. During his weeklong absence his 
chores for WMGM are being handled by Ted Brown and Ken Roberts 

Peggy Anne Ellis, WNEW vocalist, has chirped a couple of sides 
for Decca disks....Stork stalked three MBS-ers Thursday (13) bring- 
ing kids to Roland Van Nostrand and James McElroy of sales and 
Bob O’Connor of engineering....William D. Shaw named eastern sales 
manager for CBS’ Radio Sales....Sam Kaufman, of NBC’s press dept., 
father of a son Sunday (3). Mrs. Kaufman is Dorothy Darling, legit 
and radio actress....Two network news toppers headed the other way 
—both Ed Chester of CBS and Abe Schechter of Mutual (Gen. Mac- 
Arthur’s ex-aide) going to Europe. 


‘IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Rudy Schrager inherited Lou Silvers’ baton on “‘Lux Radio Theatre,” 

a fitting reward for his 15 years as assistant....NBC has already cut 
three tapes of a comedy series starring Judy Holliday, star of legit and 
Cinema’s “Born Yesterday,” but it may be held back until fall... .Neil 
Reagan in N. Y. for two weeks of parleying with the top level on fall 
plans....Art Rush shot a 75 at Lakeside and RCA’s John West can 
now turn that 77 back to Red Grange....When Roy Rogers comes off 
his hiatus he'll be heard on 567 Mutual stations, which is getting around 
Bill Morrow came in off his Canadian hunting ‘trip and headed 
straight for Elko, Nev., where he'll tape a few orange juice shows with 
El Bingo....Jules Tannen is beaming over his first radio fan letter. It 
was from Ethel Levey, first wife of George M. Cohan, who heard him 
on “Live Like a Millionaire” in N. Y. Frank Stempei is building a 
package around Reginald Gardiner and NBC gets first call. Piece is 
called “The Gentleman” with a mystery twist....A good match for 
“The Gentleman” is ABC's “Beautiful Barrister,” which ABC cut with 
Helen Walker starred, Sid Dorfman scripting, Bob Sweeney directing, 
and Jerry Fielding mooding the music. ...Hugh Davis in from Chicago 
to talk tele to Beb Hope and radio to Bob Ballin... Earl Ebi and 
Mannie Manheim, ex-Thompsonites, have taken offices at the agency 
to put together their San Quentin Story, which NBC will give a rous- 
ing campaign... Dick Gould, recent arrival from the east, will do a 
six-hour stretch six nights a week on KGFJ. It runs from midnight to 
_dawn and everything will go into it to keep the insomniacs entertained 


IN CHICAGO... 


| Charles Lyon in from the Coast hobnobbing with Chi radio friends 
.... James Cleary, Roche, Williams & Cleary veepee, is new Chi co 
chairman of National Conference of Christians and Jews, effective Sept 
1....Batoner Paul Lavalle here for Chi Fair airing of “Band of Amer 


ica” show, feted by NBC at M&M club Friday (14)... Fahey Flyns 
working the WBBM “Shopping With the Missus” strip this week and 
next during Jim Conway’s vacation ...John Brookman moves up té 
NBC Chi radio production staff, with William Falls taking over ai 
‘director of the delayed broadcast operation. Donald Hassler replaces 
| Falls in the transcription department....Jess Lide, former accoun” 
exec at McCann-Erickson N. Y. office, rejoins agency at Chi office afte’ 
| resigning v.p. post at General Plywood Corp., Louisville....ABC Ch 
/sales promotion chief Dean Linger and Gloria Ford have skedded ai 
| Aug. 5 wedding. 

| Ben Ludy, general manager of WIBW, Topeka, Kans., here on bit 
last week....Jim Bennett, Don MecNeill’s manager, in N. Y. this weet 
for huddles with ABC brass....Dave Chase and Al Buettner are nev 
Staff gabbers at WTMJ, Milwaukee... Marion Page, pianist and wift 
of trumpeter Jimmy MePartland, guested on ABC's “Piano Playhouse’ 
during its Chi airing. ...WBBM staffer Bob Smith appearing in “Happ’ 
_ Birthday,” starring Imogene Coea, at Chevy Chase....Pat Murph’ 
scripting, directing and narrating “Back Page Bulletins,” feature new 
show on WMAQ....Young & Rubicam Chi radio-TV director Phi 
_ Bowman off Friday (21) for summer hiatus ... Capt. Billy Bryant o 


the _ Fair “Showboat,” guested on WLS’ “National Barn Dance” la¢ 
week, 


IN WASHINGTON ... 


| 


| Alexander Kendrick, CBS Near East correspondent, is based at webs 
D.C. news room, awaiting reassignment overseas, while Walter Cronkit:, 
| onetime U.P. foreign correspondent, and more recently of WMT, Cedx 
Rapids, has also been added to CBS capital news staff....John §. 
| Hayes, veepee and general manager of WTOP-CBS, has been namel 
chairman of the Business Employes’ unit for coming Community Chet 
fund raising drive... John Hardesty has resigned as director of speciil 
events and advertising for WOIC-TV, Bamberger station recenty 
bought by WTOP owner Washington Post, to become assistant publ¢ 
affairs director of NAB, succeeding William Ryan....Zeb Turner, hi!- 
billy guitarist-singer, and chantoosey Joby Reynolds, 1948 “Miss Was!- 
| ington,” have a new song and chatter TV show on WMAL-ABC....“Mis 
| Washington ” beauty-talent eontest, sponsored by local station WWD¢, 
has slated finals at the new, Sesquicentennial Amphitheatre Aug. 14.. .. 
Nancy Osgood, femme commentator for WRC-NBC, back on the locd 
beat after winding up a week of fashion programs from NBC in Nev 
| York....Elinor Lee, director of femme programs for WTOP & WOIC 


(CBS outlets) sole rep of radio and only w rren unke! 
‘of Italian Airlines, ala initia cai 
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ANA, Webs to Huddle on Rates — AMMUNITION (N 


sd . 9 * 
arris-Faye in NBC's Tues. Buildup 
Radio and Television Steering Committee of the Assn. of Na- 


} * © 
tional Advertisers, which has been studying the relation of AM and | | PI - S N ht L Aft { d 
TV audiences in a campaign to pare AM time rates, has asked reps | | | ans; un. lg meup eC e 
of the four major webs to huddle separately with it on July 26, 
ANA prexy Paul B. West. in his invite to the AM nets, stressed ¢ NBC's ambitious Tuesday night 





NS ee 





that bankrollers are becoming increasingly concerned at the de- Ammunition for bankrollers lay- QUIZMASTER comedy parlay designed to restore 
cline in raqaio time values due to video's inroads. West added ing iown a barrage to force the i } R aia | Ki y that evening to its onetime emr- 
that this problem will become more acute as TV grows and that > ' , oe Oa . said JONnN Neer Ainge nence envisions a Phil Harris-Al.ce 
both sponsors and chains could benefit by confabbing on the ques- \M networks to lower their rates thinks Faye in its future, according to 
tions involved is provided in the Nielsen listen- ‘ = present network plans, Plan is to 

\t the ANA-network parleys the steering committee will air its ers-per-dollar figures. These show Everybody W ants to bring up the comedy duo at the 
recently completed study of AM listening trends. . Committee is a marked drop in the girculation E ont rear, at 10 o’tlock, to follow Bob 
headed by Bill Smith, of the Thomas J. Lipton Co. in Hoboken. idvertisers are getting for each Be a Quiz kid Hope and Fibber & Molly 

CBS prexy Frank Stanton said the web is willing to attend, but buck spent on time and talent Major speculation, however, cen- 
wants all four nets to meet the ANA jointly. He added that no Checking reports in April—re- eS ters on what it doe to the NBC 
commiiment can be given at the session garded as a typical month—for the an amusing byline feature in the Sunday night lineup, since the 





past three years show the variety- “ moveover of Harris-Faye leaves 
: on5 5th Annual the Sunday night strip bereft of 


e @ comedy snows dropping from 299 Rye meses sen: gem 3 tale a 
listeners-per-dollar in ’48 to 225 in -Radio-TV Review and any comedy shows to buck the 
a ions 0 0 Clr Wil ‘49 and 218 in ‘50. G ld formidable CBS Sabbath roster 
9 and 2 in ov. eneral drama . * ‘ rerghs ° 
eas : Preview Number al specul: 


> » he Ne 
reveals a more marked decline. with equal speculation on the ben 
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¢ ’ 992 ; ’ »fits he rj accrue . MnP 
P A . from 281 in ’48 to 223 in ’49, and of er that — nrg to Amos 'n 
198 in °50. Mystery drama dived VARIETY ‘ wae che Co ——— <A 
ay in roc alming If es from 390 in °48 to 329 in °49, and H at a past tN 1 beaenghe SA and 
276 in ’50. Other categories show Out Next Week arris-Faye have been slugging it 
similar slides out in the 7:30 period and while 
Meeting of New York AM sta- = : F recognized as two top comedy 
) . | ° ° . mika . ‘ ~ é . a. ; ‘ . I . 
tiom managers last week. called to WHOM IN. Y.) PREXY _ Part of this dip is not real, OW ° shows, both suffered in the process, 
’ 3 , | } > ing to the fact, that in February with Rexall finally bowing out of 
promote radio as a sales and en- Fortune | ope of last year Nielsen changed the rmour Ices anal a «nag y 
4 ‘ the Harris sponsorship and Lever 
terlainment meeting, wound up | airs his views on basis of his ratings. Previously lis- Bros. serving notice on CBS that 
with the participants deciding to | Fk ; ] crib fh yor i. nay n 49 Niel. ? it would iike to be relieved of 
Lorelle y nore were Cc te n 4 > ’ 
shout about AM in their own in- | oreign Language Sere wees Ceres wee oe ~— 5 ’ future bankrolling of A&A, despite 
. “ , " A ; sen included only those dialing for i the fact that the Lever contract 
dividual ways, rather than touting Radio Comes Into five minutes or more. This is gen- still “ate 2 ane bn, an r —" 
; A S lé a Vex un. 
the medium collectively. Oren in 1950 erally estimated as reducing the Chicago. Julv 18 CBS’ inability to resell A&A 
, Because of the peculiar charac " : audience figure by 13%. However, NBC is in the inte 2 if eis however, has cued Lever Bros. 
; pee. ee in most cases the decline is more = Fae, SOR ere ee ere Willingness to continu for tl 
feris s ot he ( lets cin? | ; m¢ . 1 : , , imac , ISB MESS . LON e yr 
‘ Leristic f the 10 outlet takin an editorial feature in the than 15°. which indicates tele- ping up two chunks of business additional semester. With the Har. 
part (network and indie, AM and | vision’s inroads ane that meactiontiv 4 wg adaalt : ler. Witt é ar 
' ; - 1nros actic: assures a fall F ' mpeti 1 
| th fnnual 1ere that pra¢ ya ris-Fave ompetition out of the 
YM sans-TV and ‘TV-affiliated, | oar ; A puzzler in the data is the drop levis ellout anc ‘engthens way, it givs \ : ‘or 
bud’ ; | Readis.TV Review end P : ae oon { Aedes television sellout and strengthens wat, gives | &A a fre é play for 
English and multi-lingual Sta- > : in the daytime serial Classification. «he morning radio picture. Al- @Udlence dominance in the comedy 
tion ‘reed that each would Preview Number From 899 listeners-per-dollar in sweepstakes. which could conceiv- 
r ; agre i i vou hore , . "Pac se > *k "Y g " 
ee of April, ’48 the figure dropped to T&4s set is the pickup by Armour, ably alter the thinking of the 
dramatize In its own way the raa‘o 806 in 49 and 690 in ’50. Ripley meat packing company, of the Lever hierarchy in regards to the 
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TELEVISION 25 





IT’S THE SCRIPTER WHO COUNTS — 





CBS House-Package Price Tags 


Following is a partial list of house packages currently being 
offered by CBS for fall sponsorship to agencies and their clients. 
Prices quoted are gross talent and producti on costs. For any = 


originating from a theatre, an ext 
program, or $250 if it’s aired on 


ra $450 is asked if it’s a networ! 
a local basis. 


DRAMATIC SHOWS 


“Sure As Fate” (Hour) voli $16,400 
*“Play’s the Thing” (Hour) i ites ai ntiaiie ae 15,538 
“Play's the Thing” (Half-hour) ........cccee. 9,800 
“StOGe TS- MEOI-GUE) oo. ie csvansccuncves 8,060 
“Escape” (Half-hour) 6,800 
“Starlight Theatre” (Half-hour) 8.135 
VARIETY SHOWS 
“Stork Club” (15 minutes) 13,750 
(for thrice weekly) 
“Ben Blue Show” (Half-hour) ........csceee% 15,000 
“Bert Lahr Show” (Half-hour) .......ccccces 17,620 
“Prize Performance” 
(with Cedric Adams—half-hour ........... 9,450 
“Sing It Again” (Hour) 4.900 
(for 15 minutes, includes theatre) 


“Garry Moore Show” (Half-hour) 


QUIZ SHOWS 


“Garry Moore Show” 
3eat the Clock” (Half-hour) 
“We Take Your Word” (Half-hour 


“Winner Take All” (Half-hour) 


MISCELLANEOUS _ 
(News) (15 minutes) 


“Week In Review” 
“In First Person” (15 minutes) 
Capitol Cloak Room” (Half-hour 
“Football Film Program” (Half-ho 
“Opera a TV Theatre” (Hour) 





(15 muamutes) .2...60% 


16,250 (five weekly) 
3,250 (per night) 
8,425 (five weekly) 
1,685 (per night) 


Lewes 5,025 
ma ves ee 
. _ 4,550 


650 
iene oct 675 
rrr ee 1,975 
dena aparacees 3,2t0 
«ae 000— 








CBS Pushing Roster of 25 Shows: 


Wide Range of Sizes, Prices, Formats 


CBS television, now that it’s in¢ 
a position to push its own house 
packages to prospective clients, has 
lined up a string of over 25 pos- 
sibilities, ranging from 15-minute 
political interview programs to 
hour-long dramatic shows’ and 
vaudeo productions. While moi 
of them have been given on-the-air 
showcasings from time to time, all 
have been kinescoped for agency 
and sponsor auditioning. 

Scanning of the asking prices be- 
ing asked by CBS for the packages 
reveals the web has held the line 
as far as TV production costs are 
concerned. Average gross talent 
and production budgets are about 
the same as similar shows cost last 
year. Web salesmen, in addition, 
reportedly are emphasizing to in- 
terested clients that CBS is not 
out to make a profit on the pack- 
ages but will take its earnings from 
the time sales involved. 

Hour-long dramatic program, for 
example, such as “Sure As Fate,” 
is listed at $16,400, while a half- 
hour dramatic show, such as Wyllis 
Cooper's “Stage 13,” is up for sale 
at $8,060. Half-hour variety show, 
such as the Ben Blue program, is 
being offered at $15,000, while a 
half-hour weekly strip show, such 
as the Garry Moore program, is of- 
fered at $16,250 on an across-the- 
board basis, or $3,250 per day. 
Half-hour film program, such as 
CBS’ projected weekly’ college 
football roundup which is to be 

(Continued on page 35) 


ABC-TV in Chi 
Studio Expansion 


Chicago, July 18. 

ABC’s Chi operation set itself 
for an expanded fall net and local 
tele schedule with the leasing Mon- 
day (17) of additional studio space 
in the Daily News Building. Two- ' 
year lease for two and a half 
floors in the News building former- 
lv occupied by WGN-TV ends, for 
the time being at least, ABC’s hunt 
for video elbow room here. 

Web rental starts Aug. 1 with 
new studios expected to be in use 
by Sept. 15. Included in the lease 
are two studio areas, one 33x43 
and the other 34x46 feet. New 
space, coupled with present quar- 
ters in the Civic Opera Building, 
is likely to be more than enough 
when the heavy fall schedule gets 
under way. 

Chi ABC veepee John Norton re- 

(Continued on page 34) 











Carolyn Burke 
(NBC-TV Producer of Educational 
Programming) 
tells why 
Television’s For, 
Not Against Children 

* 


* * 


an interesting editorial feature in 
the upcoming 
Sth Annual 
Radio-TV Review and 
Preview Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Out Next VW eek 











Chi Dept. Stores 


Finally Recognize 


TV a Good Bet 


Chicago, July 18. 

Major Chi department stores. 
which for the most part have here- 
tofore moved slowly toward the 
adoption of television for advertis- 
ing purposes, are showing signs of 
hitting the new medium with .a 
rush, come fall. After closely eyve- 
ing the video sales impact and in 
one or two cases making tentative 
entries, store ad chiefs have pretty 
generally made up their minds 
that it’s time to get aboard. 

When the retailers’ tele plunge 
gains momentum, as it’s expecied 
to do this fall and winter, video 


| expenditures are likely to greatly 
/ exceed current and past radio coin. 


Chi AM outiets down through the 
vears, with a few exceptions, failed 
to grab a sizable proportion of the 
retailers’ ad dollar, most of it go- 
ing to newspapers. Tele staticns, 
(Continued on page 32) 


Carrillo Emcees ‘Ranch’ 





Hollywood, July 18. 
Leo Carrillo has been set by 
William Morris to emcee the 


KLAC-TV “Dude Ranch Varieties” 
show. Program has been sold to 
the Kaiser-Frazer dealers for $1,- 
600 week.y, time and talent. 
Carrillo will get $250 weekly for 
the chore. Also on the program 
are Jane Frazee, Randy Brooks and 
the Plainsmen. Joe Landis will 


‘direct. 


ial 
al 


Present shortage of story 





prop- 


_ erties for television, which produc- 


tion execs agree may become des- 
perate in view of the number of 
new dramatic shows scheduled for 
launching in the fall, could be 
solved if producers would increase 
writers’ pay and encourage more 
orginal stories. That’s the opinion 


.of Maeve Southgate, who resigned 


this week as NBC-TV story editor 
to open her own consulting service 
on story properties to agencies, 
sponsors and networks: 

Script is more important to TV 
than to any other medium, Miss 
Southgate said. If a story is good, 
she declared, the show can hold 
audience attention even if produc- 
tion, direction and lighting are bad. 
Experience has proved that the 
converse is not true. Yet, she de- 
clared, while everybody complains 
about the shortage of good scripts, 
when it comes to producing a show, 
the writer is usually paid less than 
any of the other contributors to the 
program. 

Miss Southgate worked as an edi- 
tor in Paramount’s homeoftice 
story department for 11 vears be- 
fore joining NBC. Based on her 
experience with the web during the 
last vear, she said too many scripts 
submitted to her “lack the neces- 
sary beginning, middle and end.” 
In addition, she maintained that a 
good story is good for any medium 
and that the necessity for_a writer 
to learn a special technique for 
video “is not the bugaboo it’s made 
out to be.” An observant scripter, 
she said, can learn whatever he 
should know about the technique 
by sitting in on the dry rehearsals 


for his show. 

Underlining her contention of 
the importance of stories to TV, 
Miss Southgate pointed out that 


other media have advantages which 
can cover up for a weak script. 
Motion pictures’ large screen, for 
example, can provide 


action, etc., to divert the audience, 
while in radio a fair script can get 
by on the mental images it evokes 
in listeners and on the usual musi- 
cal bridges. Attraction of live ac- 


tors on the legit stage can cover | 


up for a weak play. 
part, can provide a 


TV, for 
‘“oveater 


its 


the viewer,” Miss Southgate said, 
“and it’s also possible to portray 
deeper characterizations more 
quickly in TV. But these unique 
advantages can only be brought out 
if the story is good.” 

In her new consultant service, 
Miss Southgate hopes not only te 
minimize the present script short- 
age but to save agencies, sponsors 
and networks the thousands of dol- 
lars which she claims is now 
wasted in a search for good scripts 
in each 13-week cycle of a show. 
She would line up the writers and 
work with them on a script until it 
is completed. For any possible last- 
minute rewrite job, the scripter 
would follow the show through dry 
and camera rehearsals. 

In her editorial consultant 
pacity, Miss Southgate hopes to be 


able to avoid some of the pitfalls | 


that writers usually fall into by 
consulting with producers of each 


show before the format is finalized. | 


“I think it is possible to save them 
not only money,” she said, “but 
also their headaches and ulcers.” 


ILKA CHASE TV SHOW 
CANCELLED BY AYER 


Harriet Hubbard Ayer 
cided to drop “Glamor-Go-Round,” 
the 15-minute Ilka Chase starrer, 
at the close of its current cvcle 
rather than move it to a new time 





slot when Lever Bros. takes over | 


the present period in the fall. Last 
stanza will t aired Aug. 40. 
Show is now broadcast Thursday 
nights from 9:30 to 9:45, but Lev- 
ers has taken over the 9:30 to 10 


period for its “Big Town” show. 


‘Harriet Hubbard Ayer is also a 
‘Lever subsidiary. 


sufficient | 
‘ background in the way of scenery, 


im- | 
mediacy of emotional impact with | 


Ca- | 


has de-, 








Frank M. Folsom 


President of RCA 


* - * 
an editorial feature in the 


5th Annual 
Radio-TV Review and 
Preview Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Out Next Week 


ABC-TV Gen. Mills 
Deal Ups List Of 
New Clients to 18 


Problem of clearing stations still 
hasn't stalled ABC-TV’s pacting of 
additional sponsors for the fall 
season, with the web having inked 
General Mills to back another 
show. GM, which already backs 
the “Lone Ranger’ vidpic series, 
has bought the 7:30 p.m. half hour 
period on Saturday evenings, via 
Dancer - Fitzgerald - Sample and 
Knox-Reeves. Stanza is still un- 
decided, backer having narrowed 
down the choice to a show featur- 
ing Stuart Erwin and his wife and 
a Masterson-Reddy-Nelson  pack- 
age, “Live Like a Millionaire.” 

Deal brings the number of new 
advertisers signed for autumn to 











18. including Bendix, Hudson, 
Dodge, Philco, Schlitz, Chrysler,’ 
Sun Oil, Procter & Gamble, Best 


| Foods, American Dairy Assn., Gen- 
eral Shoe, Ironrite, Green Giant 
(Minnesota Canning), Arthur Mur- 
ray, Gruen Watch, Pharma-Craft 
and American Safety Razor (latter 
| two alternating on “Sugar Bowl’’): 
Interesting point is the net's 
| concentration of automotive bank- 
rollers, with Hudson, Dodge, 
Chrysler and Packard all backing 
| stanzas and another motor account 
near the inking stage. 





Friedman, Barstow On 
Cantor-Allen TV Series; 


Former’s 26 Concerts 


Charles Friedman will be Eddie 
Cantor’s general production head 
on the comedian’s NBC once- 
| monthly television series, which he | 
| will originate from New York. 
| Dick Barstow will stage the dances 
and there will be a permanent line | 
, of six boys and six girls who may 
get extended solo opportunities as 
they develop. Same duo will of- 
ficiate also on Fred Allen’s pack- 
|age. Idea is for two other come- 
dians to sandwich between Can- 
tor and Allen. 

Cantor, who just got back from | 
a trip.to Paris—with a three-week | 
detour to Israel, for whom he has 
been doing an intensive fund-' 
raising job in the U. S.—will do 
his TV work from New York, criss- 
| crossing the country from his Bev- | 
erly Hills and Palm Springs homes. | 

' Some trade reports had it that he | 
and Ida (Mrs. Cantor) were giving 
up their permanent Coast resi- 
dence, particularly in view of the 
five daughters having their own 
marital and/or other interests. 
Janet Cantor, recently married, 
,;and Marilyn Cantor, comedienne, | 
have always preferred their own | 
apartments in N. Y. The Cantors 
sold their big house in Bevhills for | 
$75.000 but will move into a 
smaller house nearby. 

Cantor will inte sperse his TV) 
work with 26 one-man shows, a la. 
the concert he did at Carnegie! 

(Continued on page 32) 
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TER PAY PAY CAN Truman Speech May Hold Key To 
VF CHNATARES Korean War's Effect on TV Industry 


+ Television to date has suffered 

Television’s Soaring ‘little or no ill effects from the 
: outbreak of hostilities in Korea. 

Popularity Because of the close relationship 

gets « critical and provecative between video and the electronics 
appraisal equipmen: necessary for war, how- 

by ever, the industry is anxiously 


twaiting President Truman’s sched- 
uled “fireside chat” tonight (Wed.), 
at whieh time he expected to 
announce Fow much plant mobili- 
zation will be necessary under the 
present crisis. 

What might happen if the Kore- 
an situation leads the U. S. into 
a third world fracas is anybodv's 
guess, but the consensus amdng TV 


is 





,Garden and St. 


| rights. 


industry execs is, that while TV 
might roll to a halt at its present 
stage of development, it will not be 
forced to shutter entirely, as it did 
during World War II. In Washing- 
ton it’s reported that the FCC 
might completely sidestep its plans 
to announce a color system at the 
end of Auzust and to lift the freeze 
on new: stations. An expanding 
war would keep the freeze on all 
along the line. 

In case of a general war, of 
course, it’s expected that the manu- 
facturing end of the business would 
turn its facilities over entirely to 
production of radar and other war 
materiel. That would mean not 
only-that no new stations would 

(Continued on page 32) 


Hassle on Garden 
Boxing at End 


the 





NBC and 
Razor Corp. were iygsured of a 
continued pickup of boxing 
matches from Madison Sq. Garden, 
N. Y., next fall when the N. Y. 
Boxing Managers Guild and the 
International Boxing Club last 
week settled their hassle over the 
share to boxers of the radio-TV 
fees. New pact guarantees each 
main eventer $2,250 from each of 
55 cards to be promoted at the 
Nicholas Arena, 


Gillette Safety 


a 

Boxers last year received $1,000 
each as their share of the moncy 
paid by NBC and Gillette for TV 
New. contract also calls 
for the fighters to have the choice 
of taking 25°% of the night's broad- 
cast receipts if that share _ is 
greater than the $4.500 guarantee. 
Percentage cut could be more if 
the Garden and IBC receive more 
for rights this year than the 
$17,000 for each Friday night card 
they received in 1949. - 

Two factions also agreed that 
kinescope recordings of the fights 
are permissible but thai the kine 


cannot be shown until 72 hours 
after the fight is held. In addi- 


tion, no kine can be shown in a 
city on a night when a live fight 
is being staged and each print can 
be shown only once in ¢ach city. 


EMERSON, COMO SPLIT 
NEW 2-SPONSOR STRIP 


Perry Como and Faye Emerson 
will divide the 7:45 to 8 p.m. strip 
Monday through Saturday on CBS- 
TV in a two-way sponsorship par- 
lay. 

On Tuesdays, Thursdays 
Saturdays, Como takes over the 
time for Chesterfield. Pepsi-Cola 
has bought Miss Emerson for the 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
segments. 


Bendix Buys ABC Show 


Chicago, July 18. 

- ABC wrapped up another bank- 
roller for its fall splurge with the 
pacting last week of Bendix Home 
Appliances, Inc., to sponsor video 
version of “Chance of a Lifetime” 
in Wednesday night 7:30-8 slot. 
Audience participation show to be 
emceed by John Reed King, who 
also emcees radio version, will bow 
Sept. 6 from New York. 

Deal was handled by Tatham- 
Laird, Chi agency. 





and 
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BALLET THEATRE 

(“Giselle”) 

With Nora Kaye, 
vitch, Diana Adams, Mary Burr; 
Dimitri Romanoff, Edward Caton, 
Norma Vance, Holland Stouden- 
mire; Ben Grauer, announcer; 


NBC orchestra directed by Max 


Goberman 


Producer-director: Garry Simpson 
Technical. director: Don Pike 
Choreography: Anton Dolin 

60 Mins.; Sun. (16), 9 p.m. 
Sustatining 

NBC-TY, from New York 

Television to date has been sin- 
gularly successful in its occasional 
excursions into the longhair 
branches of the arts. The NBC 
Symphony-Arturo Toscanini con- 
certs; the NBC and CBS operatic 
ventures; such Shakespearean 
adaptations as “Julius Caesar’— 
these have been notable triumphs 
for video. 

Add to the list 
night’s (16) Ballet Theatre _per- 
formance of “Giselle” on NBC. 
Here, in fact, was a stunning per- 
formance, the TV adaptation com- 
ing off with a aplomb comparable 
to a Met production. 

It’s difficult to single out for 
credit any particular person for 
Sunday night’s achievement. For 
any fine ballet performance is the 
result of a perfect integration of 
artists in many fields. Yet a TV 
ballet performance needs the added 
dimension of a fine technical assist. 
And this it certainly received in 
the “Giselle” videocast. If any- 
thing, here was ballet not only 
transferred from the stage to the 
TV screen, but adapted with full 
cognizance of the new medium, 

Practically overcoming the pre- 
vious inadequacies of the cameras 
when dance numbers were first at- 
tempted on television, the range of 
the cameras in this performance 
was controlled with a sensitivity 
and precision that matched the 
dances themselves. 


Although a full hour in length, 
this TV performance of “Giselle” 
held interest without any straip. 
Endowed with two of the fineSt 
dancers in American ballet, Nora 


last Sunday 


Kaye and Igor Youskevitch, and | 


ably supported by the ensemble, 
the staging, costuming and music all 
adequately complemented, the pre- 
miere dancers. There’s little doubt 
that the choreography by Anton 
Dolin was less inspired and slow in 
the second act. dance of the phan- 
toms, and TV once more was han- 
dicapped by its inability to project 
a darkened stage (as in the macabre 
graveyard scene), but these were 
minor flaws in the overall produc- 
tion. 

The Ben Grauer story narration, 
with its simple yet effective visual 
background, was quite superior to 
any program notes that the usual 
balletgoer receives, and was all 
done in finely moderated style. 

“Giselle” must assuredly have 
been equally exciting viewing both 
to the balletomane or a novice to 
the art. Rose. 





SIDE BY SIDE 

With Ruth ‘and Cliff Gillette; 
guests 

Produeer-Director: Bill Robb 

30 Min., Thurs., 7 p.m. 


Sustaining 
KEYL, San Antonio 
A new summertime _ telecast 


which should find favor with local 
viewers is this one featuring Cliff 


Gillette, local orchestra leader and_ 


pianist, and his wife, Ruth, who 
is also featured vocalist with the 


band. Pair offer a wide variety of 
songs, both in solo and duet, plus 
a piano solo and guests stars. In 
addition there is an audience par- 
ticipation portion which should 


also draw the viewers. 


Midway in the program, an in- 
vitation is extended to the viewers 
to call in to the outlet and tHe 
phone is answered by Miss Gillette. 
Callers are invited to give Gillette 
the titles of the favorite tunes for 
him to play, if they stump him, 
they are awarded an album of popu- 


lar records. 


Duo make a very entertaining 
pair although Gillette was at a 
loss for words in his introductions 
As he gets a few more 
airings under his belt he should 
The informality of 
the pair also lends itself well to 


at times. 
find his stride. 


the show. 


Miss Gillete has a pleasing per- 
sonality and can sell a song well. 
This is evidenced by her person- 
ality and charm before the cam- 
Her voice range is easy on 
the ears and she can handle any 
Music on the 
telecast is well selected and ranges 
from’ modern hit tunes to several 
old favorites in new arrangements. 

Settings are simple a — | works in the “Cholly Knickerbock- | throaty voice. Kolmar is surprising- 

nat- 
urally is the old song, “Side by| American, is humorist Arthur 


eras. 


type song with ease. 


angles are effective. 


Side.” Andy. 


Igor Youske-| 


ROBERT Q. LEWIS SHOW | RENDEZVOUS WITH MUSIC 


With Mac Murray, Pat Lytell, Nat With Carol Reed, Dan Galiagher, 


Rosemary Bangham, Andy Mc- 
Cann, Mary Jane Bone, Tommy 
Johnson, Teddy Katz, Tony De- 
Simone Trio 

Producer: Gallagher 

Director: Ben Squires 

30 Mins.; Tues., 9 p.m. 


Cantor; George Wright trio 
Producer-director: Fred Rickey 
Writers: Roy Allen, Bob Cone 
15 Mins.; Sun., 9 p.m. 
ARNOLD BAKERS 
CBS-TV, from N. Y. 

(Benton & Bowles) 





: - Sustaining 
CBS comic Robert Q. Lewis ap- 4, , , p 
parently is trying to match the | NBC-TV, from Philadelphia ; 
_weekly broadcast hours of Arthur| .NBC-TV _ still experimenting 


| Godfrey. Besides his own radio, With its summer schedule, has gone 
/and TV shows, he takes over next to Philaediphia for “Rendezvous 
-week as summer replacement for | With Music,” feeding the show to 


CBS-TV ‘Sneaks’ NBC's Groucho 


Although Groucho Marx has been set by his radio sponsor, 
DeSoto-Plymouth, for an hour video series on NBC next fall, it 
remained for CBS to “sneak” the comic on TV Monday night (17). 
(Deal had been set some time back whiie Marx was still riding the 
Columbia colors.) 

Guesting on CBS’ 15-minute “Parade of Stars” show sponsored 
by Popsicle, Groucho took over the stanza for a video version of 
his AM quiz program, capsuling the question-and-answer byplay 
to permit for three participants. As TV fare it was disappointing, 
representing little more than a filmed pickup of the Marxian radio 


Godfrey on the latter’s ayem pro- 
gram and Sunday night (16) he 
teed off a second weekly video 
airer. Maybe Lewis should stop to 
consider that too much of even 
a good thing can be overdone. 

New “Robert Q. Lewis Show,” 
judging from the preem, is a mild 
satire on the quarter-hour chit- 
chat formats popularized by Faye 
Emerson and Wendy Barrie. That 
format, however, didn’t fit Lewis 
too well. Show was overloaded with 
his typical zanyisms, all played 
strictly deadpan. Much of the 
material was clever and some of it 
was probably pitched over the 
heads of the average viewer. But 
it’s the kind of stuff at best that 
requires a studio audience and it’s 
doubtful that viewers, sitting in 
the intimate atmosphere of their 
living rooms, got too many 
chuckles. 

Lewis handled himself well on 
the preem, despite the apparent 
discomfort of a misplaced sacroiliac 
which he explained he got during 
the show’s rehearsal. He inter- 
viewed guests, such as Mac Murray, 
who ate candy wrappers, bow ties 
and everything in sight; midget 
Pat Lytell, whom Lewis introduced 


as his producer-director, Fred 
Rickey, and the George Wright 
trio, billed as the “132d Field 


Artillery Band.” Some of the gags 
were obviously too cute. 
Comedian did a neat job on the 
Arnold Bread commercials. Show 
replaces the Faye Emerson stanza 
and will probably be moved into a 
different time slot when the Fred 
Waring program returns in the fall 
to the Sunday night 9 to 10 —- 
Stal. | 


THE SHOW KIDS 
With Bill Bailey, emcee 
Producers: Shep Chartoc, Don Cole 
Director: Bill Taylor 
60 Mins.; Sun., 11:30 a.m. 
MRS. KLEIN’S POTATO CHIPS 
WBKB, Chicago 

“The Show Kids” is another va- 
riation of amateur show theme. 
This time the tyros are under 13 
years old with the switch that the 
| moms or pops instead of the kids 
are interviewed before the turns. 
The idea might have seemed good 
on paper but the combination of 
the proud parent and weakly tal- 
ented youngsters made the show 
‘caught (16) more embarrassing than 
entertaining for the most part. De- 
spite of the essential cuteness of the 
tots, video demands more than a, 
| grammar school parents’ day show. 

~—meee Bill Bailey, working with 
parents who in the main were less 
poised than their offsprings, dis- 
| played an easy manner and gave 
;the session its sole professional 
| touch. 





Tele Followup 











Two new CBS teevee packages 
seem to be finding their stride— 


| Participating 


the net from Philly’s WPTZ. But 
show has little to offer except a 


quips. 


From an audio standpoint, it packed the same qualitative 


laugh payoffs as the AM show, but visually it added nothing. 





commendable idea, in that pro- 
ducer Dan Gallagher was evidently | 
attempting to evolve a new format | 
for vaudeo productions. Such ideas, | 
though, need talent and imagina- | 
tion and “Rendezvous” showed 
little of either. 


Gallagher evidently had NBC- 


TV's “Cameo Theatre” in mind, 
since his idea basically involves 
spotting the talent against dark | 


backdrops on a stage without sets. | 
Special lighting by Carl Wegger, | 
Jr., helped the “vaudeo-in-the 
round” illusion, but that’s as far as 
it went. Because of the amateurish 
talent and production, the lack of 
sets gave evidence more of a tiny 
budget than of a new format. 

Carol Reed, as emcee, was bur- 
dened with some cloyish lines 
which fell far short of their at- 
tempt to estbalish intimacy, but 
she did okay in the volacizing de- 
partment, along with Gallagher. 
Rest of the acts seemed amateurish. 
Sole exception was the Tony De- 
Simone trio, which scored with a 
couple of instrumental turns and 
backed the other talent capably. 
Ben Squires’ direction and camera 
supervision were okay. 

Gallagher’s idea might still be 
workable and it’s to be hoped that 
either WPTZ or the network gives 
him more money and better sur- 
rounding talent for another crack 


at it. Shal. 
MRS. AMERICA / 
With Walter Herlihy, Anne Russell; 


guests 
Producers: Sid Stern, Carol Skydel | 
Director: Leslie Gorall 
45 Mins.; Sat., 1 p.m. 


WJZ-TV, New York 

This World Video package, which 
occupies a segment in the “Market 
Melodies” period, provides an in- 
teresting 45 minutes for femme 
viewers. Although it was initially | 
a promotion for the Mrs. America | 
prelims which Palisades Park runs, | 
it integrates entertainment and hu- 
man interest features. 


Format has four fraus competing 
each week as candidates for the 
Mrs. New York title. The women | 
are well selected—as to looks, culi- 
nary ability and unusual hobbies | 
or talents. On the show caught 
Saturday (15) there were gals who 
made afghans and _ pocketbooks, | 
played the trumpet and painted. | 
Their gab with Walter Herlihy and | 
displays of their avocations were | 
well handled. Additionally, each | 
was given a problem—such as calle | 
ing up a dept. store complaint bu-| 
reau or teaching a son how to play 
baseball—which raised the airer 
out of the straight 
groove. Women were also lined up | 
for a sandwich-making handicap, | 
for an amusing, somewhat educa- 
tional routine. | 

Herlihy conducts the proceed- 
ings smoothly and without con- 
descension. Anne Russell does a 
slick job with the particinvating 
commerciads. Bril. 


| 


} 
| 


(13), producer-writer Nicholas Con- 


| tors to 


“Stork Club” and “Songs for Sale.” | 

Ever at ease, Peter Lind Hayes and | 

Mary Healy are pacing that class VISITS WITH SPA SUMMER 
bistro’s thrice-weekly, quarter-| THEATRE PLAYERS 

‘hours suavely; boniface Sher:nan With Howard Reig, Guests 
Billingsley of the boite is even 10 Mins.; Thurs., 4:45 p.m. 

more relaxed, even unto losing Sustaining 

that hair-piece, which wasn't nec- WRGB-TV, Schenectady 

essary in the first place. Ingredi-| Video tieup which John Hunting- 
ents are a natural because of the ton has effected for three years 
famed glamor of this nitery. 'between his Saratoga Summer 
| “Songs” certainly evidences Jan | Theatre and WRGB is one of the 
Murray’s facility as an important | few, probably, promoting a straw- 
video comedian. He has ease, hat. This season it takes the form | 
charm, poise, personality and taste. of interviews between Howard 
He is wise in going along with the Reig, WRGB staffer, visiting stars 
amateur songwriters in the “in-| and regular company personnel. 
terview” portions, eschewing ob-| First shot—of 15-minute length— 
vious opportunities for toppers, brought Diana Barrymore, guesting 
saving these to bounce off the more in “Light Up the Sky,” and Klaus 
professional panelists. Nick Kenny, Kolmar, publicity director, on 
Joan Whitney, Joe Bushkin and camera. The second *presented 
Barry Gray handled themselves Leonore Lonergan, one of the 
even better than the’ initial quar-| principals in the package, “Gay 
tet who were all good...“We, the | Divorcee,” and Kolmar. 

People” was distinguished by Atra| Stanzas are frankly promotional 
Baer and her husband, Martin Kal- | and as such avoid critical and con- 
manoff, appearing on the simulcast |troversial angles. They do give 
*to accept a $1,000 Robert Merrill | viewers an opportunity to see and 
contest award for an original one- hear “names.” The Barrymore 
act opera “wherein, for once, the | block had more flair and fire, the 
barytone isn’t the villian; usually | uninhibited young lady speaking 
the tenor gets the girl,” as Merrill ;her mind directly and unequivo- 
| well put it. In usual fetching style | cally. Miss Lonergan talked gra- 
| he warbled one of the arias from | ciously about “Divorcee” and her 
| the original opera. Miss Baer, who | stage career, in a characteristically 


er” dept. of the N. Y. Journal-|ly photogenic; his accent is quite 


marked. Reig handled the inter- 
views well, Jaco, 





(Bugs) Baer’s daughter, 


It’s obvious that the projected hour-long NBC video show will 
have to embrace the Marxian zanyisms of films and stage (with 


perhaps the quiz format as a supplementary insert). 


TV requires 


more than those rapidfire ad libs, despite their sock reaction as an 


audio attraction. 


right format for him. 


For a quarter of a century Groucho has demon- 
strated his visual animations. It’ 


s a cinch that TV will evolve the 
Rose. 





> 





THEY LIVE IN BROOKLYN 

With Dino Terranova, August Ci- 
olli, Richard Seff, Aristide Sigis- 
mondi, Lorna Lynn, Nino Rug- 
gieri, Lionel Wilson 

Producer-writer: Nicholas Consen- 
tino 


Director: Robert McCahon 


Asst. Director: Don Garfein 
30 Mins.;: Thunrs., 8:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WPIX, N. Y. 

A serialized story about a middle- 
class Italian-American family, 
WPIX’s “They Live in Brooklyn” | 
obviously calls for comparison with | 
such other family-nationality shows | 
as “Goldbergs” and “Mama.” This 
one stands up well in comparison. 
With a fair script and a cast of 
competent actors recruited mostly 
from the Italian-language stage, the 
show should grab its share of view- | 
ers, from among the Italian as well | 
as non-Italian public. 


Judging from the stanza caught 


sentino apparently doesn’t try to 
inject too much plot into his half- 
hour of airtime, which is all to the 
good. By sublimating the story 
line to the delineation of charac- | 
ters, Consentino permitted the ac-| 
establish themselves in 
their roles, which is the value of a} 
show of this type. Cast, incidental- | 
ly, is in the Italian-American stere- | 
otype both as to speech and man-| 
nerisms, but they handle their roles | 
adroitly enough to forestall any 
charges of minority discrimination. 


Last Thursday night’s (13) show 
was a simple tale about the father 
and his old crony, whom he hadn’t | 
seen for 15 years, trying to cook a 
romance between their son and | 
daughter, respectively. Plot was 
worked out amicably enough for a 
pleasant half-hour’s viewing. Dino | 
Terranova was fine as the father | 
and Augusta Ciolli, while a little | 
to® strident, was okay as the moth- | 
er. Richard Seff and Lorna Lynn 
scored as the son and daughter 
and Nino Ruggieri turned in a nice | 
job as the old friend. Lionel Wil- | 
son, as the son’s buddy, and Aris- | 
tide Sigismondi, as a_ neighbor, 
rounded out the cast. | 


Porbably because of insufficent | 
camera rehearsal, the show lacked | 


ic stanzas but the production and | 
direction were competently han-| 
dled. Shal. | 
a | 
LANNY ROSS SHOW 
Director: Dick Sandwick 
15 Mins.; Mon., Wed., Fri., 7:45 p.m. | 
Sustaining 
DuMont, from New York 
Lanny Ross came over as poised 
and pleasant video personality on 
this stanza which subbed for Hazel 
Scott last week during her brief 
hiatus. On each of the telecasts 
Ross experimented with a different 
approach, that of the show catght 


Friday (14) being an _ interview- 
game format. 


After an introductory tune, Ross 
gabbed with toupee king Louis 
Fedder, while the latter demon- 
strated on a balding male model. 
It made an amusing. and warm in- 
terview, winding up with one of 
the hair-pieces apparently walking 
off the set by itself. Game segment 
consisted of the tenor’s warbling 
five tunes, initial letters of which 
spelled out an an acrostic word for 
home viewers to guess. Ross’ vo- 
calizing was polished and appeal- 
ing, and was given simple produc- 
tion aids—such as his cutting out 
a paper doll while doing the song 
of that title, with a statuesque gal 
sauntering by causing him to 
= his affection from the cut- 
out. 


Stanza would probably jell better 
with a more unified concept, 
instead of straddling the chatter 
and game formats in the limited 
15-minute period. Additionally, 
show would benefit from Ross’ 
spending more time in the singing 
dept. Bril. 





cloths and pan cleaners, is emceed 


DANNY O’NEIL AT HOME 


With O’Neil, Bud _ Greise, 
Rhodes; guests 


Preducers: Shep Chartoc, Don Cole 


Gus 


| 15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 6:30 p.m, 


GRAND CENTRAL MOTORS 
WGN-TV, Chicago 


(Gordon Best) 

It’s apparent from this and a few 
other car dealer sponsored shows 
appearing on the Chi scene that 
the dealers and agencies are learn- 
ing about showmanship. Faced 
with increasing competition in this 
four-station situation, a few of 
them have come to realize that it’s 
entertainment and not 15 minutes 
camera excursions around the ex- 
terior of a shiny new ear that’s 
needed to capture and hold an audi- 
ence. 


This cross-the-board strip built 
around singer Danny O'Neil will 
grab its share of the early evening 
viewers, with chances good that a 


,lot of them will make it a habit 


of visiting his “home” regularly. 
On show seen (13) visitors were 
treated to some nice thrushing by 
the host, some fairish interesting 
chatter with the guests and some 


| brief but effective remarks about 


sponsor's cars. Major strength of 
the session was O’Neil’s genial hos- 
pitality, which added a sincere note 
to the “home” theme. 


Regulars Bud Greise, pianist, and 
Gus Rhodes, O’Neil’s real-life 
chauffeur, work nicely in the ad lib 
session. Brief visit on this stanza 
with disk jockeys Jim Hamilton 
and Linn Burton added little, as 
the conversation was perhaps too 
tradey for home viewers. 


Live commercials done by O'Neil 
were especially effective and fitted 
well into the format. Good idea is 
the filmed lead-in and closer, which 
has host driving up to his house at 
start of show and chauffeur putting 
car away for the windup. Dave. 





SARATOGA RACEWAY 
With Howard Tupper, Roy Shudt, 
Howard De Freitas, others 


Producer: Bill Mulvey 
60 Mins.; Mon. 
Participating 


tete-a-tete the polish of some network dramat- WRGB-TV, Schenectady 


New program represents WRGB’s 
most ambitious pickup, telecasts 
originating at the Saratoga Spa 
trotting track. There may be some 


question whether public interest in 
harnéss racing is so widespread, 
but for summer video, the origina- 
tion carries a certain appeal. The 
hour is rather long and slow for 
viewers-not particularly concerned 
with trotters and pacers. Sport is 
not new to WRGB atidience, Gen- 
eral Electric outlet having taken 
the NBC telecasts by Clem Me- 
Carthy from the Roosevelt Race- 
way last summer. 


Show, sponsored on a participat- 
ing basis by Brown’s Beans, Sara- 
toga Vichy and Polly Brite dish, 
by Howard Tupper. Roy Shudt, 
who works the course public ad- 
dress system and likewise calls the 
races for radio stations, describes 
three events and participates in an 
interview. Howard De _ Freitas, 
track publicity director, teams with 
Tupper on background and inter- 
views with owners, drivers and 
officials. 

Tupper turns in an adequate job. 
De Freitas acquits himself cred- 
itably. Shudt, very sure in calling 
the races — p.a. system slightly 
distorts voice—came through nicely 
on interview caught. 


Each sponsor draws two lengthy 
plugs, plus a tabbing by Tupper. 
Howard Reig offers, from Schenec- 
tady studios, his familiar but ex- 
tremely convincing “track tout” 
plug for vichy water. Elaine 
Drooze, of WROW, Albany, com- 
petently handles off-screen spiels 
for beans and cloths. Former ties 
in substantial prize offers for gues- 
sing number of beans in jar. 

Jaco. 
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SDG Warns TV Directors Initiation 
Fee to Skyrocket Next Month 


Hollywood, July 18 
Screen Directors Guild of Amer- 
ica has sent a letter to all tele- 
vision direetors not holding or- 
ganization’s membership cards, in- 
forming them of two hazards that 
will be encountered unless they 

join the SDGA prior to Aug. 1 
This letter, signed by Philip 
300th, head of membership com- 
mittee of the SDGA, relates that 
all video directors may join the 
Guild for $10 initiation fee, plus 
one dollar monthly, until Aug. 1 


After this date, TV directors will 
be required to pay $600 initiation 
fee if they, at any time, join the 
Guild for the purpose of making 
television films, 

Letter states, “There will be no 
additional initiation fee for any 
member who joined prior to Aug. 
1 and who becomes a director of 
television films, but any second as- 
sistant director or any television 
director or assistant director who 
becomes a member of the Guild on 
or after Aug. 1 and who thereafter 
becomes a director of television 
films shall pay an additional initi- 
ation fee equal to the difference 
between the original fee paid by 
him and the sum of $600 which is 
the sum hereby fixed as the initi- 
ation tee for television film direc- 
tors effective on or after Aug. 1.” 

Second wafning the letter makes 
to these non-member. directors 
States. “our contracts with tele- 
vision film producers preclude any- 
one not a Guild member from di- 
recting such motion pictures for 
television release.” 


Nev. Last Lap 
In Nat! Chain 


Reno, July 18 

Twelve TV relay stations costing 
$1.000,000 will soon stretch across 
Nevada, as one of the last links of 
a transcontinental chain. The an- 
nouncement of the project; which 
is to be completed by Jan. 1, 1952, 
followed the FCC’s authorization 
of 535 microwave relay stations be- 





tween Omaha and San Francisco. 
Highest relay point will be Mt. 
Rose, which overlooks Reno. 


The circuit will make it possible 
for the east and west to see each 
other's video productions and for 
all the intermittent stations such 
as Reno, to catch the acts, too. 


KINGFISH (TIM MOORE) 
SET, A&A SET TO SHOOT 


Hollywood, July 18. 

“Amos ’n’ Andy” is finally ready 
for the television cameras. 

Tim Moore, an obscure name in 
clubs and niteries, will be rocketed 
to the best break of his career 
when he plays the Kingfish. That 
he has been approved by Freeman 
Gosden and Charles Correll, other- 

wise A&A, is like money in the 
bank. 

Neither Gosden nor Correll will 
take any part in the televersion of | 
other than supervising production. 


Dryer to London On 
Casting ‘Sherlock Holmes 


Sherman H. Dryer flies to Lon- 








’ 


don tomorrow ,(Thurs.) to make 
final selections of British actors 
for Dryer & Weenolsen’s “Sher- 
lock Holmes” vidpic series, which 


Starts production next week. 

While in England Dryer will 
launch lensing of the second series 
of “Shadows of the Mind” whodun- 
it vidpix. 


DET. STATION HIKES RATES 
Detroit, July 18. 

W.JIBK-TYV has increased its Class 

A rates from $600 to $800 an hour. 

The Class B rates remain at $400. 








— 


A. E. Duram 


(CBS-TV Market Research Counsel) 
posts a 


** W anted— 
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Wanger to Test 
For ABC With 


Lamour, Aladdin: 


Hollywood, July 18. 
ABC and Walter Wanger have 
struck a deal whereby the picture 














"1950, 


' Fact 


producer will turn out pilot films of | 
two series for television. One will | 


star Dorothy Lamour and the other 
a half-hour Aladdin fantasy. If net 
chiefs like the sample they’ll have 
him turn them out in batches of 13. 

ABC 
Wanger will set up production on 
the Roach lot. Wanger made the 
déal with Robert Kintner, ABC 
prez, on a recent trip east. He 
had been negotiating with CBS but 
it failed to come off. _ 





Music Libraries Also 
Important TY Adjunct; - 
Muzak Pacts 61 Outlets 


Despite tele’s 
elements, 
that music libraries are an impor- 
tant ingredient in programming. 
according to Richard Testut, gen- 
eval manager of Associated Pro- 

“gram Service. The Muzak subsid- 
iary has inked 61 of the country’s 
105 video stations. 

APS’ special TV library consists 
of 2,000 selections—all instrumen- 
tals, because vocal waxers can't 
easily be integrated into a visual 
medium. It includes special weath- 
er and time spot jingles, as well as 
fanfares, bridges and mood music 
that can be used for standby pro- 
grams, themes, sign-ons, etc. 

Outfit has prepared musical lead- 
ins for various types of sponsors, 
such as banks, auto dealers, appli- 
ance stores, beverages, etc., which 
can be used by local bankrollers. 


‘SING IT AGAIN’ GRABS 
ARRID AND STERLING 


With “Sing It Again” set to tee 
off Sept. 30 on a simulcast basis. 
CBS has already sold 45 minutes 
of the hour-long musical jackpot 
show. Arrid and Sterling Drug. the 
two sponsors who now bankroll! 
parts of the show on radio, pacted 
this week t« double up into TV. 

Show is to be aired Saturday 
nights from 10 to 11. Arrid will 
have the 10 to 10:15 segment. with 
Sterling picking up the tab from 
10:30 to 11. 


WOR-TV’s Brace of Sales 


WOR-TV. N. Y., this week 
wrapped up sales to Hickock belts 
and Quaker Oats. 

Quaker is buying the cross-the- 
board 6:45 p.m. “Time for Beany’ 
kinescoped puppet show, starting 








Station is giving advertisers who Aug. 8. Hickock is taking the half- 


sign up under the new rates a six 
months guarantee that their rates 
won't be upped. 


hour “Dinner at Sardi's,” which 
airs Wednesdays at 7:30 pm, er- 
fective Aug. 16. 


is supplying the coin and, 


emphasis on visual | 
TV outlets are finding | 


NBC, CBS ‘BATTLE OF REPLIES 





ANOTHER Bl BLAST Colleges Bracing at the TV Bit, 


IN TINT SCRAP 


Washington, July 18 
The NBC vs. CBS “Battle of Re- 
plies” over the color television is- 
sue flared up anew this week with 


the receipt by FCC Chairman 
Wayne Coy of a letter from Sam- 
uel I. Rosenman, counsel for CBS. 
which blasted RCA’s “reply” of 
last week as full of “irresponsible 
and inaccurate charges, gross dis- 
tortions of the record, half-truths 
and mis-citations.” In his letter, 
Rosenman calls on the FCC to 
“ignore this (RCA) document in its 
entirety.” 

RCA had charged last week that 
Columbia, in its color claim find- 
ings. was trying to be “clever,” 
was seeking its objective by “in- 
nuendo” and was attempting to 
give the impression that its system 
“has everything.” 

In his “reply to a reply” 
man wrote the FCC: 

“I am writing you in reference 

a document filed on July 10, 
by the Radio Corp. of Amer- 
ica and entitled ‘RCA Statement in 
Reply to Proposed Findings of 
and Conclusions.’ I request 
that the Commission ignore this 
document in its entirety for the 
fodowing reasons: 

‘As CBS pointed out in its ‘Re- 
ply.’ filed July 10, 1950, RCA ut- 
terly ignored the Commission’s re- 
quirements of May 10 in its fail- 
ure to make complete findings con- 
cerning CBS. The irresponsible 
and unfair strategy of RCA’s in- 
complete ‘findings’ has now been 
made clear by its July 10 ‘state- 
ment.’ 

“The latter document, purport- 
ing to use the original CBS pro- 
posed findings as an excuse, is 200 
pages in length, as compared with 
the 85 pages of RCA’s original 
‘proposed findings.’ There is an 
enormous amount of new as dis- 
tinguished from, rebuttal material 
in the RCA ‘reply,’ purporting not 
only to relate to every aspect of 
the CBS system, but to Columbia’s 
motives and its good faith, and the 
credibility of its witnesses. Little. 
if any, of this material was includ- 
ed in RCA’s original ‘proposed 
findings.’ All of this despite the 
fact that RCA itself contends that 
there was nothing in the CBS find- 
ings that was not indicated in the 
record, (See the first sentence of 
RCA’s statement: ‘The theme of 

(Continued on page 34) 


WEBSTER CIGARS BUYS 
WPIX GARDEN SPORTS 


Webster Cigars will co-sponsor 
half of the 120 Madison Square 
Garden sports events to be tele- 
vised this year over WPIX. The 
co-sponsor with Webster 
yet been signed. The other 60 
events will be fully sponsored by 
Local Chevrolet Dealers, Inc. 


N. W. Avers & Sons placed the 
Webster contract last week. Chev- 
rolet Dealers pact had previously 
been signed through Campbell- 
Ewald Co. Telecast series tees off 
Oct. 15 with the first of six ses- 
sions of the rodeo. Station will 
televise hockey, basketball, rodeo, 
horse and dog shows and track 
meets. 


NBC Closes Deal For 
Center Theatre Takeover 


NBC last week closed a deal 
with Rockefeller Center to take 
over the Center Theatre for use as 
a television studio. Center is the 
third theatre taken over by the 
web for video purposes. 

While web has not _ indicated 
which shows will emanate from 
the theatre, it’s believed it will 
be used for variety shows. 

Center is part of Rockefeller 
Center. It’s been used in the past 
for ice shows, opera and ballet. 
NBC will alter house for video 
purposes at a cost estimated from 
$3,000,000 to $6,000,000. 


Rosen- 


to 
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Mannie Manheim 


discusses 








Video Dermatitis 


* * * 
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Mpls. Viewers 


Beef Too Much 
Night Baseball’ 


Minneapolis, July 18. 

Local newspapers are publishing 
a flock of letters from readers com- 
plaining because during the home 
stands of the Minneapolis and St. 
Paul clubs, baseball monopolizes 
TV on both Twin City stations 
from 8 p.m. 
finished. KSTP 
vise all the Minneapolis and St. 
Paul home contests, respectively, 
excepting those on Sundays and 
holidays. 

It’s a problem for 
inasmuch as baseball is one of the 
best sources of income for them, 
with sponsors and other advertisers 
actually bidding for the time. The 
problem will be aggravated, too, in 
September when the coaxial cable 
sponsored shows start coming in 
and the demand for evening time 
greatly increases. 

Point has been made that the sit- 
uation emphasizes the need for 
more channels for the Twin Cities. 
However, none of the 10 radio sta- 
tions other than KSTP and WTCN 
contemplate any TV in the near fu- 
ture, as far as can be learned, even 





ing for FCC Okay on Channels 


Washington, July 18. 

If the war situation should cause 
the FCC to continue its freeze on 
television, the nation’s colleges, 
champing at the bit to get into 
video, are going to keep on wait- 
ing a while longer. 

Education, which has done 
siderable experimentation in the 
field of AM and FM radio and 
films, regards video as potentially 
head and shoulders above radio as 
a teaching medium. Chief stumb- 
ling block in the field is the cost 
of TV stations and their operation. 

Thus far, there is only one tele- 
vision station in the United States 
owned by an institution or school 
system. That is WOT, at Ames, 
Iowa, owned and operated by Iowa 
State College. lowa State also 


con- 


owns and operates non-commercial 


| other 


until the games are | 
and WTCN tele- | 


AM and FM 
The newer 
however, 
operation. 

This is apparently the pattern 
which will have to be followed by 
universities because of the 
|ecrushing financial burden of tele. 
'In fact it is done now with some 
university and college FM and AM 
| properties. No fewer than 11 AM 
and six FM educational broadcast 
stations are either partially or 
mainly commercial. 

Aside from Iowa State College, 
this is the picture on television: 

Michigan State College has $100.< 
000 salted away to build a station. 
Several other institutions, such as 
the Universities of Illinois, Wisdon- 

(Continued on page 34) 


broadcast stations. 
video outlet sells time, 
to help meet its cost of 





WNBQ Sets Pace 


both stations 


‘though more channels may be made | 


has not. 


available. 


CBS Expanding Moore’s 
Format as Godfrey Sub 





at the other three video 


On Chi Hikes 


Chicago, July 17. 

First of the expected television 
rate increases came last week with 
the release of WNBQ’s new rate 
card which goes into effect Aug. 1. 
An hour of Class A time on the 
Chi NBC o. and o. goes up from 
$750 to $1,000. Minute spots and 
station breaks were boosted from 
$125 to $200. 

WNBQ’s last rate card was is- 
sued Jan. 16 at which time tele set 
circulation in the Chi area was 
about 400,000. Number of sets now 
is estimated to be above 600,000. 

Rate rises are also in the works 
outlets. 
| WGN-TV is reportedly hoisting its 
_Class A time from $750 to $90 per 
| hour with spots going mg from $103 
| to $150, effective Oct. 





To Hypo TV Personality KE110GG HELPING IN 


In a bid to hypo the buildup of | 
Garry Moore as a TV Brtrwenie, Am 


CBS is expanding the format of his | 
present half-hour, cross-the-board | 


show to permit him to take over 


Arthur 
show. 

Moore, who is on the CBS roster 
of “commercial availablities,”’ 
currently slotted 7:30 to 8. He 
keeps the same time on Mondays, 


Godfrey's Chesterfield 


. Tuesdays, Thursday and Fridays. 


Moore moves into the Wednes- 
day hour starting Aug. 2, when 
Godfrey checks off for eight weeks, 
and returns under a new multiple- 


sponsor basis, with Chesterfield 
only keeping 30 minutes of the 
show. 





HARTMANS’ 2-YEAR 
TV PACT WITH MCA 


Paul and Grace Hartman signed 
a two-year television contract this 
week with the Music Corp. of 
America, with MCA now lining up 
a show for submission to net- 
works and agencies. Comedy-dance 
satirist team expect to concentrate 
on video following the close of 
their current Broadway revue, 
“Tickets, Please.” 

Hartmans had a half-hour situ- 
ation comedy series on NBC-TY 
last year. 


SCIENCE-FICTION CRAZE 


The science-fiction program craze 


| is sweeping from radio into TV. 
the full 8 to 9 hour on Wednesdays Kellogg, via Kenyon & Eckhardt 
as the summer replacement for | 


‘CBS whereby 


is | 


agency, has negotiated a deal with 
it takes over the 


6:45 to 7 p.m. strip on a three- 
times-a-week basis. In a bid for 
juve hudiences it will install a 


science-fiction series in the period. 
Show preems late in September. 


Ed & Pegeen to Expand 


Ed and Pegeen Fitzgerald. now 
airing Wednesday and_  Fridavs 
from 7:30-8 p.m. on WJZ-TV. N. Y., 
will get an hour cross-the-board at 
11 a.m. when the ABC-TV flagship 
goes seven-days-weekly in Septem- 
ber. They'll probably also get one 
evening period. 

One reason 





for the move. be- 


sides the growing commercial in- 


| terest in daytime 


video, is that the 
web has sold out the 7:30 p.m, 
strip. Additionally. the Fitzgeralds 
prefer to concentrate on daytime 
video in light of their tvpe of audi- 
ence and multi-sponsorships. Tele 
shows are in addition to the Mr.- 
and-Mrs. team’s morning AM strip 
on WJZ. They have gotten off the 
Saturday and Sunday morning 
stints, doing the breakfast patter, 
which they pioneered, only five 
days a week. 
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Pits Wx ted 





Anybody who either is a client or has one, knows how 
rarely a sales increase can be traced to any one 
cause—even the likeliest. Take Gabriel Heatter. Seldom 
in his long career as one of network radio’s top salesmen 
has he been given full credit for a single-handed sales 


success. Usually, other factors may have helped. 


Sales of a hair tonic soared 324% in four years —but 
Heatter carried only 65% of the advertising budget. 


An insurance company converted 95% of all Heatter-induced 





inquiries into policies— but they also got inquiries elsewhere. 


- 


Now it can be told... how Heatter lifts sales single-handed. 
“Let Sullivan, Stauffer, Colwell & Bayles tell it: 


“Sales on Noxzema Shave Cream are way up—around 
25x so far this year. This is one ‘success story’ | q 
you don’t have to share with anyone (except 


Dr. Bunting and his fine product). As you know, the 


, . 3 
only advertising on Noxzema Shave is Gabe Heatter.” ° 
‘There you have it—clean. A worthy product, six years on the (0d CdS | ] x 
market, gets advertised on no other medium but Mutual, by no 


other salesman but Heatter...and sales get lifted a solid 25%. 


Gabriel Heatter selis at 7:30-7:45 every weekday evening. | p (T] ' 


Mondays for Noxzema, other nights for other national 







manufacturers. And right now, there’s an immediate 





opportunity for Heatter to sell for you — an availability 


that’s worth your inquiry today. 


“8 Couldn't your product use an airlift, coast to coast? 


There's a Mutual man within reach of your phone or wire...now. 
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ADVANCE RELEASE 
(“Veices of Walter Schuman”) 
With chorus and orch conducted 
by Schuman; Don Wilson, an- 
nouncer 
Director: Robert Packham 
Writer: Frank Tashlin 
30 Mins., Thurs., 8:50 p.m. 
Sustaining 
NBC, from Hollywood 
NBC is presenting a neat idea In 
this series—an eight-program ses- 
varied airers 


sion previewing 

which the web hopes to put on as 
regular series in the fall. The 
eight-airer group will contain 
comedy shows, crime airers, pop 
musie sessions, ete. If the others 
are anything like the sample which 


preemed Thursday (13), the net has 


monev-making 


some attractive, 
programs up its sleeve. This one 
was a honey. 

“Voices of Walter Schuman” is 
a song program offered-by a group 
ot 32 male and femme singers. or- 
yanized and led by Schuman. a 
Coast choral arranger and cgn- 
ducto! Group consists of protes- 
sional singers who are obviously) 
well-trained, and who possess 


sterling voices. What makes them a 
standouts are the unusual vocal ar- 
rangements they use, the excel- 
lence of the assisting orchestra and 
the general freshness and original- 
it. of the approach to this pro- 
eram. These various factors com- 
bined for a most enjoyable half 
hour Thursday. 

Program had a cute intro. with 
the chorus, en masse, inquiring of 
announcer Don Wilson who he was. 
Dialog between chorus in toto and 
Wilson continued that way through- 
out the show, breezy ad amusing, 
although it seemed slightly over- 
done towards the close. Method of 
introducing the song numbers was 
also original. 

Program, which ran a 
course from church numbers 
spirituals to jazz tunes and 
boy ditties, had many clevei 
usual aspects. One was an 
rangement of the Scherzo trom 
Tchaikovsky’s Fourth Symphony, 
sung a cappella, without orches- 
tra, and with the chorus doing a 
vocalise, without words. Another 
was the rendition of the Russian 
church hymn, ‘“Hospodi Polmilui,”’ 


varied 
and 
cow- 
un- 
al- 


consisting of the two words re- 
peated constantly, rapidly, then in 
varving shades oft power and 


tempo. Group sang, the spiritual, 
*Rock of My Soul,” first straight, 
then in slightly swung version. It 
ovened with a medley built around 
the pop tune, “It’s a Most Unusual 


Dav,” and ended with a cowboy 
folk-cantata, “The Angel and Mr 
West.” 

The numbers were all engaging 
or moving. Final number was 
tragrant and appealing. if a little 
long and pretentious. Bron. 


COFFEE AT THE PLAZA 
With Al Sherman, Patricia Macoun, 

Cecil Willis, Scott Marshall, 

others 
Producer: Al Sherman 
30 Mins.: Wed., 5:15 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WCFM (FM), Washington, D. C. 

This half-hour over-the-coffee 
chatfest in the lounge of the town’s 
newest art theatre has possibilities 
o! attracting a good audience to 
Washington's co-op FM station and 
to the filmery it plugs. Certainly, 
the Capital is a gold mine for in- 
teresting personalities. such as 
Miss Macoun of the Canadian In- 
tormation Service, and Cecil Willis, 
director of the Cross Roads (straw- 
hat) theatre, who are drawn to me- 
tion pictures like “Gigi.” the 
French film shown at this particu- 
lar occasion. 

Al Sherman is on the right track 
in keeping the conversation on an 
informal level, but he overdoes it 
in allowing the talk to overlap. to 
the confusion of the listener. It is 
a mistake also for the moderator 
to inject himself too much in this 
tvpe of program, to the point where 
a principal guest is almost left out 
and has to be virtually recalled at 
the last minute. The “unexpected” 
guest angle‘is somewhat question- 
able. Scott Marshall of Hollywood 
Techniclor doesn’t just “happen” 
to drop by after seeing “Gigi” to 
throw in a plug for Natalie Kal- 
mus. It would be much better to 
teli the audience that it has been 
arranged for certain guests to join 
the party. 

This reviewer was a little puzzled 
by frequent remarks by the guests 
as to “how good” the coffee was. 
Perhaps radio commercials have 
come to make us suspicious of 
such remarks, unaccompanied by a 
brand name. At any rate, the com- 
ments regarding Brazil's chief ex- 
port seemed pointless and distract- 


ing and it would be so easy to 
point out that serving coffee to 


patrons is the way the Plaza shows 
hospitality to its customers. 
Choice of semi-classical records 
as interval music is good but it 
wouid have been better to have had 
live singing as the advance notices 
aiated. Juch, 


THERE’S MUSIC IN THE AIR 

With Al Goodman orch, Eileen 
Farrell, Hayes Gordon: ‘Hiram 
Sherman, narrator; Dan Mac- 
Connell, announcer 

Producer: James Fassett 

Director: Oliver Daniel 

Writer: Sherman 

60 Mins.; Tues., 10 p.m. 

Sustaining 

CBS, from New York 


Light summer listening is pro- 
vided by this melange of show and 


film tunes and commentary by 
Hiram Sherman. The one-hour) 
lineup spotlights Al Goodman's 


orch, with vocals by soprano Eileen 
Farrell and baritone Hayes Gordon. 
Program weuld be a pleasant one 


if not for one irritating factor— 
Sherman’s commentary. Unfortu- 
nately, his attempt at flippancy 
doesn’t quite come off. mainly 
through lack of material. On show 
caught, his narration was _ taped, 


and Sherman managed to get that 
fact in at least a half-dozen times. 
The few times he did give the back- 
ground to a song being played, 
makes a far better basis for com- 
mentary. 

Aside from this, the show was 
fine listening. The Goodman orch 


did an excellent job on _ instru- 
mental versions of tunes like a 
medley from “Kiss Me. Kate, 


“Dancing in the Dark,” “Tico Tico” 
and “Waltz in Swingtime.” Full 
violins, mellow brass, and topnotch 
arrangements made for fine rendi- 
tions of the show tunes. 

Miss Farrell handled the ballads 
nicely, doing an especially fine job 
on “September Song” and “What's 
the Use of Wonderin’.” Gordon's 
baritone was a bit weak in spots 
but was warm enough to carry the 


male singing chores. His best ef- 
fort was on “Long Ago and Far 
Away.” Pair teams up well on an 


excellent arrangement of ‘People 
Will Say We're in Love.” 

With some adjustment of the 
script, this show should emerge as 
a summertime favorite for listen- 
ers who like taseful renditions of 
popular standards. Chan. 





SONGS BY SHAW 
With Joan Shaw, Four Aces; 

Gordon, announcer 
Director: Steve White 
10 Mins.; Sat., 7:55 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WNEW, New York 

Previously limited 
and records, Joan Shaw makes her 
radio debut with this 10-minute 
spot. Miss Shaw is a low-register. 
husky-voiced singer who seems to 
feel it her duty to sing each song 
with her own interpretation of the 
melody. On basis of show caught 
(15), all she manages to do is tie 
herself up in interpretative knots. 

Chirp sang three songs, “I Cried 
for You,” “Don’t Take Your Love 
from Me” and “Deed I Do.” Only 
on the ballad, ‘Don’t Take Your 
Love,’ did she manage to catch 
some of the basic melody. and her 
rendition was routine at best. On 
the others, her voice was lively, 
but her prolonged and intentionally 
off-key notes made for unmelodic 
results. 

Backing by the Four Aces was 
good. Show ran smoothly, one 
number running quickly into next 
with short announcement of song 
backed by piano rambling. Bill 
Gordon's announcing was —- 

han, 


Bill 


to niteries 


THE WORLD AT MID-CENTURY 
With William Stearman, Arthur 
Mann, Michael Horton; Frank 

Waldecker, announcer 
Producer: Arthur Feldman 
30 Mins.; Sun. (16), 8 p.m. 
Sustaining 
MBS, from New York 

This was the first of three broad- 
casts supposed to give an analysis 
of the world at the half-way mark 
in the 20th Century. Stanza Sun- 
day (16) covered Europe, with 
succeeding airers to deal with the 
Americas and the Pacific. 

While there was a good deal of 
material offered, the handling was 
generally pedestrian, with unin- 
terrupted talk by three MBS over- 
seas correspondents. For the most 
part it was an uninspired catalog- 
sounding report, with little depth 
to the interpretations. Of the three 
stringers, Michael Horton rounded 
up the most interesting reportage, 
by virtue of fairly vivid descrip- 
tions of France today and the in- 
troduction of some human interest 


angles, 
Arthur Mann, speaking from 
London, described the Labor 


Party’s non-violent social revolu- 
tion and William Stearman, broad- 
casting from Viennay stressed the 
country’s improved economic situa- 
tion, and William Stearman, broad- 
was covered from New York by 
Frank Waldecker. Program needed 
a punchier approach as wet! as 
_ greater timeliness, Bril. 


a> 
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INNER SANCTUM 
(“No Rest for the Dead”) 

With Arnold Moss, Everett Sloane, 
Charlotte Holland, Gilbert Mack; 
Paul McGrath, host; John Hicks, 
announcer 

Producer-director: Himan 

Writer: Milton Lewis 


Brown 


'30 Mins.; Thurs. (13), 8:30 p.m. 


Sustaining 
ABC, from New York _ 
Complete with its familiar creak- 
ing-door intro, “Inner Sanctum 
has returned to the airwaves, this 
time on ABC. Under the aegis of 
Himan Brown, it’s still a smoothly 
produced entry that should attract 
devotees of mayhem and mystery. 
On the preem Thursday (13) the 
door opened on a Macbeth-like tale 
of a money-hungry gambler whose 
compulsive !ust for coin ensnares 
him and his wife in two killings 
(both committed within the first 
TO minutes) and eventually causes 
him to do his spouse in too. It 
was heavy on the gore—involving 
murder by strangling, bludgeoning 
and stabbing. And there was the 
pat ironic formula of the man who 
kills ruthlessly, only to learn that 
he could have gained his objective 
if he hadn't overreached himself. 
Nevertheless, the varn had sus- 
pense and a feeling of terror, which 
arose from the depiction of the 
killer as someone who will stop at 
nothing. This point, however, was 
hammered home a little too obvi- 
ously in spots. Cast gave the ve- 
hicle a good reading, with Arnold 
Moss starred as the implacable 
murderer and Everett Sloane as 
the “victim who returns from the 
dead.” The return, typically, was 
given both the natural and super- 
natural explanations, with the lis- 


tener having a choice of what to 
believe. 
Paul McGrath handled the role 


of cynical, macabre host well. His 
sardonic quips and ghoulish laugh 
make a good trademark and cut the 
mysteri6so gloom with some Hal- 
lowe’enish humor Bril. 


THE QUIET ANSWER 

With Fahev Flynn, narrator; Dave 
Moore; Frank Smith and WBBM 
orch 

Writer-producer: Perry Wolf 

30 Mins.; Mon., 8 p.m. 


Sustaining 
WBBM, Chicago 
Radio can do a bangup public 


service job when the need arises. 
Such a job is WBBM’s probing 
documentary on Chicago race re- 
lations—“The Quiet Answer.” 
Series is an expansion of a one- 
shot aired last February. Working 
under the go-ahead of Chi CBS 
topper Les Atlass, documentary 
unit made up of writer-producer 
Perry Wolff; public relations chief, 
Dave Moore, and narrator 
Flynn has come up with a hard-hit- 
ting discussion of the citwv’s racial 
problem. 
Most important. although show 


heard (10) was unusually frank, in- | 


telligent handling avoided danger- 
ous sensationalism. 
ple will be put out by candid air- 
ing of usually “‘hush-hush” topics, 
but a lot more will profit. 


Program, which dealt 


with Negro housing situation, was! 


built around taped reports culled 
from more than 100 hours of 
recordings gathered by the unit. 


They ranged from statements from | 


a member of the White Circle 
League, anti-Negro outfit. to one 
from Ralph Bunche of the United 
Nations. 

.Editorializing by scripter and 
narrator was kept at a minimum. 
It was the actual voices of the 
bigots, the “yes-butters,”’ a sociolo- 
gist and Dr. Bunche that told the 
story. To show the actual lack of 
knowledge about other racial 


groups, listeners were taken to the: 
homes of a white family living in) 


a mixed neighborhood. Caught in 
the recorded comments of the 


' family were the reluctance of al-. 


lowing colored neighbors to aitend 
the parish church and the infor- 
mation that Negroes “don't have 
any religion, anyway.” 

Showing further the darker side 
of the picture, a taped description 
of the white supremacy pholosophy 


of the White Circle League was! 


outlined 
against 
right, 


by a 


this 


member. 
view from the far 
1 the far left was given its 
inning with a discussion of the 
Marxist answer to race relations. 

After airing these approaches to 
the problem, described as the 
“noisy answers,” the last half of 
the documentary was given over 
to the constructive. or the “quiet 
answers.” Heard during this por- 
tion was a factual analysis of the 
Negro-white situation presented by 
a sociologist and Dr. Bunche’s long- 
range views. 

Recorded segments were effec- 
tively bridged by Frank Smith’s 
orchestrations. Show moved at a 
brisk pace and consistently main- 
tained a high-interest level. 

If remaining stanzas are as effec- 
tive as the preem. WBBM will 
again be in line for top awards in 
the documentary field. Dare, 


Then, 


Fahey | 


A lot of peo-, 


chiefly | 


/LEOPOLD STOKOWSKI SHOW 

With Stokowski; Jack Costello, an- 
nouncer 

Producer: Ted Cott 

Director: Lee Jones 

30 Mins., Tues. (11), 7:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WNBC, N. Y. 

Perhaps the most learned as well 
as provocative classical disk jockey 
in the world is on the air cur- 
rently for a four-week period, in 
Leopold Stokowski. The emjnent 
former conductor of the Philadel- 
phia Orchestra and N. Y. Phil- 
harmonic-Symphonv is doing a 
special series of four programs for 
WNBC N. Y.. featuring the mu- 
sic of Johann Sebastian Bach, on 
the 200th anniversary of Bach’s 
death. For longhairs generally, 
well as the intellectually Curious, 
the short series (judged by the 
opening (11) program) is a t! 

Stokowski has long been known 
for his peculiar affinity for Bach, 
and for some of the most lush, full- 
bodied orchestral arrangements 
ever made of the great composer's 
piano and organ pieces. Another 
side of Stoky is revealed in this 
series—an engrossing commentator 
and disk jock whose magic podium 
flair is duplicated over the ether. 

His slow, deliberate, simple de- 
livery, with its slightly foreign ac- 
cent (an always intriguing side of 
the British-born maestro), is sharp- 
ly effective here, as Stoky talks 
about the great Leipzig cantor and 
his works. He’s a good speaker, 
with an unusual appeal. bred as 
much bv his delivery as his reputa- 
tion. The comments are in plain, 
everyday speech, brief and to the 
point, and fresh rather than hack- 
neved in the material used. In a 
few well-chosen phrases, Stoky 
gives a word-picture of Bach that 
is refreshing as well as illuminat- 
ing. 

On the opener, he talked about 
Bach’s family, ancestors, personal 
habits and his music. He spoke 
briefly about the Toccata and 


as 


| Fugue in D Minor, and then played 


the work. To illuminate one side of 
Bach and his music, Stoky next of- 
fered the Aria from the D Major 


Suite; to illustrate another side, 
Stoky then presented a chorale 
from the Easter Cantata. All the 


recordings were Stoky’s own, with 


various orchestras he had led. us-, 


ing his own arrangements. Whole 
series is a feather in WNBC’s cap. 


sron, 
THE CALL BOARD 
With Norman Thomas, Dr. Angel- 
ica Balabanoff, Harry Fleisch- 


man, Aaron Levenstein, Al Her- 

ling; Kevin Kennedy, announcer 
Producer-director: Lou Frankel 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 9 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WFDR-FM, New York 

This half-hour stint. prepared 
by The Call Assn.. publishers of 
the Socialist Party organ. and pre- 
sented over the Intergational 
Ladies Garment Workers Union 
FM outlet, naturally takes a sub- 
, jective view 


of current news 
events and _ political philosophy. 
Nevertheless. with this in mind, 


| the listener will find an interesting 
series of discussions on the pro- 
gram. 

, Show is divided into two parts. 
For the first 15 minutes. a panel 
consisting of Harry Fleischman, 
editor of The Call, Aaron 
stein, am economist, and Al 
ling, research director of the 
Forced Labor Commission,  dis- 
cusses Current news, naturally re- 
flecting Socialist policy or their 
own views, which usually parallel 
the former anyway. Talk is never 
dull though, with the panel on 
| show caught discussing Korea. re- 
lation of housing to the national 
economy, public welfare plans of 
the Government 


Her- 


and political se- 
mantics. 
Second half of show features 
Socialist Party chieftain Norman 
Thomas, usually answering ques- 


tions on politics written into him.. 


_On occasion, though, he interviews 
some _ political presonality. On 
show caught, he interviewed Dr. 
Angelica Balabanoff, who turned 
from Communism to Socialism in 
1921, after serving as secretary of 
| the Third Internationale under Len- 
in and Trotsky. Dr. Balabanoff had 
just been detained without ex- 
planation at Ellis Island after ar- 
riving from Italy for a visit- and 
Thomas angled his questions on 
the details of her detention. He 
also had her describe her break 
with the Communists and Italy's 
position in postwar Europe. 
Taken in its whole, the program 
is adult and serious. The political- 
ly-minded listener who remains 
aware that it is essentially biased 
should find it interesting and en- 
tertaining. Chan, 


_ Phoenix—Larry Jonas has re- 
signed as continuity director of 
KOOL in order to accept similar 
position with KRIZ, new Phoenix 
, indie, 


Leven- | 


| NORMAN BROKENSHIRE SHOW 
With Brokenshire, emcee; Martha 
Lou Harp, Bob Huston, Bernie 
Green orch 
Producer-director: Dick Charles 
30 Mins.; Sat., 9 p.m. 
Sustaining 
ABC, from New York 
With the Norman Brokenshire 
show, ABC puts in a pitch to snare 
that Saturday night at 9 audience 
that has been monopolized in the 
past by NBC’s “Your Hit Parade.” 
Musical format is built around 
Bernie Green’s all-string band, vo- 
calists Martha Lou Harp and Bob 
Huston, plus emcee Brokenshire’s 
syrupy intros. 
Saturday night’s (15) preem was 


a highly listenable package with 
Miss Harp’s plaintive chirping, 
Huston’s vigorous warbling and 
Green’s smooth sirings. An extra 
fillip was Brokenshire’s fancy rhet- 
oric. “Put dreamy wonderment in 
your pretty eyes.” he intoned to 


Miss Harp, “and sing.’ 
While Brokenshire occasionally 
slopped over somewhat with his 
flowery prose, his eloquent utter- 
ances instead of hampering the 
show added a dash of color to the 
session. But although a good sus- 
tainer, the Brokenshire show lacks 
the names, drive and bally to really 
get in there and hold its own with 
the opposition. Gilb. 


CURLEY BRADLEY—THE SING- 
ING MARSHAL 

With Leo Curley, Forrest Lewis, 
Maurice Copeland, Muriel Brem- 
ner, Arthur Young, Fred Smith; 
Don Gordon, narrator 

Producer-director: Mary Afflick 

Writers: Bob and Billie McKee 

Sustaining 

30 Mins.; Sun., 5 p.m., CDT 

Mutual, from Chicago 


Mutual has the makings here of 
another strong western adventure 
series if some of the corn is 
wrung out of the script Weekly 
half-hour is currently riding in the 
vacationing “Roy Rodgers” spot 
and will move to 7-7:30 p.m., CDT 
period when Rodgers’ returns 
Aug. 6. 

Action series works from a good 
premise—playdown of _ violence, 
stressing brain work rather than 
gun play by hero. Cast is expert, 
{headlined by experienced hand, 
Curley Bradley. who played Tom 
Mix for several vears in the now 
defunct series of the same name. 

Show has the potentialities of 
capturing more than the _ kiddie 
audience with a less contrived 
story and more singing by Brad- 
ley, the vocal marshal. Who scored 
with a pleasant baritone on show 
heard (9). 

Tale on this session evolved 
around a rodeo horse race between 
entry by financially hard-pressed 
widow who needed the purse and 
nag entered by villain Jim Ellerbe 
who tried to fix the race after put- 
ting a big load down on his horse. 
The widow's horse won. of course, 
but only after one of the longest 
races on _record and a good deal of 
stilted dialog and several too-pat 
happenings. Cluttering a situa- 
tion that could have been built for 
good suspense was the conversion 
of the widow's young son from a 
pampered neurotic to a real he- 
man while bringing home his 
mom’s horse the winner. The old 
mirror switch was used, too. This 
time the marshal flashed the mir- 
ror’s reflection into the eves of the 
bad man just as he was drawing a 
bead on the winning jockey. 

Proficient thesping and good 
sound effects got the most out of 
the involved tale. Bradley sounded 
like a cool Western marshal is 
Supposed to sound and his singing 
of ‘“Wagonwheels” came off nicely. 
Supporting cast and narration by 


Don Gordon were first rate. 
Stereotyped “colored boy’ and 
Chinese house boy characters 
weren't necessary. Dave. 


——. 


THE MELODY FIVE 
With Harry Revel: Bill Hamilton, 

announcer 
Producer: Hamilton 
15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 6 p.m. 
CHICAGO MOTOR CLUB 
WGN, Chicago 

(Agency Service Corp.) 

Because of its time slot. catching 
the motoring commuters, this cross- 
the-board musical strip is good 
programming for the motor service 
sponsor, Chirping by the Melody 
Five, vocal combo, and featuring 
songwriter Harry Revel playing 
one of his own hits. adds up to a 
pleasant, relaxing interlude for the 
early evening dialers. 

Nostalgic notes marked the ses- 
sion heard (13), with Revel bring- 
ing back memories with piano ren- 
dition of his “With My E¥es Wide 
Open.” Selections by the vocal 
Sroup also eschewed current pop 
tunes, going back to faves of yves- 
teryear. Group, made up of the 
Dickens Sisters and Tom Collins 
and Michael Bondon, worked nicely 
| With such ditties as “tll See You in 
My Dreams” and “Speak to Me of 
i Love.” Dave. 
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In Television, 
which comes first .. 


the Showor the fais 


In television, the show’s the thing. But 
not everything. 

At least, not to Campbell-Ewald. You 
see, we're in the advertising business, and 
with us selling comes first. 

We take the stand that a good show is 
basic. But the best show is no more and no 
less than a vehicle for the advertising com- 
mercials. Not once, in the course of procur- 
ing and servicing some thirty successful and 
varied television shows, have we forgotten 
that the show is the means, the commercial 
the end. 

As our clients know, Campbell-Ewald 
gives each! show its full share of attention— 
the professional conscientious attention of a 
staff who know show business, and who set 
up shop when commercial television started. 





Beeb ANNUAL NATIONAL EXHIBITION 
OF ADVERTISING AND EDITORIAL ART 


ART DIRECTORS CLUB 


nt Distinct i 
Campbell-Ewald Company — 
eancten Biter Oteieien Genet sate Gogeetion aaa, 
Leo M. Langlois an Archer Productions. Ine. meoveon 











But that’s only part of the story. 

The work really begins when the 
Campbell-Ewald television staff . . . sales- 
men, really, but technically executives, pro- 
ducers, writers, film men and show super- 
visors ... roll up their sleeves and get down 
to the business of telling the client’s story. 
Telling, and selling. 

Selling household appliances, services, 
automobiles, television sets, public utilities. 
Selling with the skill of long and full 
experience in a most highly specialized 
visual medium. 

This extra consideration, this special em- 
phasis of the television commercial has paid 
off. Our clients have told us so. So have the 
Art Directors Club of New York, who 
honored us this year with their First Award 
of Distinctive Merit. The public and trade 

ress have told us. And the final, irrefutable 
judges of advertising ... Mr. and Mrs. Joe 
Consumer . . . have said it with fan mail! 


To Campbell-Ewald, the show’s the thing ‘ 


that puts the advertiser’s message before the 
public. And if the message does its job... 
then, and only then, do you have advertising 
well directed, in the Campbell-Ewald 
manner. 


* * * 


Art Directors Club of New York, 1950 exhibition. 
Awarded Campbell-Ewald Company for conception and 
execution of one-minute film commercial, ““Guber’s Secret.” 
First critical recognition ever given to television advertising. 


mer Clal? 


NOTES and QUOTES 


* from the Press 


““(Campbell-Ewald) commercials once more 
integrated cleverly into the show, and 
since they are entertaining, can be counted 
on to do a good selling job.” (Variety) 


(Campbell-Ewald) . . . TV film commer- 
cials are simple, effective and typical of 
good TV film-making.” (Sponsor Magazine) 


“One of the neatest jobs of commercial 
handling.” (Radio Daily) 


““(Campbell-Ewald) Commercials perhaps 


the most interesting and effective in TV.” 
(Television Magazine) 


from the People* 


“Wonderful and well put together : : 1 
the commercials were good and clever.” 


“What made it especially enjoyable was 
the fact the advertising was subtle . ;: 
please continue. . .” 


(ay 


may I compliment you on your ‘very 
much to the point’ and ‘delicate timing’ 
of your advertising . . .” 


. finest show we’ve ever seen on tele- 
vision—the discreet advertising was cer- 
tainly refreshing.” 


“We have enjoyed your telecasts very 
much... . Your method of advertising is 
very good.” 


*Excerpts Srom viewer mail. 


Advertising 


Well Directed 


AMPBELL Ewap ComPANY 


. T. EWALD, President 


DETROIT e NEW YORK CHICAGO LOS ANGELES SAN FRANCISCO 
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Korea Effect on TV 








take the air but also a halt in pro- 
duction ot receivers. If that hap- 
pened. sponsors might question the 
feasibility of spending TV’s heavy 
coin requirements to reach a limil- 
ed market, particularly when they 
themselves might be short on con- 
sumer goods. On the other hand. 
it's pointed out, the top advertisers 
might decide to continue their T\ 
sponsorship if only on an institu 
tional basis. 


Manpower Drain Likely 
ot a 
Ke\ 


personnel 


addition, the outbreak 
War might drain 
engineering and exec 
manufacturers 


It’s 


In 


World the 


trom the and the 


reported that the 


»> 1» 
networks 


Government is planning to estab 
lish a string of radar stations up 
and down both Coasts, which would 
require experienced technicians to 
man. Majority of such engineering 
personnel is now working in the 
1V industry. In addition, many of 
the top network execs. such as 
NBC's Svy'vester L. (Pat) Weaver, 


Continued from page 25 








hold reserve commissions in vari- 
ous branches of the service. 

So far the Army has set 
$30,000,000 in contracts for 
and other electronic equip- 
ment, but none to the leading 
manufacturers. During the last war 
the electronics industry turned out 
walkie-talkie radios, radar 
ment. etec., to the tune of 
$5,000,000,000 in the peak 
Biggest order so far, more than 
$12.500.000, went to Lewyt Corp 
with other recipients, including 
Espey Manufacturing Co., Ray 
theon, General Electric, etic In 
mal estimates of the Radio-T\ 
\ianufacturers Assn. are that 
all requirements for the industry 
for Korea are not expected to ex 
ceed 20% of the industry’s output, 
and may be held to 10-15%c. 

As for the broadcasting end of 
the business, the major networks 
agreed that sponsors are still wait- 
ing in line to buy whatever time 
is availab.e for the upcoming sea 


over 
radio 


sets 


equip- 
nearly 
year 


‘ } 
LO! 


over 


son. That would indicate, according | 
to industry spokesmen, that the 
top-spending advertisers think TV 
will have « future even in case 
of war. Sole exception to that- was 
the decision of a major oil firm 
last week to nix its projected spon- 
sorship of a ‘Writers’ Theatre” 
show on NBC, at least until it is 
determined how the situation will 
develop in the Far East. 

Another opinion voiced that 
the outbreak of a new war might 
give radio e chance to reestablish 
itself at the expense of TV. While 
radio circulation would also be cur- 
tailed at its present level, that 
level today far exceeds TV. Thus, 
advertisers might decide to reverse 
trend by diverting’ their 
budgets from video back the 
medium in order to reach 
maximum audience. 


turers. 


and Boston. 


IS 


Shirley M. Crouch, of 


the 
lo 
older 
the this fall. 
setup invites weekly 
week 


Detroit—People’s Outfitting Co 
once 


Detroit’s largest 
stores, has picked 
WJBK-TV’s new 
program. Show 
and children 
players. The 
is shown Sunday 
is for 13 


every third week 


one of depart- 


ment the 
tab for 
Wives” 
wives 


up radio-tele committee, said 


will 
ture of Tig 
baseball half-hour 
program nights. 


Contract weeks 


market, with the remaining 25° 
The top five manufacturers, RCA, Admiral, Philco, DuMont 
and Emerson, have 60°. of the market. the poll reveals. 
ducted the poll in 2,000 homes in New York, Chicago, Philadelphia 
One conclusion of poll is that the leading manufacturers 
are getting more and more of the market, pointing up “the inevitable 
demise of numerous also rans.” 


Inside Television 


A four-city poll just concluded by Daniel Starch & Staff reveals that 
the 10 leading television set manufacturers have 75% of the home set 


scattered among 60 other manufac- 


Starch con- 


that 


trophy 


Ii] 


1o 


Procter & Gamble veepee Howard J 
vidpic 
participate because of technical difficulties. 


of 


A new low in age brackets for top video awards was hii last night 
(Tuesday) on the “Original Amateur Hour” on NBC-TV, when the first 
annual $2,000 scholarship and 
Herron, 
was based on phone and mail response. 


was copped by seven-year-old 


She's an acro dancer. Selection 


TV agencies, advertisers and webs have been asked by the Advertis- 
ing Council to cooperate in a public service allocation plan starting 
Similar to the AC’s eight-year-old plan 
programs 
with airers beamed three-to-five times weekly 


in radio, the TV 
message every sixth 
to carry a pitch 


carry an AC 


of the AC 
asked to 


Morgens, chairman 
shows aren’t being 


Columbia Pictures has concentrated its New York broadcast ad cam- 
paign for “711 Ocean Drive” on television, bypassing AM. 
some 20 spots a day covering all Gotham tele outlets. About 30 dii- 
ferent spots, some using clips from the pic, are being screened. 


Col is using 
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PIES SEEN. 





NEARLY FVERYONE in 
video knows the back. 


ground. 


During 


cent 37-day transit strike, 
the South’s largest department 
store turned to WSB-TV as a means 
of serving its many patrons. 


Telecasting directly from an im- 
provised studio in the store. Rich’s 
personnel and WSB-TV staffers 
modeled, demonstrated 
played merchandise for strike- 


bound shoppers. 


And like most everything else 
Rich’s does—the customers loved it! 
Telephones jangled. 





Re ete a aia « 














apparent. 


“We sold something of everything 


Atlanta's re- 


already.” 


and dis 


Street in its 


Incoming 


trunklines jammed. 


Saicdl-a store executive: 


we displayed on television. We are 
pleased with what we have seen 


a 
AND 80 Ir 1s that a programming 
idea which originally was conceived 


as an emergency 


For now, high above Forsyth 


Burtotve.” this creat store has allo- 
cated 2.400 square feet of tremen- 
dously valuable display space to a 





Zs 


- 


LLE 
EG 
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THE TROLLEY STRIKE HAS ENDED (i= 


permanent television studio. It is 
equipped and manned by WSB-T\. 


Results were 


Rich's telecasts — a solid hour a 


day, five days a week — continue 
indehnitely, on WSB-TV. 


Once again it has been proved 
* * 
that when seen through “The 


kves of the South” — television is 
sellovision! 


measure is now 


blazing a trail for both retail: busi- 
ness and for television, 


fabulous “Bripce 


_—- ee 


ON PEACHTREE STREET 
ATLANTA 


Represented by Edw. Petry & Co., Ina 








| Chi Dept. Stores | 





Continued from page 25 Sue 


however, with the in-home demon- 
stration potencies of teevee, are 
hoping to eventually stake out a 
major claim “in the department 
store field. 

Should the switch to video make 
a meaningful dent in space buy- 
ing, it would cause something of a 
dilemma in the case of newspaper- 
owned TV stations, such as WGN- 
TV. owned by Chi Trib publisher 
Col. Robert McCormick 

One of the biggest store 
currently cooking. will launch 
Goldblatt Bros., major entry into 
video State St. outlet dicker- 
ing with stations for a cross-the< 
board daytime hour for a store re- 
mote. Deal has not been finalized 
yet, but WBKB looks to have 
the inside track. 

The Fair Store, 


deals 


Is 


as 


which has been 


‘bankrolling half-hour weekly “Fair- 


| NBC-TV_ Sept. 


'M&L 
, present. 


teen Club” WGN-TV for past 
six months, giving thought to 
additional video time after the hot 
weather season. Store is spending 
$100,000 vearly om radio and T\ 
New tele projects will be picked 
up at the expense of radio, Fair ad 
chief's report. 

Wieboldts, also mulling fall tele 
plans. contemplates no change in 
its present AM _ picture Retail 
outfit, one of the most substantial 
users of radio, dropped its weekly 
half-hour live musical show on 
WBBM two years ago, reportedly 
to eventually put the savings into 
teevee. No change is planned for 
the cross-the-board a.m. half-hour 
record and chatter show on 
WMAQ which company has spon- 
sored for past 14 years. 

Marshall Field store, which ran 
“Uncle Mistletoe,” puppet strip ou 
WEWNR-TV last fall and winter, is 
working on new tele ideas through 
Foote, Cone & Belding agency. No 
decision has been made whether 
new plans will include a revival of 
“Mistletoe,” which was considered 
a successful venture. 

Carson, Pirie Scott, another 
State St. major, .is testing medium 
with weekly sponsorship of the 
five-minute Dorsey Connors show 
on WNBQ. Reportedly well satis- 
fied with response, store looks set 
for a fall expansion. 

Some indication of the enthusi- 
asm with which store ad toppers 
are eveing video is found in the 
reports that retailers in non-teevee 
markets have been asking their 
trade associations to work on the 
FCC for an early lifting of the 
freeze so the medium can be avail- 
able to them, 


on 


is 











| Cantor 
= Continued from page 25 


Hall, N. Y., March 22. 
to Carnegie Sept. 30. He statts on 
11, alternating 
every four weeks with Fred Allen 
and two other comedians, who may 
be Ed Wynn and Martin & Lewis, 
unless both get their own shows. 
and Buick are talking at 
Allen and Cantor, how- 
ever, prefer the less intensiveiy 
once-monthly setup. Colgate-Palm- 
Olive-Peet sponsors the entire 
series. Jimmy ‘Durante is also 
mentioned for one of the comedy 
spots since M&l.’s film (Hal 
Wallis) commitments permit them 





He returns 


j only five TV shots. 
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Announcing! 


...the first coast-to-coast, national beauty 
and talent TELEVISION CONTEST to discover 


's 











| “Miss U. S. Television” Contest 
Partial list of Television stations . 
conducting ‘‘Miss U.S. Television” Contest _ Grand Finals at the CHICAGO FAIR 


WGN-TV -cricoso WAEM-TV _sirninchom Saturday, Sept. r 1950 
Culminating the nation-wide,“tity-by-city search for,'‘Miss U.S. 


WWI-TV- 04:00 WOPO-TV.cncins Television” will be an entire day designated as ‘‘Miss Television 
KTSL TV WSAZ-TV_srentinctor, W. Va. 
= FW —Hollywood 


. KPR TV WXEL cievetanc , 
C-TV_ 
Houston WKY=TV_crichome City Beautiful awards to the weekly win- 


ners in each franchised city. 


WAAML-TV-scrimore KSTP-TV _éinns:. Poor A lavish array of valuable awards for 


; city finalists. plus 
WDSU-TV_... Orleans KDYL-TV_:.., Lake City for the girl selected as “MISS U. S. 
; TELEVISION” a really TERRIFIC 
jackpot of outstanding awards and 
a contract for regular appearances 
on television. 


Day" at the Chicago Fair with a network telecast climaxing the 
judging. 








Duplicate Prizes Awarded 
in the Case of Ties 


; Miss U. S. Television” C0 NTEST presented by TV publications in the United 


States, including TV GUIDE— 
New York, TY FORECAST— 


WA LT E R S 2 HWI MM E R, Pres. Chicago and all other associ- 


ated TV publications through- 


RADIO FEATURES, Inc. * Saeed oat Hk cape on 
“Miss U.S. Television’ promo- 


75 East Wacker Drive, Chicago ], Ill. tion and publicity. 























Note: Television Network Sponsorship of the Finals now available! 
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| | One More TV Dramatic | i uff—Radio 
Tele Chatter Series—Nash Via CBS Broadcasting Insid ’ S . behind a drive to aid the Veterans 


Nash Motors pacted yesterday Hospital Radio Guild, which helps hospitalized vets set up “networks” 
with CBS television for a weekly jn their wards. Formed by a group of actors headed by Jean Tighe, 
New York sion, at 67 W. 44th St. That's just half-hour dramatic series: on the the guild gets talent, execs and technicians to guide the GIs in wiring 
_ | down the block from its rival, Tele- full CBS live and non-interconnect- the hosps and producing shows, as a spur to occupational therapy. 
Bob Jamieson upped to stations vision Authority, at 15 W. 44th St. ed web. starting Sept. 21. Show, — Board of governors, which is aiding in VHRG planning, publicity, 
relations chief at DuMont, with en ee to be titled “Nash Airflyte Thea-' fund-raising. etc, includes: Ted Cott, WNBC; Thomas Luckenbill, Esty 
George W. Faust succeeding him Hollywood tre.” will Lold down the Thursday agency, and Read Wight, J. M. Mathes agency, co-chairmen; Alan 
as traffic manager for the web... FCC has authorized Don Lee night 10 30 to 1] slot ore Brandt, WNEW; Charles Baltin, WHOM; Dick Swift, WCBS: Carl 
isk jockey , in conjune- Television to convert its experi Program, which will be forced paverlin, Broadcast Music, Inc.; Frank Burke, Radio Daily; Betty Fors- 
Disk jockey Art Ford, in outmasebuet, Pejevenlon as eat teak | tO compete for scripts with the jing Newsweek; Syd Eiges, NBC; George Crandall, CBS; and Leonard 
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something new in radio-TV station sports pro- 
motion is the free golfing instruction being offered by the KSTP, Min- 
neapolis, sports department to Twin City youngsters 14 years of age and 
under. Golft-minded children desiring the free instruction are asked 
version originates to register with the station which gives them a printed membership 
card entitling them to the tutoring. 
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CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 








Gloversville, N. Y.—George Bis- 
sell, president of WENT, has an- 
nounced the appointment of Irving 
F. Teetsell as general manager. 


Boston — Bob Clayton, WHDH 
disk jockey, limping around on 
crutches as result of saddle horse 
stepping on his foot. 


er at Norfolk. Coldeman Cody, 
| assistant merchandising manager, 
la captain in U. S. Air Force, has 
been assigned to Bedford Air Field 
for his two-week chore. 


Albany, N. Y. —WPTR_ was 


Accident | 4wardec a certificate of apprecia- 


didn’t prevent Clayton from ap-|tion by the Army and Air Force 
pearing on -his afternoon “Boston | Recruiting Service for its coopera- 


Ballroom” disk show. 


has joined the staff of WRNL, 5.,- 
000-watt affiliate of ABC here. He 
will be in charge of publicity and 
promotion, 


Minneapolis—Jack Huston, for- 
merly of WLW, Cincinnati, has 
joined the WCCO staff here. He’ll 
emcee the “Say It With Music” 
show, among other assignments. 
George Grimm, WCCO newscaster 
and news commentator, and Min- 
neapolis Star and Tribune column- 
ist, is off to report Korea for his 
sheet. 


Cincinnati—Changes of music li- 
brary personnel at local stations 
have Betty Geisler with WCPO 
after four years at WCKY, where 
newcomers are Janet Kendall, for- 
merly of WCTS; Lois Stevenson, 
previously a buyer for a record 
shop; Faye Hauer, bowing in radio, 
and Fred Hall as production man- 
ager. 


Albany—Alex Blake, formerly of | 


WNET, Gloversville, is now doing 
a “Count Midnight” disk jockey 
show over WOKO, Albany. ° 


Des Moines—Tom Lewis Shu- 
mate has resigned as program di- 
rector of KSO, Des Moines, to be- 
come manager of KAYL, Storm 
Lake, Iowa. He succeeds Lee Gor- 
don Rasmussen, who is to be man- 
ager of station KFJF, Webster City. 
Shumate, known to listeners as 
Tom Lewis, joined KSO in 1946. 
Previously he was with KMOX, St. 
Louis, for 12 years. 


Columbus — Mrs. Ann _ Evans 
named director of program pro- 
motion for WBNS and WELD-FM, 
replacing Barbara Haddox, who has 
been shifted to the post of assistant 
in program promotion at WBNS- 
TV. 


Memphis — John H. Cleghorn, 
managing director of WHBQ at 
Memphis, has announced the ap- 
pointment of W. G. “Tommy” 
Thompson as promotion director. 
Prior to joihing WHBQ, Thompson 


was with WHB, Kansas City, Mo., | 


two years. 


Boston — Two WCOP | staffers 
who hold commissions as reserve 
pilots are on annual tour of duty 
with the U. S. Armed Forces. 
Newscaster Jack Chase, a lieuten- 
ant in Naval Air Force, will serve 
two-week stint as Squadron Lead- 


‘PULITZER THEATRE’ TO 
COMPETE WITH FORD 


Schlitz Brewery’s “Pulitzer TV 
Theatre” has gone to ABC-TV, 
where it will take the Friday 9-10 
p.m, slot starting in mid-Septem- 
ber. It will mean a knockdown 
battle between two highpriced dra- 
matic stanzas, with “Ford Theatre” 
keeping the same time periad on 
CBS-TV, although on an alternate- 
week basis. 

“Pulitzer,” which will dramatize 
some Pulitzer Award plays as well 
as other legit vehicles, is to cost 
$35,000 weekly for an annual time- 
and-talent nick of $2,500,000. Co- 
lumbia U. will get part of the coin, 
as custodian for the prize fund. 

Deal was negotiated with Dean 
Carl Ackerman, of the Columbia 
Graduate School of Journalism, 
by the William Morris office. 
Young & Rubicam is the agency. 


Set AM-TV Series 





Of ‘Ranger’ Oaters 


Hollywood, July 18. 

New radio-television packaging 
outfit, Rangers, Inc., will produce 
and do its own selling of “Forest 
Raygers,” half-hour oater layout. 
Show will be taped for ether and 
filmed for video with the first pro- 
gram due to be wound for both 
media by Aug. 15. Cowboy star to 
top line still is being sought. 

Eugene Woods, who is handling 
eomplete financing, is prexy. Other 
members of the outfit are Stuart 
Reynolds, Leslie Thomas, Herbert 
Lytton and Walter W. Faner. 


jtion in broadcasting “Voice of the 
: | Army” 
Richmond, Va.—Ralston Brooke | 


and other shows. Capt. 
Bernard Gilman made the presea- 
tation; Louis W. Schine. vice- 
president of Patroon Broadcasting 
Corp., accepted it on 15-minute 
program. 





Summer Doldrums 
Baltimore, July 18. 
Joe) Chaseman, publicity di- 
rector and assistant program 
manager of WAAM, ABC out- 
let here. is currently doubling 
at WTOP, CBS affiliate in 
Washington, from 12:30-2 a.m., 
for disk jockey Gene Glavan. 
In add.tion, he’s doing TV 
shows for the’ vacationing 
Tommy Dukehart and for Lynn 
Poole. 


To top it off, he’s handling 
the summer relief stretch for 
Herb Caran, WAAM program 
manager. And he’s still doing 
his Sunday night sports round- 
up for the station. 

















narrated by Red Barber, will go for 


$3,275. 


While Harry Ackerman, CBS 
Coast program and_ production 
head, reportedly is readying a 
string of new house packages, the 
only Hollywood origination in the 
present list is the Ben Blue stanza. 
If bought on a nationwide basis 
from Hollywood, the show would 
be kinescoped as the Alan Young 
show now is, but the web is willing 
to move the program to N. Y. if a 


| sponsor would rather have it aired 
| live. ; 


CBS is currently able to push its 





| Bs House-Built Roster 


3. Continued from page 25 








house packages because it is al- 


'most completely sold out in Class 


A time for the upcoming fall sea- 
son. Demand for what time is still 
available far exceeds the supply 
and the web consequently is able, 
for the most part, to call the turn 
on the agencies and clients as far 
as determining what show. they 
will buy and how many affiliate 
stations they will take. 





St. Louis—Robert Irving, 33, has 
jumped from_ voice-jockey at 
KXYZ, Houston, to gabber at 
KNOX, local CBS outlet. 
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*Continuous running print, 
complete script and cues, title card 
ard preview trailer supplied 

with each program. 








EVERY CALL IS A 


...When you've got “Hollywood on the Line,” 
a new series of 13 films especially built for tele- 
vision. Each program features a simulated long- 
distance call to a famous movie star. And each of 
these person-to-person calls is a business call for 
you. For “Hollywood on the Line” uses the 
proved box-oflice appeal of big-name Hollywood 
talent to attract television audiences ... and to 
make sales for your product. 

Each star is shown being interviewed infor- 


mally...at home, in the studio or on location. 
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BUSINESS CALL 


Each interview is conducted by a local “live” 
personality hand-picked by you. He places the 
call from your studios and is then shown (live) 
interviewing the star (on film).* And he intro- 
duces your sales story into the picture painlessly 
and effectively. To get “Hollywood on the Line” 
(subject of course to prior sale in each area), just 


call your nearest Radio Sales office. 


ACBS-TV Syndicated Film—re presented nationally by 


Radio Sales. with offices in New York, 


Chicago, San Francisco, Detroit, Memphis, Los Angeles 
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Igoe’s Ruling in Miracle, S-B Case 
Poses Puzzlers in Copyright Law 


Music industry is still puzzled 
by several aspects of the Chicago 


Federal Judge Michael Igoe’s deci- | 


sion in the Shapiro-Bernstein-Mir- 


acle Records case, classifying rec- 
ords as “publications” and subject- 
ing them to the restrictions of the 
copyright laws. A written ruling 
on the plea to amend the original 
decision handed down by Judge 
Igoe has failed to clear up the gen- 
eral confusion, although it does im- 
ply certain possible clarifications, 
according to trade legalites. 

Judge Igoe first ruled that the 
fact of Meade Lux Lewis’ record- 
Ing and Selling “Yancey Special,” 
the subject of the infringement ac- 
tion, before copyrighting the song 
constituted an abandonment to 
copyright. He said he could see no 
practical distinction between sheet 
music and records—both were pub- 
lications. 

Industry reps raised, aside from 
legal objections, two practical ob- 
jections. First, they said, if a re- 
cording is a “copy,” under the copy- 
right law, it would have to bear 
copyright notice on the label. Fur- 
thermore, they argued, absence of 
such notice on all records made 
since 1909 (date of the passage of 
the copyright law) would throw 
the compositions thereon recorded 
into pubMe domain. 

Secondly, they pointed out that 
modern industry practice is to 
make recordings of a tune even 
before the tune is bought by a pub- 
lisher. That is, if a publisher sees 
a likely tune, he or the cleffer will 
make a—test recording, then con- 
sider the question of copyrighting 
it. Ruling would upset what is 
considered a near-essential indus- 
try practice. 

Industry Slant 

Industry attorneys had argued 
before Judge Igoe the legal techni- 
calities involved in copyright reg- 
istration, claiming that phonograph 
records did not fall under any de- 
scription of “copies” as defined by 
the copyright office. 

Judge Igoe had also ruled that 
what constituted abandonment was 
production and sale of records be- 
fore copyright. Records made for 
industry use would presumably not 
be sold. Furthermore, intra-indus- 
try recordings would not reach 
every “city, town and hamlet.” 
Lawyers interpret this portion of 
the ruling as a tacit approval of the 
industry practice, and feel it does 
not limit or prevent the practice 
from continuing. 

None of these questions will be 
determined with any degree of 
finality for some time. Chi federal 
appeals court, to which the case 


is being carried by Shapiro-Bern- 


i 


| 





_ Karas Accomps Set 


Anton Karas, Austrian instru- | 
mentalist 


j 
} 
| 
| 


who touched off the| 
zither dither with his “The Third | 
Man Theme” disk for London Rec- 
ords, has been set by the diskery | 
for his initial job as accompanist 
to a vocalist. 

He'll make several sides with 
Kay Armen. 


REMINGTON SETS 
LIVE RECITAL SERIES 


In a unique departure for disk 
companie3, Remington Records is | 
sponsoring a series of live recitals 
for its longhair artists during the 
1950-51 season. Diskery has al- 
ready contracted for two Carnegie | 
Hall, N. Y., dates, and company | 
reps are now setting dates in con- | 
cert halls in over a dozen other | 
key cities. “Remington is planning | 
to feature one of its new symphony 
groups at Carnegie Hall. 

Among the artitsts pencilled in 
for recitals are Giovanni Martinel- 
li, Giuseppe de Luca, Karin Bran- 
zell, George Enesco and Stella Ro- 
man, 








Paige Vice Smallens 


At N.Y.’s Radio City M.H. 


Raymond Paige has been named 
to succeed Alexander Smallens as 
conductor of the Radio City Musie 
Hall, N. Y., symphony orchestra, 
starting tomorrow (Thurs.). Smal- 
lens’ three-year pact with the the- 
atre expires at that time. 

Paige has permission to take out- 
side radio, TV and recording as- 
signments. He also plans building 
up an organization at Radio City 
along the lines of Fred Waring’s— 
with orchestral and choral groups, 
soloists, etc., for special use. 

Paige, one-time conductor of the 
Los Angeles Philharmonic, Holly- 
wood Bowl Symphony, and Pitts- 
burgh Symphony Orchestra, also 
was musical director of the Army 
Air Force radio show, RCA’s “Mu- 
sical Americana,” *“Salute to You.” 
“Skyway to the Stars” and “99 
Men and a Girl” airshows. 

Smallens is currently conducting 
;concerts at the summer concert 
/series of the Philharmonic Sym- 
| phony Orchestra at Lewisohn Sta- 
'dium, N. Y., and will take a vaca- 
tion when the season is over. Plans 


|after that aren’t definite. 
| 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending July 8) 
London, July 12. 


Bewitched 

My Foolish Heart 
Dearie 

Piano Roll Blues 
Oh You Sweet One. .Southern 
Let’s Do It Again..... Lennox 
C'est Si Bon Maurice 
Remember Cornfields Arcadia 
Daddy’s Little Girl .....Yale 
Jealous Heart New World 
Two on a Tandem 
Quicksilver 


Second 12 


Chattanoogie Boy 
Load of Hay 
Down in the Glen 
End of Rainbow 
Me and My Shadow. .F.D.&H. 
Your Heart, My Heart. . Wright 
If I Loved You.... Williamson 
Sunshine Cake _.. Victoria 
Night Floor Fell In. .Southern 
Old Zuider Zee Prowse 
Enjoy Yourself........Morris 
3 Wheels on Wagon. .B. Wood 


Mills Wraps Up 37 
Oatunes; Western, Folk 
Songs’ Popularity Rise 


Growing recognition of the coin 


Morris 


Fields 
Wright 
Cor... 








in western music was pointed up, 


this week by tying up of 37 oatunes 
by Sidney Mills, Mills Music execu- 
tive. Mills has just returned to 
New York after a month’s tour of 
the country, spent in procuring the 
tunes. Mills said he would be en- 
tering the folk and western field 
“more sirongly than ever.” 

An indication of the eagerness 
with which record companies look 
for the oatunes is the fact that 
every one of the songs Mills has 
bought has already been recorded 
at least once. Not only have they 
been recorded by the smaller disk- 
eries specializing in the country 
tunes, but by the major diskeries 
too. 


Hundreds of minor diskeries and 
publishers have been flourishing 
with country and western songs. 
Artists have been developed, most- 
ly in the midwest, in radio stations 
specializing in country and western 
music. Entire vaud circuits fea- 
ture theatre showings of special 
radio programs. Advent of Broad- 
cast Music, Inc., gave impetus to 
the publishing firms, with the re- 
sult that Acuff-Rose, which has al- 
ways specialized in the folk and 
western field, has achieved the 
status of a major publisher. And 
Roy Acuff, a performer in his own 
right, has sold 25,000,000 records. 





Show Tunes, Inc., has been char- 
tered to conduct a music publish- 
ing business in New York. Capital 
stock is 200 shares, no par value. 











Much to Do Now’-“I’ll Always 
Love You” (Coral). ‘“‘Now” is the 
best side Miss Tilton has made 
in a long time. A fine ballad with 
a torch theme, number is pitched 
up on a slow beat with Miss Til- 
ton’s stylized vocal backed by the 
Four Hits. Solid juke fare. Re- 
verse, from the pic, “My Friend 
Irma Goes West,” makes a strong 
}coupling, Miss Tilton getting an 
| assist from the Lee Gordon 
| Singers. 

| Dinah Shore-Jack Smith: “The 
| Tunnel of Love’-“With the Wind 
land the Rain” (Columbia). Al- 
though duets are slipping in ac- 
lceptance, this team-up of Miss 
Shore and Smith on “Tunnel” has 
{click possibilities. This is a 
smartly bounced version of a 
clever item that’s getting lots of 
|waxery attention. The cut is far 
|snappier than Nat Cole’s for Capi- 





/tol or the Mills Bros.’ deadpan ver- | 
On the Columbia | 


| sion for Decca. 
flipover, Miss Shore _ forceabiy 
projects a dramatic ballad 
Harry Zimmerman’s orch and 
choir furnishing the atmospheric 
background. 

Danny Kaye: “Ladies, Ladies’’- 
“Pigalle” (Decca). ‘‘Ladies” has 
the kind of beat and cute lyric 
on which Kaye’s special talent can 
shine. Kaye gives this side a fast, 
but straight vocal, saving the 
comedy routine for “Pigalle.” 
Both sides have novelty appeal. 

Johnny Desmond “Just Say I 


Love Her”-“If Anybody Does, You | 


Do” (M-G-M). “Love Her,” a ro- 
mantic ballad with an_Italian- 
styled melody, provides good ma- 
terial for Desmond who gives it a 
commercially sentimental  treat- 
ment. Coupling is a change-of- 
pace rhythm ballad, Desmond 
beating it out on a slow measure 
with a good choral and orch baek- 
ground. 

Ames Bros.: “Sittin’ ’n’ Starin’ 
’n’ Rockin’’’-“Can Anyone’ Ex- 
plain” (Coral). High-riding Ames 
Bros. have a moderate chance 
with “Rockin’” a melody stem- 
ming from an old folk tune. Lyric 
has some cute ideas and 
Bros. supply an appropriate har- 
monizing style. Reverse has a big 
jock and juke potential. It’s a fine 
tune with catchy figures on which 
the vocal combo rides to an im- 
pressive result. Roy Ross orch 
accomps. 

Margaret Whiting: “You're Mine 
You”-"I've Forgotten You” (Capi- 
tol). Miss Whiting’s full and warm 


.vocal style gets a full display on | 


these tunes, making for a _ solid 
|disk. “Mine You” is a fine ballad 
that could crack the hit lists on 
the basis of this lush arrangement. 
“Forgotten You” is another fine 
slow-tempered number suited to 
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possible date for a hearing on the | 
appeal is late fall. And should, 
Shapiro-Bernstein’s appeal fail, it’s | 
likely the case will be carried to) 
the U. S. Supreme Court. So it’s) 
possible that the questions won't 
be settled for good for a number of | 
years. Meanwhile, the industry can | 
probably carry on as before, with | 
just a little more care. 


Court Asked to Decide 
Who Has Renewal Rishts 
To 60 Fleeson Numbers. 


Whether the heirs of songwriter 
Neville Fleeson hold renewal rights | 
to some 60 songs which the lyricist | 
wrote with Albert von Tilzer was | 
put before N. Y. federal court last | 
week in a suit brought by Broad-' 
way Music and Art Music. Named | 
defendants are Jerry Vogel Music, | 
and Fleeson’s next of kin, Calvin, | 
Thomas and Marian Fleeson. 

Tunes in question were all re- 
newed in 1946, ’47 and ’48. Broad- | 
way and Art claim that they are. 
the owners of the rights since | 
Fleeson wrote the numbers for} 
them from 1919 to 1921 when he | 
was an employee for hire. Vogel, | 
according to the complaint, has} 
c’'aimed before the American So-| 
ciety of Authors, Composers and. 
Publishers that the heirs are en-| 
titled to royalties. 

Plaintiffs ask an injunction to. 
stop Vogel from asserting that he 
owns the renewal rights to the. 
songs, request the court declare | 
and determine all parties’ respec- | 
tive rights in the matter and seek 
damages from the defendants’ al-| 
leged infringement. Fleeson died. 
in 1945. | 








1. BEWITCHED (11) (Chappell) , ‘ ; dabianéaneen 


2. I WANNA BE LOVED (8) (Supreme) eee a 
HOOP-DEE-DOO (9) (Morris) tae 


MY FOOLISH HEART (14) (Santly-Joy) 


THIRD MAN THEME (16) (Chappell) 


MONA LISA (2) (Paramount) 
I DON’T CARE IF THE SUN DON’T SHINE (4) (Famous).... 


SENTIMENTAL ME (15) (Knickerbocker) 


9. TZENA, TZENA, TZENA (1) (Cromwell) ... 
ROSES (6) (Hill-Range) 


Second Group 


BONAPARTE’S RETREAT (Acuff-Rose) 
SAM’S SONG (Sam Weiss) 


OLD PIANO ROLL BLUES (9) (Leeds) ......... j 


VAGABOND SHOES (Jefferson) ; 
NOLA (Sam Fox) 


STARS AND STRIPES FOREVER (Church) 


COUNT EVERY STAR (Paxton) 
AMERICAN BEAUTY ROSE (Jefferson) ... 
RAIN (Miller) 

WANDERIN’ (Republic) Titre Tee 

I’M GONNA PAPER ALL MY WALLS (Goday) . a 
GOODNIGHT IRENE (Cromwell) 

LA VIE EN ROSE (Harms) 


ee 


Week of July 15 


Gordon Jenkins 

Bill Snvder 
Andrews Sis-Jenkins 
Billy Eckstine 
Perry Como 

Kay Starr 

Gordon Jenkins 
Billy Eckstine 
Anton Karas .... 
Guy Lombardo......... 

King Cole Trio..........Capitol 
Victor Young ose. Decca 
Patti Page 
Ames Bros. 
Russ Morgan. 
Jenkins-Weavers 
Mitch Aliller 
Sammy Kaye 


Capitol 


eeeeee-M-G-M 


Columbia 
Victor 


Kay Starr... 
Joe “Fingers” Carr 
Sammy Kaye Victor 


Jubilaires $0060eebs ORIOL 
EMTe GOGR. .ccccck 


Vic Damone ...... 
Les Paul 
Frankie Laine 
Ralph Flanagan 
Hugo Winterhalter.......Victor 
Frank Sinatra . Columbia 
Frank Petty Trio........M-G-M 
Sammy Kaye ...........Victor 
Patti Page eveee. Mercury 
Jenkins-Weavers .........Decca 
Tony Martin... ... Victor 


Columbia 


Capitol 
Capitol 


....Mercury 
eeeees.. Capitol 
-+..-Mercury 
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Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By HERM SCHOENFELD 
Martha Tilton: “There Isn’t Very | Miss Whiting’s attack. Les Baxter 


with | 


Ames | 








chorus and Frank De Vol’s orch 
‘lend rich backgrounds. 


| Evelyn Knight: “All Dressed Up 
ito Smile’’-“‘Cherry Stones” (Decca). 
“Smile” is one of those happy- 
style items that might go high in 
|pop rating. Bright beat and lyric 
‘are handled by Miss Knight with 
a verve that could send this item 
winging. Reverse is another likely 
tune. Based on a British lovers’ 
game, ‘“Cherrystones” is lightly 
itripped out by Miss Knight’ for 
charming effects. Ray Charles 
Singers and rhythm combo ac- 
comp. 

Georgia Gibbs: 
Happy’-“I Was Dancing With 
Someone” (Coral). Miss Gibbs 
packs plenty of punch into her 
vocals and _ she _ socks _ across 
“Happy” with the steam this oldie 
requires. On the coupling, Miss 
Gibbs shows her versatility with a 
fling at a good ballad which she 
renders with feeling, the Mello- 
men choral group backing up for 
strong jock potentialities. George 
Cates orch accomps. 

Ethel Smith: “Cuban Cutie’- 
“Mambo Jambo” (Decca). Riding 
the renewed interest in Latin 
rhythms, Ethel Smith has fash- 
ioned a sharp disk out of these 
two numbers. Her tricky console 
work is particularly colorful with 
the Bando Carioca combo lending 
solid instrumental support. 


Album Review 


Norman Granz Jazz at the Phil- 
harmonic Vol. 12 (Mercury). An- 
other in this long series of jazz 
albums etched at actual concerts, 
this three-disk set furnished some 
more of that driving music typical 
of previous JATP sessions. With 
the accent once again on sax Vir- 
tuosos, usual quota of excitement 
is furnished by such crack jazzmen 
as Flip Phillips and Lester Young 
on tenor sax; Charlie Parker on 
alto; Roy Eldridge on trumpet; 
Tommy Turk, trombone; Buddy 
Rich, drums; Ray Brown, bass; 
and Hank Jones on piano. 

Guy Lombardo Orch: “Silver Ju- 
bilee 1925-1950” (Decca). The rea- 
sons for Guy Lombardo’s consist- 
ently high standing in the last 25 
years are made clear in this new 
long-play set featuring a few 
of this crew's all-time faves. The 
| sweet instrumentation, the accent 
' on melody, the clean arrangements 
| are all evident on this disk. Beyond 
| these qualities, Lombardo’s organi- 
zation, which has remained remark- 
| ably stable over the past two de- 
cades, reveals more variety in its 
| sounds than is ordinarily attribut- 
ed to it. The rendition of “St. 
Louis Blues,” for instance, borders 
on the hot style. Most of the num- 
bers in the set are in the sweet 
vein, including such clicks as 
“You're Driving Me Crazy,” “A 
Sailboat In The Moonlight,” ‘Boo 
Hoo,” “Swingin’ In A Hammock,” 
“Moonlight Savings Time,” ‘Little 
| Dutch Mill” and “When The Organ 
| Played At Twilight.” 


| Platter Pointers 


“Goodnight Irene,” which was 

| launched by Gordon Jenkins on 
ithe bottom deck of “Tzena Tzena 
| Tzena” for Decca, is bustin’ out all 
over with all the diskeries rushing 

| to climb aboard. For Columbia, 
| Frank Sinatra has made a listen- 
| able cut of the tune while Alex- 
| ander Bros. warble it in okay style 
| fer Mercury. Decca has also given 
/in a hillbilly version with Red 
| Foley and Ernest Tubbs dueting. 
| Among the best and most unusual 
is the blues interpretation by Gun- 

ter Lee Carr for Decca.. .“‘Tzena” 
has also turned up in a smooth 
dance beat version by Ralph Flana- 
gan for Victor. . .“‘Lady of Fatima,” 
a religious item, is another tune 
stirring some excitement. Latest 
two cuts are by Red Foley for 
Decca and Kenny Roberts for Coral 
...Ken_ Griffin has executed a 
listenable long-play disk for Co- 
lumbia, featuring organ renditions 
of Irving Berlin standards... 
Climbing aboard the current 
Hawaiian kick, Columbia has also 
issued a ‘Hawaiian Festival” L-P 
set by Lani McIntire and orch... 
Ray Anthony has some sweet trum- 
et solos in “Young Man With a 

Horn” for Capitol. ..Cute jock fare 
in “I’m Bashful” by Arthur God- 
frey and Janette Davis for Colum- 
bia...Lonnie Johnson has a fine 
cut of “Jelly Roll Baker” for King, 
an old jazz standard which is too 
salty for jocks or jukes...Coral 
has reissued several Jimmy Dorsey 
faves, including “Cherokee,” 
‘Swamp Fire” and “Fingerbustin’ ” 
... Johnny Parker has.a cute num- 
ber in “Two Weeks With Pay” 
(Capitol)...Art Morton, backed by 
| Paul Weston’s orch, has a solid 


“Then I'll Be 








side in “Thinking of You” (Capitol) 
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LESS FRANTIC POPPING OF POPS 





Industry Drive to Hypo Sheet Music 


ales Moves Into Active Phase 


Music publishing industry’s drive ¢ 


music Sales has 


talking 


to hypo. sheet 


passed the stage and en- 


tered into the specific planning 
evcle Activities from now until 
fall will center about two goal! 


creating greater demand for sheet 
1usie and utilizing untapped out- 

s for present demand 

While no industry-wide meet- 
ings will be held till fall, commit- 
tees are already at work drawing 
up specific proposals to to 
the next meeting and then to the 
industry at large. Most important 
f and the one with the big- 
gest job on its hands, is the ‘“‘out- 
let’ committee, headed by Bernie 
Prager of 


submit 


of these, 


Robbins Musie 

Prager’s three-man committee. 
whe other members are Arnold 
Shaw of Duchess Musie and Tom- 
my Hughes of Shapiro-Bernstein, 
has been investigating possibility 
of putting sheet music back on the 
counters of the more than 5,000 
licate, or chain stores in the 
nation Committee met last wee! 


with the chief buver of the largest 
hains for an exploratory 
requested to return 


of these c 
talk, and was 


in early fall with a specific pro- 
posal \t the last industry-wide 
meeting last Wednesday (12), the 


ordered to draw up 
a proposal within five weeks. 
buyer indicated 
back into his stores 
ould have to give the 


commiuttee wv 


Chain store 
to put music 


publishers w 


( n a greater markup than Is 
customary, and also take care of 
all shipping and billing in a cen- 
tralized manner. In return for this 


devote about a 
dozen stores to am exper. | 


would 


nental 


period in‘’ which it would sell 
CODIES 

Problen facing the committee 
are those of price and centralizing 
their oOo mut to meet the chain’s 
terms It must get each publisher 
to okay the ice at which it will 
cell to the chain, and also make 
each pu her agree to abide bs 
the decisions of whichever jobbe! 
i elected to handle the shipping 
and billing. Committee has -al- 


ready met with Larry Richman, 


Music Dealers Service topper, who 

had a great deal of experience 
in dealing with syndicate stores in 
the past Committee will also 
sound out a number of other job- 
bers. 


Industry reps are unanimous in 
their belief that if they can crack 
one of the big chains, they can put 
copies into all of them. They feel 
that they must present an attrac- 
tive proposal to the buyers and 
merchandise committees of the 
chains. One industry rep summed 
it up: “We've got to show them 
money to be made in sell- 
ing sheet music.” 


Spitalny's RCA 


Deal: Contino, Teo 


Phil Spitalny joins the RCA Vic- 
for roster on a two-ply deal which 
calls for the recording company to 
take over his old masters, plus new 
diskings. 

Spitalny. who did a 
traordinary business by 


oraer Vv 


rather ex- 
direct mail 
vith his Xmas album as well 
an album of hymns, will get 
wider circulation umder the Cam- 
den (N. J.) aegis. In addition, RCA’s 
Manie Sacks has set him for some 
important symphonie recordings of 
Standards and pops. 

Spitalny and his all-girl orches- 

tra come into the Waldorf-As- 
foria’s Starlight Roof, N. Y., next 
Thursday (27). 
_ Another new Victor acquisition 
1s Dick Contino, a Horace Heidt 
contest winner. He’s an accordion 
Specialist. Deal is for two years 
and tees off with a windjammer 
album. 


as 


Don Keid orch opens Friday (21) 
for two weeks at the Pleasure Pier, | 


alvestom replacing Nick Stuart 
rand, 





‘s 





Just in Case 
Chicago. 

Although the 
tion in the disk 


o 


July oO. 
speed = situa- 
industry is 


settling down, Zenith Radio 
Corp. isn't taking any. chances 
on future developments with 
l new automatic record 
( nge Machine has_ been 
designed to play from 10 to 85 
rpm, justin case 

Asked whether the new 
machine could play 16-inch 
platters also, a Zenith exec 
said “Gosh, don’t tell me 
they're going to pull that on 


us now 


cCann May Not 
Run for Prez In 


Local 802 Race 





With opposition groups in New 
York's Local 802, American Fed- 
eration of Musicians. marshalling 
their forces for the union elections 
in December, the administration 
Blue ticket is facing the prospect 


of a withdrawal from the race of 


iis standard-bearer, prexy Richard 
McCann McCann has reportedly 
based his pullout from the ticket 
on a series of personal reasons 
which may foree the Blue ticket 
leaders to let him go 

Pro ed ithdrawal of Me- 
Cann, ‘which may be announced 
when the administration organize 
its caucus fter Labor Day, may 


touch off an internal fight for lead- 


hip in the Blue ticket camp 
Top candidates for the presiden- 
tial post are Charles Iucci, Jocal’s 
exec secretar and Sam _ Suber, 
first vice-prexy, with Tucci seen as 


having the edge on Suber in sup- 

port among the Blue followers. 
Leaders of the Unity ticket, the 

main Opposition group, meantime, 


are attempting to lime up a full 
Slate in support of their presiden- 
tial candidate. William Feinberg. 


it’s expected that the Unity group 
will complete its ticket in Septem- 
ber. 


SET DEAL TO RECORD 
200 BACH CANTATAS 


Project to 


recordings the more than 200 can 


make available o1 


tatas of Johann Sebastian Bac 


been started by the newly formed 


Zach Gu.ld in association with 
Vanguard Recording Co. 

Solomon, assisted by 
professors, will act 
for the project. 
begun in 


Seymour 
group of music 
as musical director 
Recording has already 
Europe, with Jonathan Sternberg 
American conductor, and Lorna 
Sydney, Australian soprano, among 
the recording artists. Guild expects 
the project. which will also record 
works of Bach's and succes- 


sors, to take at five years. 


SONS 
least 


Herman Starr, RCA Settie 
Dispute Over Royalties 


Starr head of the 
group, settled his 
dispute with RCA 


last week 


Herman 
Warner 
45 rpm 


music 
royalty 
Victor in an agreement 
that will give the Music Publishers 
Holding Corp. the standard one 
and three-quarter cent cut per 
disk. Warner group had_ been 
holding out for the statutory 2c 
rate. Other pubs agreed to ac- 
cept a proportionate reduction in 
royalties on the 45’s when Victor 
launched the new line last year. 

Manie Sacks, RCA’s artists rela- 
tions chief, worked out the deal 
with Starr last week, 


h LASme 


oy 


BASTIC CUTBACK 
PLANNED 


Cutting 








frantic 
disk in- 


from the 
scramble in the 


loose 
release 
end of the _ last 


dustry since the 


war, the major companies are 
effort to 


this 


making a determined 
“return to normalcy” starting 
fall New policy will call for a 
drastic cutback in the number of 

yp releases with each company 
planning to concentrate its fire on 
a few tunes instead ot the current 
practice of covering any entry that 
causes the slightest flurry in the 
market 

If the diskeries carry through 
their intention of narrowing their 
sights, it will bring with it a major 
change in current relations with 
publishers Seriousness of the 
‘ecord companies’ new _ policye is 
already reflected in widespread 
concern among the pubs over the 


uture Always facing german in 
placing songs with the wax 
minor pubs, in particular, neo 
are girding to meet a virtual “Hon 
curtain once the cutback plan 
oes into effect End Nyc al 
ever, is seen as bene al to the 
industry since pubs will likewise 
be compelled to take on only solid 
songs with the market thereby be- 


ing rid of the meretricious 
numbers. Big pub firms, with the 
tep songwriters, are welcoming 
the prospect 

That diskeries mean 
about limiting releases is also in- 
dicated by a new attitude towards 


more 


business 


their artists’ roster Instead of 
inking performers at the drop of 
a hat, diskeries are now combing 


through their stables with an eye 

towards weeding out the iesser 
RCA Victor. for instance, 

Continued on pi: 1 
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Closed Shop Chief 
Stymie in AFRA, 
isk Co. Talks 


Resisting the institution of a 
“closed snop” for disk talent, 
of the major record companies will 


make 


reps 


their initial counter-proposals 


ration of Ra- 
(Thurs.) at 


to the American Fede 


dio Artists tomorrow 
a negotiating session for a pact to 
cover all disk talent other than 
musicians. Original demands made 
by AFRA are slated to be rejected 
as too high and too complicated: 
Diskery group, headed by Colum- 
bia Records attorney Ken Raine, is 
xpected to ask for a substantial 
reduction in AFRA’s proposed 
scale which ranged up to $75 per 


session for soloists down to $15 
for members of choruses larger 
than 14 voices. Companies, how- 


ever, are reportedly prepared to 
grant some kind of a minimum 
wage for AK RA members. Current- 
ly, rates are set by a give-and-take 
method in which each performer 
gets whatever the traffic will bear. 
In genera!, AFRA is aiming at set- 
ting up a uniform system similar 
to the one operating in the radio 
transcription field. 

While the disk companies are 
reportedly willing to establish a 
basic agreement in the pop field, 
they are kEucking any attempt to 
epply any such agreement to 
divisions. Companies, are pariicu- 
larly reluctant to give AFRA juris- 
diction over the folk, western, 
blues and rhythm fields since, it’s 
alleged, anv minimum scale here 
would be likely to raise costs to 
an uneconomical level. 


Decca Inks Don Cherry 

Don Cherry. vocalist with the 
Artie Shaw band ona recent Decca 
date, has been inked by the com- 
pany to a separate disking pact. 

Cherry is slated to cut four sides 


with Victor Young’s orch  back- 
grounding 


N DISKS 


other 








Overstocked Inventories, Slashing 


Of Prices Still Unfinished Disk Biz 


sn 





Wrong String 

Arthur Godfrey’s persistent 
plugging of ukuleles may have 
resulted in the current boom 
of that industry, but it’s taken 
only one pan to involve him in 
a legal suit. A uke manufac- 
turer is bringing action against 


Oops, 


Godfrey because he allegedly 
ipped a specific uke b 
his CBS 
repeated the 
show. 

\ summons 
Supreme court 
Godtrey last week 


rand on 
ow and then 
slam on his video 


radio sh 


York 


served on 


from New 


Was 





Veston to Col, 
" As Coast Director; 
ye Talent Shifts 


As a windup to a complicated 
series of dickers, Paul Weston 
moved into Columbia Records last 
week as the disker artists and 


repertory chief and musical direc- 
tor on the Coast Weston. who re- 
cently ankled the top musical 
at Capito! 
an exec berth at 
pacted by Col’s exe vice-prex 
Goddard Lieberson after Weston’s 
deal with Victor went up in smoke. 
Weston headed for Hollywood Sun- 
day (16) to take over the spot held 
by Ben Selvin, who is retiring to 
the real estate business 


spot 
Records presumably for 


RCA Victor. was 


Weston’s appointed Victo 

rw virtually nched a ( 

a) atte t 1s ( talks Witt 
Manie Sacks. RCA’s art ! - 
ions chief It's understood latte 
had set up ft deal \ h the la 
RCA exec ce-p) yhn ¢ Wil- 
son with the unde ndin that 


Weston was to replace 
ner as the diskerv’s Const 
While Weston was en 
route to N.Y.. to finalize the deal. 
Wilson died and Henri Rene was 
appointed to Victor's top Coast 
spot. Other Victor execs were re- 
luctant to undermine Rene by ink- 
ing Weston. so latter was tempo- 
rarily left out in the cold. 

While Weston’s moveover to Co- 
lumbia settles the a&r staff picture 
at both companies for the time he- 
ing. the switch will have a direct 
on Dinah Shore's status 
when her pact with Col runs out 
at the. end of the year Miss 
Shore’s fence-iumping to Victor 1s 
regarded as more likely than 

Continued on page 49) 
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SOPH TUCKER TO ETCH 
ROUTINE FOR MERCURY 


Chicago. July 18. 
Records has pacted 
for a 12-inch long- 


Mercury 


Sophie Tucker 


plav disk to be cut shortly in New 
York. Platter will feature a com- 
plete show presentation on top 
side, simulating the star’s nitery 
routine Alternate side will be 
comprised of six or seven tracks 
of old standards 

Nitery routine will be purified 


itchtly for counter customers but 
will still retain a dash of the orig- 
inal flavor Priced at $4.85, the 
packet will be plugged in clubs 
where the stai sie ars 


Ames Bres. in New 3-Yr. 
Contract With Coral 


Ames B:os., top grossers for Co- 


ral Records. have been inked by 
the Decca subsid to a renewal pact 
running for three more years. 


Vocal group has the three top 
sellers on Coral’s current release 
chart. “Sentimental Me,” ‘Rag 
Mop” and Are the Windows 
of Heaven.” Quartet was launched 
with their click on “Rag Mop” last 
winter. 


“oars 


Chicago, July 18. 

Dampening the prevailing op- 
timistic mood at last week's con- 
vention of the National Assn. of 
Music Merchants, record retailers 
from all secters of the country ex- 
pressed concern at the meet’s fail- 
ure to tackle two of the industry's 
oreatest evils 
king and price-cutting. 
Althot ugh happy over the stabili- 


inventory ove 


ST or 


zation of the speed _ situation 
brought about by Decca’s move 
into the 45 rpm fields retailers, at 
the same time. voiced a general 


fear that the three-speed setup in 
the disk industry would inevitably 
lead to cumbersome and over-sized 
inventories. “How are we going to 
service our customers adequately 


without stocking up all types of 


disks, and where are we-gonna get 
the money to buy that stock?’ was 
a widespread plaint of retailers, 
vho claimed they took a bad beat- 
ing during 1949 

In a move to allay these S. 
Decca execs declared they didn't 
intend to foist their upcoming 45 
rpm line upon anv retaile: Disk- 
ery spokesmen asserted that the 


new type platters would be made 
available at all distrib points for 
servicing to retailers who have a 
demand for them. Decta toppers 
said: “We don’t care what type of 
records they buy, because we're 
in the business of selling music, 
not record speeds.” 

Allied to the overstocking prob- 
lem, the practice of {ting 
was reported by retailers to be on 
the upgrade. Development of the 
long-playing and unbreakable disks 


price-¢ l 


has brought along a flock of matr 
order houses which are offering 
substantial discounts on new mer- 
chandise. While previously limited 
to a few major cities, price-cutiing 
has now been extended to the hin- 
terland ith resulting headaches 
for i timate outiet 

Inability of retailers to force 


disk distribs to crack down on the 


price-cutters was highlighted by 
their failure to set up their own 
organization Several Chicago res 
tailers attempted to set up a record 
retailer association at the NAMM 
convention, but the response from 


visiting merchants was disa 
ing. Organizers of the 
retailer group have set up a skele- 
ton organizational framework with 
ttracting other retailers 


ppoint- 
projected 


hope of a 
by mail. 


Cary, Brno Duets 
Set Dacca Pae 


Unusual for the summer period, 

: , A 

Decca is stepping up its factory 
production to cover demand on 


three fast-breaking tunes. Top sell- 


ing disk. which is breakfhg at a 
pace similar to Red Foley’s “Chat- 


tanocogie Shoe Swine Boy” last 
and Bing Crosby 


“Sim le 


year, is the Garv 
duets on Melody” and 
Platter 


of phenom in view of the fact 


“Sam’s Song.”’ is something 


that 


it’s Gary Crosby's first profession- 
al chore. 

Other strong Decca entries, 
Which are stirring up excitement 
in face of the hot weat! lump, 
are Gordon Jenkins’ “Goodnicht 
Irene” and Louis . Armstronc’s 


French kick of “La Vie En Rose” 
and “C’est Si Bon.” Jenkins’ disk 
also surprised Decca, since it was 
expected that th» flipover, “Tzena 
Tzena Tzena,.” would make the 
noise. Tunes on both sides are 
owned by Howie Ric'iman, although 
‘Tzena” 1s now tied up in a legal 
action brought by Mills Music 

Acceptance of “Irene” has 
proved so strong that Decca. and 
its. subsid, Coral Records, are turn- 
ing it out in seven different ver- 
sions. Red Foley and Ernest Tubbs 
have cut it for the folk division; 
Gunter tee Carr has done it a 
blves and rhythm and oiver 
artists~> en it include Lenny Dee, 
Cliff Stewsrt, and Dotty Dillard 
and Jack Shook. 
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This week’s 


Newr 


con RCA bictor 


Release 50-2? 








POPULAR 











PHIL REGAN 
Three Little Words 
You Are My Lucky Star 
20-3833— (47-3833) 


HERE COME THE DANCE BANDS AGAIN 


CLAUDE THORNHILL 
Sweet and Lovely 
Honolulu ..... .... 20-3842—(47-3842) 


HERE COME THE DANCE BANDS AGAIN: 


RALPH FLANAGAN 
Tzena Tzena Tzena 
Pink Champagne...... 20-3847— | 47-3847) 


FRAN WARREN 
[ Love the Guy 


Let's Make Love 20-3848—' 47-3848) 


HERE COME THE DANCE BANDS AGAIN 


RAY McKINLEY 
Rockabye the Boogie 


Boogie Woogie Washerwoman 
20-3849— 47-3849) 








WESTERN | 





DALE EVANS 
Havaii-Na 
A Two-Seated Saddle and a One-Gaited 
Horse... .... .21-0360—: 48-0360) 





COUNTRY 











CHARLIE MONROE and 
His KENTUCKY PARDNERS 
So Blue 


Without Me Are You Blue 
21-0361—: 48-0361) 





BELUES 











ARBEE STIDHAM 
Squeeze Me Baby 


Feel Like I'm Losing You 
22-0093—: 50-0093) 





NEW ALBUM 











“Musical Smart Set” 


ANDRE PREVIN 
Three Little Words...... P-291—\ WP-291) 


*45 r.p.m. catalog numbers. 


The stars who make the hits 
: are on 


RCA VICTOR DIVISION 


$) Bewitched 


Larry Green with the Honeydreamers 


3) Bonapartes Retreat 


Gene Krupa 
Pee Wee King 


© Count Every Star 


Hugo Winterhalter 


© Cuddle Buggin’ Baby 


Eddy Arnold 


QO Hoop Dee Doo 


erry Come with The Fontane Sisters 
? a 
© I’m Movin’ On 


Hank Snow 


€j| Wanna Be Loved 


Fontane Sisters 


$) La Vie En Rose 


Tony Martin 
Melachrino Strings 


©) My Foolish Heart 


Mindy Carson 


oO Roses | 
$) Why Should Cry 


Eddy Arnold 


Q Valencia 
Tony Martin 





. .. indicates records which, 

according to actual sales, are 
recognized hits. The trade is urged 
to keep ample stocks of these records 
on hand, or to reorder promptly when 
current stocks begin to approach the 
“sold-out” stage. 


designates that record is 

one of RCA Victor's “Certain 

Seven’— among the leading 

numbers on the trade paper dest sell- 
ing retail sales charts Obviously, sure 


things! 
20-37 26—( 47-3726)* ee 


20-3766—(47-3766)* 
21-0111—(48-0114)* 


20-3697—(47-3221)* % 
21-0342—(48-0342)* (7) 
20-3747—(47-3747)* T 
21-0328—(48-0328)* 

20-37 72—(48-3772)* 7) 
20-3819—(47-3819)* va 


20-37 39—(47-3739)* 
20-368 1—(47-3204)* 
20-3754—(47-3754)* 


21-0300—( 48-0300)* 


20-3755—(47-3755)* vp 


. indicates records which 
have enjoyed better than 
average initial consumer acceptance 








and stand an excellent chance of enter- 
ing the top-selling hit category. The 
trade is advised to watch these records 
carefully in order to maintain stocks 
consistent with demand. 


Gone Fiskin’ The Phantom Stage 
Three Suns Vaughn Monroe  20-3818—‘ 47-3818) 


with Texas Jim Robertson 
20-3824—( 47-3824) 


(Number five, Retailers Pick, Billboard, 
duly 15.) 


‘Number five. Country and Western Disc . 9 
Jockey Pick, Billboard, July 15.) © Sam's Song 


I Cross My Fingers 
Perry Como and Fontane Sisters 


‘Number two. Retailers Pick. Number 


Freddy Martin 20-3798— (47-3798) 
«(Number three, Dise Jockey Pick, Bill- 
board, July 15.) 


Vaughn Monroe’ = 20-3773—‘ 47-3773) 


20-3846—/ 47-3846) © Thanks, Mr. Florist 


four; Dise Jockey Pick, Billboard. July 15.) 


Im Bashful 
Mindy Carson . 20-380 1—‘ 47-3801) 


(Number six. Coin Operators Pick. Bill- 
board, July 15) 


| Thought She Was a Local 
Sammy Kavye.... .20-3828—/ 47-3828) 


(Number five, Retailers Pick, Billbeard, 
Julwi5o 


(Number twenty, Most Plaved Dise Jockey 
Records, Billboard, July 15.) 


TIPS: 
Fran Warren's Greatest Record— 
“| LOVE THE GUY" 


‘Note to Billboard: Please set this as you 
did in July 15th issue deleting the line 
“Coming Up Next Week.” 





VICTOR Records « - 


RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA, CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY 


wei ed WW 
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* a. a = o 
ee  — ~ 
RIETY 2 a 6 3 Benny Goodman this week wag 
Survey of retail disk best Z t , z @ 3 = ae signed to an exclusive three-year 
sellers, based on reports ob- 8 ois COlGlselvzlseis = 4 r | pact by Columbia Records. Good- 
taineg from leading stores tn “Alsi 3 P E eif#izisis 3 Oo | man will record with groups de- 
12 cities and showing com- eleizisi/S|s|ei/elO1s] 5 T || cided upon by the clarinetist and 
parative sales rating for this Mw el el ela lal si/eie/8)&]s8 P = = 
/ and last week. eis idl elt i7ialfigl/eol? 5 . Columbia %rtist and repertoire 
FS 3/7 g & : | 7 E I ae J men. Columbia also bought up a 
« y o| *& £ 7 ies of old Goodman mast - 
j |= , gio lislfleléglei lia Pp | serie asters re 
National Week Ending x | ry ri | E g 5 r 3 zig|o corded during his famous Carnegie 
Rating July 15 s/&leleleiE}e}e/s)/8)2)| 5) | Hall concerts in 1938 and 1939. 
ain » $ . 3 El. = z ak os “ al Pacting of Goodman is believed 
: . Yon) a ~_— om “a . " : : 
presenting — oy Artist, Label, Title 2 & Ss | ale 2 Elx a a ols Ss to have been a result of the signing 
WK. WK. cb tos tn Bim bot — last week. by Columbia of Paul 
NAT “KING” COLE (Capito Weston as Coz i 
- a ING 1 2 8 eston as Coast a & r chief. Good- 
; Decca’s Newest 11 “Mona Lisa”—1010. . Toe. 7 £4 ss 3 eS I man for the pat three years has 
a . A KAY STARR (Capitol) ‘— or 3 41 been at Capitol Records with Wes- 
Singing Star 2 6 “Bonaparte’s Retreat’- 936....-. - ss 65- 96 ms 6 - se sia ton as his musical director ,there, 
——————GARY-BING CROSBY (Decca) 37 Columbia officials hinted that Wes- 
SA 4, “A Simple Melody”—27112. haere ae a oo Sor ee eo ae ees T ee re —_ bi — — 
——— SILLY ECKSTINE (M-G-M) ol artists to the Columbia fold. 
3B 3 “ Wanna Be Loved”—10716..... in ct ek, Se A. ee ee ee Just what and how Goodman 
———ANTON KARAS (London) will record was not dfsclosed. He'll 
4 2 “Third Man Theme”’—536........ Se eee ee eae Oe probably make records with units 
VS SIS.-G. JENKINS—(D) of varying sizes. There is also a 
ANDREV A -4"-27007 9 a. 76. he Re hk ee strong possibility that he will re- 
5A 5 ‘I Wanna Be Loved —<iWW'-.--: fh : cord classical sides, capitalizing 
GORDON JENKINS oe ;- 1 eee, ee upon his success with classical 
5B 12 ‘Tzena, Tzena, Tzena”—2/077...._ -- 8 ss units in recent months and the 
———————“GORDON JENKINS (Decca) reputation he has built in past 
6 15 ‘“Goodnight Irene”—27077....... oe oe ee ee ee es Ce ee years as a classical performer. 
—————GORDON JENKINS (Decca) Goodman started out recording 
7 4 “Bewitched”—24983 ............ hoes Eee se Se oe ee for Victor, but later switched to 
MITCH MILLER (Columbia) Columbia, where he recorded dur- 











E (Me in 7 
VIC DAMONE (Mercury) current pact 














8 16 “Tzena. Tzena, Tzena’—38885.... 1 .. .. , ee oe ae Bye ere 20 ne the peak fa his popularity. A 
Be a a aie ittle over three years ago, he 
| | | 9 10 “Sentimental Me"—-60140........ 5 ce ee ue Bus 5. 10... 19 |] switched to Capitol, which he exits 



































































































































ee my oo et “eee eee 2 TOeTaT ee eon Maree 2 
+e GARY-BING CROSBY (Decca) | 
11... “Sam's Seng” —O7112.........-.. is ee cae Sa DETR me | Weston to Col. 
GORDON JENKINS (Decca) = i 
12 7 “My Foolish Heart”’—24830...... Ae ee ee he %) iy eds att. Sr 15 Continued from page 37 
————“““HORIS DAY (Columbia) now in view of the strong possibil- 
13 12 “D~Didn’t Slip, Pushed’—38818.... 8 .. .. .. .. +. SS _ ..-.. &. «. .. 14 re Poe ye Pema +~ Col’s 
7 ¥ ECKSTINE (M-G-M) old late this year. Under her pact 
14A 9 “My Foolish Ee, Se as [eee car a Tee eee ee with Capitol which provided that 
144 eRe Bye er : she could pull out after six months’ 
LES PAUL (Capito 6 4 12 notice if Weston left the company, 
a 14B 16 CNola”—1016 ...-.--.--+-->->+>s a oo ~ - Stafford will be a free agent in No- 
-? DICK HAYMES (Decea) ne .% , “ vember. 
° | 15 a “Count Every Star”’—27042...... Spe a ee EPO SPO Na ert a Columbia‘ is re i 
2 = Pies = — ‘ portedly angling 
His Latest M. WHITING-B. HOPE (Capitol) 6 10 for Miss Stafford in a move to 
Rel ’ '} 16 .. “Blind Date”’—1042...........-- oe Te me Oe Oe soe ie ey ee buttress its stable of distaff vocal- 
etease. PERRY COMO (Victor) ists. If Miss Stafford goes to Col, 
17A 13 “Hoop-Dee-Doo”—20-3747 ....... ‘4 on 8 Ey ee eee ae > 9 it’s likely Miss Shore will accept 
—————-MEL TORME (Capitol) the big coin offer pitched up to her 
THINKING 17B 17 . “Bewitched”--1000 ..........-..+:. eS a ee ee ee eis: Se ee! be we ow 9 by Sacks for Victor. 
a GUY LOMBARDO (Decca) 
OF You 17C 13 “Third Man Theme”—24839...... het Ae nee See . 
——— TARRY GREEN (Victor | Popping of Pops 
cou led with by): oe “Bewitched” —20-2329A seseeseess oe sit o- =. o° ee o6 oe oe ae oe 9 “ 
p ———— PAVE BARBOUR (Capito) ‘ontinued from page 37 
18A 17 “El Mambo”—973............--- CRE mee a ae ae ee ae Te ee ee e with nearly 50 artists under con- 
HERE 78 FREDDY MARTIN (Victor) tract, is currently planning to re- 
18B .. “Sam’s Song”—20-3798.......... Tee ok a ae ike: Gat ee cee en eee 8 tain only the big grossers. Fewer 
MY ARMS 7 : . r 5 —— will facilitate spreading of 
unes amon ini 
SOUTH PACIFIC | YOUNG MAN WITH) ANNIE GET YOUR| HARMONY TIME | DIXIE BY DORSEY Diskery Soman ae 
DECCA 27128 | F I V E 3 Oo P Broadway Cast A a GUN The Chordettes Jimmy Dorsey ‘— ae new policy will mean 
e Columbia. ‘|™ a. *Y | Hollywood Cast Columbia Columbia A ne ore sg k Ly? plug 
| A L B U M S MM850 C198 M-G-M CL6111 C196 rd myriad disks now flooding re- 
tailer counters, the accepted num- 
OTHER | ML4180 CL6106 E-509 CL6095 bers will get a chance to build 
. over a greater period of time. As 
DON CHERRY Disk Best Sellers by Companies - part of the new strategy, diskery 
HITS (Based on Points Earned) — peng may etch a single numbe1 
No. of 0.0 . wi several artists rather than 
Label Records Points | Label Records Points putting each artist on a different 
$ THE 3RD MAN THEME aT eer Ae eee eee 9 Bee | EMMGOM «i ic ciiosess eee ree ; : 34 number with the long-shot chance 
| PPPPee Tere ee Te TET Tee 6 169 | Victor .....ccscccccccscccce::s 26 that one disk may break th . 
MONA LISA RE ON 1s 0he< cba bKencsss 2 EE EA ROE GIES 1 19 y break throuse 
with VICTOR YOUNG GO i ee 5 s.00 co Rk Care 2 Oe 1 TED chs Ghee citectenkisaes 1 18 
DECCA 27048 bs ——— ye pin gro rer iggy agg oo se 
by Capitol Records for a disk jockey ; for one week...Elaine Rodgers, | NEW REVIVALS ‘ 
e : ()n the [| heat tour as a forerunner of engage-| WBBM singer, pacted by Oriole ; 
- ment at the Hollywood Palladium | records, cuts four sides for Chi ‘E il Lik Y 3 
‘early in 1951. Anthony rejoined his | indie house this week... Joe San- Xac y i e ou 
OUR VERY OWN New York |band Friday (14) to open a week. ders to baton at Riviera Ballroom, , : 
— 3 at Surf Club, Virginia Beach Lake Geneva, Wis., Aug. 4 for one 4 
MAD ABOUT YOU gg cag = ‘ere rigged _. . Teddy Powell cuts his|month.. Sherman’ Hayes _ band You rea Sweetheart 
with VICTOR YOUNG (St Clair hospital, N.xX, last Week initial four sides for London Rec-| pacted for Peony» Park, Omaha, 
for an operation ... Peggy Lee ords July 20, under supervision of |Neb., Aug. 15 for six days... ., 
DECCA 27067 'and husband Dave Barbour open Tutti Camerata. Powell has also a - 
|at the Chicago theatre, Chicago, | been signed for three U.S. Treasury . | 7 
e for two weeks July 28. . . Nat| Department shows, Aug. 6, 13 nad Kansas City Standards by 
“King” Cole’s trio follows Mel Henry Busse orch played 
iT i bo, Holly- | iistineeleiiaig : played a one- 
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Orpheum theatre, Omaha, July 21| for one week, Aug. 11... After a! ward after closi i 

| for a week, then goes into the Club/ week’s one nighters, Al Trace will | Grill Tusedae 18) foc How tack 

Trocadero, Henderson, Ky., July | reappear at La Martinique here and its first major theatre date at 

29 ... Ben DeCosta is new road} Aug. 4 for three weeks.. Leo| the Capitol there, with Margaret 

an ae Oo a D 4 manager for Amos Milburn orch | Pieper into Delavan Gardens, Dela-| Whiting on the same bill... Joan 
_which set out this week for 42 one-| van, Wis., July 25 for one week.| Field and Charles Sydney Freed | LAUREL MUSIC CORP. 
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Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


Survey Week of July 7-13, 1950 
The top 30 songs of the week (more in case of ties), based on 
the copyrighted Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular 
Music Broadcast over Radio Networks. Published by the Office of 
Research, Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 


An American Beauty Rose ... w+... vefferson 


VARIETY 


Mpls. Symph Orch in Red | 
Last Season for 194G | 


Minneapolis, July 18. 

Minneapolis Symphony Orches- | 
tra’s 1949-50 season operating 
deficit was $194,312, total earned | 
income having been $173,705 as_ 
against $368,017 in expenses. Guar- | 
anty fund pledges and income on) 
invested funds, however, amount- | 
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| RCA STEPPING UP | to Songs on TV 
CATALOG OF 45 RPM’S Week of July 7-13 


ee: rh (Based on copyrighted Audi- 
In ine with its rapid 45 r.p.m. 


: f ; ence Coverage Index and Au- 
Se program, RCA Victor “ dience Trend Index, published 
issuing a large flock of the slow- by Office of Research, Inc., Dr. 
speed disks next month. Supple- 


iG, John G. Peatman, director. 
ments to the catalog wil include Alphabetically Listed.) 























several albums and longhair sin-| Bewitched .......... Chappell | ed to $186,590. Thus the season’s Are You Lonesome Tonight .....0.e..+e+ees++5++. Bourne 
gles previously obtainable only on | ting og 8 so Morris — eh. cu poe hdd tare, Bewitched......... etek a Rh LER St i eS Chappell 
i , anna Be Loved. .supreme aniey hawks, Minn ate Gs,cee Vans eebes bos 5p Oe PTT re Per epublic 
standard disks. Releases follow yyy’ Foolish Heart. .Santly-Joy | and ‘Tribune vice-president, has | C'est Si Bon -...............ss0ss. npr ers Leeds 
Victor’s policy of making Its a Third Man Theme...Chappell | been elected the orchestra associ- | Count Every Star ........0.0.c0ceeee cece ee ceee ee: Paxton 
78 r.p.m. material available in both . ation’s president. Darn It Baby That’s Love—*‘Tickets, Please”’...... Chappell 
speeds. . ©, Top Standards | SOG PEED. Cg ks be cca Se eet 6 +SEE ceeee es BMI 
In the category, Victor is issuing Bim Bam Bum Robbins Lawrence Winters, baritone of Gone Fishin’ ore, fy eree | Peer Erey Feist 
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dred Bailey, Jack Teagarden, Louls It's De-lovely ...... Chappell legiter, returned last week from an Hoop-Dee-Doo ' ee 78 = eres Morris 
Armstrong, Coleman Hawkins, Let Yourself Go Berlin eight-week European concert tour I Didn't Slip I Wasn’t Pushed I Fell............... Remick 
Dizzy Gillespie and Irving Fazola. Night And Day Harms’ ‘that covered 10 countries. I'd Do Better Up In the Mountains................ Broadway 
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750; Aids All Strings Ag Hypo to Disks 


$ Chicago, July 18. 

; | With 1,500,000 ukuleles already | Attempts by record companies 
‘ ‘sold over the counter, music mer- to bolster sales and public interest 
* =< |ehants are looking forward to at by combining talent on various 

least another six months of high sides is resulting in some unusual 

l demand. Foreseeing the continued combinations. Mercury Records, 
— a | : —j—}- } ————————— ‘boom, delegates to the recent for example, is cutting four sides 
+ = SS = music convention in Chi be- this week with Jerry Bird, a steel 

g # * “$ | moaned the inability of manufac- guitarist, and the Harmonicats. 

turers to meet the current demand, Bird-Harmonicats session is be- 
with order filling the only point of ing held in St. Louis today (Wed.) 
concern, by Harry Geller, Mercury artist 
Meanwhile, the pint-sized banjo and repertoire chief. Bird has 
panic moves westward, fattening hitherto been restricted to the hill- 
* | outlying merchants and perplexing billy section, but the Harmonicats 
_ | the wholesalers who can’t quite ex-| have been something of a shifting 


plain the current fad, or exactly team. Unit w i 

what keeps saies climbing. As the |. Sa err acvand 

_— uke demand has crept westward, with Jan August for Mercury's 
version of “Bewitched.” 


— eastern sale. have tapered slightly, ; 
but by no means to a pre-boom Mercury will attempt to combine 
level. talent wherever material and con- 
| While the uke outlook continues ‘emlence permit. American Federa- 
‘bright for the balance of the year,| @0" of Musicians dubbing ban is 
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skids. Major dealers feel that con- 
sumers will ultimately graduate to 
the daddy instrument, with the 
smaller instrument having acted in 
an introductory capacity. Dealers 
further believe that the uke is a 
tool to further a far-reaching string 
campaign rather than to act as a 
hit-and-run profit grab. 


Merchants, meanwhile, are not 
looking too closely at the prover- 


by Arthur Godf~ey or Chi’s Eddie 


pers, or whether it’s but one facet 
of a nation-wide reversion to the 


but unimportant to dealers. Most 
important, however, is that the 
uke has started the ball rolling for 





increased home instrument eircu- 
lation, 


bial gift-horse. Whether the cur-, 
rent boom is the result of hypos | 


Hubbard or the Hearst Newspa-| 


Flaming Youth era is bewildering | 


c es ; 
c Am - Dm? G7 , © _F G7 A ; |merchants are relying on heavy tags ong use of combina- 
—— oot —m | | guitar sales when uke purchasing “0S, but when artists are play- 


_ing the same area, as in Harmoni- 
cats and Bird case, recordings will 
be made. 


Mercury has already teamed 
Frankie Laine and Patti Page. Top- 
pers are now mulling idea of com- 
bining Laine with the Golden Gate 
Quartet. Main problem would seem 
to be ability to catch the two to- 
gether at a time when material and 
recording facilities are available. 





Ben Siegert Exits Coll. 

Ben Siegert, Columbia Records’ 
blues and rhythm department head, 
has exited the company. 
___ He was brought in last year from 
| King Records, Cincinnati waxery 
specializing in folk and blues disks, 
to revitalize Col’s releases in that 
field. Replacement for Siegert has 
not yet been set. 


is 
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-Tnside Orchestras—Music 


Sheet music industry’s drive to sell more copies gets a big indirect 
boost in the June-July issue of the Music Educators Journal, organ of 
the Music Educators National Council. In a three-page article, Frank 
H. Groff, supervisor of music for the West Hartford (Conn.) public 
schools, strongly endorses use of popular music in high school musical 
instruction. Pop music, he says, lends itself to instructional purposes 
because students enjoy it—an important factor in learning—and be- 
cause it has as much structural and medolic value to the learner as any 
of the classics. The magazine is read by most public school music 
teachers throughout the country. 





Organist Ethel Smith, who heads a music publishing company bear- 
ing her name, has turned composer for the first time with “Cuban 
Cutie.” She waxed it for Decca last week and is scheduled to play it 
next Wednesday (26) on the Garry Moore WCBS-TV show. This guest 
shot, incidentally, will mark her last U. S. performance before sailing 
July 29 on the Queen Mary for her London Palladium date of Aug. 7 





University of California at Berkeley sets a‘precedent for Coast col- 


leges Sept. 16 by having Spike Jones headline a pre-season football | 


rally to which admission will be charged. Jones will get $3,000 against 
60% with the split rising to 65% if the gate tops $5,000. 
set by MCA, which will reap the 10% commission even though Jones’ 
pact with the agency expired June 15. Zany batoneer apparently is 
holding out for a national video sponsor before making a deal. 





Recent legal wrangle over authorship of “Powder Your Face With 
Sunshine” brings to light that Carmen Lombardo was the main cleffer 
of the tune although he shares the credits with Stanley Rochinsky. 


After Rochinsky showed Lombardo the original version of the number, | 


latter retained only the title and completely revamped the song. Lom- 
bardo’s firm also publishes the tune. 


Novelty-Type Vocal Disks Seen On 





Way Out as Oldie Standards Climb | 


‘Starring JUDY GARLAND and GENE KEY 





Latest reports from record deal- + 
ers indicate that the public is 
beginning to weary of the novelty- 


Deal was | 


‘Music Cavalcade’ Book. | % 


type music that has been flooding | 


the market in past months, and is 
taking to the straight ballad and 
old standards. A look at record 
best-seller lists would seem to sub- 
stantiate these reports. 


While the novelty binge hasn't) 


quite abated, duet novelties, for 


example, seem to be on the way) 


out. Only male-female vocal duet 
selling strongly at this time is the 
Georgia Gibbs-Bob Crosby side of 
“Play a Simple Melody,” music of 
which calls for at least two voices 
anyway. 


| 
On the other hand, Mercury Rec- 


ords teamed its two top perform- 
ers, Frankie Laine and Patti Page, 


on four duet sides, none of which | 


ever really broke. Victor has 
scheduled some more Tony Martin- 


Fran Warren sides, but this duet | 


hasn’t had anything resembling a 
hit since “I Said My Pajamas.” 


The ‘VARIETY Music Caval- 
cade” will be published in 
book form this fall by Pren- 
tice-Hall at $4 with additional 
material to augment the Mu- 
sical-Historical Cavalcade 
which has heen running seri- 
ally in these columns. The 
new text will include a cross- 
reference on titles, to enable 
easy tracing of the proper 
year, credits, etc. 

Julius Mattfeld, the CBS 
musicologist, has updated the 
text which will include as 
much of 1950 as possible be- 
fore _ publication deadline. 
Abel Green, editor of VARIETY, 
has added other pertinent in- 
formation to make the book as 
complete and practical a refer- 
ence for radio and film studios, 
television, disk jockey and 
broadcasting program  build- 











Bradley Sets Promotion 
_ Of New Tower Releases 


Dick Bradley, president of Tower 
Records, indie Chicago label, is in 
New York setting up promotion for 
a series of new Tower releases and 
huddling with distributors here. 
He’ll devote most of his time to 
setting up a campaign on Bill Sny- 
der’s newest side, “My Silent 
Love.” 

Cutting of ‘My Silent Love” was 
cued by Snyder’s success with an- 
other oldie, “Bewitched.” 





|they can break. 
ordered an initial pressing of 50,000 


Bradley | 
|says Snyder will record standards | 
| whenever they are adaptable to} 
| Snyder’s piano style and look as if | 
He said he has | 


Tops of the Tops 


Retail Disk Best Seller 
“Mona Lisa” 


Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“Bewitched” 


“Most Requested” Disk 
“I Wanna Be Loved” 


Seller on Coin Machines 
“Bewitched” 


Best British Seller 
“Bewitched” 

















on “Love,” having received 35,000 
orders for the side last week at the 


conference in Chicago. Bradley re- 
turns to Chicago at the end of this 
week. 





National Assn. of Music Merchants | 
ages, claiming Miss Starr had failed 


ADAMS GETS $6,350 
IN SUIT VS. KAY STARR 


Berle Adams, former manager of 
songstress Kay Starr, won a $6,350 
judgment against the chirper in 
N. Y. supreme court last week be- 
cause she allegedly failed to pay 
part of her earnings to him. Miss 
Starr had agreed to hand her one- 


time rep 5% of her earnings over 
a three-year period in return for 
his dropping a breach-of-contract 
suit against her. 

Adams instituted the action last 
summer. He asked $100,000 dam- 


to abide by the terms of a man- 
agerial agreement between them. 
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"co-starring Eddie BRACKEN ~ Gloria DE HAVEN + Warjorie MAIN + Phil SHVERS 


Lyric by Jack Brooks and Saul Chaplin * Music by Harry Warren 


Refrain, Moderately 


PORN EI LE RS 


ne a 


























ss 

ts 

vases 
z 

RIP 3 

‘es 
g 

Seay 





Cdim Gm7,. Cm? C7 F 


===] 









YOU WON-DER-FUL 








se i. Be 


C7 Ddim C7 












































































































































| ers, and the like. There will 
Along with the abatement of the also be an Opera Cavalcade bt 
novelty song has come a re-| along with all-time Best mh P ° r 
surgence of standards that have| Sellers. 1 wont for- get you, —— YOU WON-DER-FUL YOU'——* You're like a 
been inactive for years. Ball was | The “Variety Music Caval- 
started rolling with Richard, cade” is being brought out as 
Rodgers’ “Bewitched,” which is! a separate volume in response 
still up on the best seller lists. | to considerable demand for 
“Are You Lonesome Tonight” is this work between hard cov- 
> another oldie that _ ~~ E| ers. It may be ordered in ad- 
; comeback. “Play a Simple Mel-| vance through VaRIETY. i w thing- bas hap - pened, and with-out 
: ody” caught on at the tail end of | = —— breath of spring, A whole ne g-b P-P 
7 the nostalgia cycle. Latest a T l f k Su 
a ard to make its way up to the top| 
Ss, again is “I Didn’t Know What | crerunken CCESS 
> Time It Was.” 
r Two more oldies which are com: | Cues Cap Drive For 
i ition by record | ° 
po Bol sod “ne "De I *Worry,” | Own Classical Catalog much a - do, J look at you- and there stands love, My arms a-round you, 
e- which was cut by two major labels | Hollywood, July 18. 
1.) last week, and “‘My Silent Love,”| Encouraged by the success of its F Ddim C7 , Cdim Gm7_Cm7_ C7 hr 
st which has just been released by Telefunken catalog, Capitol Rec- ; ee t t 
‘ Tower Records, Chi indie label. | orgs is embarking on its own clas- : aS 
- hoe gi viene J ae Toy eee ‘sical repertoire. Check of monthly ; F iF id 
% who started Standard bali roiling statements showed Cap execs that ‘ : 
ts with the initial waxing of “Be- Tejefunken sales Bs Piss profita- that’s won-der-ful too, —~———* ImgladI found you. YOU WON-DER-FUL 
1g witched.” | ble when pop platters were nose- ; 
Some industry toppers feel that giving, so the decision was 
ly reversion from the novelty-type reached to launch a new division 
's music is due to fact that record entirely separate from the foreign 
a jumped on — re. | catalog acquired two years ne. ) $ 
n sembling a song, just so long as it Outfit was a Reich music trust be- : eo 
z was in the novelty vein. This is| fore the war and prexy Glenn YOU, Re-memtder find-ers keep-ers, los-ers weepers, And be-causethats f° 
‘a- the criticism of Decca veepee Dave | Wallichs set the deal through U. S. bei 
is Kapp, who feels that it’s far better Occupation Authorities in Ger- Dmé Bb Blm7 F D7 G7 C7 : 
a- for a diskery to release several many. { as ss i" ones aS ta 
y- sides of the same good song by| Newly-signed by Cap are such : <= 4 
Li- different artists than to have each longhair artists as coloratura Yma Lome ae 2 sal 
ill artist doing a different song de- Sumac, pianist Leonard Pennario =F se 
spite poor quality of the song it- and the Hollywood String Quartet. true, youre mine now, YOU WON-DER-FUL Toe: —.. e 
ed ' self. |Others recently signed include bs 1 
p+ | Jacques bag age wet Ala ig ba- * 
m- ; : |toneer of the Santa Monica sym- Copyright 1950 HARRY WARREN MUSIC, INC. me 
ite RCA Custom Div. Cuts Tab | Phany, vigstnaet aw ero Hing and Licensing Rights for the United Stotes ond Conodeo controlied by MALER MUSIC CORPORATION 
mM RCA Victor's custom records and. Harold Byrnes’ L. A. Sym- Sole Selling and Licensing Rig y 
Lo- division, which manufactures disks Phony, violinist Louis Kaufman, 
nd for several indie labels, has cut its| and platter pushing as the waxery 
prices on all shellac and vinylite| moves toward the day when, 
pressings. : | hopes, its classical catalogs wi 
R } cover the three speeds and lessens | Columbia. Decca still sticks solely 
is” the gap between costs for initial to PoP stuff. 
ies | Name Band's Solid Bit MILLER MUSIC CORPORATION 
* Universal Song Writers’ League | easure Beach, mun - event Venue «New Vark 19 
bed of New York, ae has been char- | erated ballroom, hit biggest weék 7 e 
Ks, 3 tered to conduct a music publish-| in years with Harry James’ 2,800 Nel Tr lmiella ceri. 
at ing business in New York, with | and Guy Lombardo’s 2,600 within 
capital stock of $20,000, $5 par | six nights, July 9-15, each at $1.50 


value, ‘plus tax. ' ; . 








Exec 


“ eoene tener 
ST ermine Bt gnome 


44 ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 19, 1950 





De Sylva’s ‘Sonny Boy’ a Gag Song 


The death last week of Buddy De Sylva recalls how Lew Brown, 
Ray Henderson and he wrote “Sonny Boy.” The three had gotten 
together one day in 1928. while Al Jolson was on the Coast mak- 
ing a picture, and wrote a mock-ballad entitled “Another Night 
With You.” Asa = they mailed it out to Jolson. Latter imme- 
diately wired back “It's terrific,.”’ telling them of his intention to use 


it in the picture. Me was retitled “Sonny Boy,” and the “gag” sold 
4,500,000 records and 2.500.000 copies. m4 

Louis Bernstein recalls how the team was formed in 1925 
De Sylva had just written a show with Lawrence Schwab and 


to ask Bernstein to help finance it 
but while De Sylva was in his office. 
and Henderson, who were writing for 


Frank Mandel, and had come 
Bernstein turned him down 
he introduced him to Brown 


Shapiro-Bernstein at the time The three got together, and S-B 
published their first effort Alabamy Bound.” 

Meanwhile, the three met Robert Crawford, who was working at 
Irving Berlin. Inc. Crawford got some manufacturers to back their 
show, “Queen High.” and thereaftel Crawford handled the finan- 
cial end of the team’s activities. He became president of De S., B 
& H 

Bernstein also recalls t Eddie Cantor’s trademarked “If You 
Knew Susie” was originally introduced by Jolson, who sang it in a 
show at the Winter Garden. Jolson then passed it on to Cantor 


Bones made | it a hit. 


Terpery, Victor Pacts for Band 
Developed on Martin Teleshow 











Hollywood, July 18 evcles from each of the major mar- 

The band derived from Freddy kets Bands formed in eaeh of 
nine : ne these cities was to go out as a 
Martin's ‘Rand of Tomorrow” tele- \yartin unit in the same manner 
‘ision show has been set for two as the Horace Heidt units were dis- 
yeeks at the Palladium ballroom persed. Martin layout over KTTV 
and with a recording contract at as not been sold todate, however, 
ip e 3 and will more than likely be 
RCA-Victor. shelved unless program can be sold 
Martin auditions talent weekly tg a network station for national 
on his KTTV program and from beaming. Program is running 


the aspirants a panel of judges KTTV $1,750 weekly. 


picks those wit] the most outstand- 





ing possibilities. These are being cs . 

grouped inte an orchestra which Mellin’s Infringement j 
will appear as “Freddy Martin’s ° 

Band of Tomorrow.” Martin will Action Over Mama K.0.'d 


retain a percentage of this band. 

When completely formed, this 
group will go into the Palladium 
as an addea attraction. In addition, 
crew has been set by Martin for a 
two-sided recording session on Vic- 
tor’s Bluebird label. 

Original plan was to have Mar- 
tin conduct program in 13-week 


On a Legal Technicality 


Failure of Bobby Mellin’s Algon- 
quin Music to observe a require- 
ment of the copyright laws caused 
N. Y Federal Judge Gregory 
Noonan last week to toss out the 
firm’s infringement suit against 
Mills Musie, songwriter Floyd 
Saltv’ Holmes, London Gramo- 
phone, Columbia, Decca and RCA- 
Victor. 


In an action filed last spring. Al- 
gonquin charged that Mills’ “lI 
Found My Mama” was lifted from 
its “Mama Blues.” Both 
were written by Holmes. Algon- 
quin picked up “Mama Blues” from 
the Hilliard-Currie Corp. several 
years ago. Disk companies 
named defendants through having 
cut the Mills tune. 


Loophoie that won Mills and the 
waxeries a dismissal was a_ pro- 
vision of the copyright law which 
states that 
ings should be 
fringement of 
work until 
and registration of such work shall 
be complied with.” 

Algonquin allegedly properly de- 
posited two copies with the Regis- 
ter of Copyright, but admits a cer- 
tificate of registration was not ob- 
tained. Judge Noonan held 
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Exhilarating New Hit Song! 


TZENA 


TZENA, TZENA, TZENA 


JACK OWENS, DECCA “without prejudice,” meaning that 
the suit can be resumed when the 
error is adjusted. 

Samuel Jesse Buzzell repped 


Mills and the disk companies. 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
1619 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y. 
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America's Foremost Instrumentalist 


HERBIE FIELDS 


and His Orchestra 
Just Concluded 


PARAMOUNT THEATRE, New York 


and Continuing Theatre Tour 
RCA-Victor Record Artists 


. a 
Esse "Yenc ttat = dye i Sait 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORPORATION 


JOE GLASER, Pres. 


New York Chicago 
745 5th Ave. PI. 9-4600 203 No. Wabash 


Hollywood 
9151 Sunder Blvd. 
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Survey of retail sheet musie i ¢ = S poe 
sales, based on reports obtained | | . oO gis 
from leading stores in 12 cities kK | S| y 2 kta 2 is 
. o } ~ | ak 
Mn omparative sales reas eis 2 | = , 
and showing c Pp iol Silaloials olelets 7 
rating for this and last week. a sielelelelsl es! el = | 0 
roi Sle ;S@lolsi Slsi 8iajiai@n 
;Sleisit!i!|Sl(selzeisi Zl ete 
niciSimisi@tare Sin! « A 
x ~ a > ‘ — | Oo | = v n rs) L 
« QO} } - = ° otfese /Si|aitscig 
= | * 7 ~ (BL eoprhel se eo rer 
Nation Week Ending |= /3)2)* |) 2/2 /s|2) git) 2! > 
Rating S| igi), iste iSt&fi aeiaie 
July 15 ~ Sl ela lS ig isgilialsisiaias I 
iis = 8 e ° mH | 2 | @ | = ci-= @ | ; 
— © = {| & -} es oe sj; £ = | N 
This Last . 2 eigzgis8isis/s|§ sislisisif 
wk. wk. Title and Publisher __ ZiO'io|@! AQ olé& | | S'EIT IS Ss 
1 l “Bewitched” (Ch: appell) + l mu 2 3 ; J 3 1 l 2 2 I 2 106 
ss “Third _Man Theme” (Chappell)... 302 1 4 5 1 _ 3 3 £ 2 8 8 
3 3. “My Foolish “Heart” (Santly ~weoy?.. .. 3 & ¢.8 2 2 . 7 & B.S 
4 5 «y Wanna Be Loved” (Supreme)... .. 5 6 1 3 10 a gs 5 3 3 67 
5 8 “Mona Lisa” (Paramount). . ss - 1 6 + 5 a 9 5 9 6 8 4 60 
6 4 “Piano Roll Blues” (I weeds). . woos 2 11 82 6 8 8. oo ££ 45 
> 10 £“Count. Every Star” (Paxton) Soe 7 8 9 7 5 10 4 6 5 ie 40 
8 6 ___ “Hoop-Dee- Doo” (Mor ris) see ee ¢ ££ « 6 6 36 
9 99 “Sun Don’t Shine” (Famous)... « 8 8 6 8 . ah oe 
10. 11 “Stars Are Windows” (Pickwick) Sw <A 22 
il 7 “Sentimental Me” (Knick’bock'r) 6 — 7 . 8 ——s 17 
12 14B “Bonaparte’ s Retreat” (Acuff-Rose) 4 s.ti“‘«‘RHKS 11 
13A... “Sam’s Song” (Spitzer Bas so 7 ) 7 ae ABR 10 
13B... “No Other Love” (Disney) ae - 10 
14 “Goodnight Irene” (Spencer) 2 ¥ ae pe 
" _ Copacabana, N. Y.. is negotiat- 
ing for Jane and Betty Kean and 
all evie WS the Lind Bros. for its next show. 
TEDDY POWELL ORCH (i) drums, one of the larger crews to a 
Reosevelt Grill, N. Y. play the grill this season. ush in 
Returning to New York for the Pat ne oe the —— agg te 
An ee : 7 , Of iImstruments, Gray eeps tire ‘ 
first time since he formed his new vuleae Galt wetes eanined. ta | ond. thin 
band two years ago, Teddy Powell heighten the melodic effect in this 
fits neatly into the hotel room for- intimate room, a technique much 
mat of straightforward rhythmic to be desired here. Outfit is now 3 
poet sie Salt whe mee be well into its second season since e 
ance muse. - i : Gray returned to the bandstands % 
held over until Guy Lombardo after a year’s lavoff. tr. % 
takes over his regular stand here Tunes lean heavily to the old éo* 7 
. 7 3 ¥ faves and long standards. althoug! mer % 
in August, is laying special accent * : ong standards, ousn A 
the uweet is in light of the (ere is plenty of current pops NO TAX % 
6 SS ee ea oe ate "© and novelty numbers. In the vo- ’ NO COVER. .' 
Lombardo tradition in the Roose- (2) genart + Gaee ene bendied 
‘elt Grill cal department, tunes are handled ye. aps NO MINIMUM 
i . é by Jane Henry, blonde warbler on WIRES * 
-! al 3 departs — the pe at rhythm numbers, and Billy Ray- é : eh» 
tional instrumental setup with a mond, youngster whose forte is OC Cuintitd 
layout of only two trumpets and ballads. It all adds up to listen- ARK A] 
three on rhythm framed against able, dansable rhythms in a proven 


including Powell's. 
Band, however, gets a _ pleasing 
variation im its arrangements via 
the doubling of three of the fid- 
dlers on clarinets, saxes and a flute. 
this flexible aggregation, 
achieves a bigger impact 
than the usual medium-sized band. 
Utilization of the full fiddle section 
is reminiscent of the. old Isham 
Jones orch, although there’s no 
specific attempt at aping any def- 
inite musical mannerisms. 

In fact, when virtually all cur- 
,rent dance bands are pitching up 
music patterned after the name 
| bands of the late 30’s and early 
| 40's, Powell achieves the unusual 
by plaving in a simple stvle of his 
|}own. The dance tempos are dish- 
ed. with unmistakably clarity over 
a soft but definite rhythm base 
with either one of the trumpeters 
or the fiddles carrying the melodic 


six violins, 


although the plaintiff claimed it| line. Trumpets, incidentally, rare- 
applied for such a certificate, it| ly play wide open, the brass be- 
THANKS, does not appear that a re-pleading| ing mellowed by the use of mutes 
would correct the defect, because | or felt covers. 
MR. FLORIST as yet the proper registration is Orch covers the full range of 
VAUGHN MONROE, RCA-VICTOR lacking. Complaint was dismissed} dance tempos although the pre- 


dominant numbers are in the fox- 
trot vein. Book includes stand- 
ards, current pops and occasional 


novelties. Vocals are nicely han- 
dled by the band ensemble and 
one of the sidemen. Herm. 





GLEN GRAY CASA LOMA (14) 
With Jane Henry, Billy Raymond 
Muehlebach Hotel, Kansas City 
Lineup of name bands which the 
Terrace Grill of the Muehlebach is 
using as a magnet for trade dur- 
ing the Centennial summer cele- 
bration here continues with the 
Glen Gray orch in a fortnight 
stand. Although Gray has played 
the town a numbe.- of times, this is 
his first date in the deluxe dinner 
room of the Muehlebach. It's a 
pleasant date for both the hotel 
and the band, as biz is okay all 
around. 
,. Music which the Gray crew of- 
fers follows the established Casa 
Loma pattern which has stood-high 
jin the public faaey for two dec- 
|ades. That pattern is mostly’ mel- 
/low and full with a brand of mel- 
|ody in which Gray features a trio 
lof trombones. Instrumentation 
‘also includes pair of trumpets, five 
reeds, piano, string bass and 


brand of musicianship 

Following its stand here. Gravy 
crew works south from here on 
several weeks of one-nighters 


Quin, 


JACK FINA ORCH 
With Ted Niehols 
Muehlebach Hotel, Kansas City 


Under the recent polievy set up 
by the Muehlehbach to bring some 


bigger name bands into its deluxe 
supper room, Terrace Grill, Jack 
Fina orch is the third on the list. 
Two-week stand is the first date for 
the Fina crew in the Terrace Grill, 
and as is to be expected band 
brings a steady biz during the din- 
ner and supper hours. 

Fina has surrounded his 
board with a capable crew. setting 
up an instrumentation of four 
reeds. three trumpets, three violins 
drums, string bass and his own 
sparkling piano. This line-up 
gives each of three principal sec- 
tions a representative voice in the 
rhythms, making for full. well- 
rounded tonations. While he pro- 
vides plenty of specialty work and 
a wide variety of tempos in the 
portfolio. Fina puts the emphasis 
on dansability. 

As a leader, Fina rates as per- 
sonable, and crew averages on the 
young side. adding considerably 
to*®general impression. Youthful 
Ted Nichols. handling vocals, fur- 
thers this impression, and warbles 
a pleasant ballad. Fina also has a 
trio to work out on vocals of novel- 
tv and rhythm numbers Quin. 


Weems 25th Anni in K.C. 
Kansas City. July 18. 
Anniversary celebration will be 
tendered Ted Weems when he 
opens with his orch in the Terrace 
Grill of the Muehlbach hotel here 
Wednesday (19). It was 25 years 
ago this week that he had his first 
booking in the Muehlebach. the 
date being set personally by Jules 
Stein, now chairman of MCA. 
Booking of Weems into the Gril! 
continues recent policy set up to 
bring stronger band names to the 
hotel during summer of the city’s 
Centennial celebration. Weems fol- 
lows Jack Fina. Glen Gray and 
Joe Reichman into the room. 


(13) 
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PAXTON MUSIC 


1619 BROADWAY NEW YORK 

















SAVE ME 
A DREAM 


BY P. TCHAIKOWSKY, NICK 
KENNY, AND MILTON BERLE 


A ‘Lincoln’ Standard 


1619 B'way, New York City 
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AGVA May Modify 


Franchises in 


Stance on Cuffo 


New Agents’ Code 





A compromise on the elimination + 


Te eee aid of Wanets STEENBERG TAKES OVER 
SHAMROCK BOOKINGS 


Artists is pending. Union is cur- 
rently preparing a new code of 
talent agency operation in which Dick Steenberg, executive as- 


percenters who currently belong 
to agency groups will continue to 
be licensed through such organiza- | 
tions, but union will have final | 
say on all disciplinary matters. 

Changes will be adopted with a | 
revision of Rule B, code governing 
relations between AGVA and the | 
Artists Representatives Assn. Both | 
are currently operating on origi- | 
nal Rule B which expired last 
Jan. 1. 


AGVA _ cgnvention, this past} 
June, adopted a resolution elimi- 
nating the $50 franchise fee in fa- | 
vor of free licenses. New rule was | 
to becpme effective in October. | 

The new AGVA code may be} 
protested by ARA, but it’s figured 
if both sides cannot come to agree- | 
ment, AGVA will invoke the con- 


| 
| 


| opera 


sistant to oilman Glenn McCarthy, 
tor of the Shamrock hotel, 


Pic Stint May Delay 
De Wolfe’s Waldorf Date 


Billy De Wolfe may bow out of 
the opening show of the Wedgwood 
|Room of the Hotel Waldorf-As- 
toria, N. Y., because of a film as- 
signment. Comic, slated for the 
Oct. 2 display, has asked for a re- 
lease in order to do a picture. 

Because of possible bowout of 
De Wolfe, Kitty Kallen’s date for 
that display is also up in the air. 
Originally signed to appear with 
De Wolfe, her date now will de- 
pend on whether a non-singing | 
headliner will be pacted. 





Hotels No Place for Percenters 


In New NY. License Dept. Ruling 





+ N. Y. City Dept. of Licenses is 
on a campaign to get talent agents 
to move out of hotél offices into 
regularly constituted office build- 
ings. Campaign: started a_ short 


WILL FIGHT 207, TAX 
ON N.0.’S MARDI GRAS 


| Louisiana Democrat, said here Fri- 


New Orleans, July 18. 
Congressman F. Edward Hebert, 


time ago. One of the first targets 
was the Plymouth hotel, which had 
converted a floor into office space. 





Houston, has taken over the book- 
ings of that inn, replacing Bill 
Burnham, who headquarters in 
New York. Move was made be- 


| é€ 
KC. Centennial 
cause of duplication in booking | : 
setup. McCarthy and Steenberg | ) | 100 O00 
raws 1,100, | 


always had final say on the talent 
expenditures and both come into 





| day 


(14) that he will “do every-| Plymouth, it’s believed, was arbi- 
thing I can” to prevent the gov-|trarily selected, and agents in other 
ernment’s 20% tax on Mardi Gras/inns are expected to get notice of 
from being put ii.to effect. | revocation of licenses on these 

Hebert said the recent ruling by! grounds. Department frowns on 
the commissioner of Internal Rev-| the too convenient hotel aspects 
enue subjecting New Orleans Car-/| for businesses which accent em- 
nival organizations to the tax is | ployment opportunities for femmes, 





New York frequently to line up 
acts. 
Hotel Connie 
and 
next 


currently has 
Haines, and Larry Storch, 
Artini & Consuelo open 
Tuesday (25). 
Carson for Sept. 5 and Eddie 
Bracken, scheduled for Sept. 19. 
According to Steenberg, Mc- 
Carthy is not planning to sell the 
hotel. Reports had been current 


{ 


Also set are Jack | 











vention. resolution. ‘that Conrad Hilton, head of the 

Amended Rule B will give union | Hilton chain operating the Wal- 
greater powers over agency con-|dorf-Astoria, and Plaza _ hotels, 
tracts with performers. |N. Y., had been negotiating for the 
Shamrock. 





TV Shows Play 
Fanchon & Marco 
Circuit on Coast 


Hollywood, July 18. 


Fanchon & Marco dive into tele- 
vision next Monday (24) with 
'presentation of a complete video 
program on stage of the Manches- 
ter theatre. It’s the first step in a 
deal worked out by David X. Miller 
and his associates to package vid- 
shows for in-person showing in 
number of circuit’s houses. 

First show will be Dick Haynes’ 
KLAC program. He will emcee 
and present six varicty acts that 
have appeared on video. He'll re- 
peat on three successive Monday 
nights at cther F&M houses and if 
idea clicks, Miller, production head 
Joe Lowe and public relations man 
/Bert Richman will package other 
|video programs to play on other 
|week nights over F&M circuit. 

Show will not be telecast, al- 
though break into video is seen as 
‘eventually leading to circuit’s ac- 
‘tual production of vidshows that 
|/ean be picked up while being pre- 
@ Mes, 3} thru 96 @ 81.00 csch a sented on stage. Circuit is paying 
conceit Siket ty ene’ ron sie Ela, al 

vy | Acts appearing wit aynes are 
_ ey ae —F" | Lita Grey Chaplin, Radio Rogues, 
@ 3 Bks. PARODIES, per bock $10 @ || Lani McIntire, Don Levy, Borden 

—all 3 diff. Books for $20— Twins, Billy Grant Trio. They'll 
: BLACKOUT Bits. es. bk. +4 $ | receive regular one-shot rates, with 

—all 4 diff. Vols. for $80— Haynes and show’s packagers to 

participate in profits. 


HOW TO Aka | 
WATKINS SUES FOR SLIC 
OF DEAN MARTIN'S CO! 


NO C.0O.D.’S 
PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54 St., New York 19 Dept. V 
Los Angeles, July 13. 
Sammy Watkins, bandleader, 
filed suit for $33,500 against Dean 
Martin in L. A. superior court. He 
wants 10% of the singing comic’s 
earnings since 1943. At that time, 
he claims, Martin agreed -to pay 
that percentage of his earnings in 
return for cancellation of his vo- 
calist contract. 

Martin’s attorneys declare he 
was relieved of the obligation by 
going through bankruptcy in N. Y. 
last year, when he and partner 
Jerry Lewis were at the Copaca- 


bana. 
MICHAEL 


CABIBBLESBOULAS 


Currently CHICAGO THEATRE, Chicago 
- MCA - 





? 

Cape Cod’s Summer Acts 
Plymouth, Mass., July 18. 

Mayflower hotel here is booking 
acts twice weekly during the sum- 
mer. Archie Robbins, Jan Bart and 
Steve Evans have already worked 
there while Georgie Tapps, Monica 
Boyar, .Eddie Garr and Henny 
Youngman are under negotiation. 
Dance team of Renee & Root, 
who recently returned from a 
European tour, are on the staff at 

this resort inn. 


JACK PARKER 
and DOLL 


ORPHEUM 
THEATRE 


OMAHA 
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| To Spiral Gros 


Kansas City, July 18. | 
| City Centennial celebration 
'closed last week with attendance 
| total of more than 500,000 for the | 
i|various show biz events staged 
| as part of the official program. In- 
cluding parades and sundry other 
| activities, attendance for the cele- 
brations from June 3 through July 
10 topped 1,100,000, according to 
| the Centennial Assn. 
| Biggest attendance magnet was | 
| the city’s own production, “Thrills | 
|of a Century,” staged in the new 
| Starlight theatre in Swope Park. | 
| Performances from June 3 through | 
| July 10, with exception of a few | 
| rainouts, totalled 147,000. Show | 
was a slow starter with only 
about 3,000 persons nightly for the 
first week. It built steadily until 
final week was a sellout, last per- 
|formance drawing 7,900 for the 
record of the run. Prices ranged 
| from 75c. to $3. 

“Holiday on Ice,” | 
| brought in as top professional | 
| show, played to 62,000 in a 9-day | 
|run, at prices ranging up to $3. | 
| “Water Follies of 1950” in seven | 
| days in the Municipal Auditorium | 
| Played to 26,000, at $3 top. Local | 
|fashion industry musical, “Big | 
| Birthday,” drew 10,000 in four per- | 
formances in the Music Hall. Other | 
‘figures: “Beau Brummel” show, | 
two nights, 6,500; revival of the 

Epperson Minstrels, three nights, | 
| 6,000; square dance fiesta, three | 
| nights, 21,000; Indian Village, | 
| 50,000; and Industrial Exposition, | 
| 115,000; two parades, 325,000 each. | 
| On the financial side, backers of | 
| the “Thrills” pageant will get some | 
of their money returned to them, | 
although exact sum has not yet 
been calculated. One of the out- 
standing contributions to the city 
has been $150,000 furnished by the | 
Centennial Assn. for building of 
the Starlight theatre. As a result 
town has an outdoor theatre seat- 
ing 7,600, and henceforth will have 
series of summer shows there. 


AFM Reclassifying 
Borderline Acts In 
New Deal With AGVA 


| The American’ Federation of | 
| Musicians has started reclassifica- 
| tion of performers who were forced 
to resign from American Guild of 
| Variety Artists and join the AFM. 
| First group consisted of Edwards 
| Seow, a hand-balancing trio in 
which one of them plays the piano. 
Another is Fred Hess, monologist, 
| who does a bell-ringing bit. 

| According to the recently signed 
,agreement between AGVA_ and 
| AFM, musicians’ union will re- 
| classify all performers whose union 
Status is questionable. 

Movement is afoot to have ;the 
| AFM repeal the 10% travelling tax | 
on performers who recently joined | 
'the AFM because of the pact be- | 
'tween both unions. 





blade unit 

















Musical acts | 
| are also asking AFM to repeal ban | 
| against doubling when in the juris- | 
| diction of an AFM local in another | 
area. 
Enken’s Miami Cafe | 
Miami Beach, July 18. | 
Leon Enken, former co-owner 
with Eddie Davis of Leon & Ed- 
die’s, N. Y., will open a new) 
Miami spot sometime next month. | 
Cafe, to be located on Biscayne 
Blvd., will have a policy similar 
to ‘that currently in effect at 
L. & E.’s in New York. 
_ Enken, who dissolved partner- 
| ship with Davis some years ago, 
operated Leon & Eddie’s, Palm 
| Beach, and at one time managed 
‘the Clover Club, Miami, 





“one of the most important matters | 
of a local nature which need at-| 
tention in V’ashington.” 

“I can’t’ believe,” <he _ said, | 
“that Comm. George Schoene- | 


}mann is famiiiar with the purpose | of licens 


and activities of New Orleans’ | 
Mardi Gras organizations, other- 
wise such a ruling would never 
have been issued.” 

He said the ruling will “strike a 
serious blow” at Mardi Gras, which 


License Dept. drive has already 
netted some _ auxiliary results. 
Harry Lenetska has been _ sub- 
poened for operating without a 
license. Sid Sayre has had notice 
e revocation, but it’s likely 
that latter will not be prosecuted 
because he suspends his N. Y. 
office in the summer to work in 
the” borscht -belt. He has told the 
department that he’ll locate in 
other quarters when he returns to 


annually attracts thousands of | 
tourists to this old city on the)! 
Mississippi’s levees. 


New York in the fall. Both were at 
the Plymouth, 

Matty Rosen, who also had been 
operating,.at the Plymouth, was 
| given a hearing and a $25 fine was 
| suspended because of the circum- 
stances surrounding his case. Rosen 
declared that he had moved into 
the Plymouth believing that it 
would be okay because Sayre al- 
ready had a license issued to him, 


No Spendthrifts 
Among 900,000 | and made application for a permit. 


e 8 
At Chicago Fair si.i2x, «ie ses,ana 


| , 
Rosen’s license was 








Building. 
Chicago, July 18. (Continued on page 48) 

Although the Chicago Lake 
Front Fair hit the 500,000 admis- | 
sion mark last weekend, financial | 
take has been far below par, with | 
the management already employ- 
ing bargain ducats. Last week 
ticket stands in the Loop and on}: 
fair buses had salesmen peddling 
a general admission plus an attrac- 
tion, a $1.10 value for 85c. Even 
with the discount tickets, business 
remains weak with all attractions 
reporting low grosses. Pageant, 
one of the strongest attractions at 
last year’s Railroad Fair, has also 
dropped in attendance. 

Cypress Gardens Water Show, 
one of the few paying attractions 
last season, is off also but at-| 
tributes this partly to rainy. 
weather. Attendance has _ been 
heavy in the morning, but most 
are non-amusement seekers. In 
the evening, logical time for heavy 
theatrical b.o., general admission 
has been light. 














VIC HYDE 


Currently Headlining 


SAVOY HOTEL 
London 
Doubling BBC-TV 
Mgt.: FOSTERS, LONDON 
USA: HORRABIN, Des Moines 








RENO HOTEL SOLD 


Reno, July 18. 

Golden hotel here has_ been 
taken over by the syndicate which | 
also operates local Bank Club. 
No changes in _ operation § are 
planned. Clay Rambeau will con- 
tinue as manager. 

Spot uses shows booked out of 
Hollywood. 
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Wally Overman 
COLORS IN RHYTHM 


TOURING FOX INTERMOUNTAIN 
THEATRE CIRCUIT 
Management: 


MATTY ROSEN, New York 
| SAM ROBERTS, Chicago 






































The Theatres of the Stars 


LOEW’s 
BOOKING AGENCY “. 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES : 


BUILDING ANNEX 
: OE at Street, N.Y.C. * JUdson 2-2000 


LU B | N GENERAL MANAGER 


SIDNEY H. PIERMONT sooxwa wanvoer 
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| a ° Heart.” Les is featured on “Little | intimate atmospbere oa valle (j © = ; 
3 n Jug,’ for additional ap- utes is not an easy task, but 1s t 
N ht Club Reviews — = ‘accomplished by songstress with rcil ers P 
| Crew then calls on Joe Vera to charm and confidence. Piano ac- | : 





plause. 





Cafe Reuge. N. Y.- 
(HOTEL STATLER) 


Shep Fields Orch (14) with 


Thelma Gracen, Jimmy Flora Orch 
(3): $1.25-$2 cover. 





Shep Fields makes a slight de- 


parture from the norm in his stint 
at the Cafe Rouge. 


only offers the customary dance 
music, but each evening puts on two 


Bandleader not 


15-minute shows, one for dinne! 


and one for supper. It’s a good 
gesture that makes for a warme! 
reception from the customers 


Ability to put on the show, even 


though it runs 15 minutes, stems 
fromthe vergatile makeup of the 








bers like 


mostly rhumbas and waltzes 











“Fiddle 


‘Hora Staccats. witched.” Threesome goes classic 


4 Ir é *s vocals : : 4 C mes | 
at neuen dk siekoeabes appear- again with “Sardar March, and Don Carlos. 
ance of band considerably. 
phonist Tommy Lucas also is good 
on other vocals. 
parts a feeling of ease and smooth- 
ness. 


version of 


Quin. 


Clever Club. Miami 
Miami, July 17. 


close with comedy 


Saxo- - 
na “Twelfth Street Rag. 


Entire unit im- 


Jimmy Flora unit moves over 


Room: minimum $1.50, $2.50. t 


Chan. : 
1 


Chez Paree. Chi 
Chicago, July 14 
loan MT rrilil Les Charlivels (3) 
Borrah Mimevitch’s Harmonica Ras 
h Johnny Puleo (6). Doran 


furbished (after fire six weeks ago) 
Clover Club last week, with spot « 
now one of the most attractive in 
the area. 


(Sunday, ! 

























































(6), Latin Aires (5); cover, $1.50, 
The Vagabonds, Marie Lawlor, $2. 


from the Cocktail Lounge to fill Carlos & wUinda, Tony Lopez Orch, | 


n the 9 to 10 p.m. spot, playing Woody Woodbury in Lounge, Little ( ing hol 
: Jack Little and Trio in Vagabond spotlight at this Sunset Strip bis-| 


Jack Goldman preemed his re- parade of talent that will include ‘ 0 
i t gay King Cole Trio, June Christy and RKO labor relations dept., and it’s 


sit in at the keyboard as they turn companiment by Les Crosley is per- 


| 
Faddle” and , ; se ; br oo | ° 
- recorded version of “Be-  fectly timed. In addition there are | 
out their reco s two bands for dancing, both led by | pposing 


Myro. 


Mocambo. Hollywood 
Hollywood, July 12. e@W ac 

Mel Torme, Roger Spiker Orch 

| A stiff fight by operators of cir- 
- . cuit theatres is expected on the 
stylizing will hold the american Guild of Variety Artists 
proposals for a new contract. Cir- 
cuit reps met last week in the of- 
fice of Major Leslie Thompson, of 





Vocal 
ro for the next eight weeks with | 
ncumbent Mel Torme leading the | 


June Hutton. In on a percentage anticipated that a set of counter 


deal, Torme should do both the proposals will be made. 


‘lub and himself some good since 


. proposals by the 
his particular stvle has a growing 


Among the 














































































































band. Group plavs in two styles, (0° """ : : ‘wom ote te From opening night : a eee © union is the elimination of the 5°. 
eat: elie Fields adestark ins. MA sastige 2 —_ Ser, ee July 9) _— P ‘avne landmark has water ~ tama platterings won't booking office fee. limit of 30 ) 
pling Rhythm,” and the other & —.. Ore 10 Ch “he iad > been sellout or the two shows Phenttian wiatet offert was 6 teille shows weekly for all categories of , 
simple, melodic dance style. stress- $3 50 er $] nightly. And with it. biz in the : De eek whee performers, an upped scale, and 
s ae, Sas ' pap Bower : ui $3.5 cover $1 lounge with longtime fave. Woody 0n the long side and Torme needs | Fe" as 
ing violins. Rippling style featur ennai Woodbury and the Vagabond to make a few changes There |transportation from + engagement } 
use of a set of blocks by the drum” sithough this is only a two week Room with Little Jack Little and are, of course, arguments as to Previously played. Latter is ex- 
mer, an accordion =e. tne pooking. and possibly lower bud- pis trio. also on the sellout side tonal! quality but the fact remains pected to be one of the major 
rhythm, staecato trumpet ona geted than previous displays. it Main attraction are The Vaga- that Torme is a personable young bones of contention since it would 
and flute and — + agp by = stacks up as entertaining fare. ponds. The foursome. who offer gent who has developed his par- militate against bookers hiring acts ‘ 
a ptt afin ba ae, What makes it more unusual for comedy songs and zanyisms~ with ticular style to a fine point. and out of Chicago or the Coast for j 
fon with ood ose pcan ght as Tired the regulars is absence of a name their instrumentals, are definitely Purveys it with a professional eastern theatres. a 
, comedian, practically a must at this the act they come to see. polish. Current stint is marred t 
pets bistro. Show. however. is neatly Room itself is enlarged (to 450 Only by an unnecessary story synop- j 
Both styles are easy to dance tO. balanced with the chorus. aided seating) and is kept filled for the SiS that accompanies three “Annie Detroit Niterv Razed 
and both are alternated to break by the sock dance routines by two shows nightly. Get Your Gun” tunes and by a ° im ——- d 
up each set. Book includes stand- Doran and France. The Vagabonds set up their Windup Dixieland skin-beating ses- Loss Set at $200,000 I 
ards like Rosalie and “That Old Les Charlivels. three French’ standard stuff, but have added biz, sien that doesn't quite fit. Best Detroit. July 18 f 
Black Magic” and current plU8, voungsters. amaze with their such as the bridge opening bit in Part of the turn is some socko ae + Soe : 
tunes. speedy spins and tumbles, with the the “I Wonder” number that is takeoffs on Sinatra, Como, Eck- A $200,000 two-alarm fire razed i 
Violin section features a girl. Jads doing fast garb switches and local and fanny. stine, Laine and Haymes vocaling | the Club Bali, swank nitery last 
Carmel, who is showcased during following each other in dervish-like Supporting acts are adequate. “Blue Moon and forme also. week. The fire, which broke out 
the show. Dressed neatly in same leaps. Trio is about the fastest to Marie Lawlor is an attractive gal easily tosses off a beguiling “Be-| in the morning, trapped a kitchen 
colors as rest of band, she makes a_ hit this town in vears. Acro danc- Who sings well-arranged songs. At witched.” ; helper in a basement cooling box. 
pleasing appearance on the stand jing is interspersed with some fine times the facial expressions are a Oka) showbacking comes from He was rescued after four firemen I 
and plays an excellent violin in her clarineting, a la Harry James. plus, bit overdone, but overall. she gets Roger Spiker crew which clings were overcome by_ smoke. 4 
solo spot. Music during show con- a violin solo by one of the trio.. by nicely with her medleys and to the straight terpath while the | Fire Marshall Ed Hall said d i 
sists of violin medley. and num-,Group does some exciting roll-| pops. Carlos and Linda offer La- Latin Aires lead the way for the Pt ore a i yeohg en A 
™ rere overs for hefty applause tino rhythmed routines to nice re- Simuous stulf. Kap. err bapa. ehind the bai _ h 
‘teas, Steaeath “tied bimics. dannn | COUN. ok, ere eee parently caused the blaze which . 
One ¢ a cUnRer, Open Woodbury e@emece | damaged five adjacent stores. 
with a fasty, “Sunnvside of the Yoodbury emcees efficiently | K TO LONDON: aa . ! 
the Street.” which does effective job while Tony Lopez's. orch  back- HILDY BAC ’ The club’s owners, Frank Coul- Ek 
of quieting the audience after the grounds in top manner and fills the ) son, Fred Hammond and John 
* first act. Songstress makes an ef- floor for dance sets. Lary. AMBASSADEURS FOLDO Maher, said the loss was covered H 
fective switch with a torcher — fully by insurance. They had pur- i: 
“Don't Say Goodbye,” which also Park Ave... N. ¥. London, July 18. chased the club three months ago, A 
gets nifty reception. Follows with Charlie Stewart. Scottu Graham Hildegarde returns to the Hotel \ 
ie * “Sing You Sinners,” “How Did He Clarice Crawford, Dorothy Denny: Savoy here next summer at a prob- se mmc ines raat rs 
Look.” her best number, and closes no cover or minim j “* lable tilt over her recent 1,000 A 
strong with “A Thousand Violins.” entnemistonee pounds deal. This despite a 2.000 . 
tegardless of what top harmon- Fanchon & Arnold. Park Ave- guineas (£2,100) offer from the REX , 
* * * ica playing the six Borrah Mine- nue Restaurant. in confining sum- Cafe de Paris. 3 
vitch Rascals might dish out. it’s mer activities to the downstairs — 3 
the topdrawer pante antics of lit- room, have installed a small. com- Les Ambassadeurs’ Foldo i 
e tle Johnny Puleo that convulses pact show that provides restful Paris, July 18 _ 
the customers. His sad. soulful- diversion. Performers are mainly Pierre Louis-Guerin is calling i 
Just Closed eyed expression, his gouging and on the instrumental side which his season at the reopened Les A . 
fighting with his cohorts gets yocks neatly fills requirements of the Ambassadeurs quits next week, rT 
CHICAGO FAIR sgl eee snerene Con a Prete od — en ang silat ah ahevlies try to. ten N 
sidy caps Ss = S etwee S a good sip-and-listen room tha : ‘ctr fav Ti ’ : 
oS the clowning rest of the Rascals entices a good deal of late trade. ey — Hernere oa ae Currently: Bi 
aT ¢ < aie ctrajic v 9 ° ath 
iat re | harmonteaing of “Sweet Sue any <p One,of the potent features of the Michel Emer’s big band as attrac. | HENRY GRADY HOTEL Sr 
Sing Lee Sings gets the nod as J 4 as > show is organist Charley Stewart, tions Atlanta, G ; M. 
the top act.” Peg ot My Heart. who endows the Hammond with a i . a ee Ti 
—Variety. Doran and France are welcome keen insight into musical structure He opened June 12 and from the Direction: 
® holdovers with some fiery new. and literate readings of a wide start the Parisians, while intrigued EDDIE ELKORT ye 
dance numbers. Stan Gower. on catalog ranging from pops. blues to by Miss Thompson's terps and = Lew 2&2 Leslie Grade, Ltd. | 5 
“4 family troupe that special- |) Production vocal backing and em- semi-classics. This Negro instru- Tangements, couldn't quite , dig” 250 West ose tr »2 4, 
izes in doing things so high it J‘ Ceeing, does a fine job on both. Cee mentalist rates considerable atten- her —she was too “special and ew York, %. ¥ J 
makes most people nervous to Davidson orch registers strong in tion during his turns “too American” even tor the hep ae ate Fr 
think about it!” showbacking and on customer Another staple in this spot is international patronage. Thomp- ee 
—Chicago Tribune. dance tunes. Chico does nicely Scotty Graham, a migratory singer 'son act has London bookings. | ioe Tc 
in the rhumba relief sessions who brings tunes up to the ringside | P 
e Zabe oie a effect. Tunes are espe-' ° ‘9 . BOBBY Ei 
. RK ead , Clally effective in the candle-light Ph I Ca L * 
Opening El Cabash. K. ¢. atmosphere of the room. 4 : y sind $ cense , : c. 
RADIO CITY (BELLERIVE HOTEL) Clarice Crawford provides a [Lifted on Triple Violations WHALING ie 
MUSIC HALL. N. Y. ; Kansas City, July 14. session at the piano, chiming in f : 3 
' The Harmonicas (3), Joe Vera with an occasional song. She's a. Philadelphia, July 18. and Ba 
July 20 Orch (3); cover $1, $1.50. skillful 88er, and voice, a well-de-| Suspension of the Latin Casino’s - 
- veloped soprano, reaches the en- liquor license for a 45 day period, Y V rc T T F De 
Management: A goodly crowd turned out tire room without benefit of the effective August 4. was announced a 
SAM ence, AGENCY, 25 Taylor St. here for the opening of a two- mike. ; Sepia singer similariy rates Thursday (13) by the State Liquor ae 
an Francisco pars é 7 TI. vie attention. ~ » ar ; 
week stand by the Harmonicats. Control Board. Opening July 23 
— —- playing the dinner room of the __ Dorothy Denny plays a compara- The license is issued to Harry ~ 
— Bellerive for the third time. They rynees — piano to complete the Steinman, cafe’s operator. Board STEEL PIER dir 
aii’ hit aaa rg h ich ve noe 2 : — Jose. | charges sales on Sunday and after Jo 
been nothing so strong recently. Embassy. london | hours, service of Haquor to minors, Atlantic City re 
< yin ° permitting minors to act as enter- 
perked from their first show. London, Julv 12 talneen | oe 
Orch leader Joe Vera gets show Julie Wilson, with Les Crosley: | ; be — 31 
aye — with some fancy work Don Carlos Bands; minimwie $3.50. as yg one egy Pel Ps 
at the keyboard on “La Cumparsa” ents ; agria+ , rel y 
and “Somebody Loves Me.” Har- _ In her second cabaret appearance | SUSPension by the Liquor Board to Grant’s Riviera ie 
gore take ar from there for ~ London, Julie Wilson has the ag _ gg ag ip tiny ° Say nay ee an Bil 
a half-hour of their solid har- advantage of a well-planned r ne at tne rate © per day tor . Mi 
PATRICS ae monies and special rhythms. They in an exclusive chub. Lay a a every day of the suspension. The 7 peda: = won B 
HELENE and HOWARD ee ee a il ee ol ey 4 + rages being a wy fine will come to ee ee ae Ph 
: omedians,” an “Harmonica orate, favors the artist. and the $450 and it is expected that the Pat 
Sureqeey: Boogie” for solid returns. Jerry class of patronage attracted is ever | club will pay the fine rather than | * TALENT CONTEST * Bot 
ORIENTAL THEATRE Murad breaks it up a bit with ready to applaud a good enter-/| close its doors for 45 days. MONDAY NIGHTS - 
CHICAGO some comedy antics with Al Fiore tainer. | | Es 
and Don Lee and trio sock across The character of Miss Wilson’s' Pat Pagnotta, who formerly op-_ Prize: Professional Engagement re 
their by-now standard “Peg O appeal emerges more clearly at the erated his own talent agency, has || (Oupticate Prizes Awarded In the Case of Tie) 
= Embassy than on her previous en- joined the Jules Ziegler office. | r ; 
——- gagement at the dual Berkeley ———— - —— Gay 
/ Square spot, the Colony, and the Joh 
SONGS THAT PACK EM IN. ry news on act has been shrewdly An 
adapted to include the best of th j ee 
old numbers and some new aan Puppet Artistry on Ice 3% 
Tiles ition Each is rendered with a cute and he 
é | pointed ‘sophistication. Ma 
Radio The chanteuse tees off with Nu 
‘ SVAN “Most Gentlemen Don't Like Love,” Bo 
Supper Cluds Be See and follows with a new arrange- Dor 
A cahiusiye manaecaees meek of “Ballin’ the Jack.” in which ; a 
becartines she is supported by a mythical i aT 
cordings PHIL EDWARDS Harvest the he xmyttiien Opening JULY 20TH (4 WEEKS) Bil 
( — ae a PR mca ee 2 Tow- CHASE HOTEL, St. Louis on 
545 FIFTH AVENUE = um” for ad litional plaudits. 
owever, her stylized versions of re) . Jos) 
| NEW YORK 17,N. Y. “If a Man Could Be” and “Louis- pening AUGUST 17 Don 
if MUrray Hill 7-6865 ville Lou” still click-strongly with NICOLLETT HOTEL, Minn Cel 
—* i EA 5.000 KA ra ina Annee on no e customers. ' ° a 
a { POO RSS Pa 1 Occupying the solo spot in this 





cet | 8h 
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WEEK OF JULY 19 





whether full 


or split week 


VARIETY BILLS 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 


| Jack Russell 


, Jackie Van 
| 


Little Buck 
| Eddie O’Neal Ore Bud Prentice Ore 
| Silver Frolics Me} Cole Ore 
| Sonny Mars Vine Gardens 
| Jimmy Nelson Jan Bart 
Mickey Sharp 





Letter in parentheses indicates circuit (FM) Fanchon Marco; (1) Independent; 
(L) Loew; (M) Moss; (P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll; (W) Warner; 
(WR) Walter Reade 








NEW YORK CITY 


Capitol (L) 20 
Bert Wheeler 
Sid Slate 
Stan Fisher 
Lou Willis Jr 
Sonny Dunham Orc | 
Music Hall (1) 20 
Town Topic 
Sing, Lee & Sing 
June Winters 
Mark Dawson 
Ricky Holden 
Nip Nelson 
Raymond Page 
Rockettes 

Palace (R) 20 
Yonely 
Pat Kooney Sr 
dack Cordon 
Stumy; & Stumpy 

(four to fill) 

Paramount (P) 

Louis Jordan 5 
Fontane Sis 
Bobby Van 
Rudy Cardenas 
Bob Chester Ore 
George Wright 

Roxy (1) 21 
Andrews Sis 
Carol Lynne 
Phil Romayne 
Terry Brent 
Boy Foy 

Strand (W) 22 
Jane Pickens Co 
Buddy Lester 
Laurette & Clymas 
Florian Zabach 





’ 





Bill Snyder Ore 
Homer & Jethro 
Kabbible & 

Douglas 

Oriental (i) 21 
Dick Contino 
Herbert & Saxon 
Helene & Howard 
3 Winter Sis 


|} Carl Sands Ore 


CINCINNATI 
Albee (R) 20 
Wells & 4 Fays 
Chester Dolphin 
Eiieen Barton 
Tommy Hanlon Jr 
King Cole 3 
DETROIT 
B‘way (P) 22 Only 
Asylum of Horrors 
MIAMI 
Olympia (P) 19 


| King Bros 


Tanya 

Naitto Dogs 

Jack Marshall 

Stewart & 
Blackburn Twins 


OMAHA 
Orpheum (P) 21 
Mills Bros 
Elliott Lawrence 
Geo Connolly 
Parker & Doll 


WASHINGTON 


Capitol (Ll) 20 
Gautiers Steeple 
Chase 


CHICAGO | Martin & Florenz 
Chicago (P) 21 | Leo De Lyon 
Margaret Whiting Ryan & McDonald 
BRITAIN 
ASTON { Mr. Lyon 
Hippodrome (1) 17 | Dunn & Grant 

Dick Tubb | Dey, D & Dey 


June Scott 
Les Cooper 
Mile. DuRoy 
Anton Petrov 
Mildred Hammond 
John Gerrard 
Noon Bros 
Gridneff & P 
Geo. & Lydia 
Eden Lovelies 
BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome (M) 17 
Donald Peers 
Frank Marx & Iris 
Alee Pleon 
Wileox Bros } 
Ed Gordon & Nancy | 
Godfrey & Kerby 
A J Powers 
Pygram & Brandon 
Aeral Kenways 
BLACKPOOL 
Grand (1) 17 
Josef Locke 
J Radcliffe Co 
Irancis & Gray 
Joan Stuart 
Annettes Ladies 
Jimmy Wheeler 
Larry Drew 
Opera House (i) 
Tessie O’Shea 
Nat Jackley 
Jerfy Desmonde 
Terry-Thomas 
Ben Yost Guards 4 
5 Olanders 
Sheila Mathews 
Maureen Sims 
Tiller Girls 
Palace (i) 17 
Merry Macs 
Jean Kennedy 
S White & Ann 
Fred Brezin 
Marion Sanders 
J Hutch & Stan 
Frances Duncan 
Bebe & Belle 
Joe Church 
Tower Circus (i) 17 
Charlie Cairoli 
Paul Co 
Ernie’s Sealions 
Gilbert Houcke 
Pierre Alizes 
Jacques & Maryse 
7 Ashtons 
Roberto Chiesa Co 
3 Peters 
Baudy’s Animals 
Knie’s Horses 
3 Goetachis 
Dorchésters 
Laconas 
Jimmy Scott 
Annettes 
Circusettes 
Balcombes 
WINTER GARDEN 
Pavilion (i) 17 
dimmy Edwards 
Joy Michols 
Dick Bentley 
Costello Twins 
Nino Wonder Dog 
St Clair & Day 
3 Bassi 
Peter Grant 
Patricia Hartley 
Bobby Beaumont 
BOSCOMBE 
Hippodrome (i) 17 
Billy Whittaker 
Mimi Law 
B & M Clayton 
C Fairweather 
Phil Lester 
Pat Hagen 
Sonny Hughes 
Elizabeth Parsons 
Eric Marsh 
Hi Diddle Diddle 
ebs 
Terry’s Juveniles 
BRISTOL 
Empire (i) 17 
Jack Haig 
Gay Euridge 
John Doye 
Ann Peel 
Riga & Dorita 
Keen & King 
3 Orlandos 
Sybil Dunn 
Charles Doakes 
Marietta Dancers 
Nudes Parisian 
Hippodrome (S) 17 
Bartlett & Ross 
Douglas Harris 
Cliff Sherlock 
Loren Lorenz 
Billy Carol 
Moray Bros & D 
Elwardos 
CHISWICK 
Empire (S) 17 
Josh White 
Don Cummings 
Max Bacon 
Celeste 
Rowleys 


17 





DERBY 

Grand (S$) 17 
Lee Lawrence 
Jose Moreno Co 
Spanglers 
Alan Clive 
Eddie Reindeer 
Terry Hall 
R & M Lamarr 
Reid & Dorothy 


EAST HAMPTON 
Palace (1) 17 

Margit Kollar 
Eltham & Sharpe 
Marianne 

Merry 3 
D & S Stephens 
Magyar Ballet 


EDINBURGH 
Empire (M) 17 
Bertha Ricardo 
Irving & Girdwood 
5 Smith Bros 
Margo Henderson 
Sam Kemp 
Jack Anthony 
Joan Rene 
Stewart Johns 
Bond Rowell 
I & S Davis 
12 Colinettes 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 17 
H & A Ross 
Sam Costa 
B & M Konyot 
Nitwits 
Swan & Leigh 
Bobbie Breen 
Joe Ortnes 
Scott Sanders 
GLASGOW 
Empire (M) 17 
Grafton Sis & J 
Nicholas Bros 
Allen Bros & June 
Deep River Boys 
Fran Dowie 
D & J O'Gorman 
Allen & Lee 
Joan Hinde 
GRIMSBY 
Palace (I) 17 
Harry Rowson 
Iris Barrie 
Phyllis Newton 
Phil Rivers 
Denis Hobday 
Jon Boldini 
Bernard Jones . 
lan Hynes 
David Bros 
Garland & Roberts 
Gold Dig’in’ Lovlies 
LEEDS 


Empire (M) 17 
Reg Dixon 
Curzon 3 
Margery Manners 
Roger Carne 
Medlock & Marlowe 
Scott & Foster 
Flying .Comets 
Victor Seaforth 
Ryan & Young 
LEICESTER 
Palace (S$) 17 
Woods & Jarrett 
Eddie Williams 
Pep Graham 
Moroccos 
Shorty Maunsey 
Lewis Hardcastle 
Harlem Belles 
4 Tune Tattlers 
ea LONDON ; 
Pailadium (M) 17 
Frank Sinatra 
Virginia Lee 
Max Wall 
Maudie Edwards 
Pattison & Jackson 
Wilson Keppel & B 
Krista & Kristel 
Pierre Bell 
Palladium Tiller Gls 
Skyrockets Orc 
MANCHESTER 
Palace (M) 17 
Lena Horne 
Les Rayner & B 
Bernard Miles 
Rex & Bessie 
Myrons 
Harry Bailey 
4 El Granadas 
Fayne & Evans 
NEWCASTLE 
Empire (M) 17 
Mills & Bobbie 
3 Monarchs 
Malta Dog Revue 
Mare & Geo 
Sampion—Zurani 
5 Serenaders 
Melody Maids 
Libera 
Richard Bell 
NORWICH 
Hippodrome (1) 17 
Eddie Connor 
Koba K Kalee 


«* “*-. 


Tom Lockwood 
Fred Wilkin 
Eric Corrie 
Jack Laurie 
John Corrie 
Adigo Co 
Janet Frazer 
Geo Sandiford 
Hobbie Co 
12 Lovelies 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 17 
Allan Jones 
Hatton & Ernest 
Arnley & Gloria 
Tattersall & Jerry 
Cooke’s Ponies 
2 Sophisticates 
Hackford & Doyle 
| 2 Valors 
PORTSMOUTH 
| 
} 





Royal (M) 17 
Norman Evans 
Geay & Austin 
F & Paul King 
Senor Carlos 
Bil & Bil 
3 Cordells 
Maple Leaf 4 

SCUNTHORPE 

Savoy (i) 17 
Dresser & Dale 
Elroy 
Mifelov 
Cassidy Kids 
Henry Vadden 
Mussaire 
3 Zaros 

SHEFFIELD 

Empire (M) 17 
6 Sweet Notes 
Issy Bonn 
Patricia & Rudy 
Len Clifford & F 
Musical Elliotts 
Maurice & Ray 
SHEPHERDS BUSH 

Empire (S) 17 
Morton Frazer Co 
Lizbeth Webb 
Iris Sadler 
L Loyal & Micky 
Ravic & Rene 
Dave Park 
Tom Truman 

SUNDERLAND 

Empire (M) 17 
Stuart & Gray 
Squadronaires 
Raymond Smith 
Morris & Cowley 








| 16 Dancing Feet 





| 





Bemand Pigeons 
Manley & Austin 
SWANSEA 
Empire (M) 17 
Hal Monty 
John Denis Co 
Rosemary: Andree 
Kirk Stevens 
Flack & Lucas 
Margarite & Charles 


WALTHAMSTOW | 
Palace (i) 17 

Charlie Ellis 

Shen-Tun’ 


Paul & Pauline 
2 Konyots 
Marie Joy 
Paula Coutts 
E J Wood 
Peter Kenyon 
Dan Jarrett 


WOOD GREEN 

Empire (S) 17 
Charlie Chester 
Fred Ferrari 
Ken Morris 
Arthur Haynes 
Edwina Carol 
Len Marten 
Boliana Ivanko 4 
Marriott & Wenman 
5 Brahims 
Tiller Girls 

YORK 

Empire (i) 17 
3 Atlantas 
Deny’s Hackett 
Joe Hale Ore 
Benson Dulay 
Hughie Green 


CANADA 


EAST HAMPTON 
Granada (i) 17 
Shamvahs 
Eddie’s 
Terry O’Neil 
Kovacs 
MONTREAL 
Roxy (1) 20 
Fifi D’Orsay 
Leticia 
Ray English 
3 Jay Walkers 
Lynn & Margot 
Darnys & 
Mercedes 
Steve Basco 
Will Skinner Ore 


New Acts 

















Cabaret Bills 








Birdiana 
| Charlie Parker 
| Gene Ammons 


Bon Soir 
Jimmie Daniels 
Baby Hines 
Norene Tate 
Garland Wilsen 
Ellis Larkin 3 


| Bop Ciry 
| Illinois Jacquet 
| Ella Fitzgerald 
Cy Coleman 3 


Cafe Society 
Billy Daniels 
Madmoiselles 
Al Sears Orc 
Cliff Jackson 


Copacanans 
Mindy Carson 
Romo Vincent 
DiGatanos 
Russ Emery 
M Durso Ore 
Alvares Orc 


Diamond Horseshoe 
Walter Dare Wahl 
W. C. Handy 
Billy Banks 
Gloria LeRoy 
Noble Sissle Ore 
Chic Morrison Ore 
Rigoletto Bros 
Jack Spoons 
Frank Evans 
Tommy King 
Harry Meehan 
Billy Banks 
Harry Armstrong 


&!l Chico 

Rosita Rios 
Los Gitanos 
Pilarin Tavira 
Sarita Herrera 
D’Alonso Orc 

Leon & Eddie‘s 
Eddie Davis 
Nola Pardi 
Jean March 
Wayne Thompson 
Bourbon & Bayne 
Irma Henriquez 

Little Club 

Ernie Warren Orc 
No 1 Fifth Ave 
Jimmy Lee 
Christine Barrett 
Downey & Fonville 
Hazel Webster 

Old Roumanian 
Sadie Banks 
Olive White 


“Roaring Twenties” 

Mimi Kelly 

Joel Friend 

Ray Hyson 

Margaret Banks 

Jesse Elliot 

Ray Arnett 

Bobo Lewis 

Bobby Barry 

Perry Mitchell 

Sherman Hayes Ore 
Chez raree 

Joan Merrill 

Charlivels 

Minevitch Rascals 

Stan Gower 

D Dorben Dcrs 

Cee Davidson Ure 

Chico Ore 


Helstngs 
Georgie Gobel 
Jayne Walton 
Billy Chandier Ore 

Hotel Bismarck 
Sons of West 
aes y Be A 

arry ca 
Johnny Alladin Ore 


- 





NEW YORK CITY 





| 
| 


Joe LaPorte Ore 
D’Aquila Ore 

Park Ave 
Scotty Graham 
Chas Stewart 
Clarice Crawford 
Hotel Ambassador 
Jules Lande Ore 


Hotel Astor 
Tommy Dorsey Orc 


Hotel Biltmore 
Harold Nagel Ore 


Hotel Edison 
Joel Shaw Ore 
Hotel New Yorker 
Bernie Cummins O 
Rookies 
Jean Arlen 
B. Pennington 
Arthur Johnson 

Hotel Plaza 
Fosse & Niles 
Bob Grant Ore 
Mark Monte Ore 
M Bergere 
Emery Deutsch 

Motel Roosevelt 
Teddy Powell Ore 

Hotel Statier 
Blue Barron. Ore 

Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 

Latin uvarter 
Frank Libdse 
Tommy Dix 
Edith Feliows | 
Margot Brander 
Choppy 
Gloria Gilbert 
Ralph Young 
Naaman Ders 
Art Waner: Ore 


Penthouse 
Paul Taubman 
Riviera 
Billy Vine 
Szonys 
Eddie Fisher 
Pat Terry 
Arden Line 
Walter Nye Ore 
Pupi Campo Orc 
Versailies 
Don Cornell 
Emile Petti Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Village Barr 
Gerry Fitzgerald 
Tex Fletcher 
Freda Wing 


4 Some 
David Blight 





Althea Waidorf-Astoria . 
Christine Scoville Sammy Kaye 
Alverda Modernaires 
Marsha Stevens Mischa Borr Ore 
CHICAGO | 
Blackhawk | H Edgewater Beach | 


Xavier Cugat Ore 

Abbe Lane 

Tato & Julia 

Dulcina 

Otto Garcia 

Dick Benedis | 

El Gringo | 
Hotel Stevens | 

Joan Hyldoft 





| 
i 


' Arnold Shoda 





Jerry Mapes | 
Jack Raffloer 
Farrar & Carter | 
Dougias Dufiy } 
Harper Flaherty 
Bob Fitzgerald | 
Skating Blvdears | 
Mary A Fitzgerald | 
Phyllis Miles 
Maxwells (2) | 
Frank Masters Ore 
Paimer House | 
Mickey Deems | 
Nelle Fisher 
Jerry Ross 
Louise Hoff 
Hamilton Dcrs 





| Palace, N. Y. 


WALTER WALTERS, JR. 
Ventriloquist 
10 Mins.; One 


Palace, N. Y. 


Walter Walters, Jr., is carrying 
on in the family tradition with a 
well-designed ventro act using a 
multitude of dummies and a few 
voice-throwing tricks that show ex- 
cellent technical training. Walters, 
however, has still to reach maxi- 
mum effectiveness. He’s hampered 
by a lack of material. 

Walters also has yet to get the 
knack of projection, but that, too, 


is a matter of further experience. | 


He has a well-dressed act, nicely 
designed dummies and tricks that 
are unusual in this field. He should 


make the grade with more time | 


around the circuits. Jose. 





JOE JACKSON, JR. 
Comedy Cyclist 

12 Mins.; Full 
Palace, N. Y. 

During the latter years of the 
late Joe Jackson’s career, there 
were times when Joe Jackson, Jr., 
would go on and do the act with- 
out anyone in the audience know- 
ing of the substitution. The classic 
tramp-bicycle turn, as done by 
Senior Jackson for many years, 1s 
one of the finest acts of its kind. 
The present edition has caught all 
its humor and charm. It’s a soc 
act for any sight media. 

Jackson, Jr., has been around 
for sometime. He has displayed 
this act in large ice shows, but this 
is his first theatre date in New 
York. Jose. 





NORA TOOMEY & CO. (3) 
Acro 
9 Mins. Full 


Nora Toomey aided by two 
femmes has a pleasing aerial turn 
which should fit vaude require- 


ments. Act is laid out so that the | 


Hour,” on Mutual. 
Meanwhile, the webs, most of 
which had men in Tokyo when hos- 


staffs in that zone. Bill Costello, 
head of CBS’ Far Eastern service, 
who had just returned to D. C. in 
April, was immediately dispatched 
back to Tokyo. In addition, Bill 
Downs, just back from Berlin to 
the CBS newsroom here, is already 
in the war zone, while Edgar Mur- 
row left here Saturday (15). 

ABC shares Jimmy Cannon with 


fense,” ABC, and “The Air Force 


tilities broke, are expanding their | 





the N. Y. Post and John Rich with | 





tual has Edith Simmons, wife of | 
Walter Simmons, Chicago Tribune | 
correspondent, who also feeds the | 
network. Pat Nichols is also cov- | 
|ering for Mutual, while Robert 
| Stewart, web stringer in Manila, 
is currently, trying to get clear- | 
ance to proceed to Tokyo. George | 
| Thomas Folster is NBC rep, with 
net seeking clearance for more | 
men. 

Charles Dillon, Navy radio vet of 
World War II, is chief of radio for | 


|Armed Services Public Informa- | 
| tion, and is in charge of coordinat- | 
ing radio and -video coverage of 
the war. Col. Edward Kirby, war- 
| time topper for the Army, is back | 
in uniform on temporary duty as- 
| signed to training and orientation. 
Newsreel activities at the Penta- 
|gon are in charge of Col. Bertram | 
| Kalish, ex of Pathe and Para- | 
| mount, who came here from the 
| Signal Corps Photographic Center | 
| at Astoria four months ago. Donald | 
'Baruch is in charge of short sub- | 
jects and reports no accelerated ac- | 
|tivity in that line as yet, though | 
'war footage is already being eyed 
|for a documentary. Joseph Yovin, 
| film vet, is in charge of all photo- 
graphic activities in Public Infor- 
mation. 


TVA-SAG Fight 


Continued from page 2 === 














etna coal 
offer was to do everything possible 
| to expedite some protection for | 
members of TVA—the now unpro- 


assistants take turns on the rope | tected actors who work in live tele- | 


and swinging trapeeze. Each are 


accomplished performers. 


vision.” 
| Heller answered this statement | 


Major part of the turn comes _by relating that TVA had started | 
when volunteers are invited UDP| negotiations with the networks and 


from the audience and 
Toomey answers the call. She does 
a good comedy bit on the bar that 
gives the turn a strong arr. 
ose. 





JIMMY VALENTINE & RITA 
Dance 

8 Mins.; Three 

Palace, N. Y. 

Jimmy Valentine and Rita have 
appeared previously on video but 
this is their first date in a Broad- 
way vauder. Valentine, an amputee, 
is partnered with a comely femme 


in a ballroom turn that has a good | decision governing motion pictures | 


deal of grace. He makes his lifts 
and turns excellently and gets 
around on the stage with a great 
deal of ease. While Valentine is 


handicapped by use of a crutch, it | anyone, according to Heller. 


doesn’t hamper his terps. 
Turn is suitable for most vaude 
houses and video. Jose. 











Coverage Hypos 





Ta ecamemimaanll 
press briefings by Dept. of Defense 
reps. NBC’s Ray Sher, for ex- 
ample, originates news broadcasts 
over the direct Pentagon to net 
lines twice daily, 


ties for special broadcasts. 


studios. 


microwave length to its Wardman 
Park Hotel studios. 


War front radio coverage is ex- | Hollywood recently, and even very 
| few successful plays bought. 


fensive and well coordinated, with 
network efforts being  supple- 
mented by two military corre- 
spondents, Maj. Wesley McPher- 
son, who is covering Air Force and 
Army activities, and Ensign Jack 


| Siegal, assigned to the Navy. Both 


men are making actual combat re- 
cordings with portable self-pow- 
ered tape recorders, in addition to 
broadcasting from Tokyo over cir- 
cuits borrowed from the nets. All 
broadcasts are beamed to San 
Francisco over established facili- 
ties and transmitted via telephone 
from there. Radio correspondents 
shuttle between front and head- 
quarters. 


Hot spot news recorded by mili- | 
tary correspondents is being of- | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


fered the nets on an equal basis, 
while other feature material 
planned for use on the regular 
service programs, “Time for De- 


Miss | ad agencies on May 4. These nego- | 


| tiations, Heller said, were abrupt- | 


while ABC’s 
John Edwards is using the facili- | 
Others | the forthcoming Ethel 
still prefer to use their own D. C.! starrer gives it first call on TV 
In addition, NBC has set | rights. 
up a mobile TV-unit outside the similar vein, used to make pre-pro- 
Pentagon, and sends frequent news | duction deals on legiters that gave 
pickups by Bob McCormick via |the investing studio initial call on | 
fees property. 





| 
j 


| ly brought to conclusion as a result | 
of an SAG wire which informed | 
the webs that TVA could not nego- | 
tiate for film television. TVA must | 
be able to dicker for both live and | 
film TV if any contracts are to be | 
signed, Heller declared. TVA 

exec stated that.the new Guild | 
was willing to insert a clause in| 
any contract to the effect that such | 
a contract would be subject to the 
National Labor Relations Board’s 


| 


for television. This, Heller be- | 
lieves, gives the SAG ample pro- | 
tection. Until this can be done | 
| there can be no negotiations with 
“af 
'Mr. Thomson is sincere,” Heller 
| Said, “Why doesn’t he allow us to 
/go0 ahead with negotiations?” 
Heller pointed out that when TVA 
_ Started negotiations with the net- 
_works and ad agencies last May, | 
the SAG sent wires to these webs | 








Continued trom page 2 a==eGt| and agencies wishing them luck; | 


not to TVA. 











More Legits 


Continued from page 1 = 








Merman 


Hollywood, in somewhat 


But there has been 
virtually no Broadway angeling by 


Among current shows of some 
standing on which there have been | 
no deals for pic rights are “‘Death 
of a Salesman,” “Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes” (price tag $400,000, with 
Paramount having privilege of 
meeting any offer since it produced 
a non-musical version), “Kiss Me, 
Kate,” “Mr. Roberts,” “South Pa- 
cific,” “Texas Li’] Darling,” “Happy 
Time,” “Cocktail Party,” ‘‘The Con- 
sul,” “Member of the Wedding,” | 
“Where’s Charley?” and “Wisteria | 
Trees.” . 

Among the past season’s shows’ 





INS, in addition to Ray Falk. Mu- | 


| up. 


|the exec v.p. and several 





Depinet-COMPO 


Continued from page 3 = 


the contract are something of a 
problem To meet that, Theatre . 
Owners of America, COMPO’s 
largest and wealthiest group, is 
understood seriously considering, 
if necessary, guaranteeing the con- 
tract. 
TOA’s Proposal 


It was a TOA proposal at a ses- 
sion of the management and per- 
sonnel committee of COMPO in 
New York two weeks ago that re- 
sulted in a recommendation to the 
exec board that Depinet be depu- 
tized as exec head of the organiza- 
tion. TOA’s objection at that time 
to the appointment of anyone else 
to the post threw off the ccmmit- 
tee’s plan to select three men from 
among whom the exec board could 
make its choice. 

TOA argued that it was prema- 
ture to consider manpower before 
a program and budget were drawn 
As a result, the committee 
recommended that appointment of 
an exec v.p. be shelved tempo- 
rarily. TOA has now revised its 
viewpoint to a willingness to see 
the paid job filled if Depinet is the 
man. 

Since TOA is lukewarm, at most, 
about COMPO altogether, and is 
prepared to walk out without too 
much provocation on the matter of 
other 
points, Depinet’s acceptance of the 
job becomes a vital issue. If he 
finds it propitious to leave his RKO 
post, it is virtually certain that the 
COMPO constituent organizations 
will unanimously accept him for 
the exec vice-presidency. 

Despite the RKO _ chieftain’s 
identification over many years with 
the majors, he’s held in great 
esteem by indie producers and the- 
atremen. As prez of COMPO and 
chairman of all the sessions that 
gave it birth, he has won universal 


| approval for his skillfull guidance 
}and objectivity. 


As for leaving RKO, the presi- 
dency has been reportedly a con- 
siderable strain since acquisition 
of controlling interest in the com- 
pany by Howard Hughes two years 
ago. His principal reason for stick- 
ing, inasmuch as he is well-fixed 
financially, is said to be loyalty to 
the staff he has built up. There is, 
in turn, great affection for Depinet 
in the distribution organization, so 
that he is said to fear that his de- 
parture might lead to changes that 
would displace some of his staffers. 

Only other person beside Depi- 
net who has any wide support for 
the COMPO post is Arthur L. 
Mayer, veteran publicist and thea- 
treman, and now film adviser to 
the Economic Cooperation Admin- 
istration. However, Allied States 
Exhibitors Assn. is solidly opposed 
to him, sensing some sort of af- 
finity between Mayer and the 
majors. Result is that he seems to 
have no chance, since any action by 
COMPO’s exec board, on which 
every one of its 10 constituents is 
represented, must be unanimous. 


Scrapping on Issues 
Evidence of lack of such una- 
nimity on a number of issues was 
seen in the session of COMPO’s 
committee on organization last 
week. Group, chairmanned by 
Harry Brandt, got into a three 


| hour scrap over whether COMPO 
| should set up area organizations 
| with area chairmen or act purely 


as a central body, allowing estab- 
lished exhib and other groups to 
operate locally in public relations. 

TOA was 100% against the sub- 
division plan, but was voted down, 
and the committee recommended 
such a scheme to the exec board. 
Some local TOA organizations are 
said to be prepared to walk out if 
the area plan gets final exec board 
approval—which it can’t, since 
TOA won't vote for it. 

TOA had a strong quintet at the 
meeting: Sam Pinanski, Charles 
Skouras, Robert J. O’Donnell, Rob- 
ert Coyne and Robert Wilby. An- 
other set-to is expected, inciden- 
tally, when Pinanski’s financial 
committee meets. It’s the last of 
five bodies appointed by Depinet 
to draw up operating plans for 
COMPO. 

Another of the committees, 
on membership, chairmanned by 
O’Dorinell, met last-week. - It met 
no difficulty in agreeing on a broad 
elgibility formula for “industry 
members”—companies or organ- 


of varying success which failed to izations in the motion picture field 
_find buyers of film rights were’ but not associated with any of 


“Clutterbuck,” “Miss 
“The Enchanted,” 
Love,” “The 


Liberty,” 
“I Know My. 
Innocents,” “The | 


| aenom and Go,” “Now I Lay Me) 
Down to Sleep” and “Bird Cage.” | E. Lewis, 


COMPO’s charter-member groups. 
It was agreed that a comprehensive 
list of elgibile groups would be 


is Man,” “Rat Race,’ “Velvet Glove,“| prepared by O’Donnell, Ed Lach- 


man, Herman Robbins and Charles 
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a 


Palace. N. Y. 
Mayo Bros, (2), Walter Walters, 


Jr.+ Jimmy Valentine & Rita, 
Yvonne Moray. Joe Jackson, Jr-.: 
Ben Yost Ambassadors (5), Al 


Trahan with Lady Jane, Nora Too- 
mey & Co. (3); “The Good Humor 
Man” (Col), reviewed in VARIETY 
May 31, 50 





One of the most important 
facets of (he current Palace layout 
is the demonstration of the time- 
liness of several types of turns. 
Carded are a couple of pertorm- 
ers representing the second gen- 
eration of standard turns of several 
decades ago. Joe Jackson, Jr., in 
the fam. us tramp-biaycle act n ade 
Tamous ah his late fathe ana 
Walter Walters. J1 il i 


of ventriloguism (both New A 


dicates 
house is st 
well-built 
Lad\ 

, 


ever. Tranan was on ion 


femme toll plied = as 


assistS niceiy rio 


Jane, 


necessary fcr optimum effect 
The Mayo Bros. (2) open \ 
a good line of t ips but get off t 
keel momentarily, with a weak 
play of humor Total  effol 
though, are on the plus si . 
Ambassadors ) a 


Ben Yost 
hit it well with their well-arranged 


songtes 

Hit of the show is Yvor \Io 
I the energetic pint-sized s 
whose comedy accent on tunes pul 
I in the top applause brack 
It's her third appearance at 
house and her reception § has 
dimmed even to the regulars 

Jimmy Valentine & Rita and 
Nora Toomeny & Co 3 bot 
New Acts, help complete the { 
Lacio session, 


Apollo. XN. Y. 


Errol Garner Trio, Larry Dar 
nell. Chubby New Co ly & 
I e Quinia 2 
nea [17 . & Co ; P 
Will and =«s(( 11 
Age Co 

Harlem's Apollo comes up v 
a solid layout for current session 
the last bill until Aug. 17 Dut 
ing t ! erim house w unde , 
consid yle renovation and upon 
reopening will switch to Th 
day openings instead of Frid 
which had been its policy foi 


Many years 
Errol Garner Trio, iInstrumenta 
and Larry Da 


froup, slick 
baritone, share top billing and 
rate it as far as audience apprecia- 
tion goes. Garner's keyboarding 
lanked by bassist and drums win 
happy returns for solid workouts 


on “Just You, Just Me.” “Stairway 


to the Stars,” “Body and Soul” 
and “Penthouse Serenade.”  Dar- 
nell, a personable lad with robust 


pipes and plenty know-how in 
projection, wraps up the distatfers 


and practically stops the show 
with a-foursome of ballads such 
as “I Love You My Baby.” “tll 


Get 
jtems. 


Along Somehow” and other 
Offs to hefty applause. 
contender in t 


Another sock ie 
vocal division is Chubby Newsome 
whose sultry versions of ‘Poo! 


and 


high on the ap- 


Dog,” “Wrong” 

Mama” register 

plause meter. 
Paul Williams Band, co prisit 


three rhythm, three reet and 
five brasses, back show capably 
and really cook in their own slot 
with “Blow, Blow.” “Juice Bi 

and “Hucklebuck,’ with maestro 


spotlighted on alto sax, for solid 


returns. 

The Quinlans, mixed ofay roller 
duo, get over neatly in their fancy 
stuff ang thrillers via clevei 
whirls and neck-holds. 
and Parks, male comedy 
keep .’em howling with 
comedies and hooting. 
Markham & Co., house 


team 


lho 


edy blackout skit. E 





Casino, Toronio 
Toronto, July 14. 


Maurice Rocco, Ted & Art Miller 





“Hip Shakin’ 


Conway 


‘Side of the Street” and “If I Could | 


Be With You,” interpolated with | 
skat singing, plus fast terping, | 
while still whamming piano. De- 
spite the physical drain on his 
amazing st mina, this amazing 
three-in-one performer was gener- 
ous in encores and left his listen- 
ers wanting more at -bow-off. 
Following opening production 
number with the line girls, Rollini 


is on for his clever ladder work 
and then his adroit hand_ balanc- 
ing with the rings on a teeter- 


board placed across a cylinder for 
some neat balancing. He wins nice 
reception, as does Ted & Art Mil- 


Palladium. London 
London, July 11. | 

Frank Sinatra, Virginia Lee, 
Patterson & Jackson, Max Wall, | 
Wilson, Keppel.& Betty, Maudie Ed- 
wards, Krista & Kristel, Pierre Bel, 
Tiller Girls (16), Woolf Phillips’ 
Skyrockets Orch. 


Audience enthusiasm becomes. 
greater with each new Hollywood | 
arrival. All the big U. S. names 
who've played the Palladium this 
season have had memorable ova- 
tions The welcome to Frank Si- 
natra in his initial stint in Lon- 
don was also overwhelming. The 


follows with “My Foolish Heart.” 
Changes pace with a Dixie beat on 
‘Razz-Ma-Tazz,”’ which doesn’t seem 
to be her idiom. Then wraps up a 
medley of her disk toppers and, 
does a cute duet with her pianist, | 
Buddy Pepper. For a strong closer | 
she carols her first disclick, “It! 
Might As Well Be Spring.” Zabe. 


Radio City. Mpls. 
Minneapolis, July 15. 
Danny Kaye (2), Georgia Gibbs, 
Dunhills (3), Fred  Heiseke’s 
House Orch (16); “Asphalt Jun- 
gle” (M-G). 


ler with their zany patter, uke excitement of the fans who lined ‘i 

and guitar accomps to their com- the streets outside the theatre hit If the local public doesn’t turn 
edv songs. With work on the uni- a similar level inside the theatre. out en masse for this tremendcus 
evele including club juggling, Dan Sinatra offers a perfect one-man Stage-screen show, it’s about time 
ny Dennis perhaps should not have’ show which holds the audience en- to wipe the town off the amuse- 
been spotted on the same bill as. thralled for almost an hour. It is ment map If Danny Kaye, mark- 
e previously appearing Rollini: loaded with his best numbers, ing his first appearance here since 
t Deanis. too scores solidly. spaced by amusing patter and hit he hit the jackpot, plus other fine 
I ntribs two zestful produc- for maximum retur! acts, can’t pull ‘em, then vaude is 

; T t t blonde Without any pre naries S through as a b.o. factor 
; end nea S natra goes into his act with “When Friday's opening show at 
n! You're Sn lit to genawate excite- 1:30 p.m. brought out a promising 
WiC ment and elicit a underous Ova- turnout. but the 4.000-sea house 
; “ae : tion And so through the rest of was by no means capacity and for 
4 apitol. Wash his stint, with each tune giving the 4:30 p.m performance one ot 
Washington, July 16 — — = win BS. een alee four for the day—tive on Saturda: 
y Pinan & Mins. 4 Bow aaa is oe fae iene” and Sunday), there were plenty of 
> Rud Is 3 Sa Jacl Kau with a Crosbs saree on the lat- res on Agger ome Gespite reat al 
eens: Corel 18 Sierra” | ter é y | : fe tive publicity and campaign. 
Remainder of the bill is of aver maye = I eon who excels 
. age quality, and includes two other o he flesh gust as he does on 
Though there’s little rarquee U. S. acts, also first-timers here the screen P He's a constant jos 
sparkle in current Capitol lavout, Patterson & Jackson, colored ‘duo, every minute he's on the stage 


score wiih their comedy dancing 


perpetual motion, springing a suc- 


_ yenty of entertainment . ' €ssl ) rprises, g g amaz- 
, it “eal an and singing. Robust stvle and agil- ‘ sae eininakiaas wk tae rey * 
value in the four acts here's ity get them over neatly. Virginia — cca ort apr “ ~ gyno 
. . etr ‘ samark « la ree 
varietv and interest in the well Lee’s comedy acrobatics are nicely @7UiSUY ana = remal able versa- 
ete rire gle nasa Ae Sete tility, stirring up laughter easie. 
yvalanced, swiftly paced show ul and earn good mituin thy: ‘ ; : : 
I Meudie Edward recentiv back than a Canary sings 
Y vett blonde and eye-filli f a ' | ‘ ht | | 1 
. from a vaude ur of the lt S \t show caught he clowned with 
lline sil] wit! ry 1 he ! : ! } } t] | . 
llines bill with her usual hep and’ Canada. fails to make the the orchestra, cut up numerous 
ong styie Gal is smart enough rade o‘ving§ ti mild materia]. funny capers, sang. had the audi- 
to keep changing pace and format She’s a competent artist. but West ence Join in his comedic vocaliz- 


the times. Chantoosey sings 





End vaude fans demand something 


ing to its increased pleasure (the 


lower kev than in the past and more than she does here. Wilson, S™é ll fry, so plentifully present. 
i iwquired a manner that com- Keppel & Betty « k in their dance Undoubtedly were having the time 
s the brassy quality of Ethe] routine Max Wall's comedy pat- Of their lives % they let oft 
\ ian With her own soiter per- * takes little time to warm up, | Stean goes into his dialectics, 
ity. Yvette depends more on ul eventuatuiyv wi them ovel provided samples of his remark- 
her own pipes and ability than on Following the now familiar pat- able gift for rapid-fire lyricizins 
novelty. yet there’s a touch of the tern, each half of the show is and does some nifty stepping with 
latter in her “Dearie.” which opened by the Tiller Girls with a the Dunhills. His ad libbing adds 
erves as a springboard for some tisfving high-kickine routine for to the informality With his own 
takeoffs on vestervear greats It their initialer. and a hoop dance in Sammy Praeger at the piano and 
comes aS a surprise when the pe- S© ond part of bill Kresta & working in front of the locally as 
tite gal suddenly booms out with Kristel contrib a neat trapeze act. sembied bang-up orchestra, Kaye 
a Caruso-like “Pagliacci.” follow-. Pierre Bel. slick juggler, manipu- SI irts off by doing some amusing 
i bv some Harr Lauder and é tennis rac ke and other conducting of the band as he puts 
Geo » M. Cohan. “Wish I Were In tems tor nice return through the paces of ‘“Tiptoe 
Li \ gain dual language ver ‘ kets O usu sive Throught the Tulips.” He sing 
: of “La Vie En Ro | firstrate pport to the the “Gypsy Song’ from “Inspec- 
1 een Is the Ocean” round | Dill ( General in ¢ ect nd then 
out hat r than aver da ¢ - if o! rates hoy ham” singe 
t lly received so ) Chicace. Chi would render “B le Beguit 
tine ( ) ] 14 yi t-} H B I tl Jack 
Benson & Mann do a fine job I S) ( gets thun i use. With a 
with the comedy chore Cont { 15 7 tags i , apes 
bet\ en 1 > tall roodloo ) B S tena several 0 
Mann and the appealingly pathetic », I S pt pce nl yp nak 
looking little guy sats ’em in v Wk- 7 1 . Se ‘ otner numodel ( p qa uy dun 
on. Team starts slowly but builds, |? “Fla ana irro oe. Pag cae — bar 
via some gags, a zany applause ‘WB paying a tribute to Lauder he has 
contest and a surprisingly good . the audience help him during his 
vocal from 3enson. Wind with This is the fourth edition of loeal voc alizing Ol “Minnie the 
some buck and wing to “Take Me disk jockey show which unfortu- Moocher He brings back the 
Out to the Ball Game” for hefty mately has fallen into a rut. With Dunhills to dance with him and 
mitt. " the same acts, plus a good emcee. reg’ cha 45 minutes he departs 
a : s0Ssibly sill = Snvder he si oO thunderous applause 
lwo generation terp team con- esi “jell much bet Py Tosteed Dynamic Georgia Gibbs, also 


sisting of the Evans and their son 
and daughter add a sentimental 
note to some varied and appealing 
modern rythms. This is fine family 
entertainment, with 


showmaniy 


their 
*Pigmeat” 
comics,” 
also register laughs in their com- 


the mutual admiration 
41 


44 2 
he platter spinners 


society of 

Jim Hamilton, 
Jim Lounsberr) Linn Burton. 
Ernie s down 
the proceedin 


Cin > ; , 
LlLpon seems to bo 


ana reeds 


here for the first time, 
her numbers with vivacity, 


and individual 


invests 
sparkle 
touches. comedic 
lizing. She 


ae oe ‘ 
faking a Chance 


uches and original sty 


i > 


LO 
does on!yv three 


presentation as well as good tech- : 7; “Ove.” “Roy ” 
aeceeas ae laps fantin Snvder has formed a new band ©" Love Bewitched and 
nique. Costumes are effective, and +1 4 4} > be : ‘TYyearie ” b , 
routine 1] a4 , , on the strength of his top selling *Carlé ut every one Is a socko 
routines well planned iOr SOCK e€t- TF hit “Dp , . 9 . . . Yn forn;: Ce ; 1 if th 1 
fect Accent is disk hit, “Bewitched.” and brings Pe&tormance In itseit, thanks to 
Le ¢ ent 1S on precision type 4 ae , . si ’ macnetice§ styl 1 ahilit 
© 4 eer yes" aT Pee Mf de DIS 15-piec e combination into the ne} maLgnetic stvie, Vocal abdblits 
of tap terpin although there's (yj. lar ge ~ and the boff arrangemen ‘ 
i aes winnis ‘ licago for its debut. VW le un- and Un il arrangement 
\ plause winning acro turns ; , . y ) 
— I \ 1 de} tan ling ly a | tle =Iow on it Foi rhavinme and pt! iISION Step- 
, S £VanNns { ‘ ‘ ' nin } ’ 1 
7 { ' the e Dunh . 
I f r-Spill I com th ) ? + t d nl ) Nf \ { 
tl } O tne p ce tit 1 impo orch nu n ] i in \ 
, 
e i Plenty of lau well rh 1 backil ; : £7) ual nd in e1 | i 
i ro stunts in tl on Whiting Band ¢ \ ritsn 1 ( 1 Oo ( dancit 
r , 4 . 
Z., ¢ ISK Pid ( beat } soi oft tie l tines 
-~-- —— - — ch 3} Vv Ol caet, mn 
e ° . to advantaca Tn 4 . ’ 
Sieel Pier. A. C. tO advantage in t ne -closing " 
it. maestro tak: ae ae oe agi . 
Atlantic Citv, July 13 ee ae i plano Ojyvinpiz. Shinai 
d ailti \ Jl \ o ior « invites (AandAit?: or . 
: 0 pirliied 1 ( ion of Kl Mom Miami, J v 16 
VA Cohe oe ‘ . wee a : ~ : : i Vilaml, Jti 9) 
iV] On ohen sara Ann Ve DO and then Pewitehed NI r | ‘) , 
: : , 3.9 oes : . —— Cee LWeC NN i Marve a (; reg O ta Oo 
Cabe, Coco. Steve & Eddy, Holiday bandih fou rit { ' 1 AT} WW , ’ , 
] ee 7 \aaty , ; r POUT Sax | 4 LO yvwoody wood ru. De 
Jancers, Johnny McConnell Hou two trombones two rumpet: ind , , nN? 1 
fide a - = aes . ; ee O fun ts, and & Mary N 1 Le Rho Ho 
’ ch; “Lucky Losers” (#@lono tinree rnvihim with most of t!} ir O “Colt .45 WHE 
. ~ e ? " : 
ranging teaning toward the strings 


t . ’ By } 4 ( we n I 
Mvron Cohen. dialect comedian. Michael Devel - r There’s a satistving lineup heré 
tops current bill here and gets over yy], 1. tee (perth in Kabib- tt wee] Popliner Rose Mari 
well ble nave teamed up ala Martin and clicks in her sot e 1. Which 
Lewis but play it diff tly. Dou i : sy 7 
>) , nat : : . , y : BL CULELET Uoug- ( aes con 1 in Sn 
Show opens with nice production las, who has been a Cale n rfto lls no nad a { teky 
] er +1 sli- x . i i pS ( ( er ? ~ artis 
numb r by the Holiday Dancers, several vea) does an admirable To with 7 carl , co 
c 4 taal J > NM 4 . 4 ' ° ms ie Oy ves Zi r ‘ don } Jl 
Biving way to Coco steve anc JOD aS a teedoe} lanky Ish K: m\ Darant fr) } ee” baa 
. , atx S! - my Vu ite for a dDeg- 
Eddy, whose acro stint is tops. bible, former Kav Kveer —_ i] “AAA +4 ale 
I ; ! . Kyser comic. He \dded attraction is filmstei 


, Boys mix nice patter into. act for also 


does 


Gs : some fine carbons of George lanion. who g 

Danny Dennis, Rollini, Bob Good- good returns. Morton Downey. Ink sea _ os wre ens = sp pf Dt tn 
man, Norma Davis, Charles Sara A Cahe in ctranlecc | Martin and Franki e PR ay ony nicely. Kssaying the character 

? ! ) ; Sara Ann McCabe, in strapless 4 in and Frankie Laine for nifty from filn the meek ty: 
Gregory Girls (16), Arch Stone evening gown, hits in song stanza. 'eturns. Partner gets laughs \ it] aes Mutkohe Bids te hee 
House Orch; “Show Them No Toppers are “Over The Rainbow.” his dimwit jokes and poetry % How. oan me ol Ye asl i 
“near f —t > Rait : slg re try. : tency of a stint via slick . 
Mercy” (20th). and a Friml medley for nice re- Yer. ™ his impresh of Harry preshes and comeds matter oy olid 
“pig turns. James he gets off a fine trumpet returns. ee , e 
Pleasant and entertaining 70- Holiday dancers return for an- ride. , . Woody Woodbury emcees in af- 
mins. stage layout, headed by Mau- other slick production number... Homer ind Jethro. hillbliy duo, fable manner. A local fave via his 
rice Rocco, is doing top biz, with featuring Ginger Harris, acrobatic T®2!8€" trom walk-on with solid iongterm stint at the Clover Cl b. 
Bob Goodman tieing together as 4, dancer. corn and plunking of guitar and the kevboarder intr *s .the = 
glib and smooth m.c. Rocco, as the . , ;, ~™*“dolin. Pair. dressed in garish it ” fashi Rp or 
~ Cohen closes with 20 minutes of sui n garish in top fashion and in own slot 

I , 
marquee topper, was the show-stop- story telling. Has audien it} sults, clown around “Don- clicks with the stubholders via 
, , ‘ S 7 5 2 . as a ence with e “one >? Sng ine . “ehaghaniaes - . ‘ i Ts "le 
per when caught. In full-stage, this u Key, <cenade,” “Music. Music, Mu- pianoing and songs. 


master boogie-stylist who spurns 
the use of a piano stool, alternately 
caresses the keys in such straight 
playing as “Moonlight Sonata” but 


scores best response with his ter- | 


rif one-hand playing of “Sunny 


him all the way and keeps ‘em 
howling. 

After sock session of previous 
Danny Kaye show, current layout 
seems mild and geared for only 
fair biz, Walk. 


sic,” wid “You Tell Her, I Stutter.” 
Encore with a quickie parody on 
“Room Full of ‘Roses.” 

Miss Whiting, in her second local 
appearance in several vears, tees 
'off well with “It’s Wonderful” and 


A 


Rollerskating and acro antics of 
Don and Mary Norman hit for full 
measure, 2s does the satirizations 
on ballroomology by the Albins. 
Les Rhode house orch backs capa- 
bly. Lary. 











Hotels No Place 


Continued from page 45 
okayed early this week after he 
moved to new quarters. 
Previously, it had been deemed 
that offices in hotels were okay if 
space was located on a floor com- 








| pletely converted to offices. How- 
/ever, the department is apparently 


going in for strict interpretation 
of the employment agency code, 
which provides that agencies must 
have a separate entrance and exit. 
Exception is made for office build- 
ings. 

Getting the agents out of hotels 
is apparently a new idea by the 
department One percenter has 
been located in a hotel for nearly 
10 years, and had licenses issued to 
annually. Another agency 
recently spent a large sum in mak- 
ing renovations in a hotel. Several 
percenters moved into hotels dur- 
ing the w vhen office space was 
scarce, and most have been granted 
licenses. Licensed agents located 
in hotels will be geiting letters 
stating that permit was issued in 
error and license is revoked. Unless 
new space is taken immediately, 
the offending agents will be yanked 
into court for operating without a 
license. 


him 


AGVA LIFTS ‘UNFAIR’ 
TAG FROM COAST CAFE 


from the Deauville, Strip. spot, 


after operator John Walsh paid 
chirp Alyce Lewis $375 in back 
salary Singer had been yanked 
from the spot by t union 


Walsh, who works in the spot in 
addition to running it, became a 

imber of AGVA on payment ol 
$56 initiation fee, and put up ar 
advance week's salary for vet team 


of Noble and King, current at the 


{ 


Talent Ruled Employees 


la R.B&B Tax Refund Suit 


Circus sig- 


peritormers 


nated emplovees by the N. Y, 
reme court st week Decision 

J ice Henry W. Goddard was 
ed on a p! Ri y Br 


rnum & Bailey Circus for a re- 


fund of $3,105 paid last vear to the 
collectér of Inte il Revenue as 
s on performers 
i { 
Dis ¥ » ~4 ’ ‘ 4 ] . 
i yiin empted ta get the re- 
fund and cited the Radio City 


. case which found 


\iusie Hall, N. ¥ 
other 


that Musie Hi periormers, 


an those of its regular staff, 
were independent contractors. 
Court, however. d ‘clared that the 
Ringling circus exei ed more con- 
trol over its performers then the 
\iusic Hall did and therefore itg 
talent come under category o. ein 
p OvVvees 

Decision parallels a ruling made 


iwo weeks azo by the N. y¥ 


v'\ State 
Workmen's 


Compensation Board, 
hich ruied that circuses are liable 
for injuries to per 


| frormers., 


’ 
ete 
ane 
ppy Benway 


_# \ . duly 18 


# 
walfanac 
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Masten VY 


( Gur rman, ex-\ devilli- 
» made the grade here and 
led to on permanently, 
) on the staff of local station 
WNBZ 
Harry Grayson, sports writer, in 
to chat With Margie Regan. 
a Birtl lay greet ‘Ss are inorder to 
neien Grupp, Harry Nason, Margie 
it n, Walter (CBS) Romanik and 
if n-(IATSE) Gaiser, all at Vari- 
t Club’ h spital 
shamus Club dvive is on in the 
co ony for funds to tide it over 


the summer season. Club furnishes 
iree milk to the kiddies at the 
W im Morris Memorial Park. 


ler is prexy of club. 
O'Reilly. nitery hostess 
“cured” here became bride of 
Loren Miller recently. 

Laura (Loew's) Sloan cheered up 
by visit from the Robert E. Schlic- 
fers, who flew in from Cleveland. 

Adirondack GWpera Group and 
Deerwood Players have set their 
summer program. It will include 
“Claudia.” “Glass Menagerie,” 
“Yes My Darling Daughter,” “For 
Love Nor Money,” “Night Must 
Fail,” “Pinafore” and “Figaro.” 

Ralph Maura. of the National 
Theatre Supply Co. of Albany, im 
to install a new picture screen and 
overhaul projection machine. 

The Colin Schafers and Berne 
Garber in from N. Y. C. to visit 
Lawrence (IATSE) Garber, who ts 
showing nice progress. 
| Write te those who are ill. 


Who 


. 
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Paul Green Historical Dramas 
Patriotic Gesture That Pays Of 


By FLORENCE S. LOWE 
Washington, July 18. 


ae 





vv 


‘41 Backers Ante Up 606 


Success at Last 


La Jolla, July 18. 

Almost two decades of work 
will pay off for Pat O’Brien, 
who opens here Aug. 1 in the 
La Jolla Playhouse revival of 
“The Front Page.” 

Eighteen years ago, O’Brien 
starred on Broadway as Hildy 





Equity Council Votes Resolution 
Condemning Political Blacklists 





+ Resolution condemning blacklists 
based on political grounds was 





Series my. 3 iene oeste bekeck Johnson, the fast-talking re- Pacific Sale 175G adopted last week by the Actors 
pring | or spread fired h the F T be’ ‘Gi ; erode, be betcumas’ Welene passed by. unanimous vote, Ia 
can history Pp g Or iraubde $ Gioconda grade, he becomes Walter For Oct. Date Dallas passed by unanimous vote, is 

seats | 


country on a regional basis, ap- 
pears to be taking shape with com- 
pletion of “Faith of Our Fathers,” 
the third such production by Paul 
Green. ‘‘Faith” preems here Aug. 4. 

Dedication of Pulitzer Prize-win- 
ner Green to the establishment of 
a native American theatre in local 
communities has already netted 
the author and two Southern areas 
handsome profits. First  play- 
wright in history to have had three 
outdoor amphitheatres built espe- 
cially for his use, Green emerges 
as a practical technician rather 
than the starry-eyed dreamer he is 
sometimes painted. Despite what 
appears to be an impractical cold 
shouldering of Hollywood, and in- 
frequent forays into Broadway. 
Green can boast of consistent b.o. 
returns seldom achieved by any 
other playwright. 

“The Lost Colony,” based on the 
establishment of the first English 
colony in America and the birth 
of Virginia Dare, the first English 
child born in the New World, can 
in its 14th successful season, boast 
a long-run record. Off the beaten 
track, in an outdoor 3,000-seat 
theatre originally built for a single 
season, it had drawn over 500,000 
paid admissions to the tune of 
about $1,000.000 when the 1950 
season opened. 

“The Common Glory,” recreat- 


“Gioconda Smile,” Shepard 
Traube’s production of Aldous 
Huxley’s London melodrama hit, 





| is financed at $60,000. Among the 
| 41 bacxers are Roger L. Stevens, 
_ $6,000; Ralph Bellamy, $2,400; 
| Elizabeth Arden, Harry E. Gould 
‘(owner of the Lyceum, N..- Y., 
| where the show will play), Huxley, 


| Dwight Deere Wiman and attor- | 


|ney William Zeckendorf, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


$1,200 | 


|each; Chorus Equity official Ruth | 


Richmond and Jane (Mrs. Law- 
|rence) Tibbett, $600 each; Norman 
| Cousins and Leonard Traube (pro- 
| ducer’s brother), $300 e&ach, and 
| Florence (Mrs. Harold) Rome, $100. 

There is no provision in the 
os agreement for over- 
| call, 


Backers Get Break 
In ‘Barrier’ Setup 


of the Joel 





Backers Spector- | 


| Michael Myerberg presentation of 


i“The Barrier” 


may get a break | 


through the show’s novel financing | 
| setup. ~ That is, if the production | 


iis brought 


in for less than the 


» e 9 
| will cost around $15,000 to reopen New Medium May 


| the musical in the fall, when the 
how will resume. 

| Until the last two weeks, when | 
business went through the floor, | 
that policy seemed practical. But | 
with a gross of only about $15,500 | 


Burns, the managing editor. 


B.0. Slump Finally Floors 
‘Okla.’; to Resume in Fall; 


$4,225,000 Profit So Far 


Chicago, July 18. 

Decision of the Theatre Guild to 
shutter “Oklahoma” at the Erlang- 
er here next Saturday (22) was a 
direct result of the recent boxof- 
fice slump. The intention previous- 
ly had been to !.eep the Rodgers- 
Hammerstein perennial open 
through the summer, even if it 
involved a moderate loss, since it 








for the previous week and not too | 
much better last week, it appeared | 
likely that the operating loss over 
the remainder of the summer | 
would be considerably more than | 
the cost of reopening. Since most | 
of the cast are already getting the | 
$80 Equity minimum, the company 
payroll of approximately $6,500 | 


|undersood to have resulted from 
Dallas, July 18. | the recent publication by Counter- 
The State Fair Auditorium had | attack, a weekly newsletter devoted - 
banked around $175,000 last week |t@ exposing subversive activities, 
of a possible $360,000 (with tax) for | Of @ booklet titled “Red Channels,” 
the run of “South Pacific” during listing numerous alleged leftists in 
‘the State Fair season. There will | ‘@dio, legit and the related arts. 
| be 24 performances in the 16 days, | However, the booklet was not 
| Oct. 7 to 22. Only mail orders are | specifically mentioned in the Equity 
| being filled and the management | resolution. 


- ‘ After adopting the measure 
expects all of the 103,272 seats to o ieee 
be sold out before the box office is deploring the use of blacklists, the 


fee : Equity group decided to withhold 
scheduled to open Sept. 15. publication of the matter until its 
| It's reported that the engage-/ affiliate. unions, particularly the 
|ment may be extended an addi-| American Federation of Radio 
tional week. | Artists, could take similar action, 
iso that all such statements could 
'be released simultaneously. The 
|AFRA local board in New York 
| reportedly passed such a resolu- 
tion by only a slim majority, how- 
e. | ever, and Equity has not yet had 

'a chance to consider what to do 
Erase Old Deficit #:" 

| As far as known, there have 
|.been no instances in legit of actors 
losing jobs because of blacklisting, 
|but there are believed to be a 
|number of such cases in radio and 
| television. 


YORKE TAKES ON ‘BRIG’ 
FOR FALL TOUR SKED 











The revival of “The Medium” 
and “The Telephone,” opening to- 
night (Wed.) at the Arena, N. Y., 
may pay off the remaining deficit 
of the original production of the 
Gian-Carlo Menotti  one-acters. 
The Arena’s_ theatre-in-the-round 
presentation of the operas. will 
break even at about $5,500 and 
can net about $5,000 a week, it’s 





could not be cut, so the $21,500 estimated. Half of the profits will 


“Brigadoon,” which recently 


ing the saga of the Virginia colony, | budgeted $50,000, their percent- 


has, like its North Carolina prede- | ages of 50% of the profits will be| operating nut couldn’t be reduced. /80 to the original production, 


/completed a two seasons’ tour, will 


cessor, become a vacation pilgrim- 


in its fourth season in the amphi- 
theatre at Lake Matoaka, in his- 
toric Williamburg, the drama has 
played to over 250,000 people, and 
gets perennial “repeaters.” 
Saga of Virginia 

Latest Green opus, “Faith of Our 
Fathers,” the Sesquicentennial 
tribute to George Washington, to 
be presented in Washington’s new 
4,000-seat, $485,000 outdoor amphi- 





} 
} 


| 


| 


| 


| 


increased accordingly. 
tribute profits on the budgeted 
amount, regardless of how much 
the production actually costs. 


In the case of “The Barrier,” if 
the show is brought in for $40,000, 
for instance, the backer with $1,- 
000 invested would receive 114% 
of the profits, instead of the nor- 
mal 1%. In other words, the back- 
ers stand to benefit if the manage- 
ment saves money on the produc- 


General | 
age for thousands of tourists. Now | Practice in play financing is to dis- | 


Even at the reduced business 
through June, the show was mak- 
ing a small operating profit. After 
netting more than $8,500 for the 
four weeks ending May 27, the 
production had losses totalling ap- 
proximately $2,000 for the two 
weeks ending June 10, when the 
respective grosses were $18,100 
and $21,100. But it grossed nearly 
$23,200 and $26,600 for the next 
two weeks, giving it a profit of 
almost $2,500 on the four weeks 





|which earned back about $46,000 
‘of its $50,000 investment. 


| The original dual-bill presenta- 
|tion, by Chandler Cowles, Efrem 
|Zimbalist, Jr., and Edith Lutyens, 
ran 211 performances at the 
'Barrymore, N. Y.; subsequently 
|toured the road and _ strawhats, 
‘and was produced in various for- 
|eign countries. Menotti’s newest 
;work, “The Consul,” is current at 
ithe Barrymore as,a presentation 
,of Cowles and Zimbalist. 


The fact that its critical raves and | 


ibe sent out again in the fall by 
John Yorke, general manager for 
|Cheryl Crawford, producer of the 
|Alan Jay Lerner-Frederick Loewe 
‘musical. Yorke has acquired the’ 
/production for a weekly payment 
(of $1,500, including both author 
|royalties and rental of the scenery 
jand costumes. He figures he can 
\tour it for about $17,500, including 
around $5,000 a week theatre 
rental. Tour will open Sept. 15 
jin Princeton. 

Yorke is also going ahead with 


ak tion. On the other hand, Spector! ending June 24. That brought the | ‘ . 
. (Continued on page 50) and Myerberg are protected if the | operating profits on the season to boxoffice smash have contributed | Production plans for the Kurt 
outlay goes over the budget, since| more than $152,200. |to Menotti’s reputation is figured |Unkelbach comedy, “Hurry “the 


ip 
iC- 
id. 
nd 
ir 
de 


or 
ist 


hal 
in 
nd 


ne 
sit 
is 





MacDONALD-RAYMOND 
MAY TOUR ‘GUARDSMAN’ 


Princeton, N. J., July 18. 

Jeanette MacDonald and Gene 
Raymond may star this summer 
at the Princeton strawhat in Mol- 
nar’s “The Guardsman” and then 
play other silo dates. Herbert Ken- 
with, producer of the local spot, 
says the couple have agreed to the 
deal if he can obtain the release 
of the production rights from Hans 
Bartsch, the author’s agent. He 
also hopes to interest Miss Mac- 
Donald and Raymond in a fall tour 
of play. 

Kenwith said he originally tried 
to interest Lynn Fontaine and Al- 
fred Lunt in appearing at his thea- 
tre in a revival of the comedy, in 
which they last appeared more than 
25 years ago. He offered them a 
guarantee of $10,000, which he be- 
lieves is the highest sum ever of- 
fered to any stars for a single ex- 
clusive sunmer theatre appearance, 


Ross to Direct Miami’s 


Kitty Davis Arena Stock 


Miami Beach, July 18. 

William Ross arrived last week 
from New York to direct produc- 
tions of the theatre-in-the-round 
stock company at the Kitty Davis 
Playhouse here. The resident 
company includes Dorothy Elder, 
Charles Campbell, Jane Rainford, 
Frank Dudley, Dorothy Raymond, 
William Turner and Wil!liam For- 
ester, with Ed Morris as stage 
manager. The first bill, opening 
Sunday (23), will be “Born Yes- 
terday.” 

Before coming here, Ross was a 
w.k. stage manager on Broadway. 
He’s a member of the Actors 
Equity council. 


Saroyan at Wyo. U. 


Laramie, Wyo., July 18. 

William Saroyan’s new play, “A 
Western Awakening,” will be pre- 
miered here Thursday night (20) 
by the U. of Wyoming creative 
workshop theatre, with Dr. Richard 
Dunham directing. 

The author is here to supervise 
the production. 











there is provision in the partner- 
ship agreement for a 15% overcall. 


There have been profits of $75,- 
| 000 distributed during the last sea- 


As an example of how under-}.son. So, figuring on the $20,000 
budget producing can occasionally |originally spent for the re-purchase 


work out, there was some quiet 
beefing two seasons ago when a hit 
show, financed at $100,000, was 
brought in for only about $50,000. 
In that case, some of the backers 
complained to friends that the 
presentation was “over-financed.” 
As a consequence, they pointed 
out, their percentage of the net 
was only half as much as it would 
have been if the play had been 
budgeted at $50,000. Even if their 
share of the $50,000 investment 
had been halved, they could have 
used the difference to put into 
some other’ production, they 
claimed. 


Jory, Wife, Daughter 
In Barn Appearance 


Saratoga, N. Y., July 18. 

Victor Jory, in “‘The Spider’ at 
the Summer theatre this week is 
supported by his wife, Jean Inness, 
who has appeared in several Broad- 
‘way productions and many films. 
This 19-year-old daughter, Jean, 
also has a role in the thriller. She 
plans to follow her parents’ careers 
after graduation from the Wash- 
ington U. 

Jory, an accomplished magician, 
will play a  sleight-of-hand ex- 
pert in the meller revival. 








Eunice Healey Options 
B’way Eatery Comedy 

Eunice Healey has optioned a 
musical comedy, “The Golden 
Touch,” with book, music and 
lyrics by the team of Bud Burston 
and Allan Sherman, for production 
in the fall. The show has a locale 
in a Broadway restaurant similar 
to Lindy’s, and the leading char- 
acters are a young busboy, his girl 
and a conniving patron of the spot. 
No director is set for the produc- 
tion, which will be budgeted at 
$200,000. 

Miss Healey already has an op- 
tion on “No Ark on Ararat,” a 
drama-fantasy by Catherine Hos- 
kins. 


| from Metro of the rights to “Green 
| from the Lilacs,” basis for ‘“Okla- 
homa,” plus nearly $11,900 ex- 
penses in connection with the Lon- 
don production, there was approxi- 
mately $45,400 available for distri- 
bution as of July 1. That would 
bring the total profit on the show 
to around $4,225,000 thu’ far. 


‘ROBERTS’ CUTS SCALE 
FOR CHICAGO RETURN 


Chicago, July 18. 
National company of “Mister 
Roberts,”’ which returns to the Er- 
langer here July 31 for a month, 
after setting a year record at the 
same house last season, is lowering 
its price range and will run at $3.71 
top instead of the previous $4.33. 
On Saturday matinees the main 
floor will be $2.50 and the bal- 
conies, $1.80, the lowest scale here 
since the war. 








Cape Cod Circus Drops 
Sundays at Church Bid 


Hyannis, Mass., July 18. 

In a letter to the board of diree- 
tors of the local Baptist church, 
Richard Aldrich, managing director 
of the Cape Cod Music Circus, to- 
day (Tues.) announced that there 
will be no more Sunday perform- 
ances at the spot after next week- 
end. The change, Aldrich stated, 
has been made in deference to the 
recent request of the church difrec- 
tors. The church is located across 
the street from the Circus. Ald- 
rich’s letter thanked the church for 
the use throughout the summer of 
the parish hall for rehearsals. 


Under the new schedule, the 
final performance, “Rio Rita,” will 
be Sunday night (23). “Song of 
Norway” will open Tuesday night 
(25) and play through Saturday 
night, July 29, with the regular 
matinee and an additional matinee 
Saturday. Monday night perform- 
anees for the balance of the sea- 
son will begin the following week, 





July 31, with “Vagabond King.” 


|likely to hypo business at the re- 
ivival of “The Medium” and “The 
| Telephone,” particularly since the 
|Arena, in the Edison hotel, is di- 
| rectly across the street from the 
Barrymore. 





Barter Theatre Group 
A B.0. Flop, Lams Troy 


Albany, July 18. 


pany’s Theatre Fair at the Troy 
Arena ended abruptly last Tuesday 
night (11) after two evening per- 
'formances of “Three Men On a 
| Horse.” Because it did “absolutely 
no business.” the troupe dropped 
|the curtain and moved elsewhere, 
|reportedly to the Lake George 
|area. Performances were scheduled 
'through Saturday (15), “The Tem- 
| pest” being advertised for Wednes- 
iday, Thursday and Saturday nights. 
Ad copy for the Shakespeare opus 
‘appeared in an Albany paper 
| Wednesday (12), but local radio 
'dates for several of the actors that 
‘day were cancelled. 

In addition to competition from 
established summer theatres in 
|this section, the Barter group en- 
countered rainy weather Tuesday. 
Copy for the week first appeared 
| here the Sunday before the open- 
ing, apparently much too late to 
‘help much at the boxoffice. Com- 
pany received a favorable review 
/on the first show, although men- 
'tion was made of “competition” 
|from a nearby switching engine. 


Forrest, Philly, Loses 








Philadelphia, July 18. 

The Forrest, town’s leading legit 
house, owned and operated by the 
Shuberts, was the first casualty un- 
der the new strict enforcement of 
a city ordinance banning signs 
from extending more -than 12 
inches over the sidewalk on Wal- 
nut street, where house is located. 

Theatre’s electric’ sign, erected 
in 1927, was taken down Thursday 
(13). It took a five-man crew three 
hours to remove the landmark. 
Other signs remaining on Walnut 
street are slated to go. They in- 
clude several on other theatres and 
niteries. 





The Barter Theatre road com- 


Sign to City Statute 


Dawn,” for which he hopes to en- 
gage a major femme star. 


Cronyn Set to Direct Wife 
Jessica Tandy in ‘Crane’ 


| Hume Cronyn is set to direct 
|“Hilda Crane,” drama by Samson 
' Raphaelson, which Arthur Schwartz 
will present in the fall. The play 
| will star Jessica Tandy (Mrs, Cro- 
inyn). 

| Due Friday (21) from the Coast, 
‘Cronyn will immediately huddle 
with the author and producer, then 
‘go to Boston to costar with his 
wife in a Cambridge Summer The- 
atre premiere of Edmund Wilson’s 
a Blue Light,” opening Aug. 


Copa City, Miami Beach, 


Becomes Strawhatter 
Copa City, Miami Beach, will 
start operation as a summer thea- 
| we next Tuesday (25) with “The 
Heiress,” headed by John Carra- 
|dine. A $3,000 bond was posted 
with Actors Equity Assn. this week. 
| Stock operations are planned until 
Dec. 9, when the spot will probably 
revert to nitery operation. 


Sandy Scott will head the thea- 
tre and Charlie Horowitz will be 
production coordinator. Latter will 
rehearse some shows and principals 
in New York. 





| 
| 











Houseman ‘Lear’ Stager 


John Houseman will direct the 
forthcoming revival of “King 
Lear,” starring Louis Calhern, 
which Rooert L. Joseph and Alex- 
ander H. Cohen have scheduled for 
rehearsal Nov. 27. Ralph Alswang 
will design the scenery. 





Brown’s Command Bid | 
Sydney, July 18. 

»« Joe E. Brown, currently appear- 

ing on the Melbourne stage in 

“Harvey,” was invited to the Com- 

mand Performance here next 

month. It is the biggest event of 
the theatrical year in Australia. 


Brown is a favorite here because 
of his entertainmnt of troops 





during the last war. 
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Eve Arden Sets Princeton Record; 


Faye Emerson 


Princeton, N. J., July 18. | 

Eve Arden in Ruth Gordon’s | 
“Over Twenty One” broke all at-| 
tendance records at the Princeton 


New Hampshire Barns 
Add 3; Year-Round Plan 


Manchester, N. H., July 18. 
Three more summer theatres 
have opened in New Hampshire, 
bringing the total in the state’s 


SRO at New Hope 


' ° : citronella circuit to 11. The latest 
art at Richmond Evervesions’ IN-/t 9 raise the curtain were the 
stitute, William and Mary college. Windham playhouse, Windham; 


Hodges was associated with the 


Essex Players, Essex - on - Lake the Forty-Niners at the Chase Barn 


Champlain, N. Y., and The Show 


Summer (McCarter) theatre here! shop Canton, Conn., before buy- 
last week. Weekly gross was about | ing and converting into a theatre 





theatre, Whitefield, the Barnstorm- 
ers in Tamworth. 


David Barrett, producer at the 





| Inside Stuff—Legit 


' James A. Doolittle, who produced “Faust” in the Hollywood Bowl 
‘last week, is burning at Bowl execs because of the alleged laxity of the 
| boxoffice crew. Producer claims he found more than 1,000 potential 
/patrons held up in lines in front of the boxoffice 30 minutes after 


curtain had gone up on final night. Grabbing ducats from the rack, he 
paced up and down the line, selling many. Hundreds of other would-be 
patrons left in disgust, he says. Despite this, the outdoor opera finaled 
on a building note, marking first time in Bowl history a Tuesday crowd 
has topped a Saturday crowd. Take was $44,500, representing about 
$1,500 profit for the three-night production starring Nadine Conner, 
J. Jerome Hines and Richard Tucker, and was conducted by Artur 


°$14,000 with an operating nut of 
approximately $8,000. Though 
Tallulah Bankhead broke the house 
record last season with a weekly 
gross close to $16,000, Manager 
Herbert Kenwith pointed out she 
played to a $3.60 top, while “Over 
Twenty One,” starring Miss Arden, 
sold at the regular prices, with a 
$3 top. 
The 1,100-seat house did capacity 
business for the week, with nearly 
30 standees Monday, Tuesday (10- 
11) and Saturday (15) evenings. 
Miss Arden had a percentage deal 
for the date. 
Bonanza biz is expected this week 
with Burgess Meredith in “Harvey.” 
Advance sale was excellent. In- 
terest is reported lively for Margo 
next week in “The Respectful Pros- 
titute,”” with Noel Coward's “Red 
Peppers” as a curtain-raiser. 





Faye Sparks New Hope 
New Hope, Pa., July 18. 

Faye Emerson, in a tryout of 
“Parisienne,” the opener for the 
forthcoming Theatre Festival on 
Broatiway, set SRO record of the 
1950 season at Bucks County play- 
house last week. The TV star 
sold out in advance, and a ninth 
performance, hastily added for Fri- 
day matinee (14), was quickly gob- 
bled up by turnaway strawhat cus- 
tomers. 

Despite only so-so press, the 
Ashley Dukes’ adaptation of the 
Henri Becque play was the first 
“attraction this season to get house 
back in its customary capacity 
groove. Troupe moved over week- 
end to Dennis, Mass., for second 
tryout week. 

“June Moon,” featuring Harold 
J. Stone, Conrad Janis and Ruth 
White, opened last night (Mon.) to 
mild advance. | 





Actors Escape Fire | 
Westboro, Mass., July 18. 
Two actors at the Red Barn 
theatre here were routed from 
sleep one night last week by in- 
cendiary fires at the home of Bill | 
McCormack, who owns the Barn. 
Harry Huguenot, character man, | 
and Robert Carle, juvenile, fled | 
from their third-story rooms at 
1:30 a.m. when five separate fires 
were discovered in the lower | 
floors. Police said it was a case 
of incendiarism. 
The McCormack colonial home 
is a short distance from the, 
theatre. 





Profitable Stockbridge 
Stockbridge, Mass., July 18. 
Although grosses have been a 
trifle below 1949, the current) 
season has thus far been the most) 
profitable within recent memory, 
for the Berkshire playhouse here. | 
Explanation, according to manager | 
William Miles, is that he’s con-| 
centrating on his resident company | 
this summer and thus has a sub- 
stantially lower operating cost than 
in previous seasons, when he used 
guest stars. 
Last week, the fourth of the 
season, hit the best business thus 
far, with a gross of $4,700 for “Peg 
O’ My Heart,” the old Hartley 
Manners romantic comedy, in the 
436-seat house at $2.94 top. Current 
bill is “Harvey,” with Robert Pike 
and Ellen Hall, of the resident 

troupe, as leads. 


Collingwood (Va.) Soggy 
Collingwood, Va., July 18. 





Four nights of rain out of the six 


played havoc last week with the 
open-air Collingwood theatre, leav- 
ing the 400-seat strawhatter hang- 
ing on the ropes, instead of enjoy- 
ing the expected good biz with a 
holdover stanza of “They Knew 
What They Wanted.” 

Collingwood is doing ‘Heaven 
Can Wait” this week and has “Peg 
o’ My Heart” scheduled for next 
week, the ninth and final week of 
the troupe’s originally announced 
season. Whether it will shutter 
thereafter, or go into August, will 
depend entirely upon the weather. 


Test ‘Angel’ at Middlebury 
Middlebury, Vt., July 18. 

“Angel From Heaven,” new play 
by Martha H. Newell, will be tried 
out Aug. 15-20 by the Green 
Mountain playhouse, now in its 
fourth season near here. Strawhat 
is under the ownership and produc- 
tion directign af Raymond. Hodges, 
head of the department of dramatic 





{margin on black side of ledger. The 


‘riding a b.o. 


| ard Smart, Virginia Gibson, George 
| Lipton, Edith King and Avon Long, 


the mission house on the former) Charlestown’ Summer theatre in 
summer estate near here of Sir)the Charlestown Town Hall, an- 
Winfred Grenfell, explorer. Resi-| nounced that he would continue 


dent company includes Jacqueline | 


Farnham (Mrs. Hodges), Roger | the fall, winter and next spring, 
Saeed on Fc oh a taking his troupe on the road 
Hughes, Ralp ratiey, snel'a | through New Hampshire between 
Coonan, Jerome Richards, Vivian cong amen 


the summer seasons. 
‘under way .for the acquisition of a 
‘barn, which will be remodelled 
into a modern summer theatre. 


Trestman, Judith Midyette, Nancy 
Davis, Mary Hann, Ted Weatherup, 
James Young and Robert Sowder. 
Ross Miller is stage manager, 
Vivian Trestman is assistant, Wil- 
liam H. Lockey, Jr. is set designer 
and Leroy M. Buckner is ad-pub- 
licity rep. 





Now It’s Imogene Coca 


Who Proves TV’s Draw 
For Strawhat Dates 


Chicago, July 18. 

Television, which has already | 
had a positive boxoffice effect in 
strawhats elsewhere in the coun-| 
try, demonstrated its buildup pow- 
er here last week. Imogene Coca, 





Erwin—‘Harvey’ 8G, Olney 
Olney, Md., July 18. 
Biz dipped at Olney theatre past 
week to lowest take to date, with | 
$8.000 in the till for Stuart Erwin | 
in “Harvey.” Nevertheless, the 
week's operation left a comfortable 


600 seater, with a $3 top, has been 
wave thus far this 


season, with capacity take going star of NBC's “Saturday: Night 
as high as $10,500 for a single Revue,” is starring in ‘Happy 
week, although “Light Up the Sky” | Birthday” at the Chevy Chase 


pulled only $9,000 week before Summer theatre in nearby Wheel- 


last. ing, Ill., and about 60° of the 
Lillian Gish, in the Broadway audiences are non-regulars who 
bound “Miss Mabel,” looks fairly have seen the actress on tele. Also 


for the first time at this spot, a/ 
star and a play have been held over | 
a second week. 
producer, also offered to buy the 
comedienne’s contract from her 
next engagement in Houston, but 
the deal couldn’t be made. 

Chevy Chase drew capacity at 
all performances last week, and is 
sold out for second week current. 
This also includes the Wednesday 


good in the current session and 
Maurice Evans in ‘“Devil’s Dis- 
ciple,” due July 25, is already sold 
out. Meanwhile, weekend visit of 
Joseph Kramm, director of “The 
Srike,” new Jose Ferrer starrer, 
makes the tentative booking of the 
tryout for Sept. 26 look certain. 





‘Bloomer Girl’ Ups Lambertville 
Lambertville, N. J., July 18. 


“Bloomer Girl,” first of the 1940 : ; . 
musicals to be offered at St. John er eesegiaes ye na vive oo 
Terrell’s Music Circus, drew the , 22"S-. aoe MR te : 
best gross so far this season.|2¢ded a special matinee next 


Saturday (22). Total gross for both 
weeks will hit over $20,000 for the 
800-seater. 


Featuring Dorothy Sandlin, Rich- 








the arena style presentation of the 
Harburg-Saidy-Herzig Civil War 
story. proved popular with Lam- 
bertville audiences. Opening in a 
storm last Tuesday (11) with in- 
termittent cloudbursts making it 
hard to perform against the ele- 
ments, the production played in 
murky weather most of the week, | 
but still topped the previous bills. | 

“The Red Mili” opens tonight 





Paul Green 


Continued from page 49 " 

















theatre, follows the pattern of his 
previous efforts. Tabbed a “sym- | 
phonic drama” along with its fore- 
runners, after the original Greek | 
meaning, “sounding together,” 
(Tues.) with producer Terrell re- | show is conceived to combine all 
turning to a greasepaint career. 


the art forms of the theatre—mu-_ 
Others in cast include Leni Lynn, sic, dancing, folk songs and poetry, | 
John Shanks, Robert Feyti, Howard 





his company’s operations through | 


| Rodzinski. Doolittle plans another opera and two operettas at the Bowl 
| this summer. 





Mask & Bell, Inc., has been chartered at Albany to conduct a the- 
atrical production business in Westbury, Nassau county, N. Y. Capital 
stock is $10,000, with par value of $100. Directors are: Edward Watson, 
Westbury; Edwin R. Lynde, Massapequa, and Jack D. Luchsinger, New 
York. 

President Playgs, Inc., has also been chartered to conduct a the- 
atrical production business in New York, with capital stock of 400 

shares. 





| “The Drunkard,” hokum melodrama at the Theatre Mart, Hollywood, 
'is believed to have set an all-time legit record with its 18th anniversary 
irecently. The revival has played 6,350 performances, (including free 
matinees for service men and women during the war). That compares 
with 198 performances which the meller had in its original Broadway 
run in the mid-19th century. During the show’s current engagement, 
customers are estimated to have consumed 4,000,000 bottles of beer, 


| 2,000,000 cups of coffee and 2,000,000 sandwiches. 





In addition to the new musicals due on Broadway this season, as 
listed last week, there are two probable productions with tunes by 
Vernon Duke and lyrics by Ogden Nash. One is the John Murray 
Anderson “Almanac,” with sketches by Charles Sherman, and the other 
is “‘Wedding Day,” with book by Leonard Gershe. Another possibility 
is “Wedding Day,” with book by Leonard Gershe. The “Almanac” 
score was originally intended for ‘““He and She,” a revue for which Ken 
Englund has written the sketches. 


~ Legit Bits 





Marshall Migatz, | ; 


Lilian Arnold, of the Lucille A. 
Phillips talent agency, is visiting 
her hometown, Boston, and scout- 
ing New England strawhats. . ‘ 
Howard Bay was reelected last 
week president of the United 
Scenic Artists, the AFL local rep- 
resenting scenic designers and art- 
ists and costume designers. Others 
named in the annual balloting were 
Woodman Thompson, vice-presi- 
dent; Emeline Roche, recording 
secretary; Arthur Romano, finan- 
cial secretary; George Everett, 
treasurer; Peggy Clark, William 


Winter and Albert Weber, trustees, | 


and Rudy Karnolt, business rep- 
resentative. ... Ezra Stone is due 
back next week from Paris and 
Rome, where he’s been scouting 
talent for Milton Shubert’s produc- 
tion of a Puccini musical, which 


| he will direct. ... Jean and Walter 


Kerr, co-authors of last season’s 
“Touch and Go,” are moving from 
Washington, where Kerr, was a 
member of the Catholic U. faculty, 
and will make their permanent 
home in Westchester county, N. Y. 
. . . Whenever Edward T. McCaf- | 
frey, N. Y. license commissioner, 
can’t use his opening night seats 
to inspect a new Broadway show, 
John M. Murtagh, chief magistrate 
and former commissioner of in- 
vestigations, subs for him. 
Dancer Valerie Bettis will play 
her first straight speaking part in 
“Crimes and Crimes,” to be of- 
fered Sept. 4-16 by the Festival 
Theatre, in association with Har- 
riet Ames. The cast will include 
Sam Wanamaker, Blanche Yurka 
and Helmut Dantine. ... Fred F. 
Finklehoffe and Richard W. Kra- 
keur have partnered to present 
Louis Verneuil’s ‘Affairs of State,” 
Oct. 2 at the Royale, and Finkle- 


week. bringing the total profits dis- 
tributed so far on the Cy Feuer- 
Ernest Martin production to $120,- 
000... “‘Member of the Wedding” 
investors received a $22,500 divvy 
last week, bringing the total distri- 
bution on the Robert Whitehad 
presentation to $97,500 thus far... 
Maxine Keith, radio and television 
consultant for legit shows, is due 
back at her desk today (Wed) after 
an extended hospital siege. 

With the closing Saturday (22) of 
“Oklahoma” in Chicago, pressagent 
Ralph T. Kettering will take over 
management of the Music-in-the 
Round at the World’s Fair there 
for Charles Blake. He succeeds 
Ben Rosenberg, who will company 
manage the “Lost in the Stars” 
tour . . . Kim Hunter and Rudy 
Bond are exiting the cast of “Two 
Blind Mice” in Chicago next week 
to play their original parts in the 
film edition of “Streetcar Named 
Desire.” No replacements have 
been set . .. With Harry Davies 
taking over the pressagent spot for 
“Black Chiffon,” Jim Keefe has re- 
placed him with the touring ‘Lend 
an Ear”... Patricia Collinge will 
play the lead in the Russell Lewis- 
Howard Young production of John 
Patrick’s “Curious Savage” .., 
London edition of ‘“Where’s Char- 
ley?” will probably be presented 
by H. M. Tennent (Hugh Beaumont) 


| and Val Parnell in the fall of 1951 


. . . Edward Everett Hale, of the 
Actors Equity staff, leaves Friday 
(21) to become chief of special 
services with the active Reserve, at 
Pine Camp, N. Y., with the rank of 
lieutenant-colonel . . . Gian-Carlo 
Menotti, composer-director of “The 
Consul,” leaves by plane Saturday 
(22) with co-producer Chandler 


| Cowles to direct the film edition of 


verest critic, Green nevertheless | 
Danbury Jumps to $10,000 
flashback techniques of pictures, as | 
on the local fairgrounds, finally hit possible by radio and TV, he could | 
bigtop for ‘““‘The Vagabond King.” | 
the tent at the last minute and cation,” Green looks upon his 
office. Despite three stormy nights 


Production is on a non-profit basis 


pantomime, action, chorus, as well | 
Ross, Eileen Schauler and Rowan as acting. Often Hollywood’s se- | 
Tudor. | 
hastens to pay filmdom tribute by | 
acknowledging that without the. 

Danbury, Conn., July 18. 

Melody Fair, the new music tent | well as the dramatic freedom made | 
its stride Saturday night (15),| never have written his historical | 
when 2,200 persons packed the | te | 
Benches usually used on the mail|, Conceived as semi-religious ef- 
between the acts were carried into | forts played in “theatres of dedi- 
Ben Boyar, general manager, ran Shows as educational and cultural 
an extra ticket window in the press | ventures run as local projects. | 
earlier in the week, the gross with civic, and, in the case of the 
topped $10,000, best to date. first two, state sponsorship as well 


_ Dorothy Sandlin stars this week as Federal blessing. With a nuc- 
MIN” cad? "Niuehty Sone” | ee of professional talent, they 
coming up. Latter will star the| have proved labs for young theatre 


| hopefuls, drawing upon a local col- 





ee ee Ta bane | and little theatre groups for 
| Bridgeport | personnel. Equity has given the 
: nai : 
projects cooperation. 
Highland Park, Ill., $6,000 | A fourth drama, based on the 


| Chicago, July 18. |early Scotch history of the area, 

Tent House theatre, Highland| was produced indoors at Fayette- 
Park, Ill., grossed $6,000 last week ville, N. C., in 1940, and is cur- 
with “Born Yesterday.’ The 700- rently being mulled for an outdoor 
seater had turnaways Friday and setting in that area. Two addi- 


Saturday nights (14-15). | gs : 
Ni : . . ti . 1 « 
Equity spot is now in third year. | rage Mag ec — pt Rg men 


t ‘Party’ $10,900, Westport groups working on financing ap- 
Westport, Conn., July 18. | Propriate outdoor settings. One, 
Tryout of Lawrence Langner’s | >ased upon the pilgrim Fathers, 
“new anti-Communist play, “Life is angled for the Plymouth, Mass. 
of the Party,” at his Westport | Another, which the author hopes 
County playhouse last week drew may emerge as an American Pas- 
a gross of just over $10,900, with | sion Play has aroused the interest 
anon ——— peaviene a | of backers in the Los Angeles area, 
0 e patronage. - Comedy | : wi 
drew thumbs-down caw. “Pres sions. oe aw Se ae 
vious week’s bill, Maurice Evans 
in Shaw’s “Devil’s Disciple,” set a h bon "ond Washington deal is 
new house record for the 735-seat | corey  wacerwristen by a Con- 
barn. Gross was $11,500 at a | 8ressional grant. It calls for a 
| $3.60 top, bettering the’ previous | Straight fee plus a percentage of 
mark of $11,100, set by Helen the take for the duration. 
Hayes in “Good Housekeeping” | firmly insists that these inspira- 
last summer, when the seating ca- tional, historic dramas never be 
| pacity was smaller. | played elsewhere or be used on 


With the cancellation of the new , any other medium “except by per- 
| mission of the author.” 











(Continued on page 52) 





Green | 


| backers of “‘Where’s Charley?” last 


| hoffe’s and Leo Lieberman’s “Mike 
| MacCauley” later in the fall. ... 
| Ted Scott takes over the male lead 


| July 31 in “Kiss Me, Kate,” when | Gaiety, Long a Landmark 


‘the Cole Porter musical moves | 
from the Century to the Shubert, | In London, to Be Razed 
| London, July 18. 


pe Y. 7. ar Keith Andes, 

| who is leaving for a film assign- , : , 
|ment. Andes recently shifted vl oe = * <upian Lane's 
| the touring company of the show | f gt eatre has evoked regret 
| to replace Alfred Drake, who orig- | oan th show people and. the 
‘inated the part... . The “Peep | Press. In a lengthy editorial last 
|Show” reviews obviously didn’t Week, the London Times wistfully 
/come up to Michael Todd’s expec- | Tecounted high spots of the house's 
| tations, so he has had the critics’ | history following its construction 
| portraits removed from that huge | in 1867. 

| sign over the Winter Garden, N.Y.,! Backbone of the Gaiety, the 
and will substitute a gigantic pic-| Times nostalgically noted, was its 
ture of a showgal’s leg in the space. |musical comedies and girl shows. 
Carl Fisher, house manager of|In more modern times, Gracie 
| om Hudson, N. Y., until its recent Fields and Leslie Henson appeared 
| Sale to NBC, planed Sunday (16) to! on its stage. Theatre is now due 
Switzerland for a quick vacation! to be razed and the site used for 
| tour of Europe before starting his | an office buildi 

| hew assignment as company man- | satin 5 

| ager of “Call Me Madam”... 
Maynard Morris, of the Music 
| Corp. legit department, planed Fri- 
|day (14) to Europe for a show- 
catching vacation. He’s due back 


his “Medium” in Italy. 








Opera Comique Facelifting 


Paris, July 11. 
Opera Comique during the sum- 
a mer months will take advantage 
Aug. 7. . . Backers of “Tickets, |of the seasonal closing for some 


Please,” which opened April 27, | i , 
still haven’t received any financial Papen og oP hg fae vee oor 
accounting on the operation . fp Peeled gr ag 


Robert Reud last week satisfied a QWned Palais de Chaillot in the 
| $2,512 judgment obtained last fall | {all if the contractors have not 
by Hattie Carnegie, Inc., for cos- | finished their work. 

tumes for his and Paul Czinner’s| The Opera Comique belongs to 
Broadway productions ... Another|the Reunion des Theatres Na- 
dividend of $10,000 was paid to the |tionaux. Biggest. grossers are 
usually “Carmen” and “Tosca.” 
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: Total Legit Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures based on VARIETY’s 
boxoffice estimates for last week (the 7th week of the season) 


and the corresponding week of last season: 


Wednesday, 


VARIETY 


‘ROBIN HOOD’ BIG 506, 
ST. LOUIS MUNY OPERA 


St. Louis, July 18. 
| Natives rang up a new season | 
attendance record and gross for|_ 


Bway Levels Off to Sesinee Pace: 
Peep Show 49G, Blondes’ $46,400, 


ol 




















This Last («“R ” 
i 4 obin Hood,” the 67-year-old Reg- | 
Ta Tia PBN WD BROADWAY Season Season  inald De Koven-Harry B. Smith | 6 ] . Db 
Num er of shows current............. see 18 15 | operetta, that wound up a one-week | 
Potal weeks played so far by all shows.... 136 117 stand Sunday night (16) in the) > 3 —%. 
Total gross for all current shows last week. $372.700 $355,400 | Municipal Theatre Assn. alfresco | 
fotal season’s gross so far by all shows... $3,150,500 $2,861,700 | eenaee in bee a es ie ces _ After two successive weeks of, Previous week, $25,000; last week, 
Number of new productions so far....... ‘ 1 2 of th yoce Herb « . hd es res fast-dropping grosses, Broadway $25,100. 
ROAD the engagement and rain shortly | generally levelled off last week. “Wisteria Trees,” Martin Beck 
(Excluding Stock) tah bp B ece By Pd last The pattern was inclined to be un- (16th wk) (D-$4.80-$6; 1.214; $33,- 
Number of current touring shows reported 8 10 ray Me st oka ae ght oo $50°000° even, with some shows reversing 000). Previous week, $10,500; last 
Total weeks plaved so far by all shows 69 77 : 8 wile wv, ‘the recent trend by making mod- | week over $12,000; went dark Sat- 
ft r OY ah Sno > a4 Two new players who scored Tae ah aan @ 
Total road gross reported last week rast’ 600 PR a 600 solidly were Anne Bollinger and erate comebacks, while others urday night (22) for four weeks. 
Season’s total road gross so far 1,721,300 1,890,500 Thomas Leach Mary Hopple, a fa- bob p; nm Reece Ss th pines stock 
oo ———— vorite of many seasons here, also bers Lo ae oi MP pao i Pa “Julius Caesar,” Arena (4th wk) 
won plaudits from the crix and the aban ae li rf at ‘all penn ac (C-$3; 500; $10,600). Previous week, 
e audience for her warbling stint. ances en ro ae $6,400; last week, about $7,100: 
Weat i iD, isitor S er |: Outstanders in support were Edwin |? With tawre® thaws on. the Mean closed Saturday (22 new bill, 
. Steffe, Leonard Elliott, Richard the tot: I all agg tne tages = i o| tly | the Medium" and “The Tele- 
Ventworth and Viola Roache. 1e oral Bross may ease Signtly | phone,” opens tonight (Wed 
; lower in the next few weeks, but P” } 
é “ fol é e « The Moss Hart-Kurt* Weill musi- : : py eer a ‘ ts “a ea ee 
al “Tad 7 ha ayle »? ing — l juUSINeSS OLIOWS ne yreceaen - - Uae 
9 6M i } ca], “‘Lady in the Dark,” being pre- J busi fol tl ecent Festiv ee! - re , 
‘Ear $ G Kia Ice sented for the first time here under of recent seasons the ittendance P Casey's zm “Tul " " a 
by vv a ? the stars, opened a_ seven-night for indi\ raheaeee entries should _— “y ~<a "Wire m As, ie aot, uh 
ol stand last night (Mon.) before a ™Aain carly meney fOr Uae BERS) Se a eee, o> 15 aye 
Chicago, July 18 + ii si ais mob of 9.000 and a gross _ four weeks, or until about mid- Daphne Laureola,” Se; . Mu- 
. : mob of 9,000 and a gross of approx coon. pm . - ial 
Aided by cooler weather and imately $3.500. Norma Terris. qa August, when the seasonal upturn Sit “xg sl anton “XPOsure, 
several conventions, the legit S h T local vet. Blaine Cordne q is due. sept. 26, Biltmore; “Blac Chiffon,” 
ocal vet, Blaine Cordner, Viola c inh a : 
boxoffice edged up_ last week traw al ryouts Roache Leonard Elliott, Gene The total gross for all 18 shows Sept. 27, 48th Stree! “Season in 
after the poor holiday week rHIS WEEK Barry and Harry Fleer. the latter last week was $372,700, or 62.62% the Sun,’ vig 9 “ Cor Affairs 
“Oklahoma” did especially well at “Angel in’ the Pawnshop’— two newcomers here. scored in the Of capacity. That represented a of State, Oct. 2, Roya San bh 
the matinee sessions ‘Lend An Coentry playhouse, Fayetteville, top roles. Outstanders in support rise of 1.68°¢ from the boxoffice Smue,” Oct 3,, Lyceum; “ ys ill Me 
Ear” was upped a little also. and N. Y. (17-22 Reviewed in VARIETY, are Xehia Bank. Maurice Burke level of the previous week, when Madam, Oct. 9, Imperial; “Curious 
“Two Blind Mice” got a fey extra June 28, °50) and Suzanne Loc h. Two revolv ng the total gross tor 18 shows was Savage, Oct 1O, the ure ispeci- 
dollars, too “Check and Double”’—Blythe- stages are a 1g utilized for the $361,500 ae records show that - G; “Legene rr Sara i Oct Ll, 
ster Roberts,’ Wehich ran wood theatre, Chestertown, N. ¥ manv scene ec ives in the piece the current eason is thus far run- theatre unspecified; “Lady’s Not 
man n al in the pi ‘ : : rt eg Pg 
over a year at the Erlanger in (16-22 ning slig tly ahead of 1949-50. for Burning,” Nov. 8, Royale. 
1949, returns for a month's stay “Dorothy” Hillbarn theatre when the total number of weeks . - 
lulv 31. with “Oklahoma” shutter- San Mateo, Cal. (21-22) played had reached only 117 and 
, : c 
ing next Saturday (22) for six-week “Happier Harvest” Putnam ‘Rose Varia n the total gross for all shows was 1). e e: . 
avoft betore re nis ier Labor County playhouse, Mahopac fs $2,861,700 But it’s already quite i aclii i 
Day, in Asbury Park, N. J 18-23). a bit below the 1948-49 sedson RUE V9 
Estimates for Last Week “His French Wife” ynother 6 > se which at this point had registered 
‘ go .3 . n ada {ior arisieane The- : 60 weeks played by all shows and 
“Lend An Ear,” Gre orthern adaptation 0! Parisieal rhe @ i nl Hy ] \ play by all s ) 
: . P war ; . e-hv-the-Se: , heck } ota gross oO Do.50 7.60 : 
l6th wk) ($4.94; 1,500). M d $12.- atre-by-the-Sea, Matunuck, R. 1 U a total | f $3,307,600 st pr 
600 lant week. - 17-22). Reviewed in VARIETY this _ There were no permanent clos- JU, 3 5 
“Ok ieee * Erlanger (12th wk), week , San Francisco, July 18 ‘ngs last % eek. - but M ster 
$4.33; 1 334 . Picked up with fair “Live Wire” Ogunquit Me.) ‘Rose Marie”. hit a tremendous toberts _ ane Wisteria Trees Los Angeles, July 18. 
$17,000; closes Saturday weeny: 17-22 Reviewed in $45,000 last week in its second laid off Saturday night (22) until! ~ pinct of the Greek th s fifth 
two BI ind Mice.” Hi ris 10th \ ETY this week.) stanza at the 1.550-seat Curran Atte: Zi. and Texas L | Darling season offerings. “Mi Liberty.” 
\ e271. 1 OO ] t $10.000 “Mir sega Duxbu Mass.) squeezing in extra standees. Star- at the same time started a five- wound up Saturday nicht (15 
d . = sehir pilav 17-22): Met hall, ring Patrice M , Valter week breather. The Arena revival ,, 7° 7 a eevee OR 
, : piayhous bi-2d4 lemorial hall, ring Patrice Munsel, with Waltet eek breather. ; the wrong side of the ledger. Al- 
. Vlonson, Mass. (20-22). (Reviewed Cassel and Jack Goode, it is the of “Julius Caesar’ ended its ‘sched- though it finaled on a_ building 
n VAR * Julv 12. 50) " 1e Civie Light ‘ra ule ur-week run Saturday night, rage MOINS 
ny I (PO i T_} in VaRIeTY, July 12, °50). | second in the Civie, Light Opera uled four week ay tts das night, note, the production suffered a $5 - 
A ate / : H ) “Miss Mabel Olney (Md.) the- series and is scaled to $4.80 with the dou'le-bill “The Medium 000 loss “South: Pacific.” mean 
P| ‘ea (12-92 -oviewed in VARIETY “De i salesman.” ith and “The Telephone” ; suce |.) py a0 ogi eal 
: Gis 5 é 5) ce ee 23) Revie d in VARIETY, 7 » gag rad . pang ae ye ae tug he ~—. ee i Pe ip while, continued its capacity pace, 
; July 12, ’5( homas Mitchell slipped sti ur- TA RF cacncansceneg, AE a, 5 This week’s only newcomer is 
j ‘ : 4 “Parisienne” — Cape play house, ther, chalking up a fair $16.000 for possibl} tor an inde in'te, de “Finian’s Rainbow,” second Greck 
5 ' LenS | Dennis, Mass (17-22 Reviewed in its fourth week _at the 1,775-seat Estimates for Last Week theatre offering, with several of 
f 1ODer S su VARIETY, July 12, oy, Strine” Geary. . is $3.60. Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), the original leads. 
“Revue on a Shoe string — ae . (C rt 2 (Revue esti ] 
; Green M insions theatre, W rrens- CD ‘Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), Estimates for Last Week 
2 { wiv Q ; aor pi awe’ i oe : \ (Musical yeretta) “ aw . ‘ 
> ne: ee 29 burg, N.Y. (22 ‘2D MAN’ SLOW STARTER, gh aoa oe 7 ag =< ger >, Miss Liberty,” Greek theatre 
<] Kiss Me. Kate in fourth week “See How They Run’’—Arena —— 4 ity De en a ee dé (2d wi $3.60; 4,400). Much better 
5 F: r ipert continued to get theatre. Great Neck, L. I 20-22): RING 7 THE EAT RE, CL EVE respective /, to 1 - price, } Rane? $48.000 was in the black but two- 
y strong trade, although-matinees Town Hall theatre Sturbridge, Ww hal : Ay of seats and capacity gross. Frice wer k tally of $87,000 was $5.000 
? are off Mister Roberts,” at the nya: 18-22): Weston (Vt.) plavy- Cc 7 includes 20° amusement , but shy of costs. 
' } | 7 i ac? 2 ? . @ ae leve ant 4 . { “ge " * , 7 ° 
y Colonial, is slipping and will ¢ house (2-23). (Reviewed in VARIETY Ring.theatre at the So * \Her. ee ee ee ? re South Pacific,” Philharmonic 
A July 29 to hit the road again this week tow 4 oa calhe t | Sven n with its | 42 Aud (8th wk) ($4.80; 2,600). An- 
4 : . oth . On JUSL « ul broke even iti 1S — ites : . : — 
K Estimates for Last Week “Spring for Sure Robert Dag- opening bill last week, Virginia Rye ktail Party,” Miller (26th O™ler Capacity week, over $57,100 
e ‘Mister Roberts.” Colonial (19th gett. playhouse, Westboro, Mass. Gjjmore and Tod Andrews in S. N.| wk ‘D-$4.80: 940: $21.600), Pre- , 19 te On; two more rames to go, 
d wk) ($3.60; 1.500). Dipped to 18-2 ae ania a sehrman’s “The Second Man.” Viou week, $11,200; last week, 
; $11.900 as NEXT W EE =, =“ , However, for the Ann Corio en- $12°.590 ‘SHOW BOAT’ OK $73 000 
s “Kiss Me, Kate,” Shubert (4th ‘ Break It t am ; 194-99) y-(Nhe-  sagement opening last night (Mon.) “Come Back, Little Sheba,” 
r wk) ($4.20-$4.80:; 1.700). Still strong sae Race Seage v ni ye Minato “cal and for the Tom Drake appear- Booth 22¢ wk) (D-$4.80; 712; OPENS i 
be but dip pea to $28,000. , Devil _ Also reams" — “¥€W ance in “John Loves Mary” indi- $20.000). Previous week, $7,300; 4 F SEASON 
d Set Yorkers ee theatre, Somer- cations are that the {heatre-in-the- last week, nearly $7,800. Louisville, July 18 
ll set. Mass lea a7). oe ge : round venture staged bv Rav Boyle “Deat of aS lesm: in.” Morosco 4OUISVILle, Ju Vv ° 
< Ree ord Casiaaty List “His French Wife” ‘another jay carry over into the black side seamen gad (D-$4 Bt - O14: $23 800) With no performance lost due to 
n adaptation of ‘Parisienne -John of the ledger. Subsequent offer- pia; « wha % ¢10) on): teat wer k. weather conditions, “Show Boat” at 
és F (‘0 tral Indiana Drew theatre, East Hampton, L I. ings include “Glass Menagerie.” : 9300. 7 eT ee ~* Troauois An phitheatre y ound up a 
r- OF UEhra oS 24-29). ‘Reviewed in VARIETY this’ with Julie Haydon, and “Candle- ~° D, Va S » Broad , J0-dev run Sunday (16) to start the 
; wow } . ” . : +s “Detective te Broaagnurst civiweak of cares ehesat, : 
d Indianapolis, July! 18. 7 eer . “eee Green light” with Helmut Dantine. (GOT! ee wie c4 po el 160: $9 ; nnn sil «K summer season. [tf grossed 
t) Summer theatre activity has hit House — the oe a =" Allerton is staging shows in the a a sega e2 Onn-. last week. | 0,.7e™ £23.090 on the extended 
1 a modern high in central Indiana, bu h theatre, Blauvelt, ’ - ‘<4¥"— Mather room. There are 10 rows 2100. “ead ad iar fe ; > "OK iowns open air theatre 
1e with no less than six “live” at- ° Aim sie ichdehaliasiitaiaia on two sides of the stage, three Y°.."": ae re » @raws patrons from as far away as 
iy fractions bidding for attention .. Mailman ae Maverick theatre, rows on the a two for a capac-  . “Gentleme n Prefs re Biondes, 100 miles, and it’s estimated that 
al here and at nearby cities and re- Woodstock, N. y. fateot). ' itv of 350. Sea evenings ranges (32d wk) a Pi 628; $48.244). 25°7 of the trade come sffom small 
or ™ + 7 ” i ‘ »}"* as yweatire s o ‘ venta lat) wool 4 'f 7 Awne ane ee s4% . 
at sorts. In addition to “Student Miss Mabel ms ya pau yinanla from $1.80 to $ 3.60: matinees, $1.20 Previous week, $43,600; last week, towns one rural localities outside 
of Prince.” curtain-raiser of Star- | Newport. R. I. (24-29). (Reviewed tg ¢9 40 $46.400. the Louisville area 
’ 6 Pome tar ae ge in VaRIFETY | 9 *50) ee ety 2 : ” 95 > f ae "1A 
io light musicals at the fairgrounds, !%,\ ARIETY. July 12, 90). % ’ wer “Happy Time,” Plymouth (25th — Roberth Shafer, Sammy White, 
e the list’ includes “Heavens to Bg geo oe: eee wk) (C-$4.80; 1,063; $29,019). Pre- Gloria Hamilton, Dorothy Keller, 
d ,etsv.”’ 1uUsICa medyv by Tom ©.) PIAYNOUSE Soe eo). , ¢ = n ii 1 vious week, $16,100; last week, Lulu Bates and Ruth Gates (a fav 
= Bo “f acne re gprs of Betsy “Pull Up a Chair Green Man- erst wit iemoria $17.300 here in the dram: tic stock anes 
of R . by Cock and Bull Plavers sions theatre, Warrensburg, N. \Y R “d $3 1 000, H 30d “Kiss Me, Kate,’ Century (80th Came through with sock perfor- 
here East Lynne at Brown oJ}. ani 9 mh, €col ‘ J woo wk) (M-S6: 1.645; $46.650). Previ- Mar throughout. Gean Green- 
C unt playhouse, Nashville (Ind); ,, nope — nie Per a N “i Hollywood, July 18 ous week. $27,000; last week, $26,- well, i Ss0O, gave a fine vocal inter- 
“Fire fy,” at Indiana U. opera af Ag iR wt d in Vanieey this ge hove Bowl’s sixth consecu- 800 : . : : “s ae tation of the stevedore, Joe, 
; school, Bloomington; “Laura,” at» “""o" ephiweicnieee Ay tive Gershwin memorial concert “Member of the Wedding,” while David oo Terry Saunders 
d Meaxinkuckee playhouse, Culver or aveller’ Jov” —— Falmouth Saturday (15) dfew a record $31,- Empire act 1 Wk) (D-$4.8 : 1,082; pe Leonard Ceeley also scored. 
Locals were also corralled for | ,. \ % Cc sh A EY : Mass. 500 gross. Total of 21,000 people $24,000). Previous week, $13,000; Iroquois Amphitheatre shows are 
special train excursion to Indian- 04-99), eonamessem 5°" turned out at the 20,000-seater, last_week, $13,300. McMann fe nei le Me 
sg a te ae, i ear abip ngiia gn ~ ap once t pa ss a aii ang : “Mister Roberts,” Alvin (125th cManus is musical director, Vir- 
apolis night performance of “Tra- 3 Fa leaving Bowl execs wringing theil aster hh i. + uJ JU | ¢ ¢ ctor, Vir 
et viata,” at the Cincinnati Zoo s ‘Within a Glass ot vad We eo hands because weeknight longhair Wk) (CD-$4.80; 1.360; $34,276). Pre- | 8inia Johnson is choreographer and 
he Saturday (15) (Conn.) Country playhouse ‘es-<"".-events don’t draw ’em like that vious week, $21,500; last week, Edward Scanlan is book director, 
st : SEER Sen . ~— ae 2g ' ey Dae Name draw for this one included $20 700; shuttered Saturday night “Chocolate Soldier,’ the second 
avhouse, estboro, Mass. _,*‘* oa ges foes age (29) ur weeks week’s _ bill, ened | 
ly one xt + gett pias Gregory Peck reading the eulogy ‘<<’ for four weeks. — Ss 1 opened last night 
2's Long ino Ne w P resident ee. penned by Oscar Hammerstein. II “Peep Show,” Winter Garden ‘Mon.) with Frances Greer, Robert 
- ‘ N py vd J *| «2 vic) (R¢7 90- 3 ° RR ~. 3 
on Of New Orleans Overa Gordon MacRae, Lucille Norman, (8d Wk) (R-57.20: (1,519; $55,200). Shafer, Ralph Riggs, Gean Greens 
ries uly 18 Can { Re d Sho Carmen Dragon orchestra and a Previous week, $46,900; last week, | well, Ruth Gillette, Leonard Ceeley 
na ou Saag este July 18. ; urren 02 OWS 40-girl Fanchon & Marco line. almost $49,000. , | and Marjorie Wellock. 
ugh ! Vilkinson  resignes é “Peter Pan,” Imperial (12th wk) | 
. : - c ) ) ee : L , p « | 
its last week as president of the New Fuly 17-30 \I-$4.80; 1.400; $34,500). Previous , ¢f_* ’ 
‘S. Orleans Opera Assn. Reason was —— Cincy ‘Zoo Opera Adds week, $26,500; last week, about) FTINCe Opens Indpls. 
“1e that “there aren't enough funds to “Neath of a Salesman”’—Geary, Taole ¢ $27,900. 
ed meet the expenses of the coming S. r. (17-29 Sth W eck to Schedule “South Pacific,” Majestic (66th | Slate With Slim 16G 
ue season.” he said Attorney has “Kiss Me, Kate’—Shubert. Bos- Cinei innati, July 18. gh. k) (M-$6; 1,659; $50,186). Still | ; 
for been the head of the group for four {ony (17-29). poet ittend: oy Preay! pincoin 6 ge tting the standee limit a®all Per | Indianapolis, July 18. 
7 = ftas fees Te - — a. ae ed the extension o 1e Summer formances; $5 “Student Pri ” close “Ss 
vears, usually underwriting the “Lend an Ear’—Great Northern, A Pape’ . Student Prince” closed the first 
. ’ . end an Lat mC at . ul nara’ cane «4 > ne . 7 on ’ ,” : : : " 
deficit an tee o Opera season at the Cincinnati Zoo Texas, L’il Darlin’” Hellinger week of Starlight Musicals series 
ies , Chi. (17-00 for a fifth week, to Aug. 5. Operas (34th wk) (M-$6; 1,543; $42,000). at state fairgrounds Sunday night 
R. Kirby Longino was elected “Live Wire’—Playhouse, Million and stars for th: a oggiee! <agg PS ai : oo ; at state fairgrounds Sunday nigh 
Pee he — Live Wire layhouse, MM i and stars for that week will be Previous week, $11,000; last week, (16) with disappointing $16,000. at 
succeed Wilkinson, — who _ Was Dollar Pier, Atlantic City (24-29). announced after signing of con- $10,900; laid off Saturday night $2.40 top Production. featurin 
te ” , ror ife ‘ecicdle a “s P eo : y ; Pb wage . py: . ° ° > é 
m- elected an honorary life president. ayister Roberts"—Colonigl, Bos- tracts in New York, according to (22) until Aug. 21. |Earl William, Dean Carroll oan 
ge : 4 ee a aa ae ton (17-29 tobert Sidell, managing director. “The Consul,” Barrymore (18th Alexander Grey, built a little each 
me San Antoni Arena Production “Qklahoma”—Erlanger, Chi. (17- Audiences last week were great- wk) (M-$4.80-$6; 1,066; $28,000). night, but started too far back 
" ; ® ’ ° « J « sbic ~ ’ . om . * = b z 5 ; A : s ‘ . Ms . « ~_ . 
ws an <n Antonio, July 18. 99 er than first week. There were two Previous week, $16,000; last weék, Break-even point-is about $18,500 
ont San Knaiente Little Theatre is, “*'° Sarto” .Curre s f. performances each of Aida,” with $16,200. ‘on 50° guarantee plan under 
the planning a_ theatre-in-the-round “Rose Marie’—Curran, ©. ‘ Stella Roman, Margaret Harshaw “Tickets, Please,” Coronet (12th which unions and chorus are’work- 
not production late this summer. Name ‘[1#-29). aig vit: . and Kurt Baum; “Carmen” with) wk) (R-$4.80; 998; $26,600). Pre- ing, or $25,000 on full scale figure. 
é of the play is yet to be selected “South Pacific — Philharmonic fyrra Petina, Ramon Vinay and | vious week, $10,000; last week, John Elliott, Gail Manners, Bert 
to | This will be the first time this Aud., L. A. (lé-29). _, George Chapliski, and “La Travi-¢nearly $10,700. _ Mathews and Grey are set to open 
Na- | type of presentation has been ot- “Pwo Blind Mice”’—Harris, Chi. ma with ee ee (ist wip fy ag bg nee in second of series, “New Moon,” 
, 1 (17-31 i Kullmap a oher fee i st Wk) ; : 8,700). 
eee SF oa vy SG0 2 yi.tbe cs We sei s1sah i ¢itzuba m.279,/ : t ‘ of, tee EtG G3 FH, Che! $38, sae fonght (Tuesy%, si Dates 
i = an ‘ i 6 ae Se ¢ - . 
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» > _r 











Fr hyp er ree “$e “eo 





52 LEGITIMATE 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 19, 1950 





Strawhat Reviews 


The Live Wire 
Ogunquit, Me., July 17. 


Manhattan Repertory Co. presentation 
of Michael Todd production of comedy in 
three acts by Garson Kanin Directed 
by author: setting. Tom Jewett: costumes, 
Forrest Thayer. At Ogunquit (Me.) play- 
house, July 17, °50; at $3 top. 

John Tobe. Jr Peter Turgeon 
Ursula Poe Sheila Bond 


Mr. Finch.... Douglas Chandler 
Leo Mack ; ae Scott. McKay 
Horace Lundquist... Rex Williams 


Ned Wertimer 


Mitchell Mack ; 
Elliott Reid 


Granny Schenck... 


Ev. Brogan Chester Stratton 
Rip Hulett ’ John Drew Colt 
Sam Maghakian Charies Chaplin, Jr. 
Sol Margolis 5 Jack Gilford 
Mike Shannon Pat Harrington 
Dorothy Parrish Carmen Mathews 
.iz Fargo Peggy Cass 
Brian Free: Murvyn Vye 


Harry Holland Heywood Hale Broun 


A mildly entertaining comedy 
that hits an easygoing strawhat 
audience for a loop may still not 
have all that it takes for Broadway. 
The updating of the New York 
opening to Aug. 3, after further 
preparation at Atlantic City, will 
call for no drastic rewrite job. The 
as-is status of “Live Wire” merely 
calls for minor changes in empha- 
sis for mild-run potentialities. No 
amount of revamp work would 
bring the basic theme to more than 
that. 

Script has a dozen stage-struck 
youths weathering out the “hous- 
ing crisis” in a Quonset hut set 
down in a parking lot near Radio 
City, N. Y. Foregoing bare state- 
ment tips off a theme of reference 
that automatically dates back; Ka- 
nin himself says that the script 
was finished in 1947, which seems 
more like 1910 in- view of what has 
happened since. Accelerated recent 
history has been unkind to call-me- 
mister locales with guys worrying 
merely about getting past casting 
secretaries. 

The production is a repository 
of sock performances. Cut-away 
Quonset milieu with predominantly 
male-type action is reminiscent 
not so much of the obvious “Com- 
mand Decision,” which it neverthe- 
less derives from, as of earlier sub- 
marine epics, with entire com- 
panies going to destruction in the 
midst of sardonic lines, with 
weaker individuals cracking. 

Oppressive element here is sup- 
plied by the hopeless employment 
situation as it hits sincere individ- 
uals looking for careers in show 
business. The phony, as depicted 
here by Scott McKay, makes the 
grade handily, amidst the wreckage 
of his associates’ complacencies, 
which aren’t patched at final cur- 
tain by the author’s philosophizing. 
Cast turns in compelling perform- 
ances, with Kanin’s principal job 
now apparently to turn off some of 
the individuality, which in large 
groupings can sometimes amount 
to mugging. 

Jack Gilford, as an experienced 
sardonic hand around the Quonset, 
turns in a job that earns him a 
hand on several occasions. Sheila 
Bond, libelously depicting a Rock- 
ette, supplies romantic interest in 
an appropriate manner. Murvyn 
Vye gives his 10 percenter part a 
tradey authenticity that may not 
register with all audiences. Car- 
men Mathews and Peggy Cass, as 
a twosome from Life mag, are to 
the spitting image. All others 
acquit themselves’ well, which 
should resolve present productional 
worries down into matters of script. 

Kanin’s staging leaves too many 
opportunities for overplaying in 
largish onstage groupings. Tom 
Jewett’s set leaves nothing to be 
desired, indicating a readiness to 
be transported anywhere. Don. 


See How Thev Run 


Cragsmoor, N. Y., July 12. 
Cargsmoor Playhouse presents comedy 


by Phillio King. Features Peggy Loft and | 


Robert Wright. Staged by Freeman H»om- 
mond. Setting desiened by Willis Knigh- 
ton. At Cragsmoor (N. Y.) playhouse, July 
10, ’50; at $2.40 top. 


OO” PI Serr ee Flaine Winters 
Miss Skillon ate fy Phoebe Mackay | 
Rev. Lionel Toop..-..... Frank Overton 
His Wife Pe Peggy Loft 
Corp. Clive Winton ...... Robert Wright | 
GatruG@er .......66.0%. Walter Kohler | 


Freemon Hammer’ 
Lathrop Mitchell 


Bishop of Lax 
Rev. Arthur Humphrey 
Szt. Towers... 





Picturesque little Cragsmoor 
Playhouse almost literally shudders 
and quakes under the impact of 











FURNISHED APTS. 
448 W. 55th St, 
3 Rooms Furnished, $130 


Newly Remodelied Building 
Immediate Occupancy 
See Supt. Premises 

















ADVANCE 
PUBLICITY AGENT 


A-1 man er office only to help box- 
office for nationally famous attraction. 
Must travel. 


FARHAS, SChuyler 4-6100 





George Wolf 


the zany goings-on as the Shawan- , 


gunk mountaintop entertainers 
struggle through Philip King’s 
dizzy farce. “See How They Run” 
provides a_ strenuous evening’s 
work for the enterprising Grags- 
moor troupe and consequently even 
the spectators are slightly breath- 
less at the end of the three-act 
sprint. 

The Philip King comedy starts 
off innocently enough with an 
amusing first chukker that deludes 
the audience into expecting a typi- 
eal English drawing room piece. 
But from the opening of the second 
act until the final curtain it is sheer 
madness and mayhem. The play 
seems too synthetic for Broadway. 

The action takes place in the 
hall of the vicarage in Merton- 
Cum-Middlewick, England. Rev. 
Lionel Toop, the vicar, finds rela- 
tions with his parishioners—and 
one in particular—somewhat strain- 
ed as a result of the activities of 
his American former actress wife, 
Penelope. This situation offers 
enough elements in itself for a 
night in the theatre, but obvjously 
it wasn’t enough for the author, 
who also tosses in an escaped Com- 
mie spy—just as if things weren’t 
complicated already. 

Peggy Loft is outstanding in the 
featured role of Penelope Toop 
and Robert Wright turns in a good 
job as Corp. Clive Winton, an 
American soldier with whom she 
had toured in USO shows during 
World War II. Frank Overton 
clicks as the Rev. Toop. Phoebe 
MacKay also scores as Miss Skillon, 
the self-righteous parishioner who 
is kept busy carrying tales to the 
Rev. Toop about the behavior of 
the impulsive Penelope. Medo. 


The Life of the Party 
Westport, Conn., July 12. 


_ Westport Country playhouse presenta- 
tion of David Tutaev production of com- 
edy in three acts (six scenes) by Lawrence 
Langner. Stars John Emery; features 








Louis Hector, Lea Penman. John Bara- | 


grey. Associate producer, Bettina Cerf. 
Settings and lighting, Eldor Eller: cos- 
tumes, Estelle Morrison. At Westport 
Country playhouse, Westport, Conn., July 
12, ’50; $3.60 top. 

Dr. Zemly-Anika 


Roy Johnson 


eo . Sea eeee Charles Mendick 
ay 2 eres Joseph Sweeney 
Avdoya a os ...-Peggy Henry 
Judge Lyapkin-Tyapkin Scott Moore 
|. AAR et ae Louis Hector 
re rere Dwight Marfield 
eer eres Lea Penman 
ear Hazel Dawn, Jr. 
SESS Sam Raskyn 


Dobchinski RE es ne Eugene Ruyman 
Mishka view “ere Frank J. Perry 
First Police Officer Albert Allen 
Second Police Officer 


See area John Emery 
SR ee er John Baragrey 
a Se eee Kent Montroy 
RF re Peer Albert Allen 
| errr rrr rt Kent Montroy 
NR in Sb armtn ade an ucecd Bettina Cerf 


Others: Alvan J. Miller, Robert Whiting, 
Sam Willson, Stephen Sondheim, Eunice 
Hood, Georgette Speivin, Carol Panish, 
Jeanne Swanton, Sandra Swanton. Alvan 
J. Miller, Robert Whiting, Sam Willson, 
Stephen Sondheim, Conard Fowkes, Jr. 


The “Party” of “The Life of the 
Party” is Joe Stalin’s small-town 
model. It’s a good title for a bad 
play, unhappily timed in these 


post-Korea weeks when Soviet Rus- | 


sia can’t easily be taken any way 
but seriously. 

Lawrence Langner'’s satirical 
comedy—he acknowledges his in- 
| debtedness to Gogol’s “Revisor” 
| for most of the plot (filmgoers 
| thought first of the recent WB 
“Inspector-General”)—is drafted in 
broad and frequently heavy strokes. 
Maybe Langner, of the Theatre 
Guild and the Westport Country 
Playhouse, was trying to show up 
| the crude propaganda techniques 
| of Commie party-line playwrights. 
| On both entertainment and preach- 
| ment counts, however, “Life of the 
| Party” fails. 


The ludicrous story exposes the 
holes. in the Soviet System as it 
| pertains to a small town, Kafko, 


fearfully await a Kremlin purge. 
A pair of escaped correction camp 
prisoners, one of them a liberal 
playwright who has seen freedom 
operate in America, is mistaken 
for the Moscow investigators. The 


| twist is that the enlightened dram- | 


'and making love to the town coun- 


cil president's daughter, introduces | 


the principles of life, liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness to Kafko 
and brings a new era. 

The performances are as exag- 
Serated as the play. 


collaborated in writing and pro- 
ducing, is listed as producer). John 
Emery lacks weight as the fugitive 
playwright and fails to impress in 


the moments when he is called to. 


| State the case for democracy. 


The knowing Lea Penman is 
among the few who take the farce 
_in stride as the ex-Czarist wife of 
_ the town council head, a charaeter 








ector. Hazel Dawn, Jr., plays the 


Conard Fowkes, Jr. 4 


where the officials and others who 
have been mismanaging the place | 


atist, when he isn’t getting drunk | 


They have | 
not been helped by the direction | 
(no stager is billed, although David | 

_ Tutaev, a former British director | 

, whom Langner credits as having | 


layed without aplomb by Louis— 


‘zealous party-line daughter more 
‘seriously than any of her comrades. 
| John Baragrey, out of TV, is a 
‘/ handsome fellow escapee. Scott 
Moore as a police judge, Sam Ras- 
kyn and Eugene Ruyman as collec- 
tive farmers, and Bettina Cerf (also 
associate producer) as the repre- 
sentative of Kafko’s longhair ele- 
ment, make impressions. 

Eldon Elder’s best setting is the 
interior of the town president’s 
house. £lem. 


And Never Been Kissed 


Westboro, Mass., July 16. 

Robert T. Daggett production of com- 
edy in three acts by Aurand Harris, from 
novel by Sylvia Dee. Staged by Bruce 
Brighton; costumes, Irving Storey, Jr. At 
Robert T. Daggett Playhouse, Westboro, 
Mass., July 11, 50; at $1.80 top. 
Millie Myers . Lilyan Wilder 
Flory Patterson........ Laura Lee 
Gilmore Picker........ Terry Johnson 
Mrs. Patterson........ Margaret Sheehan 
Mr. Peabody Bruce Brighton 
Mary Patterson ..Renee Michelson 
Charlie McCulley ..Peter Bradley 
Zetty Ferguson ......... .. Janice Brown 
Douglas Shaeffer......... Dale Engle 
Christine Roberts....... Suzanne Cole 
Gertrude Mason....... Dawn Washburn 
Phillip Peabody......... John Carrollton 


The first tryout of the Robert T. 
Daggett playhouse on the Boston- 
Worcester turnpike was “And 
Never Been Kissed,” which Aurand 
Harris dramatized from the novel 
of Sylvia Dee, who is also a song 
lyricist. 

It is a mild little comedy appar- 
ently more suited to sehool groups 
than the professional theatre. The 
laughs are too gentle and infre- 
quent and the subject matter too 
juvenile to warrant serious consid- 
eration from the pros. 

Principal characters, played by 
Laura Lee and Lilyan Wilder, are 
early-teen girls suffering the first 
love pangs. Miss Lee has a new 
crush each month, thus the acts are 
described as: The Month of Charlie, 
the Month of Douglas, and the 
Month of Phillip. Peter Bradley, 
Dale Engle and John Carrollton 
play the boy friends. 

Bruce Brighton, who directed, 
also portrays the middle-aged 
wooer of Miss Lee’s mother. Lee. 


His French Wife 
Matunuck, R. I., July 17. 


Al Jones presentation of Theatre-by-the- 
Sea production of new comedy_in three 
acts (four scenes), adapted from Henri 
Becque’s ‘‘La Parisienne,” by Charles 
Deane, in association with Richard Dis- 


cher. Stars Edward Everett Horton, Vicki | 


Cummings. Staged by Howard Magwood; 
setting, Danny Johnson. At Theatre-by- 
the-Sea, Matunuck, R. I. July 17, °50; at 
$3.60 top. 

Clotilde Dumas.. 
Adolph Dumas... 


.... Vicki Cummings 
Edward Everett Horton 


EEE 345%. 8008000 Matthew Smith 
D.. c ob t's 6x-dce ace Robert Cunningham 
DE. «¢sb van 08 0dw SS ....-Patricia Huber 
PE Pree Cre er Harry Kadison 
ae ree ree Virginia Sale 





Shakespeare may have said “the 
play’s the thing,” but here is an 
instance where the players man- 
aged to give a fairly entertaining 
evening’s performance despite an 
overly ambitious script. Here, too, 
| was a switch, with Edward Everett 
Horton, though top-billed, playing 
nothing more than a supporting role 
as the ineffectual but delightful 
husband of Vicki Cummings, also 
getting a greater share of the lines 
is the jealous-ridden, adolescently- 
inclined lover (Matthew Smith). It 
| hardly seems likely that the vehicle 
will ever replace “Springtime for 
Henry” in Horton’s repertoire. 

As the flirtatious tease, Miss 
'Cummings lends graceful eye-ap- 
peal and handles the lines skill- 
fully. As the ever-present lover, 
Matthew Smith is insistingly jeal- 
ous and provides laughter. The 
script also manages some slapstick 


when the police (Harry Kadison) | 


investigate the disappearance of 
Dumas’, senatorially-pompous uncle 
in a too-heavy second act. Horton, 
who is suspected, is here hidden 
for a time in the garb of a woman 
'and manages to hoke it comically. 


Tightening of lines, cutting of | 


second act, to_help build up a very 
short last act, may help the piece 
move a little faster. Malo. 





| Open Season 


| Duxbury, Mass., July 15. 
| Duxbury Playhouse presentation 

| musical comedy in two acts by Alvah and 
| Alison Sulloway. Staged by Al Moritz: 
scenery, Kendall Ware; dances, Joe Bill 


| Hogan; pianists, Baxter Moore, John 
Holden. At Duxbury (Mass.) playhouse, 
| July 11, °50. 

Stanley Webber........... Judd Mathison 


| George Rodney 


bcavukaaeer Travis Childs 
Elmer Wren 


Svieebuaas John Blaisdell 


| Mrs. Withington ..... Virginia Donaldson 
Cornelia Bostwick........ Ruth Coffin 
ES errr ree Leonard Roller 


Tom eb eee aesicncadetes Howard Atlee 
Bill Rodney .. ‘ .. Patrick Welch 
| Oliver Nicnols Biddle IV....J. W. Adams 
Babs.:.. - rire. ls 
Charles T. Winton..... Richard Foorman 
Betsy Winton Kathleen Kerr 
Maid . ...Mary Elaine Palmer 
Se MO. 6.6 6:46 640-4 30 6 Susan Walker 
Les Woodward.. R Ken Brooks 





| Moderator....... ..+. Kendall Ware | 
ret reer y Donald Lussier | 
to ere errr .. Bob Hale 
| Mrs. Rodney ......... Mary Ann Stout 
| _ Dancers. Singers: Elizabeth Caldwell, 


| Joanne Platt, Ruth Ullman, Mary Ann 
Stout, Rowena Whitehouse, Anita Winsor, 
Anne Barker, Elliot Feder, Stephen Pluta, 
Joe Bill Hogan, Bill Pope, Ellen Field, 
Judy Wirt, Pat MacDonald, Sally Glaven, 
Leonard Roller, Bill Lewis, Douglas Leon- 
ard, Bob Hale, Bernard Weiner, Mike 
Craine, Gene Tolfree. 





Why this strawhatter should at- 


tempt a musical production with a,'51 season. 


cast totally lacking in singing abil- 
‘ity is a mystery, especially a show 
with as many solo spots as this. 
With practically every other line a 
song cue, it would seem practical, 
from the audience standpoint, to 
‘have principals with voices less 
reminiscent of a local Rotary Club 
annual minstrel show. As a matter 
of fact, they would undoubtedly 
inject more enthusiasm and cer- 
tainly more humor into the dull 
proceedings. 

As for the book, it concerns it- 
self with a hassle between the 
‘townspeople of a Maine resort town 
and a wealthy summer resident 
who refuses the natives use of a 
lane leading to the beach over his 
property. Lacking punch and @e- 
void of humor, the interminable 
first act drags through 10 scenes, 
each one introducing at least two 
songs, some of which under more 
favorable circumstances might be 
be fairly tuneful. 

There is little doubt that the 
“Open Season” will be a short one. 


Play Abroad 


Aee of Clubs 
London, July 10. 


Tom Arnold production of musical in 
two acts by Noel Coward. Directed by 

















Coward. At Cambridge, London, July 7, 
Pinke Leroy... .ccccscccces: Pat Kirkwood 
Barry FIOSTDY. ccccseccsere: Graham Payn 
Rita MarbUry..ccceccces:- Sylvia Cecil | 
Benny LucaS......ccse+:: Raymond Young 
Felix Felton...... errr eee Myles Eason 
Baby Belgrave......... ; Jean Carson 
| Joseph Snyder........ Elwyn Brook-Jones 
Inspector Warrilove....... Jack Lambert 

The expected Noel Coward 


touch of slick sophistication and 


acid humor is missing from his 
new all-British musical, but his 
name continues a potent boxof- 


Using a Soho nightclub 
as his background and with a 
cliche-ridden plot, adequate 
enough as a peg for the show, he 
_has written and directed a produc- 
‘tion which ranges from brilliance 
'to mediocrity, and which has only 
moments: of sharp wit to offset the 
long sentimental passages. 

The resultant production is, 
therefore, an odd mixture. There’s 
no lack of tuneful, scintillating 
numbers. Two or three at least, 
from the show’s 17, soon may be 
popular hits. But the best num- 
bers have nothing at all to do with 
the plot. “The Three Juvenile 
Delinquents,” who make their ap- 
pearance in both acts, would be 
superb in revue. Here they are 
used as 
and their numbers, in true Coward 
vein, are sure show-stoppers. 

The night club setting is artfully 
used, although the method is rem- 
iniscent of the technique employed 
in “Broadway.” The chorus is 
more than mere dancing girls and 
plays an active part in the story 
which concentrates on the romance 
between the night club singer (Pat 
Kirkwood) and a sailor (Graham 
Payn), who accidentally get mixed 
up in a plot to seize missing 
emeralds. 

With the aid of a partly revolv- 
ing stage, quick scene changes are 
effected between the nightclub and 
the back office where the crooks 
operate. It’s an adroitly used ex- 
pedient to maintain the pace, and 


fice lure. 


will doubtless intrigue many of the | 


out-of-towners who see the show. 


The Coward score is mainly in 
a sweet, sentimental key. There 
are, however, two or three excep- 
tions, particularly two of Miss 


Kirkwood’s numbers, “Josephine” | 


and “Chase Me, Charlie,” which 


have a vivacity quite distinct from | 


the general run of the romantic 
tunes. Dancing plays only a small 
part, but two of Graham Payn’s 


numbers are accompanied by pleas- | 
|ing routines arranged by Freddie | 


| Carpenter. 


Within the limitations of their | 


| material, the two principals hold 
| the audience effectively. Pleasin 


- g 
of voices and an easy confident man- 


ner make them ideal romantic 
leads. Sylvia Cecil, playing the 
| night club operator, twice stopped 


|the show with her fine soprano’ 


‘singing. Elwyn Brook-Jones is 
clever as the tough crook and Ray- 
/mond Young does well as his un- 
‘happy accomplice. Jack Lambert 
_is a sympathetic police officer. 

| Coward’s direction is smooth, 
and is handicapped only by the 
/ quality of his own material. Myro. 


WINS $500 PLAY AWARD 


New Haven, July 18. 
Nicholas E. Baehr, second-year 
playwriting student at Yale drama 








$500 Blevins Davis 
| prize for 1949-50 for the best origi- 


‘nal script written in the depart-| 


| ment during the past year. 
| _His play, titled “The Great Ex-| 
_citement,” will be the department’s | 
first major production for the '50- | 


front-of-the-curtain acts, | 


department, has been awarded the | Since the Civic Players purchased 
Playwriting | 





lciated with the Players. 








+ 


Eve Arden 


Continued from page 50 


Louis Verneuil comedy, “Affairs 
of State,” which had been sched- 
uled for Aug. 14, the management 
has filled the date with “Miss 
Mabel,” R. C. Sherriff play stai- 
ring Lillian Gish. Although she 
has long been a resident of the 
Connecticut countryside, the ac- 
tress has never before played 
Westport. 

New $4,000 air-conditioning sys- 
tem will be turned on at the Play- 
house this week. 








‘Born’ Better, A. C. 
Atlantic City, July 18. 
“Born Yesterday,” Garson Ka- 
nin comedy at the playhouse on the 
Million Dollar Pier, will be held 
over for a second week. With Mar- 
gie Hart starred, spot has been do- 
ing better than expected business, 
and an extra performance was 
given Saturday afternoon (15). 
Meanwhile, reviewers from the 
local dailies are burned at the 
Playhouse management for putting 
|them in the rear of the house. 
Critic for evening paper walked 
out, declaring that he never cov- 
ered any show from rear locations 
and didn’t intend to start now. 


‘Soldier’ $11,800, Hyannis 
Hyannis, Mass., July 18. 

The gross jumped to $11,800 for 
the second week of “Chocolate 
Soldier,” ending Sunday night (6) 
at Richard Aldrich’s Cape Cod 
Music Circus here. “Rio Rita” 
opens the tent spot’s third week to- 
night (Tues.). 

Maurice Evans in ‘“Devil’s Dis- 
ciple’”’ played to capacity last week 
at the Cape playhouse, Dennis, 
Mass., but Lillian Gish did only 
fair business in “Miss Mabel” at 
Aldrich’s other strawhat, the Fal- 
mouth playhouse, at Coonamesset, 
Mass, 


Convert Ohio Pic House 
Yellow Srings, O., July 18. 
The Yellow Springs Area theatre 
is offering five plays, each to be 
given over two weekends for a 10- 
week season instead of weekend 
films, at the Little theatre, local 
filmery. 
First offering, for July 7-9 and 
14-16, was “Room Service.” 


Sturbridge, Mass., Reopens 
Sturbridge, Mass., July 18. 
Town Hall theatre got its third 
season under way here last week 
with “Life With Father.” New co- 
directors are William Martin and 
Howard Orms. 


Players back from last season 
include Cathy Martin, Jack Perry, 
George Gordon and Elaine Bullis. 
New faces are Suzanne Young, 
Felicity Robinson, Peter Buchan, 
James Asp, Aubrey Moore and 
Doris Payne. 

Company already has sliced price 
of half of the seats from $1.65 to 





Ist Straw in Bradford. Pa. 


Buffalo, July 18. 

Shea’s theatre, Bradford, Pa., is 
Offering that city’s first summer 
stock. Programs are being adver- 
_tised in the Buffalo dailies. Open- 
ing bill, “On Borrowed Time,” 
features Guy Kibbee, with a cast 
including Joseph Fallon, Beth 
Varden, Helene Heigh, Bill Shan- 
non, Jim Parisi, Mark Eliot, David 
| Perkins, Jan Landreth and Charles 
Peters. 

Ella Gerber, last year at the Fair 
Haven (Mass.) summer spot, is di- 
rector, 





Show ‘Em How It’s Done 


; Buffalo, July 18. 

Difficulty in making six scene 
changes during the three acts of 
“Three Men On A Horse,” last 
| week at the strawhat Grand Island 
| Players barn, impelled the manage- 
/ment to inaugurate an innovation 
on the final nights of the run. 

Instead of blacking out for the 
changes, footlights were left on and 
,entire company participated in 
making the changes in full view 
of the audience. 





Little Theatre Renovates 
Schenectady, July 18. 
The Schenectady Civic Players, 
| local Little Theatre group, has 
/awarded a $17,500 contract for 
| renovations and repairs of the 
Civic Playhouse on South Church 
street. Contract represents the 
first major program of the kind 


ithe building in 1929 and trans- 
formed it from a Masonic lodge 
|Sstructure into a theatre. 

The refurbishing work is ex- 
pected to be completed before the 
Civic Players open their 23d sea- 
son in September. Local radio 
and television people are ass0o- 
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ARIETY 


LITERATI 53 
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Literati 





Woodford Charges Suppression 

Jack Woodford, author of Dou- 
bleday’s “Writing and _ Selling,” 
plus 52 novels and many magazine 


pieces, is burning because his lat- | 


est tome, “The Loud Literary 
Lamas of New York,” is allegedly 
being suppressed by the editors, 
ublishers and reviewers it blasts. 
Book argues that publishers are 
unnecessary in the writer-to-read- 
er relationship and that authors 
should publish their own works if 
they want to get a fair share for 
their creative output. 

Woodford claims the “Lamas” 
are frightening booksellers from 
vending the book and that N. Y. 
stores won’t even take orders for 
it. He adds that one of his own 
publishers won’t sell it in its own 
outlets and that American News 
Co., which sells hundreds of his 
other tomes, won't handle the con- 
troversial volume which Vantage 
Press published. 





Men's Mag Fight Waxes 


Battle among the men’s 
zines continues, with Esquire next 


month promising a 800,000 circula- | 


tion rate for advertisers against 
the former 750.000. Countering is 
True, which will deliver a 1.500.000 


circulation the first of 1951" ac- 
cording to Fawcett toppers. 
Magazine now lists 1,250,000 


subscribers and newsstand sales. 
Unkindest Barb 
Prof. Robert Gessner. head of 
the New York U. film department, 
has charged 20th-Fox’'s 


\rrow” with infringing on 
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SOUTH PACIFIC 


By OSCAR HAMMERSTEIN II, 
RICHARD RODGERS, 
ond JOSHUA LOGAN. $2.50 





THE WISTERIA 
TREES 


By JOSHUA LOGAN. $2.50 





COME BACK, 
LITTLE SHEBA 


By WILLIAM INGE. $2.50 





THE 


HAPPY TIME 


By SAMUEL TAYLOR. $2.50 


DETECTIVE 
STORY 


By SIDNEY KINGSLEY. $2.50 








THE 


ENCHANTED 


By JEAN GIRAUDOUX. $2.50 


a 





AT ALL BOOKSTORES, RANDOM HOUSE, N.Y. 


maga- | 


“Broken 
his 


| Meyer 


' 





, novel of that title, which Rinehart 
| published in 1932 and which is also 
|about Indians. Studio answered 
that the titular simularity is mere- 
ly a coincidence, inasmuch as the 
pic is based on Elliot Arnold’s 
-“Blood Brother,” and that Gess- 
ner’s book is out of print. 


' By an ironic twist, /Gessner. 
who's now on his Suffern, N. Y., 
farm, working on a novel about 
_Israel, “The Promised Land,” for 
Scribners, has been asked by the 
Saturday Review of Literature to 
do a critique of “Broken Arrow”’— 
the 20th-Fox pic, not the novel. 





Shepherd Mead's ‘Tessie’ 


Television is given a _ satirical 
going-over in “Tessie,” novel by 


Shepherd Mead which Doubleday 
has added to its winter list. Cen- 
tral character is a collie which 
becomes a video star. 

Mead, radio-teevee copy chief at 
Benton & Bowles ad agency, wrote 
““Magnificent MacInnes,” satire on 
;pollsters. which Farrar, Straus 
|; published last year. 





Jesse James Biog 
Carl K. Hittleman, producer of 
Lippert’s “I Shot Jesse James” 
and “Return of Jesse James” has 
finished the first draft of a biog 
of the outlaw, tagged “Life anc 


Death of Jesse James.” Duell, 
Sloan and Pearce will publish. 
Tome includes documentary 


| proot of Jesse James’ demise and 


exposes all present-day claimants 
to the dubious honor as frauds. 


Levin's ‘Search’ 

Once in a great while a guy who 
catches pictures tries pitching and 
sometimes he writes a book about 
his experiences and the book out- 
lives the picture-work. Mickey 


i (“The Red Shoes”) Powell did this 


in “200,000 Feet on Foula.”’ and 
(‘My  Father’s fouse’’) 
Levin has done it in “In Search” 
(Horizon Press). 

Levin, who used to catch pix 
around Chi, notably for Esquire, 
tells the story of a modern wander- 
ing Jew before he is through. It’s 


a brave beautiful biography of 542 


pages. It would be easy to Say, 
“not for pictures,” but the chances 
are that if someone doesn’t beat 
Levin to making a stab at it, he 
will himself. There’s enough rich 
material for several pictures in “In 
Search.” Scul. 





New Mex English Daily 


Another English-language daily 
has started in Mexico City. It’s 
The News, a 24-page tab, pub- 
lished by Novedades, prominent 
Spanish-language _ daily. James 
'Arnold is editor-business mana- 
ger, and George W. Aver, m.e: 


The News-has all Novedades wire 
services — AP and INS — comics 
and other features. 

Newcomer makes three English- 
language papers in Mexico Citq, 
which has an estimated 50,000 
English-speaking population, plus 
the tourists. Others are the Mex- 
ico City Herald. dail-, started in 
1945, and the Mexics City Post, 
weekly, begun in 1931. 





CHATTER 


Lester Markel, Sunday editor of 
the N. Y. Times, back from a 
European vacation. 

Joe McCarthy in Hollywood to 
do a yarn about Paul Douglas for 
Life mag and one on Clifton Webb 
for Cosmopolitan. 


| August issue of House Beautiful 


is devoted to the house musical, 
with heavy emphasis on radio, tele- 
vision, records, pianos, sheet mu- 
sic, ete. 

WOR sportscaster Stan Lomax 
collaborated with author Dave 
Stanley in editing “A Treasury of 
Baseball Humor,” published this 
week by Lantern Press. 

Gloria Swanson profiled by Stan- 
ley Frank in a two-part Sateve- 
post article under title, “Grandma 
Gloria Swanson Comes Back,” in 
July 22-29 issues. 

Fred R. Sammis. editorial direc- 
tor of Photoplay mag. named 
chairman of the motion picture di- 
vision of the 1950 Sister Kenny 
Foundation drive. 

Herman G. Weinberg, film pub- 
licist and title translator, named 
motion picture editor of Liberty 
mag which debuts as a new month- 
ly publication next September. 

Walter Howey. publisher of the 
American Weekly; Frances Har- 
rington, women’s editor of the 
Philadelphia Bulletin 
erine Mott ‘Cynthia Cabot), Phila- 
delphia Inquirer fashion editor, 
off to Europe last week on the Lle 
de France. 

Metro homeoffice publicity staffer 
| Bill Ornstein has two yarns listed 
lin the “Distinctive Stories” cate- 
‘gory of the new “American Best 


and Kath-' 


| Short Stories,” giving him honor- | 
‘able mention in the annual com- | 
pilation for the second successive | 


year. 

Dr. Clarence C. Stoughton. 
president of Wittenberg College. 
Springfield, O., succeeds Leslie J. 
Lyons, Kansas City, as president 
of the new Protestant Publishing 
Co. 
publication of the Protestant 
World on a national basis about 
November. 








War Changes 


Lams Continued from page 1 











ing so badly since the end of World 
War II that of the houses 
given to showing them exclusively 
had switched over to feature pic- 


most 


tures, again have suddenly sprung. 


into their own. Public interest in 
the Korean war has been reflected 
in a sharp upturn in grosses that 
may be mild compared to the b.o. 
in prospect should the Far East 
battles turn into a world-wide con- 


flict. (Story in Pictures.) 
For the vaudevillians who've 
found a new livelihood on tele, 


total mobilization will again mean 


the USO shows of the last war. 
Plans are already being made to 


speed up fund drives originally 
slated for October for service 
shows. (See story in Vaudeville.) 


With the economic potentials so 
significant for every angle of the 
entertainment industry —not to 
mention the personal side of the 
horrors of a new war—it is no sur- 
prise that all of show biz is wait- 
ing with interest President Tru- 
man’s talks to Congress aud the 
nation today (Wed). The economic 
and personal future of everyone in 


the entertainment field may well 
hang on his words. 
Relationships of the various 


facets of the business which had 
been taken as inevitable just a 
month ago (‘such as films to tele 
and tele to AM) have now assumed 
an entirely different hue. 
Gasoline and tire. rationing, end 
of installment buying, absence of 
automobiles, refrigerators and 
other expensive budgetary. items, 
a shutdown on television set manu- 
facturing. curtailment of sports 
events and dozens of other quick 
effects of total war, would redound 


with tremendous power on the 
b.o. 
Millions of people who were 


patronizing theatres five years ago 
because there was nothing else to 
do or nowhere else to spend their 
coin would again be driven into 
local houses. The extreme selec- 
tivity which many patrons are now 
exercising in choice of their film 
fare would by necessity, if nothing 
else, be eliminated. 


Sheer boredom, both on_ the 
hometront and overseas, is enough 
to pack theatres, the experience ot 
the last war proved. At home, it’s 


the wives and gals of the boys over - 


there looking for a way to pass a 
few hours. Overseas, it’s anything 
to relieve the ennui which is the 
lot of most soldiers most of the 


time. ‘ 


Ease TV Headache 

War. certainly, would also have 
the effect of alleviating at least 
temporarily the industry’s No. 1 
headache-—_television. Set makers 
would undoubtedly be turned to 
manufacture of radar and the other 
myriad electronic devices of modern 
warfare. Mushroom growth of the 
TV industry during the past three 


years would be checked, giving. 


films another breather. 


Opinion of Wall Street on the 
subject has been all too clear in 
recent weeks. The tele stocks, 
which had been skyrocketing, have 
been the loss leaders since the 
North Korean invasion. On the 
other hand, film shares have shown 
up as “war babies” and indicated 
good strength while the rest of the 
market was skidding. The market 
changes, however, are mercurial 
with each day’s shifting war news. 

Expanded Economy 


Film industry execs cannot over- 
look the fact that there is no point 
at the moment in going on plan- 
ning for a contracted film economy 
while the prospects may well be 
for an expanding one. There is no 
use acting on the supposition, for 
instance, that more theatres are 
going to close, plaving time is going 
to be shorter, drive-ins will be 
getting increasing business, or in 
figuring on a flock of other present- 
day conceptions that won't be com- 
ing true if the Government steps 


,up the war economy. 


Company expects to begin | 


de A i ee i i Ot Oe 


i SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK } 
: By Frank Scully at 


Arrowhead Springs, July 14. 

Some of the sharpest shooting is being done these days, not by tail- 
gunners or Winchester 73s or Colt 45s, but with bows and arrows. 

Partisans of Jimmy Stewart, John Derek and Burt Lancaster may rise 
to remark that it’s about time their skill was recognized, but I wasn't 
thinking of these Robin Hoods, j.g., particularly. I was thinking of 
Howard Hill, the sharpest shooter of them all and, even so, hardly 
known outside his field. 

Hill is making a picture in darkest Africa and for the first time in 
the history of the world is felling elephants with bow and arrow. The 
first one got away, but two others were dropped in their tracks, their 
hides penetrated to a depth of 27 inches. 

This Hill, a mountain of a man, with a sheaf of curley black hair 
and as handsome as an Olympic ideal, has been the holder for years of 
all sorts of archery records. 

Then, about a year ago, life benhogganed him and it looked as if his 
career were finished. He was hunting rabbits in a jeep just to keep in 
trim. Guy Madison was driving. The jeep hit a chuck hole and tossed all 
this high-priced flesh among the cacti of the Mojave Desert. They were 
nearly killed. 











Hill’s First Break 

if all Hill needed was one good break, he sure got it. For six months 
he limped and gimped around, using every form of physical therapy to 
get well in time to go to Africa with his cameras and crew as planned. 
It didn’t look as if he ever would get back into the shape he enjoyed 
before he began entrusting his Nfe to an actor. 

Against the advice of physicians, he hobbled aboard ship and left 
America to be the first man to kill an African elephant with a bow and 
arrow. I dined with him several times before he left Hollywood with 
his sheaf of medieval weapons. Not one too impressed with daredevils, 
I nevertheless thought this was the bravest madman of them all. I 
whispered to one of his crew, “bring ’im back alive.” 

Then when I heard that in Africa he had been pitched from a jeep 
for a second time, this time fracturing an arm, I thought he would settle 
for two wound stripes and return to his San Fernando ranch, It seemed 
about time for him to stop being romantic in an age of flame-throwers, 
bazookas, tanks, bacterial warfare, atomic fission. and, coming up, hy- 
drogen bombs. But I see now I didn’t know my man any more than 
the elephants knew him. The Republicans should either buy this guy 
out or sell out to him. 

Two Breaks Are Better Than One 

He convalesced on piercing small game with his arm in a cast and 
after six weeks began limbering it for big game. He knocked out a 
crocodile and then went after Mr. Big. With color cameras to worry 
about. which naturally complicated his stalking, he really had a time of 
it. But in the end he topped Ben Hogan among the men who came 
back and turned in a birdie that was really a beauty. 

I know. of course, how elephants are usually brought to earth in pic- 
tures. Remember, I hold gold badge No. 1 of the Hollywood Humane 
Society with powers equal to the state highway patrol when it comes 
to animals and children. I know how apples are shot off heads in pix, 
too. But Hill’s shooting isn’t synthetic, simulated or phoney in the 
least. His is as authentic as William Tell’s. * 

Unlike Longfellow’s character, who shot an arrow into the air which 
fell to earth he knew not where, Hill knows where his arrows go every 
time. They are handmade and expensive. In fact, they are so valuable 
to him that he retrieves them. He extracts them from the dead quarry 
and resharpens them if necessary. The edges are so sharp you could 
shave with them. They have to be to penetrate through an elephant's 
hide and pierce his heart. 

This isn’t the sort of thrift that goes into a western these days, like, 
for instance, “The Gunfighter,.”’ where the overhead of Gregory Peck, 
Nunnally Johnson and Henry King cut so deeply into the budget that 
there was hardly a dollar left for a horse or a bullet. Hill had no such 
overhead, but, even so. he couldn't afford to throw arrows around like 
a drunken Iroquois. 

We have 4,000,000 Archers? 

Incidentally, American Indians were pretty good shots, considering 
the limitations of their equipment. Today, they are far behind the 
best white archers. In fact, among modern redmen the Seminoles are 
the best at close-range shooting, and not far behind whites in this 
specialty. 

Handicapped by a short unsteady bow and bad release, Indians were, 
according to Hill, extremely skillful, especially on horseback. They 
couldn't hold a match, however, to modern archers. Today 4,000,000 
archers hunt with bow and arrow or compete at target archery. They 
are usually given a head start of about 10 days over those who hunt 
with a gun, because bow and arrow boys do most of their hunting by 
stalking their prey, and once the woods get filled up with gunfire it’s 
hard to sneak up on the game. About one deer to every 100 archers 
is a sedson’s average, as against 80 deer to every 100 gun-toters. 

Funny, though people think of this country as overrun by Indians 
and their bows and arrows in pre-Revolutionary days, this is about the 
only country that was not conquered by that weapon. Archery is 
between 12,000 and 30,000 years old and Babylonians, Jews, Persians, 
Greeks, Romans, Goths. Vandals, Huns and Saxons all used bows and 
arrows to conquer and were in turn conquered by superior archers. 

In fact, after William the Conqueror stopped plunging arrows into 
the Saxon breasts, after the Battle of Hastings, he did a rather odd 
thing. He taught the defeated natives how to shoot with Norman in- 
struments. It would be as if today people went around sharing the 
atomic bomb secrets with those they conquered. As a result of Wil- 
liam’s vision, the English long bowmen became the best in the world. 


‘They invented a new type of pull which was called the three-fingered 


draw. It gave them more accuracy and allowed them to shoot heavier 
weapons. They even invented an arrow that could penetrate heavy 
armor. The point was several inches long and resembled a modern 
French bayonet. 

The secret of success, Hill says, is to think and move like an animal. 
The American Indians were the best stalkers that ever lived. They 
had perfect coordination, just like the animals they were stalking. Onlv 
cats and tigers could walk more softly. Animals feel the slightest 
tremor of the earth and if a stalker moves along at an even pace they 
know there's something alien around the place. So the trick is to stop 
and listen, and move on only when you sense the animal has relaxed. 

Animal Kingdom Puts Its Foot Down 

Hill once stalked a big sheep ram to within 50 feet and shot him by 
using another hunter to act as a decoy and to split the ram’s attention. 
But usually, he says. the best results are obtained by hunting on your 
own. Animals give hoof signals when alarmed. They do this by stamp- 
ing their front hooves. Although animals of different species cannot 
imitate each other’s warning signals, they recognize them. 

Hill has been hunting with bow and arrow since he was four vears 
old. Like all kids, he got one for a present. But unlike the rest, 
when his broke he didn’t throw it in a corner and look for some other 
toy to wreck. He asked his father for another one. His father told him 
to make one himself. So he made his first bow at the age of five. It 
took him six weeks to season a hickery bow. From that day to this he 
has always made his own bows. It takes him 350 hours to complete one. 

He had. to make longer heads to penetrate big game. The one that 
brought down the first elephant was nine inches long, three times the 
average head. Pigmies, of course, have killed big game but they did 
it with poisoned arrows, from which the elephants died some time 
after being shot. But Hill brought his down and killed him within 
,seconds. Jt should be a great picture when he comes home with it. 
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Broadway 


Negro Actors Guild sponsoring 
a boat ride and outing Aug. 14. 

Gene (Colony) Cavallero’s 
daughter joined Ben Sonnenberg's 
flackery. 

Sardi’s, show biz eatery, shutter- 
ing July 24 for two weeks for 
alterations. 

Georgie Price’s autobiog. “What 


Price Georgie?” in final chapters | 


of its authoring. 

Walter Pidgeon enroute 
Bulldog Drummond.” 

Lee Shubert due 
Queen Elizabeth tomorrow (Thurs.) 
from a European junket. 

Raymond Duncan, brother of the 
late Isadora Duncan, in from Eu- 
rope yesterday (Tues.) on the 
Caronia. 

Donald Flamm, former operator 
of station WMCA and now a legit 
phot on back from a five-week 

ondon visit. ; 

John Ringling North, circus 1m- 
presario, and cartoonist Al Capp 
sailed for Europe last week on the 


Tle de France. 
Professional Children’s School 


mulling a TV package, a la AGVA, | 
the Lambs, etc., with scholarships | 


to the winners. 
Fred and Ella Bradna 


Humphrey Doulens at their Sara- 
sota (Fla.) home. 

Robext H. Chase, formerly a film 
publicist for Western’ Electric, 
joined Murphy-Lillis, Inc., 
producers, as assistant to prexy. 

Frank Sinatra, after clicking at 
the Palladium, London, 
Toots Shor after the first show to 


tell him that he made the grade. | 
returned to New} 


Sam _ Siritzky 
York from Paris last week and 
then headed for the Coast to ink 


Charles Boyer for a pic in France. | 
Jack Goldstein now public rela- | 


tions counsellor for Eddie Cantor; 
left Hal Horne to concentrate solo 
on the comedian’s general activi- 


ties. | 
Indie publicist Ted Loeff’s first | 


trip east from Hollywood in eight 
years. Headquartering at Eagle 
ion; among his clients are N. 
Peter Rathvon. 


Metro homeoffice publicity staf- | 


fer Mitchell Rawson broke his leg 
over the weekend in a fall at his 
home and is recuperating at St. 
Vincent’s hospital. 

Joan Blondell auctioning her 
26-acre Irvington-on-the-Hudson 
estate July 29. Originally owned 
by jeweler Tiffany, property is 
assessed at $150,000. 

Beatrice Lillie’s advent into the 
Plaza’s Persian Room is not her 
nitery debut, as erratumed last 
week; she’s been in Gotham bis- 
tros in the 1920s and thereafter. 

Nina Foch planed to Coast Mon- 


to | 
Britain to star in Metro's “Calling | 


(Ring- | 
lings) hosted concert manager | 


film | 


phoned | 


week at Cape Piayhouse. Luise 
Rainer does “Lady From the Sea” 
at same house, starting July 24. 

Opening night of “Chocolate Sol- 
dier’” was a sellout at Cape Cod 
Music Circus. Advance sale is be- 
yond expectations of managing di- 
rector Richard Aldrich and associ- 
ate producer Julius Fleischmann. 

“Bobby” Jarvis back to Lambert- 
ville, N. J., for Terrell’s Music Cir- 
cus after directing “The New 
Moon,” 
“Rio Rita” at Hyannis for last three 
weeks. Glenn Jordan moved from 
Terrell Circus to Cape Cod tent 
Monday (July 17). 





in on the) 


Paris 
By Maxime de Beix 
(33 Blvd. Montparnasse) 
Jack Benny in town. 
Arthur Laurents at Carroll's. 
Cliff Fischer and Eddie Lewis to 
London for weekend. 
Orson Welles interested in the 
Tour de France bike race. 
| Robin Fox, London solicitor, in 
Paris with MCA’s Larry Evans. 
Bob Tausig showing Paris to 
Milton Shubert and Ezra Stone. 
Muriel Campbell scouting Lon- 


fore going to Italy. 

John Wildberg here from London 
to get Borrah Minevitch to loan 
him writer John Paxton for a Cor- 
nel Wilde script. 

Constance Hope and Dr. Milton 
Berlin to Coq Hardy with Hilde- 
garde and Anna Sosenko, but not 
before MCA’s Dave Stein and Lar- 
ry Evans stalked them on arrival 
from London, with offers for Rivi- 
era bookings. 

Thirsty opera-goers who, 
the show, care to pay 480 francs 
($1.35) for a shot of whisky can 
try the restaurant of the Cafe de 
la Paix. That’s what the check 
says. If tourists complain to the 
Tourist Office, latter shrug their 
| shoulders and forget it, too. 


Iviera 
By Margaret Gardner 
| Lee Shuberts back to Paris. 


la Cote d’Azur, off to Montreal for 
/a concert. 


| «Irving Netchers (Rose Dolly), 
|tired of Cannes’ casinos and sun, 
| off to Deauville. 


j 
| 


|. H. W. Holzer in Cannes, prepar- 
|ing a series of TV shorts of the 
| Riviera for U. S. 


{ 
| 





“Chocolate Soldier’ and Peerage. 





London 


David E. Griffiths reelected 
prexy of Kinematograph Renters 
Society. 

David Niven’s first novel, 


“Round the Rugged Rocks,” set for 
N. Y. publication next spring. 
Tom O’Brien, general secretary 
of National Assn. of Theatrical and 
Kine Employees, tipped for a 


Lupino Lane’s efforts to reopen 
the Gaiety failed, and building has 
been sold to the Indian government 
as an office block. 

Publicity for current production 
of “Taming of Shrew” at Open Air 
theatre says play is not adaptation 
of “Kiss Me Kate.” 





| 
| 


show, “Black and White 1950,” at 
the Talia. 

Carmen Carbonell and Antonio 
Vico in “Militares y  Paisanos,” 
comedy by Emilio Mario, at Eslava 
theatre, Valencia. 

Font del Lleo nitery near here 
opened its doors under Ritz man- 
agement after being closed since 
1936. Bill includes Laura, Remi 
Martel with Carmen, Louise and 


Dunbar. 
Berlin 


ECA funds to double the size of 
Funkturm exhibition hall. 
Pianist Grant Johannesen 





town for concert at Amerika Haus. | 





| 
} 


in way for film assignments. 


Hollywood 


: Burt Lancaster left on 13-city 
our. 

Monte Hale booked for Oregon 
State Fair. 

Jean Hersholt celebrated his 
64th birthday. 

Gracie Allen and George Burns 
in from Houston. 

Paul Henreid returned from 
Vienna and Paris. 

Mel Torme in from San Fran- 
cisco for nitery work. 

Sally Bliss changed her film 


| name to Carla Balenga. 


Gene Lockhart in from Broad- 


Adele Mara to San Francisco for 


Start-Film in production on a|preem of “Rock Island Trail.” 


Highest bid for the Winter Gar- musical-cultural pic featuring Wil- 


den when offered for sale by 


| auction was $390,000; offer not ac- 


| privately. 
“#lways Afternoon,” currently 
playing the nabe Embassy, 


don and Paris for TV material be-| 


| 
| 
| 


| 


after | 


| 


| 


helm Furtwaengler. 


Comanunist controlled DEFA film | 
|cepted and house will now be sold | outfit now at work on a cold war 


pic, “Thunderstorm.” 
Marianne Davis and Courtney 


is Wright in town to produce a mu- 


skedded to move to the Garrick sical for Special Services. 


with its original cast headed by 
Margaret Johnston. 


Soviet-controlled pic outfit, 
DEFA, shooting a propaganda film 


Indie producer Nelson Scott is| about American potato bug. 


to film the story of Salvatore 


First Betty Grable picture ever 


Giuliano, the Sicillian bandit, with | to be shown in Berlin, “Down Ar- 


Kieron Moore in the lead and 
Mare Allegret directing. 


Ireland 


By Maxwell Sweeney 


Empire, Belfast, 
vaude after shuttering for vaca- 
tion. | 

Christopher Lynch, in from 
N. Y., inked for concert at Dublin 
Gaiety. 

Radio Eireann’s Pat Holland 
heading for appointment on Afri- 
can Gold Coast. 


Director Paul Rotha here to set days. 


reopened with, ing here 


gentine Way,” now at Marmorhaus 
theatre. 

The night club atop the brand 
new Maison Francais building on 


Kurfurstendamn rated a rival of | 
| “Rio Bravo” cast after a short va- 


| best Paris spots. 


American films currently show- 
include, “Ali Baba,” 
“Snake Pit,” ‘Road to Zanzibar,” 


| “Invisible Man” and “Macbeth.” 


Alvino Rey broke his right hand 
whirling propeller of his plane. 

John Sutherland in from N. Y. 
where he discussed television film 


deals. 

John Lee Mahin back from Rome 
after winding script on “Quo 
Vadis.” 

Rhonda Fleming hospitalized in 
Santa Monica with appendix 
trouble. 


Mort Blumenstock and Ben Kal- 
menson in town for huddles on 
Warner lot. 

Kay Parsons of the Hudson River 
Showboat moved into Charley 
Foy’s nitery. 

Maureen O’Hara rejoined the 


cation at Catalina. 
Lester Cowan in from N. Y. to 
round up players for “The Cus- 


_tomer’s Always Right.” 


Russians may have to give up the | 
building which houses Radio Ber- | 


lin. They lease the structure from 
the British and the lease expires 
shortly. 

Song writer Michael Jary held 
prisoner by the Russians for two 
He was taken off the train 


locations for ‘‘No Resting Place’| and arrested at Schwanenheide- 


in County Wicklow. 

Minister Richard Mulcahy nixed | 
proposals for government to set up | 
educational film unit. 


Comedian Jimmy O’Dea back in 


| Dublin after tour and readying a/} 


new revue for August. 
Longford Productions will do 
new play by Seamus 


Brendan Smith Productions do- 


ing. strawhat seasons at 


wo ; Bourke, | 
The 30 little Petits Chanteurs de | “Limpid River,” next season. 


Port- | 


stewart and Butlin’s Mosney Holi-' 


day Camp. 


announcer with Australian Broad- 
casting Co., now gabbing from Ra- 
dio Eireann. 

Major E. G, Derrington back to 


Sol Lesser, accompanied by son | London after mulling plans for In- 


| Julian and brother Irving, at the ternational Ballet season at Dublin 


'Colombe D’Or 
Vence. 


in St. Paul 


de | Gaiety. 


Irish National 


Rita and Aly Khan, accompanied | will stage symposium on “Youth 


| by Mr. and Mrs. 


Charles Vidor,| and Films” 


in Dublin Mansion 


day (17) to co-star in Metro’s up-| have rented the Errol Flynn yacht,| House on July 26. 


coming “An American in Paris.” 
Actress recently completed “St. 
noon the Dip,” for the Danziger 
ros. 


cameraman Don Malkames planed 
to Paris last week en route to Ma- 
drid where the trio will make a 


| 


"Kede for a two-week cruise. 


Paul Taggart, Catholic Broad- 


Andre Sella, director of Hotel casters’ Assn., in from U. S. to tape 
du Cap, host at luncheon for Ad-'| impressions of Ireland. Planed to 
p |mirals Ballantine and Swetzler (of London and Rome to complete 
Roland Young, Nils Asther and Mediterraneon fleet), Merle Obe-| Holy Year material. 


| ron, 
, Lehman. 


| . Jean Sablon’s Riviera rest at his 


Suzanne Blum and Robert) 


film tagged, “That Man from Al-| Agay villa interrupted by cablé 


giers.” 


Bernard Baruch the 11th Annual 


|from agent Marty Goodman, re- 
R. J. (Bob) O’Donnell handed quiring singer’s presence in Rio de- 


|'Janeiro July 27. 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 


Northwest Variety clubroom re- 


After tour of opened after being shuttered three | 


Humanitarian Award of Variety South America and Havana, Sablon | weeks for refurbishing. 


Clubs International in eceremonies | returns to New York for February 


held Friday (14) at the Fox Movie- 
tone Studios. 

_.RCA prexy Frank M. Folsom to 
Frisco and the annual Bohemians 
Grove get-together. May forego a 
detour to L.A. because of business 
pressure attendant to the RCA 
television fall line. 

Leonard Bernstein, who re- 
turned Friday (14) from Israel, 


in December to prep the Israel 
Philharmonic Orchestra for 
tour of the U. S. next year. 


Larry Parks and Betty Garrett, 
who returned from a British vaude | 


tour last week, to the 


ciation with Lou Mandel. 


its | 


opening at Waldorf-Astoria. 


Bucks County, Pa. 


By Sol Jacobson 


Robert LaFollette, Jr., 


Moon.” 


' Don Walker working at his Sole- 
will go back for the fourth time bury_home on musical for Russo, 


| and Ellis. 
Music Circus’ “Bloomer Girl.” 


'in to o.o. “Parisienne” last week. 


| Conrad Janis. 
Mrs. Franklin Roosevelt 


in to 
catch Playhouse opening of “June. 


Edward Duryea Dowling and 
| Monte Proser down to look over. 


Blanche Yurka, Lester Meyers, 
Coast | Arthur Schwartz and Harriet Ames | 
to launch “Stake Out” which they / 
are making independently in asso- | Carter Blake, Playhouse director 
i 'in 1940, back this week to siage 

Meyer Davis got a record long- | current offering, “June Moon” with 
range booking last week. When the 


Thomas Leiters of N. Y. had their sent 


first child, a daughter, they en-| birthday cake to ex-daughter-in- 


gaged the maestro and orch to play law, Faye Emerson. 
for the girl’s debut ball scheduled 


for June 4, 1968. 


Cape Cod 


By Pete Williams 


Frances Kessler, of first violin | th 


gection of Baltimore Symphony, ad Italo director Giuseppe De Santis  Cifesa. 


accordionist ; at the Grand. | 
Lilian Harvey visited Locarno the stage, returning after two years 


Provincetown’s Flagship. 
Robert Panofsky, 


and pianist, booked for season at | 


the Club Moors, Provincetown. 


Most enthused over Cape Cod 


“Parisienne” at New Hope. 


Locarno 
By R. F. Hawkins 


e Grand. 


during Film Festival. 


Music Circus are Fred Allen, his Festival pix, here for personals. 


wife Portland Hoffa, and Gertrude | 
Lawrence. Allen is summering at) 


West Harwich. 
Dennis King up, 


starting re-| I I 
hearsals with Gertrude Lawrence | Froehlich and wife, here for world | 


German actor-director 


for American preem of “Traveller’s' preem of his pic, “Die Luege.” 


. opening at Falmouth Play-. 


ouse, July 24. 


: Faye Emerson and Francis Led- of 
erer up doing “Parisienne” this do. 


She opened in 


Italian star Dina Sassoli is at, 


Jacques Sernas, starring in two 


Isa Pola returned to Rome to 
appear in “Angelo Tra La Folla.”’ | 


| Jimmy Nederlander here pre- 
paring for another’ season at 
Lyceu legit roadshow house. 


reopens in September with name 
floor show policy. 
| Danny Kaye arrived by plane 
from Chicago two days ahead of 
| his Radio City date here to get in 
some golf and baseball games. 
Jerry Conway resigned as man- 
ager of Hotel Radisson Flame 
Room to become personal manager 
of Jack Owens in Hollywood where 
|he will also free lance in public 
relations. Dorothy Townsend, his 
assistant, succeeds to publicity spot 
while Martha Coppins in New York 
will book room. 


Barcelona 


| By Joaquina C. Vidal-Gomis 
Heat wave is so bad that theatre 
biz is way off. 
Rosaleda, summer nitery, has 
Aurora Lincheta, Cuban singer. 
Romea theatre’s musical, “Taxi 
Key,” marks Rina Celi’s comeback. 
Screen rights to Jose Pereda’s 
| classic, “Sotileza,” purchased by 





Josita Hernan, who left pix for 


| to film a Morocco story. 


| Film director Manuel Tamayo | 
| again at work after breaking two | 


!ribs fractured in accident. 


irun of over nine weeks at the 


Gustav | Tivoli, is playing a return date. 


Madrid Espanol theatre com- 
|} pany at the Comedia with Jose 


Alde Fabrizi and Lianella Carell} Lopez Rubio’s legit play “Celos del 
trained in from Rome for opening Aire.” 
their pic, “Benvenuto Reveren- | 


Producer and radio scripter Joa- 
quin Soler Serrano opened new 


“Johnny Belinda,” which had a’ 


Film Institute | 





| 
| 
| 


Hotel Radisson Flame Room to) 
close in August for enlargement; | 








Buechen., 


Mexico City 
By D. L. Grahame 


Greyhound race track and pro 
bike racing latest sports to catch 
on here. 

Frank Founce talent shopping 
for his new Latin theatre in L. A., 
skedded to open Aug. 30. 

C. Anthony Graham, BBC rep 


Sid Rogell announced the United 
Jewish Welfare Fund drive will 
continue “as long as necessary to 
meet our share of worldwide 


need.” 
Madrid 


By Geeno Garr 


Cuban songstress Emilia Estaco 
appearing in revue at the Fontalba., 


Legit star Nelida Quiroga’ and 
her company will visit Spain this 
fall. 

Carmen de Santana, back from 
Paris, is appearing at Villa Rosa 
nitery. 

Monique Thibaut 


is touring 


|northern Spain with her revue 


in Mexico, to Britain with his wife | 


three- ion. 
Margaret Haslett, former actress- | st Pe ree-month vacation 


Munoz-Roman Spanish musical 


comedy troupe a hit at Teatro Iris | 
| with $1.15 top, new high at house. 


Sander Roth, father of pic star 
Martha Roth, 
quartette which 
fall. 

Players and theatre unions boy- 
cotting Seki Sano, Japanese pro- 
ducer, because he criticized Mexi- 
can players and theatres. 


Scotland 


By Gordon Irving 
Filming of “These Are 


is booked until 


company. 

Mari Begona now at the Teatro 
America, Havana, will star in a 
new revue here this fall. 

Mari Tere Amoros set for tour 
of Central America after appear- 


| ances in Mexico this fall. 


organized a string | 


Annabella, after conclusion of 


| work in ‘‘Don Juan,” left for Paris; 


plans to return to U. S. in Au- 
gust. 


Maruchi Fresno to play femme 


| lead in the new Nieves Conde pic, 


My | 


Daughters” in Scottish Highlands | 


postponed until next year. 
Jack Radcliffe, Scot character 


| 


| 


“Balarrasa,” being produced by 
Aspa Films here. 

Composer Manuel Pizzarro and 
his tango orch from Argentina 
opened here prior to date in Paris 
where he first appeared in 1919. 


Mexican warblers Juanjo Reyes 
and Tacho Fernandez and La 


comic, in Henry Hall show at the Mulata Blanca, Brazilian singer, 


Grand, Blackpool. 


Dave Willis, Scot comedian, took | 


over as m.c. at Bute Arms Hotel,! confab 


in_a revue set to tour resort spots. 


Producer Robert Erwin here for 
with Spanish. directors 


Rotheasy, Clyde coast holiday re- about his plan of producing a pic 


sort. 


} 
| 


in Spain with iocal and Hollywood 


Three Arts Ballet into Theatre. players. 
Royal, Glasgow, in place of Evelyn} 


Laye in “September Tide,” which 
opens later. 


Drage, Vivienne and Irene, Ca- | 


nadian dance combo, on same va- 
riety bill with Abbott and Costello 
in Glasgow. 

“North British,” 40-minute docu- 
mentary about manufacture 
railway locomotives 
preemed in that city. 


Chicago 


Danny Kaye and Milton Berle 


in Glasgow, 


ame. | 
Cecil B. DeMille here for con- 


fab on filming of ‘‘Greatest Show 
on Earth.” 

“Mister Roberts” is pegged for 
return date at the Erlanger follow- 
ing “Oklahoma.” 

Adrienne Moore fills understudy 
spot vacated by Alma Bond in 
“Two Blind Mice” company. 

Burt Lancaster, who is starred in 
“Flame and Arrow,” in town for 
one-shot personal at the Chicago 
when it opened there. 


San Francisco 


By Ted Friend 

Victor Borge at Mark Hopkins. 

Charles Campbell to Washington 
for three weeks. 

Miguelito Valdez opening run at 
the Fairmont Hotel. 

The Red Skeltons and the Robert 
Youngs at the DeMarco. 

Herman Wobber tossing barbe- 
cue at his peninsula home for 
Drama Crix Circle. 

Boyd Sparrow, managing direc- 
tor of Loew’s Warfield, named to 
board of California Theatres Assn. 








Rome 
By Helen McGill Tubbs 


ioe and Hardy at the Grand 
otel. 


Mitzi 


Mayfair in town from 


of Hollywood. 


Producer Gene Markey in Cairo 


| on production deal. 


| wife are vacationing in 


British film actor John Mills and 
: Rome. 
Swedish dancer Mady Obolen- 


planed in last week for All-Star, “aie Pe do choreography for 


_Charles MacCauley doing pub- 
licity on “Three Steps North” for 
W. Lee Wilder. 


Robert Taylor went to Siena 


for a few days to appear at the 
| Palio, 12th Century horse races. 





Morton Downey planed out of 
Rome after several days here on 
ANSCO Films and Coca Cola 
business. 





Miami Beach 


By Lary Solloway 


Mother Kelly’s may shut down 
this week after brief try for sum- 
mer biz. Will reopen in November. 


Soon to be completed civic audi- 
torium will get a full sized stage. 
City Council this week awarded 
contract to build one. 


Kefauver (Congressional) Com- 
mittee hearings here spelled con- 
tinuance of clampdown on gam- 
bling in any form either in Dade 
or Broward counties for coming 
season. Means possible shutdown 
of Club Boheme among others 
come Hialeah time. 
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when—or if—the principals would onetime 


be disclosed. 


The former Indiana governor and erator 


McNutt Confab Beclouds 


Continued from page 3 








salesman for Universal 
jand Metro, a former theatre op- 
in western states and a 


War Manpower Commissioner had former exchange operator. He was 


previously indicated that 


Street 


chasers. He would not talk on the 


Wall , also associated with Harold Frank- 
associates were the pur- lin as a theatre huyer. 


Kravetz was in Hollywood this 


subject yesterday, but did fake the Week talking to UA’s producers and 


occasion to deny reports that James 

and William Clark, operators of 

Clark Film Distributors in Phila- 

delphia, were the principals. 
Sears Angle 

Regarding reports understood to 
be well-founded that prexy Grad 
Sears would be leaving the com- 
pany, McNutt and McNamee said 
they hadn't even seen his contrac‘ 
yet. They said that a call on him 
at New York hospital last week. 
where he was recuping from a 
heart attack, was just courtesy. 

Sears, at that time. it was learned 
elsewhere, greeted them with the 
remark: ““‘Have you come to fire me 
or to tell me you've found a place 
for me?” They told him they didn’t 
know as yet. 

Former UA prexy has a contract 
running until Dec. 31, 1950, at $2.- 
500 a week, plus payments, of $35,- 
000 a year for 10 years after he 
leaves the company. It is known 
that he would be willing to eon- 





Facing It 

Touchy subject of major film 
companies” getting into the 
TV fie'd—which has_ exhibs 
screaming — was successfully 
ducked by Paul V. MeNutt, 
United Artists’ mew board 
chairman, yesterday (Tues.). 
He said: ‘“‘Anyone entering the 
entertainment field must take 
TV into consideration.” 


Paul N. Lazarus, exec aide 
to former prexy Grad Sears, 
explained that the company 


has been vperating successful- 
lv in the tele field for two 
years. He added that it has re- 
stricted itself to product espe- 
cially made for video, except 
in the case of one feature. 


we 





x 





tinue at UA in his contractual po- 
sition as v.p. in charge of distribu- 
tion. 

McNamee said at the press con- 
fab that he and McNutt hadn’t 
bothered to look at Sears’ con- 
tract vet, since it didn’t make anv 
difference. Inasmuch as he has 
been ill and is not ready to return 
to work, it wouldn't affect the op- 
eration of the company. 

Sears’ exec assistant, Paul N. 
Lazarus, apparently has won the fa- 
vor of the two new toppers and is 
certain, for the time being at least; 
to continue in his post of general 
sales-manager “without portfolio,” 
as he described the job. McNutt 
and McNamee leaned on him 
heavily at the press conference to 
answer technical questions of past 
operations of UA. 

Fate of Arthur W. Kelly, former 
exec v.p., remains in limbo pub- 


licly, but it is virtually certain 
that he is owt. It is said that he 
will also no longer’ represent 


Chaplin in any way, with Chaplin 
stating when he informed him of 
that fact: “I hope this won’t affect 
our personal relationship.” They've 
been associated for more than 20 
years. * 


McNutt disclosed that the board - 


will be brought up to the nine 


members called for under the by- | 


laws. Chaplin and Miss Pickford 
will be permitted to name one 
member each, with McNutt’s group 
appointing the other seven. McNutt 
retused to say what type of per- 
sons his principals will name—or 
when they might be named. 
More Mystery 

McNutt threw fuel on the mys- 
tery of the sudden transfer of con- 
trol to him last week by stating he 
had known of the availability of 
the deal prior to last Christmas. 
There was also a hint that a part 
may have been played in it by 
George (Bud) Ornstein, who is spe- 
cial rep for UA in Rome and is 
married to Miss Pickford’s niece, 
Gwynne. Ornstein entertained 
McNutt in Rome a couple of 
months ago and apparently heated 
him on the UA idea, if nothing 
more, 

Also refused by McNutt was 
clarification of the role played by 
Max Kravetz, a Los Angeles dis- 
tribution and theatre vet. Kravetz, 
who will serve as secretary of the 
company, is credited with putting 
the deal together after some 10 
months of plugging.« He is 54, a 


is scheduled to be in New York 
later in the week for huddles with 
McNutt and McNamee. ° McNutt 
and McNamee, incidentally, tossed 
a luncheon at “21” for the eastern 
sales reps of the producers. They 
failed to give them any more en- 
lightenment that they gave news- 


men, McNutt merely restating 
what he told reporters: “We are 
here to strengthen United Artists, 


not to liquidate it.” 
McNutt’s Law Practice 

McNutt said how much time he 
Sives to the affairs of UA “remains 
to be seen.” He added that he is 
“engaged in a quite satisfactory 
law practice.’ McNamee said he’d 
give it his full time, most of it 
being spent in the east. 
there had been no discussion yet 
on salary or contract for himself. 

Suddenness of the deal, and 
secrecy with which it was consum- 
mated, have given rise to much 
speculation that there’s an angle 
still hidden somewhere. It’s even 
;} thought that a _ possibility exists 
that Miss Pickford and Chaplin 
‘are not quite out of the picture 
as it would seem ,at first glance, 
but that MeNutt “has_ trusteed 


;their stock as a means of revising 


{fort to 


| Management and policies in an ef- 
resuscitate the company, 


{which has been losing about $20,- 


| 000 


weekly. Possibility is seen 


that the Bank of America, which 


‘holds millions of dollars in loans 


| Management 
{of v.p. 


'financial arrangement may shape | 
‘up like the Fabian deal, which | 
failed of consummation three 


to UA _ producers, might 
pressured such a move. 
Miss Pickford remains in the 
setup with the title 
Chaplin has no title. That 
has led to the conjecture that the 


have 


years ago. That called for Miss 
Pickford to take less cash than 
Chaplin immediately and to con- 
tinue active in the company. 


UA May Shift Exchange 
Setup to Philly Group 


United Artists is giving consid- 
eration to ditching its complete ex- 
change operations in favor of 








‘handing shipping, inspection and 
handling over to Clark Film Dis- | Technicolor, with four musicals in-| and was influential in obtaining 


tributers of Philadelphia. That 
was disclosed yesterday (Tues.) by 
UA’s new prexy, Frank L. Mc- 
Namee. At the same time, 
denied that Clark had any interest 
in the new UA ownership. 

Paul N. Lazarus, exec aide to 
former prez Grad Sears, said that 
the proposition had been presented 
to UA more than a month ago by 
Clark 
sideration. McNamee said the new 
owners will look into it carefully. 

Possibility of the takeover is 
believed heightened now, since 
James and William Clark, 
head the setup, are close personal 
friends of McNamee. Plan, which 
is already employed by Eagle Lion 
and Selznick Releasing Organiza- 
tion. is designed to save UA 
money, since it could give up its ex- 
changes for mere office space for 
its sales, booking and accounting 
force. 


Bohemia’s Bustin’ 
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mer) provides a haven for fugi- 
tives from the Met and Carnegie 
Hail. The Village Barn gets a heavy 
hen-party trade. 
Talent Budgets 

Village talent budgets are gen- 
erally in an expansive mood. Cafe 
Society’s current budget is one of 
its highest in more 
major Harlemese 


Savannah, the 


operation, has a heavily-populated | 


show which includes an eight-girl 


line plus one of the sexiest shows | 
to be seen in town. Newest nitery, | 
in that part of town, the Bon Soir, | 


has adopted an eastside policy pat- 
terned after Le Ruban Bleu and 


the Blue Angel. Cafe is getting 
performers of reputation to per- 
form. 


The Savannah starts where the 
Cotion Club and similar institu- 
tions of the Prohibition era left 


He said | 


he | 


and had been under con- | 


who | 


than a year, | 
and investment is paying off. The | 


off. It's a spot where stag parties 
come for a change of pace in en- 
tertainment. The show features | 
dance team of Al & Roxy, latter 
a former Katherine Dunham terp- 
er, and the duo have a set of 
routines with some classic varia- | 
tions. Stripper, Awanda, also car- 
ries out that theme. Comedian Carl 
Davis has some sly verbiage capa- 
bly delivered, Alma Ford registers 
with songs, and emcee Manhattan 
Paul gives a delicate air to the 
proceedings. Even some of the) 
‘waiters are types too. Moroccan) 
Village also has a display of so- 
prano-hipped gents, but in this re-| 
spect, the 181 club, on the lower | 
east side’s 2d avenue, has taken 
away considerable play for tour- 
ists seeking these unusual enter- 
tainments. 


Most surprising aspect in the 
Village is the trade done at the 
bars. The West 3d Street sector 


probably gets the heaviest play. 
Niteries such as Ernie’s and Tony 
Pastor’s have a phenomenal busi- 
ness in the front part of the house. 
The mannish-looking femmes pro- 
vide a major lure. Nearby Mona’s, 
with the same kind of patronage, 
is flooded with gawkers. 

| Belles of the Bars 

One of the recent developments 
in this street is the number of un- 
escorted girls (genuine) who come 
down just to be the belles-of-the- 
bars. More than a few enjoy the at- 
tention given them by the girls 
with muscles. Many couldn’t get 
that kind of play even if they were 
the only femme in a _ Brooklyn 
Navy Yard tiproom. 

The flood of visitors to this part 
of New York has been a boon to 
the merchants. Some _ jewelry 
stores specializing in antique-look- 
ing costume baubles are open long 
past midnight. The lunch-counters 
also do a heavy night trade, as do 
many spaghetti spots and other 
types of eateries. 


Metro, 20th 
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| their programs once or twice a 
week. 

Increase in the number of re- 
_leases means that Metro’s sales 
| department will continue to oper- 
| ate virtually on top of production. 
| Company has built little or no 
backlog of finished but unreleased 
pictures during the last year, and 
will have little chance to accumu- 
late such a backlog within the next 
few months. Several of the fea- 
tures scheduled for release during 
| that time are still before the came- 
|ras or have only recently been com- 
pleted. 
| ‘Of Metro’s 16 pix from August 
through December, six are _ in 


cluded among these. Twentieth 
‘has fine pix in Techni, two of 
which are musicals. : 





| BIRTHS 

r. and Mrs. Dave Goodman. 
‘son, Albany, July 4. Father is an 
/announcer-disc jockey at WROW 
,in that city. 

| Mr. and Mrs. ,Frank O’Connor, 
‘daughter, Hollywood, July 
'Father is with Ted Bates Agency, 
‘supervising the Steve Allen show 
on the Coast. 


Mother is 
father is a 


ter, New York, July 11. 
|Mary Small, singer; 
songwriter. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Paul Visser, son, 
Chicago, July 13. Father is a mem- 
ber of Chi NBC. 


Mr. and Mrs. Julius Rosenberg, 
twin sons, Boston, July 10. Father 
_is owner of the Hi-Hat, Hub nitery. 


Mr. and Mrs. Bill Wendell, 


‘daughter, Detroit, July 2. Father 


‘is an announcer at WWJ there. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Dick Stabile, son, 


Santa Monica, July 10. Father -is 
a bandleader. 


Mr. and Mrs. Michael Field. son, | 


New York, July 11. Mother (Frances | 
Brown) is a magazine writer; father 
is member of Appleton & Field, 
longhair piano team. 

Mr. and Mrs. David S. Pyle, 
daughter, Bloomingtorf, Ind., July 
11. Jack McCurdy, film industry 
vet, is child’s grandfather. 

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Kaufman, 
son, July 16, New York.’ Father is 
in the NBC press dept.; mother is 
Dorothy Darling, legit and radio 
actress. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dan Seymour, 
daughter, Bronxville, N. Y., July 
15. Father is supervisor of NBC’s 
“We, the People.” 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Ryweck, 
son, New York, July 16. Father is 
in Columbia Pictures pressbook 
dept. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harsey V. Barrett, 
son, New York, July 12. Father is 
DuMont network account exec. 


11.) 


Mr. and Mrs. Vie Mizzy, daugh- | 





LADY MENDL 


(Elsie De Wolfe) 

Lady Mendl, 84, the former Elsie 
de Wolfe, noted for successive 
careers as a Broadway stage star, 
interior decorator, and _ interna- 
tional hostess, died in Versailles, 
France, July 12. She is survived 


OBITUARIES 


1 


by her husband, Sir Charles Mendl, | 


} British diplomat. 


Her petite, dramatic charm and 
her business acumen established 
her firmly in the world of wealth 
and fashion for more than half a 
century. 

For many years Lady Mendl 
was associated with the late Elisa- 
beth Marbury, a leader in the the- 
atrical, political and fashion worlds, 
and Anne Morgan, sister of the late 
international banker, J. P. Morgan, 
in various unique interior decorat- 
ing, theatrical, literary and chari- 
table enterprises. 

After some success in amateur 
theatricals, Lady Mendl took up 
the stage as a career and in the 
’80s and °90s she appeared in sev- 
eral Charles Frohman productions. 
She seored a success in Victorien 
Sardou’s “Thermidor” in 1891, 


After two seasons as‘leading lady 
for Frohman on the road, Miss 
de Wolfe played opposite John 
Drew in such plays as ‘““The Bauble 
Shop,” ““The Masqueraders,” “John 
o’Dreams,” ‘Marriage’ and “The 
Other Girl.” 

Miss de Wolfe retired from the 
stage in the early 1900s and, utiliz- 
ing her connections and her stage 
experience, she became an interior 
decorator. 

During the first World War Miss 
de Wolfe an@ her associates en- 
gaged in many charitable and re- 
lief enterprises in France and for 
this work received the Croix de 
Guerre and the Legion of Honor 
from the French government. 


In 1926 Miss de Wolfe was mar- 
| ried to Sir Charles Mendl, a grad- 
uate of Harrow School and an. at- 
tache at the British Embassy in 
Paris. Lady Mendl became one of 


the more widely known Paris, Lon- | 


‘don and New York hostesses and 
\her salons were frequented by lead- 
\ers in politics, society, finance and 
the arts. 
| By special act of Congress in 
| 1940 Lady Mendl was permitted to 
| regain her American citizenship. 
At this time she renounced her 
‘title and assumed the name of 
| Elsie de Wolfe Mendl, although 
| she continued to be known as Lady 
Mendl. 

During the second World War 
Lady Mendl entered once more 
‘into relief and charitable work, 
|mainly on behalf of the French, 


| large sums for French relief. She 
was the author of a book of mem- 
‘oirs entitled “After All” and also 
wrote a preface for a book by An- 
‘toine, the fashionable coiffeur. 





DEL STAIGERS 


| Del Staigers, 52, at one time 
considered the nation’s foremost 
cornet soloist, died at his home in 
North Hollywood, July 12. 


Staigers was cornet soloist with 
the Goldman Band from 
' 1934, and also had served as as- 
sistant conductor. 

Born in Muncie, Ind., he began 
the study of the cornet at an early 
age. His first teacher was E. W. 
Garrett. 
at a Chautauqua Festival at Winona 
Lake, Ind., as “the boy wonder.” 


In 1915 Staigers began profes- 
sional band work, touring with 
| various organizations. Later he 
‘was featured on Keith and Or- 
_pheum vaudeville circuits. In 1919 
he was soloist with Sousa’s Band. 


During the next six years he was | 
first cornetist with the Victor Talk-— 


ing Machine Co. and also had ap- 
peared on many radio programs. 





B. WALTER HUFFINGTON 

B. Walter Huffington, 41, direc- 
tor of station relations for National 
Assn. of Broadcasters, died of a 
heart attack at Winston-Salem, 
N. C., July 13, while on a two-week 
tour of southern radio stations. 

Prior to joining the NAB staff 
last May, Huffington had _ becn 
general manager of WSAP, Mu- 
‘tual affiliate at Portsmouth, 
Before that he was national radio 
director of the American Red Cross 
for two years. 

Huffington broke into broadcast- 
ing in 1937, serving as writer, com- 
mentator, producer and salesman at 
WTAR. Norfolk, Va. From there 
he went to WPIT, in Raleigh, N. C., 
and WPID. at Petersburg, Va. 
From 1943 to 1945, he was regional 
OWI director of Virginia, North 
Carolina and South Carolina. 

, Survived by wife and a daughter. 


1926 to. 


At the age of 9 he played | 


Va. | 


| ton, 


' trol 
,addition to father, he also Jeaves 


WILLARD F. LOCHRIDGE 

Willard F. Lochridge, 60, veepee 
and director of J. Walter Thomp- 
son Chi agency, died in Chicago, 


July 16, after a heart attack. He 
had been with the Chi branch of 
the agency fom 24 years and han- 
dled the Kraft Foods account for 
the past 20 years. 

As director of the Kraft account, 
Loehridge had been an early ad- 
vocate of the use of radio and tele- 
vision as advertising media and 
had been instrumental in placing 
the food company in the front 
ranks of radio and teevee users. 

He joined JWT as an account 
exec in 1926 after serving in the 
advertising- department of the Ale- 
mite Manufacturing Co. 

Survived by wife and six sons. 





ARNOLD GABOR 

Arnold Gabor, 62, former bari- 
tone with the Metropolitan Opera 
in New York, died July 15 at his 
home in Los Angeles. 

The Hungarian-born singer came 
to this country from Budapest in 
1923. He had made his home in 
California since the early 40s. 

Gabor made his debut with 
the Metropolitan Opera on Nov. 
9, 1923, in Wagner’s “Die Mei#ter- 
singer.”’ 

For 18 years, until 1941, Gabor 
was a member of the Met. He made 
frequent appearances in “Tann- 
haeuser,” “Tristan und_ Isolde.” 
“Das Rheingold,” ‘Gotterdammer- 
rung” and “Parsifal.” 

Survived by wife and son. 





DIONYSIA SKOURAS 

Dionysia Skouras, 24, daughter of 
20th-Fox prez Spyros P. Skouras, 
died in Hollywood July 17 after a 
plunge from the roof of the five- 
story Fox-West Coast homeoffice 
building. She had been visiting her 
uncle, National Theatres prexy 
Charles P. Skouras, who main- 
tained a penthouse apartment atop 
the building. Police listed her 
death as apparent suicide but also 
investigated the _ possibility she 
might have fallen. No notes were 
found. 

Charles Skourgs 2e€companied the 
body back to New York Monday 
night (17). She is survived by 
mother and father, two sisters and 
two brothers. 





JULIAN G. ARMSTRONG 

Julian G. Armstrong, 52, director 
of planning and development of 
DuMont Television network. died 
July 17 in New York. He joined 
the web in 1944, 

After first being placed in 
charge of a major Navy contract 
for DuMont, Armstrong was given 
supervision, in January, 1945, of 
construction of WTTG in Washing- 
D.C. He also planned and 
supervised construction of WDTV 
in Pittsburgh, and recently helped 
plan construction of WABD’s trans- 
mitter atop the Empire State 
Building. 

Survived by widow. 





ALFRED J. GOULET 

Alfred J. Goulet, 34, producer 
at station CKVL, Montreal, died 
there July 15. 

Goulet. who had been with 
CKVL since it started operations 
several years ago, was also man- 
ager of the Cremazie and Villerayv 
Odeon theatres. 





William J. White, 18, son of 
William A. White, a veepee of 
Skouras Theatres, was killed in an 
auto accident at New Rochelle, 
N. Y., July 14. Youth was driving 
his own car, presumably lost con- 
and crashed into a tree. In 


mother and a sister. 





Harry Hayes, 47, United Artists 
salesman in Minneapolis, died in 
that city July 8. 





Wife of Andrew Jacobson. Hub 
bandleader, died in Boston, July 10. 





MARRIAGES 
Edith R. Somer to Robert W. 
Soderberg, Las Vegas, July 9. 


Bride is a screenwriter; he’s a ra- 


dio producer-writer. : 
Janet Riley to Werner Klemp- 
erer, Westboro, Mass., recently. 


Both are members of company at 
the Red Barn theatre there; he's 
the son of conductor Otto 
Klemperer. 

Bette Moon to George A. Rutter, 
Hollywood, July 8. Bride is a 
secretary at Monogram. 

Joan Krakeur to Eliot Elisofon, 
Rumson, N. J., July 15. Bride is 
daughter of Richard W. Krakeur, 
legit producer; he’s a staff photog- 
rapher for Life mag. 
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